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PEEFACE. 



Teas book hm many imperfections* It is not compQed bj 
an ezperienoed writer, nor haa it been prepared with the 
adyantages of position or reputation. It is simply a tribute 
to the memory of one beloved and departed ; the offering of 
that almost idolatry which is found only in the breasts of 
tiioae few who by nature are nearest and dearest to man. 
Only the merits of earnestness and devotion can therefore 
be claimed for it. 

Tke writer has endeavored to retire from view ; to accom- 
plish the present purpose in the most unobtrosive manner, 
by a narrative brief and plain, interspersed with such letters, 
speeches, and other documents, as may best illustrate the 
relations of Judge White to the great men and measures of 
the times, and the high and honorable position— honorable 
to himself, his state, and his countiy — which' he held in the 
hearts and councils of his countrymen. 
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HUGH LA¥SON WHITE 



CHAPTER I. 



AK0B8TRT. 



On mile nbcfve Enoxville, on the banks of the Holston River, 
ftere stood, until within the last two years, a house worthy of remem- 
brance as the home of two eminent Tennesseans; Hugh Lawson 
White, the subject of this memoir, and his father, General James 
White. The daguerreotype of the old building is before me. All 
o?er the great West there are thousands like it — the shelters, palaces, 
and casUes of the hardy pioneer ; his first forest home, the scene and 
centre of freedom, energy, courage, privation, truly and peculiarly 
American ; the altar of his first triumphs over the subdued wilder* 
ness ; often the humble birth-place of talent and genius, and of ambi^ 
tion high, noble, swift, and strong, such as rarely or never before 
sprung into existence. 

A front view of the old edifice displays two square sections, " pens,** 
or separate apartments, of unequal size, each a story and-a-half high, 
built of logs coarsely hewn, the interstices of which are stufTed with 
clay, and with an outer covering of boards. Between these two 
rooms stands a heavy stone chimney, furnishing a fire-place in each. 
A rude piazza extends across the whole front, its roof some distance 
below the eaves of the house, and supported by six slender sawed 
posts. The whcde stands upon wooden blocks or underpinning ; one 

1 1 
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oBidl window is visible, while a simple step-ladder in one oomer of 
the piaata u the stairway to the half stoiy abore. 

In thia honse lived the ikther of Hugh Lawaon White, and here he 
brought up his family, during that trying period when East Tennessee 
was a wilderness of wild beasts and fiercer savages. General James 
White was, in many respects, a remarkable man. He was of Irish 
descent, and during his eariier years was an inhabitant and citisen of 
North Caiolina, where he married, and where his son Hugh was bom. 
H^ served his country faithfiilly in the Revolutionary war ; afterwards 
removed with his fiunily to Fort Ghiswell, in Virginia, and, finally, ift 
1781, emigrated to Knox county, Tennessee, where he erected for 
hims^f the humble home just described, on the banks of the beautiful 
Holston. For himself — but also for a home and resting-place for 
every weary wanderer. From his hospitable door none were ever 
sent empty away ; and the more needy the appKcant| the more oer% 
tain was he of enjoying a full measure of hospitality. 

Here his characteristic decision, energy, and philanthropy made 
him a leader among the few but determined spirits with whom his lot 
was cast. Hie privations and dangers to whidi all new settlers are 
exposed, seemed only to nerve him to greater exertions. The wild 
and boundless forests, their inhabitants, whether savage beasts of 
prey, or yet more savage .red men, their enmities, their snares, their 
secret and open attacks, all failed to intimidate him. With hia 
fellow-emigrants, he determined that the fertile valleys and rugged 
hills, the blue mountains and sparkling streams of East Tennessee 
should become the paradise of the white man. 

But enlarged and comprehensive as were his views and plans, and 
brilliant as were his anticipations, yet when in 1792, he founded the 
good town of Enoxville, he certainly could not have foreseen that 
within fifty years there would stand in the place of the gloomy forest, 
a lai^ and populous city, with its many spires pointing to heaven, 
much less the triumphs of modem science. Little did he dream of the 
gallant steamers that were to plough the dear blue waters where then 
was seen only the Indian's bark canoe, or the rude raft of the trader. 
Little did he dream of the iron horse, rushing with wind-like speed 
along his fiery way, through the valleya and over the hills. Nor 
oould he even anticipate that almost within the half century there 
would be erected, not a hundred yards from the site of his own hum- 
ble cabin, a manufactory of the very window*glass which he considered 
uot only a useless superflui^, but a harmful luxury. 



Daring hb fortf yeara* residence in Tennessee, Gen. White occupied 
almost ev^ poet of distinction in the gift of the people. He was a 
member of the convention chosen in 1765, for ratifying or altering the 
jffoposed Constitution of the State of Franklin; and preserved the 
independence and integrity of his character through the stormy scenes 
d its sessiocsL He was elected to the first Territorial Assembly at 
Knoxville, in 1794 ; and, while serving in that body, introduced a bill 
ereating a literary institution; which measure was the origin of 
QreenviUe College. Statesmen, judges, lawyers, clergymen, nieii 
eminent in every variety of public station in Tennessee, date the 
beginning of their career in learning from the day when, often as 
rude, awkward, penniless boys, they first turned their hesitating steps 
towaid the modest tower and white spire of that institution, which 
gleamed so long with the light of science and religion over that beau« 
tifiil landscape. Its memory now alone remains, inseparably blended, 
however, with that of the good men who gave it a name and power in 
(he land. 

Geieral White was also a member of the convention which framed 
the Constftution of the State of Tennessee — ^a legblative body whose 
dismterestedness is without parallel in our national history. By ad 
of Assembly, each member was entitled to two dollars and a half per 
ikm for services, and as much for every thirty miles of travel in going 
and coming. The convention first reduced this compensation nearly 
^6jper cetU^ and then^ to show their disn^rd for mere pecuniary 
keward, voted ttnanimously to receive nothing. 

He was also, at a subsequent period, a member and speaker of the 
State Senate. In 1812, although now* an old man, he again proffered 
Ua services to his country, in order to maintain the independence 
which in his youth he had assisted to establish. He was chosen 
Brigadier-General by the militia of Tennessee, and distinguished him- 
self in the Creek War. 

Genefal White was admirably fitted by physical and mental con- 
stitution, for the times and circumstances in which he was placed. 
Strong, hardy and active in person, intrepid, cool and hopeful, he 
was ever ready to encounter any hardship or to brave any peril* On 
the 26th of June, 1791, Zeigler^i Station, near Bledsoe*s Lick, the rude 
defence for several families, was attacked by a large party of Creek 
Indians and burnt Zeigler himself who was intoxicated, and could 
not make his escape, was consumed in the flames; his three little 
davghtMv, together with Mrs. Wilson, General Whitens halfHsistefi were 
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taken priftoners, and were afterwards ransomed by him. Bat his 
niece, Miss Wilson, only nine yean old, was hnrried away by the 
savages^ although twice redeemed from them. General White deter* 
mined to make a third effort to liberate hei*; and accordingly made 
the long journey alone on horseback, reached the Indian encampment 
in safety, a third time paid ransom for his niece, and feeling assured 
that all was now satisfactorily arranged, set out on his return homo; 
his Kttle charge, in the primitive style of those days, seated on his 
horse behind him. But his self-gratulation was short He was soon 
overtaken by a friendly Indian, who told him that the treacherous 
Creeks, already repenting their bargain, had determined to way-lay 
and kill him ; and offered to guide him by a different route from that 
first contemplated. General Wliite gratefully aocepted his assistance! 
and was soon beyond the reach of his enemies ; while his savage ally 
returned to his companions, who, still in ambush, impatiently awaited 
fhe approach of their victims. When assured of tiieir escape, they 
gave way to rage and disappointment ; and were only appeased hy 
the adroitness of the fellow, who told them that the General was a 
good man, and therefore the Great Spirit had caused him and hia 
horse to pass invisible. 

At another time, on his noble grey, rifle m hand, he leaped, unoon- 
scious of danger, directly over an Indian who was concealed behind a 
fiillen tree with the express design of killing him. Apparently it was 
only Providential interposition that saved him. 

General White's bravery and military skill were fully tested during 
the hostilities of 1708, with the Creek and Cherokee Indians ; and 
particularly, while he was colonel of militia in the * Hamilton Dis- 
trict,'' composed of Jefferson and Knox counties, by the coolness and 
tact displayed in the arrangements made by him to oppose an Indian 
invasion. This attack was contemplated by a force of savages nearly 
fifteen hundred in number, tbreo-fourths Creeks, who intended to imrade 
the settlements on the Holston, and to destroy Enoxville. The excuse 
for this attack, on the part of the savages was the cruelty practised 
by Major Beard on Hanging Maw, a Cherokee, and the murder of his 
wife, and of several other Cherokees. In the absence of Gov. Blount, 
Beard had been despatched by Secretary Smith, with fifty-six men, in 
pursuit of a party of Indians who had murdered a wkite family within 
sixteen miles of Knoxville; with instructions not to cross the Tennessee 
river, nor to invade the Indian settlements* He, however, violated 
thtoe oiden, and a Mure by a comipmi^tial to inflict punishment te 
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this vidation, and thereby to satisff the revengefiil spirit of* &e red 
meoi was the ostensible reason for the mMitated invasion^ The 
Spaniards having become allies of the hostile Greeks and Gherokees^ 
liad fiimished them with ammunition for the occasion. As oontinual 
lavages by the Indians had long demanded active meaaares for the 
defenoe of the frontier, which the General Government, de^ite many 
aad increasing complaints, neglected to tilke, the whites now at last 
determined to defend themselves against the constant inroads of the 
treacherous foe. The dauntless heroism exhibited subsequently, as 
well as upon the particular occasion now mentioned, is commemorated 
fai an address delivered by Rev. Thos. W. Humes, on the fiftieth anni^ 
Tersary of the settlement of Knoxville. 

** Their entire number,** he says, speaking of the Indian foreesi 
^has been variously estimated from nine to fifteen hundred, but was 
most probably about the latter. Enoxville^ the object of plunder and 
rain by this formidable band, and which the news of its coming had 
leached, could at that time muster but forty fighting men ; but these 
Ibrty were no cravens, to fly at the approach of danger, even though 
it presented itself in the terrible shape in which it then menaced them. 
Here were their homes, their fiimilies^ their all ; and with an alacrity 
and zeal worthy of the crisis, they prepared to defend their firesides^ 
A knowledge of Indian cunning, with other reasons, induced them to 
conclude ihsi the approach of the savages to the town would not be 
made by the main western road, but in a more northern and circaitoua 
direction ; and they determined to meet them on the ridge, over which 
the road to Clinton now passes, about a mile and a half from town, 
and there, by a skilful arrangement of their little company, attack their 
line of march, and, if possible, alarm and intimidate them. Leaving 
the two oldest of their number to mould bullets in the block-house, 
which stood on the spot now occupied by the Mansion House, and 
which contained three hundred guns belonging to the United States, 
the other thirty-ei^t proceeded, under the command of GoL James 
White, to station themselves on the north side of the ridge we havo 
mentioned, with an interval of twenty feet between each man. Orders 
w^re given to reserve their fire until the Indians were brought within 
the range of every gun, when at a given signal, they were to pour in 
vpon them a well-directed volley, and, before the savages could re« 
oover from their surprise, secure their own retreat to the block-housOf 
and there, with their wives, mothers, and children around them, sell 
their lives at a fearful price, or scatter from the portrholefi a shower 
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4>f kaden hafl among the besi^en that would drive them from their 
banquet of blood." Fortunately, neither of these oontingenctes 
awaited them. The Indians were so delayed by their own dissensioniiy 
that they were unable to reach KnozviUe before daylight, and^ ihere^ 
fore, abandoned the attack. This fact, however, detracts nothing from 
the oool and dauntless courage, and skilful and deliberate arrange* 
ments with which the citizens prepared for the attack. The Rev. Mr. 
Foster, whose quaint pen has recorded the event, has declared^ that 
^ an incident fraught with so much magnanimity in the early fortunes 
of Knoxville, should not be blotted fr^m the records of her fame. It 
is an incident on which the memory of her sons will linger without 
tiring, when the din of party shall be hushed, and its strife forgotten* 
Those men of former days were made of sterner stuff than to shrink 
from danger at the call of duty. And it will be left to a future his- 
torian to do justice to that little band of thirty-eight dtizens, who 
flinched not from the deliberate exposure of their persons in the open 
field, within the calculated gun-ehot of fifUen hundred of the fleetest 
running and boldest savages." 

General White endeared himself to all about him by .the noble 
charity which he showered with bounteous hand upon the poor and 
needy ; a charity of which many instances are yet remembered. In 
that day grist-mills were few and far between. The General owned 
two ; and when grain was scarce throughout the country, he often 
refused to sell to purchasers, that he might give to those too poor to 
buy. More than once he loaned money without expectation of being 
repaid. When warned by his son, on one such occasion, that he might 
lose the amount thus advanced, he answered, ** That is the very reason 
that I let him have it If he were rich, he would need neither money 
nor friends. It is for the very reason that he is poor that no one will 
help him.** The practical Christianity of this reply, and of such con- 
duct, might well be adopted as a rule of action in our own times. 

While expressing his pleasure at the rising prospects of the village 
he had founded, now the city of Knoxville, aud in general at the 
happiness which he had been able to bestow upon others, he was told 
by his daughter that it might be well for him to remember the old 
proverb, that ^ Charity begins at home ;" and that he would have 
nothing left to give his children. *^ My children,*^ he answered, ^ are 
independoit. I love to aid those who really need assistance." 8uoh 
sentiments are frequently enunciated ; but we rarely find them carried 
out in action so literally as they were by General White. 
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He was bj religious profession a Presbyterian; and a tme and 
devout Christian. His fiunily altar was Cftithfully served. It was one 
of his peculiarities that all the children were required to sing. On 
<me occasion he noticed that a grandson who was present £Euled to 
observe this rule. " Why don't you sing, James ?" said the old gentle- 
man. ^ I can% sir," was the reply. " Well, try f insisted his grand- 
father. Jameadid tiy, but the result was a succession of sounds so 
hideous, that he was ever aiVer excused from participating in that 
portion of the service. 

It would not be proper to dose this brief sketch without some 
nodoe of Mary Lawson, General White's noble and devoted wife. She 
was slight and delicate in figure, but firm and decided in character, 
like her husband, she was a devout and consistent Ohristian» and a 
steady Presbyterian ; and possessed of more than ordinary int^ectual 
powers. She had courage equal to any endurance, and proved indeed a 
helpmeet for her husband in the many severe vicissitudes of their ex- 
perience. Often, when the Indians were prowling in the vicinity, and 
her husband was absent, she stood sentinel over her own home, rifle in 
hand. Often she spent whole nights in moulding bullets; and she 
was habituated to similar hardships. 

General White was married in 1770. Wa wife died before hioi, 
and he soon followed. They are united in a world &r different from 
ihifl^ but lor which, the trials of this were a fitting preparatioB. 
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CHAPTER IL 



OHUBHOOD— TOUTH-^TODIBS* 



HuoH Lawson Whits, eldest son and second child of Oen. James 
White and Mary Lawson his wife, was bora in Iredell oouniy, North 
^Carolina) October 30th, 1773. At the age of eight, he emigrated 
with his parents to Tennessee. From a combinatioa of circumstances, 
these tw9 States were more intimately blended and incorporated than 
any other two in the Union. At this period. Congress had not 
accepted the act of the Legislature of North Carolina, ceding to the 
United States her Western Territory, to assist in liquidating the heavy 
aational debt incurred in the achievement of National Independence ; 
and the interests and feelings of the inhabitants of the two common- 
wealths consequently yet remarned the same. North Carolina, however, 
Juled to make adequate provision for the defence of the frontier and 
the protection of the Western settlers, and they were accordingly 
obliged to organize themselves and devise means of securing the safety 
of tjiemselves and families. 

In the seasons of loneliness and peril incident to a life in the almost 
unbroken wilderness, while their father was absent on military duty, 
Hugh and his brothers were the only sentinels to watch, and to warn 
their noble mother when the savages approached their dwelling fi>r 
plunder. And well and faithfully was the task performed. The 
fiunily were often obliged to take refuge in the fort, upon which occa- 
sions Hugh always acted in the capacity of guide. This sometimes 
had to be done when the night was so dark that the person of the 
young leader was wholly invisible. At such times he was accustomed 
to mount a white horse and go before them, that by distinguishing 
the color of the animal they might, be able to follow to a place of 
comparative safety. After the treaty of ] 791, while the Indians still 
continued their depredations, stealing horses and cattle, and murdering 
the helpless victims that fell into Uieir power, travellers frequently 
turned aside from the fatigues and dangers of their journey to ^joy 
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Ui0 hospiialitieB of General White's house. Their horses, which were 
belled and turned looae to graze, sometiines wandered to a distance; 
when their owners often hired young Hugh and his brothers to seek 
thenL In doing this he ran great risks ; and in su6h youthful enter* 
prises and exposures he learned and proved, even in early boyhood, 
the dauntless courage which so strongly characterized him in after 
life. 

Of the luxuries of cirilization the fiunily of Qeneral White, as well 
•8 their neigfabota, were wholly deprired. Added to the other dis- 
comforta of their situation was the difficulty of obtaining bread ; there 
being at that time but a single ''tub-mill" in the neighborhood. |t 
was Hugh's business to act in the capacity of mill-boy, which he 
rqplarly did^ despite the constant danger from lurking savages. 
And after his return home, he often found way-faring guests enough 
to dispose of all his meal ; whereupon, he and the rest of the family 
would make their repast of pounded hominy and milk. 

It will eamly be seen that the circumstances of a youth passed amid 
such scenes must have precluded young White from the enjoyment 
even of such opportunities of study as are now offered to all. In the 
wild regions where he lived, refined and extensive scholarship was 
hardly known ; and existed, if at all, in the persons of some few whose 
aoquirementa were elsewhere made. He attended such schools as the 
country afforded, during the winter, laboring industriously upon his 
Other's fiirra through the remainder of the year. In this manner ho 
might acquire a knowledge of those studies which were necessary to 
qualify him for the competent discharge of the plainest practical duties 
of life, but nothing more. And if afterwards he rose to distinction, 
his success in so doing is one more example of the success of noble 
ambition, and honorable and unfaltering exertions victorious over sur- 
roundings the most unfavorable and disheartening. Though hundreds 
of miles from any college, he applied himself, at the age of fifteen, to 
the study of the ancient languages, under the tuition of Rev. Samuel 
Carrick, with some assistance from Mr. (afterwards Judge) Roane, 
both gentlemen and scholars of eminence. 

But these literary pursuits were soon and sadly interrupted. In- 
dian hostilities still continued. The inconveniences and sufferings to 
which the settlements were exposed by savage depredations, were 
extreme. Almost daily, reports were brought into the stronger settle- 
menta of the murder and scalping of men and lads, of the brutal abuse 
of women and children. The burning of Oavat's Station, in 1798, and 
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ihe cruelties inflicted upon the settlers at that point by Double Head, 
the Creek chie( and his followers, while on th^r way to attack Knox- 
yille (of the failure of which enterprise an account was above given), 
BO effectually aroused the apprehensions and indignation of the whites^ 
that a force of seven hundred volunteers was immediately raised for 
the pursuit and punishment of the marauders* At such a time, it 
was impossible for Hugh L. White to sit quietly over his booka^ 
congenial as literuy pursuits were to his tastes and disposition. With 
native generosity and bravery, he abandoned hia studies, and at the 
age of nineteen volunteered as a private soldier in the Indian campaigik 
Of the battle of Etowah, at which young White did good servioe, 
the following account is extracted from Ramsey's Annals of Tea- 

nASfiAA * 

UVBDW • 

" Finding no Indians to attack at Estimaula, Sevier took up his line of 
march in the direction of Etowah, with the Coosa on the right. Near 
the confluence of these streams, and immediately below, was the Indian 
town, Etowah. The river of the same name had to be crossed before the 
town could be attacked. Firing was heard in the direction of the town ; 
and apprehending a general attack, Sevier judiciously ordered a halt, and 
sent forward a detachment from the main body against the town. By 
mistake of Carey and Findleston^ the guides, the party was led to a feny 
half a mile below the fording-places, and immediately opposite the town. 
A few of the foremost plunged into the stream and were soon in swim- 
ming water, and pushing their way to the opposite bank. The main 
body, however, discovering the mistake, wheeled to the left, and rode 
rapidly up the river to the ford, where they crossed with the design of 
riding down to the town, and attacking it without delay. 

*^ The Indians, having previously obtained information of Sevier^s ap- 
proach, had made excavations in the bank of the river nearest their town, 
each of them large enough for one man to lie with his gun poised, and 
with a leisurely aim to shoot our men as soon as they came in sight. Li 
these, the warriors were safely entrenched ; but perceiving the movement 
of horsemen down the river, and suspecting some other project was de- 
vised against their town, they quitted precipitately their places of ambush, 
crossed the river, and hurried down on its other side to defend it. 

^^ A fortunate mistake of the pilots thus drew this formidable party out 
of its intrenchments, exposed it in the open field, and left to the invaders 
a safe passage through that bank of the river so recently lined with armed 
men. Bat for this mistake, the horsemen could not have escaped a most 
deadly fire, and in all probability, a summary defeat. But the method of 
fighting was now entirely changed. The crossing by the horsemen 
too quickly done to allow the Indians to regain their hiding-places ; 
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ranks were scattered, and the main body of them hemmed In betweea 
the aseailants and the river. This done, the men dismounted, betook 
themselveB to trees, and poured in a deadly fire upon the enemy. They 
rensted bravely, under the lead of the King £1eher, one of their most 
distingaished braves. He made a daring sally within a few yards of 
where one of the party, Hugh L. White, was standing, and the action was 
becoming sharp and spirited, when White and a few comrades near him, 
levelling their rifles, ttds fbrmidable champion fell, and his warriors im- 
mediately fled.* 

" The town was set on fire late In the evening, and the troops enoamped 
near it. Daring the night tiiey were attacked by the Indians. MoNatt 
and Grant were standing as sentinels in an exposed point of the encamp- 
ment The Indians approached stealthily npon them, and each of them 
fired. Grant was shot through the body, but ultimately recovered. 

'^After the engagement the Indians made good their escape into the 
secret passes of the a^oining country. The army, after the town was 
burned, rescued from the places in which they were obliged to conceal 
themselves, Gol. Kelly and the Ave horsemen who had swam their horses 
at the lower crossing. • 

'* Sevier having accomplished thus much of the object of the expedition^ 

desired to extend his conquests to Indian towns still lower down the 

oonntry. The guides informed him there was but one accessible path by 

which the army could reach these diatant villages, and that it could be 

passed only under disadvantageous drcumstances. Little hope remained of 

meeting the enemy in such numbers as to inflict npon the perpetrators of 

the mischief at Cavat's suitable punishment fbr their atrocities. They 

had been expelled from the frontier, the heart of their oonntry had been 

penetrated, their warriors defeated and baflled, and their towns and crops 

bomt up and destroyed. Orders for the return march were given, and 

the army aoon reached their homes in safety. This was Gen. Sevier's iaat 

itulitary service.'' 

^ The troops employed in this expedition" — we quote from Rev. Mr. 
Bume's address, above referred to — ^ were refused payment, on the 
ground that it was undertaken without authority from the Presidenti 
itnd in violation of instructions fr^m the Department of War to 
Oovemor Blount, forbidding offensive operations against the Indiana. 
Xn 1796, Hugh L. White, who served in the campaign, petitioned 
Congress for remuneration, with the view of establishing a precedent 
that might apply to all his fellow-soldiers. In January, 1797, Andrew 

* Jodc» White ihot th« King fliher. Tet inch wm hla ioftineilTe horror at the Idea of 
dettoojlng hninan Jlfe, that he could nerer endure to have the deed meotioned ; and ezpUdtlj 
ibrWd Dr. BoMey, the hMorian, ao to ftiUd tiM fltot In hie **aiuiala." 



^ XSIfOIB or flUOB LAW8QK VHTTK. 

Jadtaon, from the Oommittee of the Hotue of BopresentatiTesy to 
vhich the petition was referred, reported in favor of a provision hj 
law for the payment of the troops.** 

That this was not the only occasnon upon which Hugh L. White 
displayed a lofty and honorable bravery in the defence of his country, 
we have the following testimony from the narrative of the same events, 
by one conversant with the history of those times of peril and suffer- 
ing- 

** It was abont the year 1798. that a laige body of Indians came into 

the settlements on Holston, murdered a funiiy, and carried off all the 
plimder which fell within their reach. A force was immediately 
raised to pursue them. Hugh L. White, then a youth under twenty, 
ftiade one of the party. The battle was fought on the banks of a 
river whose current was rapid, and its crossing difficult The 
Indians took advantage of this position, and attacked the white men as 
they passed the stream ; one detachment of the latter having rushed 
forjyard, rose the steep ascent, and were in the midst of the enemy at 
once, when an obstinate conflict ensued ; whilst the other party waited 
under the bank to form, where they continued until the battle was 
fought and won — ^imtil the war-whoops ceased to be heard, and until 
the report of the rifle died away in the distance ; then they formed a 
most excellent line, presented an unbroken front, marched boldly up^ 
and deliberately took possession of all the plunder, to the last beaver- 
skin. When the fighting-men returned from the pursuit, White, who 
had been from the start amongst the foremost of them, found that 
one of these bank-men, in his eagerness for the spoils of victory, had 
taken possession of his wallet of provisions, which had got k>st in tibo 
scuffle. But he demanded that as his own right, and made him g^ve 
it up.'* Upon this unimportant occasion, as often afterwards in more 
critical contingencies, young White, though he scorned to strive for, 
or to appropriate, any dliare of the spoil, contended obstinately and 
uncompromisingly for the ftill extent of the rights involved. 
• During this expedition, while the Tennessee troops were encamped at 
ESstimaula, on the Coosa River, a little adventure occurred, which gave 
quite unexpected evidence of the dexterous strength contained in the 
slender frame of our young soldier. Colonel Blair, of the Washing- 
higton District, had given to Colonel Christy, of ih^ Hamilton Dis- 
trict, a sort of challenge, after the old Scriptural fashion of Abner's 
suggestion to Joab. '^Let the young men arise and play before 
us." He said, in other words^ that a certain man in his regiment 
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oonld **whip any other man on the ground." With this, of course, 
a wrestling-match was arranged ; and Colonel Christy appointed to 
the championship, on his part, Hugh L. White, who was by far the 
most delicate-looking man in the regiment. The challenger made 
his appearance ; his gigantic stature and brawny frame inspiring th^ 
stoutest with awe ; the combatants laid aside their coats, and entered 
the ring ; both regiments being quite confident that the victory was 
safe for the ^ biggest bones." But, to the astonishment of all, the 
slender White, after a long and doubtful struggle, overthrew hb burly 
antagonist, and retired with his laurels, amidst the shouts of the 
whole multitude. 

At the age of twenty, Hugh L. White was appointed Private 
Secretary to Governor Blount ; for his strong and elastic intellect, hia 
habits of laborious application, and his determined practice of doing 
well and thoroughly whatever he undertook, had already rendered 
him conspicuous for talent and ability. Mr. Blount, in addition to the 
office of Territorial Governor, held the important and responsible post 
of Superintendent of Indian Affairs ; which devolved upon him the 
management of all negotiations and transactions with, and concern-* 
ing the Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, and Chickasaw tribes. The duties 
of these two stations were arduous and complicated in the extreme ; 
requiring the most wise, patient, and skilful management. The 
Federal authorities restricted the Territorial Government to purely 
defensive .warfare; and the settlements were but scantily prov 
vided with able-bodied men. The Indian nations, however, were 
strong in numbers and in physical power. Naturally ferocious and 
relentless, their savage passions were, moreover, continually nourished 
and stimulated by the contrivances of Spanish and British traders, 
interested against the quiet and prosperity of the white settlers. In 
each tribe there was a minority which faithfully adhered to the 
United States. This circumstance produced cx>ntinual dissensionB 
and disputes among themselves, for the adjustment of which resort 
was had to Governor Blount In all the intricate and critical duties 
of this active serrice, as well as in the accompanying heavy official 
correspondence with individuals and public functionaries, the young 
Secretary so faithfully and efficiently aided the Governor, as to secure 
to himself the life-long confidence and affection: of that eminent man^ 
as well as the esteem of his fellow-citizens of the Territory. 

Having thus borne himself with gallantry and honor during the 
war, yoimg White, at ita close, determined to pursae a eoune of 
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mathematical study at Philadelphia, under the sapervision of Pri> 
fessor Patterson. But here a temporacy difficulty arose. General 
White, his father, although possessed of extensive and valuable 
landed property, was never, owing to his excessive liberality, a man 
6f wealth, and could not, at the time, command the means necessary 
to accomplish the laudable desire of his son. It is due to the gene- 
rosity of General White's son-in-law, Colonel Charles McClung, to 
•ay that, in this strait, he kindly came forward and advanced the 
money necessary to complete the education of his brother-in-law. 

In 1796, Hugh L. White left Philadelphia for Lancaster, Pennsyl* 
vania, where he engaged with great zeal and eneigy in the study of 
the law, under the instructions of James Hopkins, an eminent conn* 
sel of that place. As a proof of his continued attachment to the 
people of Pennsylvania, after a lapse of thirty-two years, it may not 
be inappropriate to quote here an extract from a speech made at a 
dinner given to him in Knoxville, in 1827 : 

" I ask bat one favor more, and that is, that you join me in a senti* 
ment, in relation to a people, who, next to those of my own and native 
State, I most esteem ; amongst whom I have spent a small portion of my 
early life, which I reflect upon with much satisfaction, because it was 
spent inoffensively and pleasantly, if not profitably. I offer you — • Ths 
people of Penntyhania, Modest and unpretending; too enlightened to 
be misled, and too virtuous to be seduced £rom Bepublioan prinoi- 
ples.' " 
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Hatiko completed the usual course of preparatory study, Mr. 
White returned to Knozville, and in 1796 asBumed a station at the 
TeDneesee bar, with favorable prospects ; and very soon, if his con- 
temporaries may be credited, rose to a place which he maintained for 
years, at the head of his profession. 

After he had passed away from the busy scenes of time, one who 
knew him well, and was himself distinguished for more than ordinary 
talents, wrote in the following terms of his powers, both as a lawyer 
and a judge— 

•* Judge Hugh L. White," he says, " was a renoarkable man — ^remark- 
able for his eccentricities, and for the very high order of his moral 
and mental endowments. He had but little taste and care for polite 
scholarship and general literature. His great superiority was, not in 
his moral integrity, which was equal to the very best any where to be 
found, for many first-rate moralists there are to equal anybody. His 
great eminence — the especial gift of God, and inherited directly from 
his mother, Mary Lawson, consisted in all those peculiar points of in- 
tellect, which made the lawyer and the judge. In this order of mental 
endowments he had not five equals in Anierica, and perhaps but two 
superiors — John Marshall and John Haywood. The superiority of 
these two men over him, was the result only of circumstances. Like 
John Marshall, Hugh L. White was a great lawyer and a great judge, 
even without reading and without books. Naturally enough for him, 
he despised a 'case lawyer,' and still more, a mere out judged 

During the following five years, he devoted himself assiduously to 
his studies and his business; steadily increasing and extending his 
reputation for honesty, industry, and ability. The whole results of 
the professional efforts of those five years, eternity only can disclose; 
but time has already devdoped enough to demonstrate that Hugh L, 
White.ia entitled to an overflowing measure of the purest and loftiest 

-IS 
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ikme which the noblest profesnonal exertioDs of the lawyer can give— 
the fame of powerful benevolence— ^f eameetlj and effectively pro- 
moting the welfare of his fellow-men. There are none who are cobt 
versant with bts own history, and with the history of East Tennessee, 
who cannot remember many irrefutable testimooies to his praise — 
tears of gratitude, shed by wives whose husbands his powerful aigu- 
ments have saved from the hangman^s rope, and blessings of children 
whose fathtfs have been preserved from Uie brand of blood-guilciness. 
There are men even now living, whose powerful frames will heave with 
mighty emotion when they speak of him, who now rests so quietly from 
his labors ; not only because, as a lawyer he argued thdr cases, but 
because as a kind and sympathizing friend he lifted them from depths 
of deg^radation and crime, and with words of kindly counsel, as well as 
by his own pure and lofty example, encouraged them to **go, and sin 
no more." 

The noble powers of his vigorous and elastic intellect, and the 
whole exertions of an uncommon faculty of steady and laborious 
application, were scrupulously devoted to the interests of his clients; 
His invariable punctuality to eyerj engagement, and his feitlifulness 
in the dischaige of every responsibility gave him so strong an addi* 
tional hold upon the esteem and confidence of the community, that it 
would have been di£Scult to empannel a jury not already strongly 
inclined in his &vor. This predisposition was always corroborated by 
his straightforward contempt for any advantages derivable from legal 
quibbles, even in advance of the weight of his argumentation, and the 
influence of the fervent earnestness with which he plead his cause. 

At the end of this short term of practice, Mr. White's legal acquire- 
ments and abilities had given him sudi a professional reputation, that, 
in 1801, at the early age of twenty-eight, he was elected Judge of the 
Superior Court, then the highest judicial tribunal in the State. Con* 
oentrated and successful assiduity in tho study of his profesiKion had 
already, however, prepared him to perform with credit the important 
functions of this high station. Possessed cfi an eminently legal mind, 
he had equal or superior moral endowments. In the practice of law 
he h^d ever applied the principles of justice ; and had to an uncom« 
mon extent escaped the one-eided habits of thought, and incapacity 
of balancing both sides of a question, which is the common fate of flie 
tnere attorney. 

While on the bench, his intercourse with the members of the bat 
was marked by the kindHness and genuine courtesy which character* 
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bed him m every relatioii ia Itfe. He aasnmed no penonal nor offlcial 
superiority, nor exhibited any &voritiiia or preference, unleBs sneh 
namee coald be api^ed to a coBetanft readiMss to aid and encourage 
the yoQBger lawyers^ and to afford them every fair opportonity of 
getting into notice and bneineas. 

Li 1809, Judge White was appointed IHatrict Attorney of the 
United States, but soon resigned the ofSce; fw Ate reason, stated in 
a letter to James Madison, then Secretary of State, that he found it 
impoaBiUe to attend at once to the duties of the oflkse, and to otibters 
which he considered paramount; and that by the constitution of th^ 
State, he should, by acceptance of the Attorneyship, be precluded 
from taking the seat in ths Legislature, to which he had been 
re-elected. 

In the same year the judiciaiy of Teanessee was oiganised anew, 
and a supreme court established, in which, although not a candidate 
for the oflSce, he was appointed to preside. He held this station six 
yeais ; during which time he was continually associated with the most 
eminent men in Tennessee, and by the abk and impartial dischaige of 
his duties, gaye universal satisfiiction. The perspicuity, accuracy, and 
uneompromifling honesty of his opinions raised him into such high 
and uniyersal estimation, that his final resignation of his seat Was 
received with great and unmingled regiretT 

At the close of his appointment as Spanish Commissioner, in 1824, 
he was again unanimously appointed by the legislature. Judge of the 
Supreme Court of Errors and Appeals of the State of Tennessee, but 
declined the appointment, alleging in his letter of declinature to 
Governor Carroll, his feeble health, and the fact that his acceptance 
would compel a number of clients to seek new counsel ; thus, in his 
opinion, causing them more injury than would be compensated by his 
acceptance, with no &irer prospect of ability for the discharge of the 
duties of the ofSce. This declinature is an honorable instance of self- 
sacrifice and devotion to the interests of his fellow-men. 

On more than one occasion Judge White was offered a seat on the 
bench of the Supreme Court of the United States by President 
Jackson ; but this appointment he steadily refused. This refbsal may 
be considered fortunate, in saving Judge White from coming under 
any feal or fiincied obligations to the dominant political party, and 
more especially, as being the means of preserving a noble example of 
purity and high-minded disinterestedness where it certainly was 
needed — in the field of political action. 

2 
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A single short anecdote, relating to this portion of Judge White's 
publio life, will natorallj conclude this chapter. A law student, living 
at a considerable distance, had come to Enoxrille for a license. 
Having heard nrach of the professional learning and abilitjLof Judge 
White, he proceeded to his residence, and with great trepidation 
inquired for him^ thinking possibly that the judge would receive 
him '>with his ermine on," and with an imposing display of officisl 
pomp. Being told that the Judge was at his farm, he went in search 
of him; and discovering an individual veiy boaUy engaged in 
ploughing, inquired Amt Judge White. '^ I am the man, sir," was the 
answer. ^ I wish to obtain a law license,** said the young man-; *^ and 
have come to be examined." *^ Well, sir," replied the Judge, " if you 
will be good enough to come down into the shade, I will attend to 
the business with great pleasure." So the Judge tetened his horse, 
selected a shady seat, invited the aspirant to another, subjected him 
forthwith to a searching examination, fovmd him well qualified, invited 
him to partake of the hospitalities of his house, made out the required 
license, and returned to his plough-handle. 



CHAPTER IV. 
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In 1807, Judge White was elected a member of the State Senate ; 
and re-elected in 1809. So acceptably did he perform the duties of 
this position, that he was a tijird time, in 1817, requested to resume 
it) which he consented to do, and was elected by a vote nearly unani- 
mous. During the session of 1807, he compiled the present state 
system of Land Laws, and procured their enactment ; a service for 
which all Tennesseans who remember the destructive frauds and 
Tiolent and bitter controversies which were frequently attendant upon 
the old system, must still feel grateful. On this^occasion he delivered 
his first political speech, which was acknowledged to be a production 
of great power and cogency. In 1817, he took charge of a bill intro- 
duced by Mr. Trimble, a member from Davidson county, taxing very 
heavily any banking institution which should attempt to do business 
in the State without a charter from it The object of this bill, which 
was generally approved, and indeed passed almost unanimously, was 
to prevent thp Directors of the United States Bank from establishing 
a branch bank in the State. We shall here proceed to narrate, though 
oat of their strict order in time, certain subsequent occurrences relat- 
ing to this bill, for the sake of the coiinection, and to exemplify the 
State patriotism and disinterestedness with which Judge White could 
advocate the undefended cause of the absent^ notwithstanding his 
dissent from their political opinions, and disapproval of their course : 
and that without sacrificing his own consistency or beliefe. Four 
months before the passage of this bill in the State Legislature, an 
application had been made for the establishment in Nashville of a 
branch of the United States Bank, which was signed by sixty of the 
most influential citizens of the town and its vicinity. At the head of 
this list stood the name of the Hon. Felix Grundy. In the face of 
this petition however the bill passed, to the entire satisfaction of a 
laige majority of the people of the State, so far at least as could be 

« He xeodV0d Mwy vol* bol om In Knox voaafty, 

IS 
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judged from the cordiality with which their representatives were 
reeeived bj them, and the number of them afterwards re-elected. 

This act of this body was prominently noticed in the Senate Chamber 
of the United States^ as late as April 20th, 1838, when the Adminis- 
tration, influenced greatly in its general policy by Grenend Jackson^ 
was making powerful efforts to carry through its favorite scheme^ the 
passage of " A bill to prevent the issuing and drcidation of the biU% 
notes, and securities of corporations, created by Congress, which have 
expired.** During the discussion Mr. Benton read a letter from 
General Jackson, dated Nov. 29th, 1837, in which^ to manifest his 
titter aversion to the banking system, he denominated these sixty 
gentlemen, many of them his own friends and honest supporters, and 
some of them determined to stand bv and defend his administration 
at all hazards, an " aristocratic few," attempting to carry their own 
ends, in defiance of the State authority. When subsequently Mr. 
Orundy in particular, and perhaps others of these gentlemen, appar- 
ently forgetful of having iBver borne any part in the movement, thua 
BO severely condemned by General Jackson, made war upon the whole 
banking system — " war," in Mr. Grundy's strong and emphatic lan- 
guage, ** to the knife, and the knife to the hilt " — Judge White, though 
the main instrument in the passage of the law, in -opposition tp the 
wishes of the sixty, hearing them thus denounced upon the floor of 
the Senate, spoke in their defence. Although Mr. Grundy offered not 
a word pf apology or explanation for them or for himself. Judge White 
exculpated them from the serious charge of attempting that which 
was expressly prohibited by the laws of their State, by showing that 
their petition was prepared and presented before the enactment of 
the law for taxing foreign banks doing business in Tennessee, During 
this debate^ Judge White showed that General Jackson, in 1818, 
while that law was in full force, in anticipation of the establishment 
of this bank at Nashville, signed recommendations of two gentlemeOi 
one for President, and the other for Cashier; thua lending to the 
scheme the sanction of his name, and even, in order that it might 
have its full weight, appending his former official title of ^ Mi^or 
General, Southern Division"; to which, as Judge White insisted, he 
then had no right. During this forcible exposition of the varying and 
inconstant courses of men in high posiUond, Judge White also read a 
document transmitted to the President and Directors of the United 
States Bank at Philadelphia, dated in 1818, containing the proceed* 
ings of a town meeting at Nashville^ «nd likewise a letter from thu 
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NaahTiUe oommiitee of sixiy, headed by Mr. Ora&dy, in 

siune legisktore is most contemptaonsly spoken of; from each of 

which doonments we make an exiraot. The town meeting 

» 

Sesohed — ** That it is the sense of this meeting, that the State law passed 
by the legislature of this State, in taxing banks to be established in this 
State by an aathority other than the laws of this State, while the banks 
established by the authority of the Stale are not taxed, is impolitic ani 
uneontHiuiionaL'' 

The oommiitee in their letter say : 

** In making this statement to yon, we are inflneneed by what we 
believe a duty we owe to the character of Tennessee. For she has not 
been leas nnUbrm in her political principle, and inviolable attachment to 
the general government, than distinguished for her alacrity and prowess 
an defending the honor of the Union. And lest persons at a distance 
should suppose from her legislature having inconsiderably raised the arm 
of hostility against a. great fiscal establishment of the geneiAil govern- 
ment, that her character was nolto be confided in, we seize with pleasure 
every opportunity to show to the world that each condnsion is erroneons.'' 

There was also a private letter from Judge Qmndy to this same 
bank at Philadelphia (which Judge Gnindy admitted to Judge Whiter 
while in the presence of Ool. Benton and othersi to be a true copy) ; 
which Judge White read on the floor of the Senate^ as follows : 

"Dear Sir: Frpm a knowledge that some acquaintance must have 
been formed between you and myself at Washington, many of my nelgh^ 
bors have frequently solicited me to forward to you a list of the names 
of fit persons to whom to confide the management of a branch bank of 
the United States at this place. I have heretofore declined it, nor should' 
I at any time have said anything on the subject, had it not been for the 
puerile attempt of our last Legislature to prevent an establishment of » 
branch here altogether. The motives which gave birth to that meaeuns 
were selfish, the policy contracted, and the views of such men cannot be 
liberal and impartial. Any number, from seven to thirteen, might be 
selected from the following, and the choice could not be a bad one. 
Jenkin Whitesides, Andrew Hays, Randall MeOavocke, John P. Ertoin, 
Thomas JET. Fletcher, James Stewart, Felix Robertson, Robert Weakly, 
Eliha S. Hall, Alfred Balch, William Carroll, Thomas ffiU, George W. 
Gibbs, Robert 0. Foster, Samuel Zt^fwd, • 

*' Those printed in Holies are merehants ; the otheMi subatantial llrio» 
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holden* and. men of kileUigence. A board of managDn seleeted from 
them would, in my opinioD, condact the aJTaira of the institution with 
ability and integrity. Although you and the directors have a diBcretioii 
as to number, between seyen and thirteen, I would submit to you the 
propriety of the largest number. It may have an effeet in keeping down 
that spirit of opposition which has hitherto manifested itself. 

" I have no fears that any attempt will be made to enforce the Ten- 
nessee law. Should there be, it will be re-visited with effeot here, no 
concern need be felt on that subject. Should there be no impropriety in 
it, I should like to know when you will put the institution in operation 
here ? and it would seem to me that some persons should be authorised 
beforehand to provide a house, Ac. You will excuse me for the freedom 
of my suggestions. If unneoessary, they are hannles8.^V 

Your obedient servant, 

Fiux QmiTvinr. 

Wh. JoBncs, Esq., Flresideni Ul 8. Bank, PhUaMphia. 

, '^P. S. — Although this is addressed to yoa only, I have no oljectioii 
to its being seen by any of the directors. 

E.G." 

Judge White then added^ << This letter Was written in 1818. It 
remained a secret in the hands^ and for the guidance of, a directory of 
a powerful monied inslitntioni from the time of its receipt, till 1835^ 
without any on6 of those calumniated in it, having any -suspicion 
that among their acquaintances there oould be found a man, capable 
of thus wtahhing their reputatum in the dark. It was brought to 
light by the investigating committee, and from the time I first saw it, 
until now, I have never been able to think favorably of its author. 
The man yiho could thus treat me might deceive me once, but he never 
will a second time, unless, perchance, he should hereafter do some act, 
which comports with the character of an honorable man.'' Mr. 
Grundy was forced to make a rejoinder, whieh embraced a confe^ion 
of having done all Judge White had charged him with doing— even 
to speaking, writing, reporting, and memorialising in faror of a U. S. 
Bank and of a branch institution at Nashville. In the following June 
Mr. Gmndv replied to Judge White's remarks, which he affected to 
repel with disdain and scorn, and attributed them to the predominance 
of prejudice and passion in the bosom of the latter. Judge White 
replied with much spirit and effect to Mr. Grundy's defence. ^' He 
hoped never to see the di^y when he would be obliged to take six 
weeks to prepare and con OTer an answer to any speech; he regretted 
ailioeiely to know that his colleague had grown so deaf of late, as not 
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to h^YB hetrd the whole of hia remarks. Bat," asked Judge White, . 
'' what is the nibstanoe of his reply, so long in ooming ? Does he 
eontroyert a single fact? Does he attack a single position? Does 
he meet a single argument of mine ? Take hb reply now and at the 
time my speech was delivered, and can you find in either, a single 
fact alleged hy me, denied or controverted t No, sir I no discipline, 
no drilling can hring him to deny anything advanced. I will not 
take bsek a word (continued Jadge W.) ; nothing but the character 
of this place prevents me from saying more : and my colleague has 
permission to believe that I have spoken out of the Senate, what I 
.have spoken here.'' 

To this thorough expoution no reply was ppssible^ and noine was 
made. 

In the session of the Tennessee legislature of 1817, Judge While 
drafted an act for the prevention of duelling, which efieetnally pre- 
served that State from becoming the scene of this horrible and sense- 
less mode of indul^ng personal ^nmity. He held in utter abhorrence 
this wicked and desperate practice of setting at naught one's own life, 
the life of an Kntagonist, and the peace and happiness of the many 
interested on either side. His whole private «id public life may 
attest his high sense of honor; but he would never admit that duelling 
is the proper means for its defence when assailed. He maintained 
that it required far greater courage to refuse to fight, in the feoe <tf the 
so-called " laws of honor'' than to fight ; and avowed himself deficient 
in that sort of cpurage which was requisite either to rush unbidden 
into the presence of his God before the appointed time, and without 
having finished the work assigned to him on earth, or to consign his 
fellow-creatures to a like destiny. His views upon this subject made 
a lasting impression throughout the length and breadth of the State. 
In East Tennessee, where he was best known, and exerted the meet 
profound influenoci an aversion to dqelling is proverbial. Men ever 
ready to defend their rights, to protect the defenceless from all aggies> 
sions, or at an hour's warning to go forth armed at their country's 
call, shun the reputation of the duellist, and the crime of the duel. 

These messures, important and meritorious as they were, are only 
a few, selected from the many important services rendered by Judge 
White to his own State while a member of her legislature; although 
it is impossible in this place to do more than barely make allusion to 
the remainder. 



CHAPTER V. 

PAmonO SPIBOMB — 'WtLDtBSSSS JCmRHET TO 6XNXBAL JACKSON. 

In the spring of 1812, an Indian styling himself ^ The Prophet,^ 
belonging to the Northeiti tribe of Shavnees, who, partly instigated 
by the British, were making preparations for a war against the United 
States, despatohed his brother Tecumseh to the Creek Indians, inhabit- 
ing the tract of country between the Chattahoochee and Tombigbee 
rivvrs, and extending firom the Tenneisee river to the Florida line, for 
the purpose of enlisting the' Southern tribes in the same enterprise. 
After repeated oonferences, Tecumseh succeeded in infusing into the 
minds of sereral of their most influential leaders a feeling of deadly 
hostility towards the whites. These chiefe, in turn, by their intrigues 
and harangues, at length aroused an insatiate desire for warfare in the 
minority of the nation. They resolved upon instant hostilities ; and 
savage ineurrions of the usual sudden and devastating nature ensued. 
Whole families were horriUy butchered. All the frontier of Georgia 
and Southern Tennessee, at once becaiae the scene of frightful out- 
rages ; and this cruel warfare was waged, not only against the whites, 
but also against such of the Creeks as were disposed to preserve their 
friendship with them. Many peaceable Indians were thus driven to 
take refuge with such settlers as they might have formerly befriended^ 
Or with whom they might otherwise have amicable relations. 

The treacherous massacre of Fort Mimms, which took place 
August 90ih, 1812, awoke a universal feeling of horror and violent 
resentment throughout Tennessee. Her legislature, which convened 
a few days afterwards,, passed an act authorizing the Executive, in 
conformity with instructions previously received from the Secretary 
of War, to call into the field three thousand five hundred volunteers, 
and to commence a vigorous campaign against the enemy. To 
guard against all oontingehcies, two hundred thousand dollars were 
voted for their support General Jackson, who was supposed to be 
better qualified than any other man in the State, having been appointed 
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bj the Gotrernor to Uie eommtnd of the Second IMvinmi of Tennenee 
Militia, and having leoeived orders for immediate action, hastened to 
cany them into effect He accordingly set out early in October and 
waa soon encamped on the borders of the enemy's conntrj. 

Bumors of G^ieral Jackson's near spproach to the Creek Nation, and 
of the strong probability that he would be opposed by a considMable 
body of Creeks, arrived almost daily at Enozville. Then it was 
reported that he waa surrounded with serioas diAcuhies; that his 
brave mea were contending not only with the sons oi the forest, but 
with fauune >nd want, pven to the extremity of sustaining life on 
''roots and acorns." Hopoig to be able to render some relief to his 
ooaatrjraien in their distressed and destitoto condition, Judge White 
kit the bench, and with twp other companions, the Honohible Luke 
Lea, and Honorable Thomas L. Williams, started for the wildemesSb 
After several days and nights ,of perilous adventure^ they reached the 
encampment of the East Tennessee troops at Fort Armstrong on 
the Coosa, on the 18th of November. Here they learned from Oene- 
rai Cocke that owing to some disaffection among his troops, no juttO> 
tion had been formed between the East and West Tennessee divisions^ 
that for want of a messenger no communication had passed between 
them, and that General Jacksotf did not even know the reasons which 
led to General White's return from Turkey-town.* Judge White 
eaj^essed great anxiety for the fate of the West Tennessee division, 
and fear that they might be cut oS, or very materially injured, for 
the want of that support which had been expected from the East 
Tennessee troops; and offered to be the bearer of any despatches 
General Cocke might choose to send. He accordingly left on the 

♦ 

* Ik Is proper hm to sdTert to tiM chvgM or tiMlniuttloiM of InfobordiiMlloB, or otliff 
Aditer motlres, which were niado by Qenerol Jackion*! biographers, at and tinoe thlt tixno, 
against Oenoral While, for jolnlaf General Oooke, Instead of continuing on to Join Jackson at 
fort Strother, at the time alluded to In the text. The truth of the case was this: Qenenil 
White, baTlng been ordered bj Jackson to Join him, undertook to put his foroe In motion firom 
TuAeytown, tor that purpose; but discorered that the men would not Obey such orders, but 
would rcfknm to Qeneral Oocko, Instead, for the reason, alleged I7 theol, that^th^j and their 
horses would Incur an imminent risk of starratlon In the adrance. This was not an unreason- 
able fear; It Is weD known that General Jackson's forces at Uiat Terytfme were almost entirely 
dIsoigiMlaed fh>m iMk of proTWona. Under those cir o n w sta ac es Qeneral Oocke doolded to 
itcaU General White. He was influenced hereto, also, by the consideration that alter this Junc- 
tion, the superior morals of (he tro<^ under his own command would enable htm to comptf 
Whftic't men to march anywhithar ; and by the fact that the diday would enable him to pro* 
eu*-* suppuea. Instead of being sent to Jackson, thfrefore. General White was detached In 
anotboi: direction, against the Hlllabee Towns, where be did good serrlce. Such being the case, 
the Uame, If any, must rest wUh the rank and file and subordinate officers of General White's 
detachnient, for reiiulng to encounter what they supposed would be serioas danger of stafra^ 
Hon ^ and not with their commander, who could not compel the services of unwilling mpii^n . 
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morning of thd i4tli November, with both verbal and snitten 
despatches, and reached General Jackson's encampmetit on the 18th, 
at 12 o'clock. After consultation with General Jackson as to the 
best means of relieving him fix>m his embarrassed sitaation, lie 
retmned to Fort Armstrong with important despatches from General 
Jackson to Genend Ck)cke, and remained until General 'White's 
detachment returned from the Greek Nation, and- a junction was 
formed on the 8th December, between the two divisions at Fort 
Btrother. It was then determined that he should return through the 
wOdemess to Tennessee, fuid exert his influence in raising^ volunt^iSi 
and procuring provisions for the distressed and fiamishing army. 

He appealed directly to the patriotism of his brother-in-law, Colonel 
Jolm Williams, commander of the d9th regiment, who, having raised a 
force of 600 men, had enlisted in the regular anny, and was making 
preparations for an expedition to New Orleans. He told Colonel 
Williams that he had been commissioned by Genefal Jackson^ to 
represent to him '^his condition as very deplorable, that his men had 
all abandoned him except his life-guard, and unless he came to lus 
aid, "the country would be overrun by savages, the inhabitants become 
victims of every species of cruelty, and the reputation of their State 
forever blasted." 

But Judge 'White's exertions did not end here. He remained with 
Colonel Williams nearly all night, using every means in his power to 
impress upon his mind tiie necessity of relieving Jackson's force. 
His importunities finally prevailed.* Colonel Williams acquiesced m 
his wishes ; wrote to the War Department, stating his intention to 
proceed to General Jackson's head-quarters, instead of to the South 
according to his 'previous instructions ; and upon learning that his 
plans were approved by the government, at once marched for 
the former destination, and arrived with his troops, February 6th, 
1814. 

On the 14ih, they marched in quest of the enemy, and reached 
the village of Tohopeka on the 27th, where they found a strong force 
of Indians, a thousand or twelve hundred in niunber, awidting their 
approach ; upon which there ensued the most desperate engagement 
of the whole war, the blpody Battie of the Horse-Shocf 

The intrepidity .nd finmuMS of the 89th je^ent, the ekiU 

* OoloneT ^(nniams said that Jadge White's argnmenta and peraoaaloiis ued to hfan ai Ihli 
timet were altogether roperior to anything he ever heard firom him at the Bar. 

t General Jackson, In e}rpre88lng his gratitude to Col. W., after the engagemexft, remarked, 
*■ flir, yon hare placed me oti the road to high mlltary fame.*' 
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of their coxxihiaiider, Colonel Williams, the sli of the friendly Indiana 
under 'Colonel Gideon Moigan, and of Captain Russell's company 
of spies, decided the hard-fought battle ; which gaye a death-blow to 
the hopes of the enemy, and brouglit the war to a successful teimi- 
nation. 

While absent on this expedition, Judge White missed seyecal terms 
of his court By the laws of Tennessee the Judges were paid only 
in proportion to duty performed* The legislature, however, in con- 
sideration of the services he had rendered to General Jackson, 
passed a resolution that thei:e ahould be no deduction from hi% 
salaiy. But -he declined the gift; refusing to receive more than that 
for which he had rendered actual service. He said that *^ hie country 
was in distress ; that the aid he had rendered was without the hope 
of rewards and that he would receive none,^ 



CHAPTER VI. 
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Befobe resigning hia seat on the Supreme Bench in ISIS, Jndge 
White was elected President of the Bank of Tennessee. Fortunately 
for him, his early habits of labor and- activity bad so strengthened his 
constitution, which was naturally delicate, as to enable him to endure 
an immense amount of bodily and mental fatigue. In or^er fully to 
discharge his numerous and important duties, he waa at this time 
accustomed to rise early, take breakfast by candle-light, and be in 
town at his post, by dawn of day, usually riding to and from his 
duties. He was fond of horseback exercise, and always rode fine 
horses, and with great ease and grace. His command over them was 
extraoi^dinary. One morning while acting as supreme judge, he was 
riding into town from the eastern entrance (all who are acquainted 
with the location of Knoxville, know something of the hilly ascent). 
Near what was then denominated the '' Spout Spring,'' he came across 
a man driving a wagon, very heavily loaded. Jt was during the 
winter season ; the roads heavy, the hill very steep, and the driver 
not very well skilled in the management of his horses, which seemed 
much more inclined to descend than to ascend the elevation. Many 
persona were collected on either side of the atreet, whose object aeemed 
to be* rather to observe, than to render aid. Judge White sat for some 
minutea on hia horae, closely acanning the operations. He finally dis- 
counted, and offering hia assistance, took the linea, .mounted the 
saddle-horae, and by hia akill aa a driver^ quickly carried the Igad and 
horaea to the top of the^alippery hill; 

Hia high qualificationa aa a financier were fully eatabliahed by the 
auccesa «f the bank ; " auch waa the wiadom of hia management^ that 
ita paper waa always equal to specie, aa it waa 'lifted' with ailver and 
gold when presented for payqpent; indeed, it waa the only inatance 
for aeveral years of a bank paying apecie in the Weatem country. 
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Ae stock of tliis bank nerer depreciated, bvft was alwtys eqtial to any 
bank stock in the Uaion«^ 

In Jal J, 1827, Judge White resigned the office of Prendent as well 
as Director of the bank ; his reasons for this conise are given in ^ 
letter to the directors of the bank, June 80th, 1827. We need not 
insert them here. It. is, howeyet, proper to substitute the following 
statement of the hinctors iu reference to this transaction, which is 
found in the Begister of Julj llUh, 1827 : 

" The Bank' of Tennessee oommeneed its operations on the 30tb day of 
November, 1812. Hugh L. White has been the President thereof ever 
since. He has repeatedly and earnestly desired, that he might not be 
elected either a Director or the Presidealv bat the stockholders have 
been desirous to retain him and avail ihemselves of his 
From the 30th day of Nov., 1812, 4o the lOfth day of January, 
1815, he received no salary or compeasatien whatever for his services. 
On the 9th day of January, 1815, the stockholders allowed him an 
annual salary of one thousand dollars, which continued till the Ist of 
January, 1820, at which 4ime it was increased to fifteen hundred dollars 
per annum. 

^'On the diet of March, 1821, he was appointed a Commissioner under 
the Florida Treaty with Spain, which appointment he oenfcinaed to hold 
until the 9th day of Jane, 1824^ a litDe upwards of three years* When 
the Commission .was not in se ssi oa , his altenlieB was devoted to the 
buftiaess of the bank; and although this was the case^ he uniformly 
refused to receive any salary for his services, and never has received one 
cent for any services he rendered the bank between the 31st of March, 
1821, and the 1st day of July, 1824. About the last of October, 1825, he 
was elected Senator of the U. S. ; and since his election, he has uniformly 
given his attention to the business of the bank when he was not neces- 
sarily absent, and during the whole of this time, tiiat is from the 3 Ist 
Dec., 1825, to this date, has received from the bank for his services, only 
the sum of three hundred and aef«nty*ive' dollars, equal, barely, to oaa 
quarter's salary. From the first organisation of the bank to this time. It 
has oniformly relied upon hin» for all the legal advice the Direct<)ra 
needed, which he has uniformly given, for which he hks never demandsd 
or received one cent in compensation. Any* suits to which the bank was 
a party, when the business could be done at Kaoxville, he has attended 
to as a lawyer, for which he has never asked or received one cent. 

" He is not a borrower of money from the bank to the amount' of one 
dollar, and is an endorser on one note only, and. that for barely three 
hundred dollars. 

" The bank has uniformly had the use of his prirato funds for nothing. 
He has, in many instanoes, taken journeys upon the business of the bank, 
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when a ooafidentiat' person wns neeeeanry, nnd in no hielMi^. has ha 
reeeived any compensation whatever for any sneh services. 
" Given under onr hands at KnoxviUe, the 27th day of Jane, 1827 : 

LuKX Lba» (kuhier, John Caosua, . 

William Park, Ej^Catlder, JoHir Hillsman, 

Anduw McMillan, 1 y. /tju-jl^ James Park, 

H. A. M. Whits, I * Patid CampbiLl, 

Caltut Moroan', 
BoBT. King, 
Jambs Dardis, 
JosBFH 0. SntoNo, Former Direehr.'* 

This home testimoDy» from neighbonn and men of standing, well 
acquainted with the oironmstanoea of theiHuei and firom diffevent poUtioil 
partiesi is entirely reliable; and its stateoients strikingly illustrate the 
lofty parity of Judge White, and his unselfish devotion to the interests 
of his felloW-citizens. We have here the case of a man trhb performed 
the onerous and responsible duties of a leading Bank officer thre^ 
years for uothing; three years more for nothing ^also, but this time 
while the salary. of fifteen hundred dollars only awaited aooeptanoe; 
for a year and a half more, for three months' salary; who declined to 
reeeive such sumsy not oti the ground tbAt he had not done the work, 
but for the unprecedented reason that he had been in the receipt of 
contemporary income for public servioeii rendered during the same 
period; who, under these circumstances, having also transacted the 
law business of the bank without fee or reward, obtained aecommoda- 
don from it not even to the extent of a single cent, nused np money 
b^ ita help, nor, except as endorser upon, one single small note, aided, 
others to do so. Such indiflference to pecuniary gains usually esteemed 
perfectly legitimate, and at the same time such active and untiring 
efficiency in th^ discharge of these unpaid duUee, ia very rare in this 
or any country. Whether such conduct be ' considered a lofty' 
exertion of virtue, or, as by Judge White himself, the mere perform- 
ance of Ordinary duty. It is not here assumed to decide: But in 
either event, its rarity at least is the same : and that alone enUtles it 
to a careful record. 

To show that Judge. Wbite's character in this respect was appre- 
ciated abroad as well as at home, are given a few words from the 
United States Telegraph, published about the time of his resignation 
of the Presidencv of the Bank; 
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''Few iMifia any age have possMMd moce of that inoorraptible 
integri^ whioh plaoes pablio men Aore private scandal. We Ten tore to 
aaaeri ibal no other matt wbo has been so long assoeiated with any 
monied instita^n in the eonntry, can deserve as maoh as the offioers of 
this bank have said of Jodge White. We take pleasors in zeoording Mb 
evidence of his Roman virtaes.'^ 

.One or two meodotesi kindly fnraished by Dr. Bamseyi the well- 
known historian of Tennessee, will foKher illnstiate the home reputa- 
tion and influence of Judge White, as a safe and reliable financier. - 

" When in 1836 the books for the sabacription of stock in our great ra&- 
Toad enterprise were first opened in Knoxville, we who w6re appointed 
oommisdoners for that purpose, experienced great difficulty in obtaining 
•nbscriptions. We found few willing to adventure anything ; some 
obj[eoting to the whole schema as wild, visionary, and impracticable. 
On the evening of the last day of subscription Judge White was sent for. 
We exhibited to him our meagre list of subscribers, and the inadequate 
amount of stock. He made a few sensible remarks On the subject, and 
«dded that elsewhere, when citisens had not the money on band unem- 
ployed, they used their credit. He proposed "the formation of an associa- 
tion of twenty, of vrhich he would himself be one, to subscribe to the 
enterprise. The association was at. .once formed, nineteen of us joined 
him, with him aubeoribing $200,000, and- thus securing the charter at 
the very end of the time to which the commissioners were limited by 
law. His example and influence thus saved the charter.'' 

When the Bank of the Stete of Tennessee was chartered (I believe in 
1813) some one was needed to go to tbe East to have the necessary 
engravings — ^plates &c., prepared to put the bank in operation. The 
task was then herculean — there were no stages^<-much less steamboata 
and railroad cars. The long journey was to be performed on horsebaek» 
Younger men shrunk from the underteking. His professional duties at 
home scarcely allowed him to leave the Stete. But mounting his horse 
he rode to the Eastern cities — had the engrarings made — ^the bills struck 
— ^looked into the forms qf financiering which were then all unknown in 
the West — and with the whole machinery of the first Bank -of Tennessee 
about his person and in hi^ portmanteau, he returned to Knoxville in so 
short a space of time, tiiat the expedition was considered quite a remark- 
able adventure. 

I may as well here fiidd one word of his Jinaneial dhUUy. At that 
time gold and silver were the only circulating money in the Stete, banking 
in the West was in ite infancy ; and to put a Stete institution into suc- 
cessful operation among a people strangers to a paper currency and 
prejudiced agunst the credit system, required fiscal talente of the first 
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ordar. Bnl his stroog eonraon seMt,'fai6 far^atekig Hamwnmwai and 
his anquesliQned probity tiieeefded in overooming tiKe MmiBg^ insure 
nountabie difloiiltiaa which h« •aeoBatend. Tha paieai hank he man* 
aged IB person at Knosville, established sareral bnuich^ elseiHiese, and 
a sounder eBmnc j na Sfeste was blessed with while he Ba,Baged ila 
finances. 

, The fijttowiBg ia an instaneeof the earefiil pvootealiljr wilh which 
Judge White mpeiuitended of«D ninate details of B^k maBage^ 
meiit. * * 

Believipg that <' example is better than precept,'' and being a man 
of few words, Jndg^ White g^aenJl j act^ iosteafl of talking. While 
he was president of the Bank of Tennesaee, he aooompaiiied his 
danghters to a ball, giren in KnozriMe. hoke Lea, who was oashior 
at the time, and a single gentleman, was also present. When the 
hour for dispernng came/ the Judge went to Mr. Lea (wtiom he found 
at the card table, with a number of other gentlemen, engaged in a 
game of whist), and said, ^' If you are not going to leave this pl^tcei 
give me the key of the bank, an4 1 will act as guard myself/' Hr. Lea 
answered that he wouldl go immediately to his post, and remain thero, 
l*be Judge,, after seeing his daughten hosna (twomilca in the bonntry), 
fearing Mr. .Lea might become so absorbed as to neglect or become 
forgetful of his duty, mounted his horse, and returned to 'town. He 
went first to the bank, but finding no one there, he repaired to the 
ball-room, and there found Mr. L^a still at the card table. Without 
saying one word, he stepped fbrward and demanded the key. Against 
this Mr. Lea remonstrated, but the Judge was inexorahle. He oould 
pot be induced to abandon his intention of lemaining all nighty 
which he aotual^ did. 

Mr. Lea, who became disttngnished fisr business habits, and fbt 
great uprightness abd integrity of ehaiBctiW) says this was the most 
effectual rebuke be eyer had. It was a lesson he neyer forgot 
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BXBYICXfl UNDER THX GBNE&AL GOYERNMBlnr, AS 00MMIS8I0VBB 
. UNDER THX TRXATT WITH SPAIN. 

When Florida was ceded to the United States in 1819, the latter 
agreed to exonerate the Spanish QoYemment from ^dl future claims 
on account of depredations conomftted during tiie war of 1812 by 
Spatiish subjects upon property of her citizens; and likewise that 
those citizens should be indemhifi^ to the amount of the purchase 
money ($5,000,000) for all loss or injury originating from the domgs 
of foreign cruisen^ agents, consuls, or tribunals, in the Spanish terri- 
tory, winch might bd imputable to the Spanish gOYcmment It was 
to ascertain the amount of valid claims under this treaty, that Judge 
White, Hon. Littleton W. Tazewell of Virginia, and GoYemor King of 
Maine, w^^e appointed ComipissionerB by President Monroe, in 1821. 

In. 1820, from too dose application to business, Judge White's 
health had 1)egun to decline ; and it was feared that he must inevi^ 
tably become a victim of the dreadful disease which afterwards proved 
such a terrible scourge in his family. He therefore changed in some 
measure his babits of living, partly gav^ up business and retirecl to 
his fi&rm, where by his remarkable energy of will, in planning and 
pursuing a course of judicious exercise, he succeeded in regaining suffi- 
cient strength for undertaking the laborious task assigned him by this 
commission. During this temporary relief from the pressure of his 
many cares, he was in the habit of walking or riding over his fium, 
once every day. During one of these excursions, an incident occurred, 
trivial in itself^ but not without results of some personal importance to 
him. One morning, while visiting his pUmtaUon two miles distant from 
his residence, he had occasion t<^walk a log which lay across a creek. 
Hie weather was very cold, and the log ct»vered with ice. BiA foot 
slipped and he was plunged tnto the stream, which was of snffident 
depth completely to immerse him. His clothes immediately became 
frozen^ and in this condition l^e rode home, changed his dress, and 
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went to bed without delay. All were apprehensiye, that, in his 
delicate state of health, this accident would prove &taL But the 
excitement threw him into a profuse perspiration, and having slept, 
he arose as well as usuaL He was ever of opinion that this ciixsum- 
stanoe cured him, for from that time forward his health began to 
improve. 

Although Judge White held many important trusts in his own 
State, and was known there as a profound jurist and able statesman, 
yet he had nef er held office under the general government until he 
received this appointment imder the treaty with Spain. Some idea 
may be had of the arduous duties of the position he had now assumed, 
when it is reooUected that the commission only lasted for the diort 
space of three years, and that the whole immense amount of claims 
hiui to be received, examined, and decided upon, according to the 
principles of justice, the laws of nations and' the ^stipulations of the 
treaty between the high contracting parties.* The Intelligencer 
says: ^ The praise of ability, assiduify, and devotion to business will 
be conceded to this board ; ftnd it is. admitted that the President 
could not have made^ a more judicious choice of persons to execute 
this'ardiious trust*^ 

In xeference to the manner in which that trust was executed, Mr. 
Tas^well thus expresses himself in a letter to the writer, dated Kov; 
16th, 1853: 

'^ The duties of this commiadon proved to be very l^urdencfome ; much 
more so than either of us h^d antioipated. Many reasons combined to 
induce us to endeavor to complete it within the three years prescribed 
by the statute ss the term for the continuance ef the eommis^n. To 
enable us to accomplish this work wtth more &citity to onxselves, we took 
k>dgingB in the same boarding-house, to the end that our ooafbrenoes 
might be more conveniently held ; and labored at our task inde&tigably 
until it was fnished: It would not become me to say how the duties of 
the eommiBsion were discharged. But it is dup to Judge White to stete 
that whatever of good may have been done by it, ought to be ascribed 
mainly to his paidence, industiy and excellent Judgment^ 

During these three yesn, Judge W. lived on terms of great inti- 
macy with Mr. Tasewell, and contracted a strong iriendship for that 
thorough lawyer and profound thinker. Thb firiendship was warmly 

•TlMHaB.DwM Wtlatarii trid to hxn n ai l ii A fTS/WO tar yr owe Hlm 
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Mciproeated. Sajs Mr. Tazewell : ^ When we parted in Washington 
after the doee of the Florida eommiafuonf in 1824, it was in the pain- 
ful belief that we should not probably ever meet again. In this^ 
however, we were mistaken* The death of one of the Senators of 
Viiginia in the Congress of the United States produced a racaxusf in 
that office. To fill that vacancj I was elected by the legislature of 
thie State ; and I returned to my old lodgings in Washington, in the 
latter end of 1824, to enter upon the duties of this new station.** 

«« Judge W. was not a member of the Senate when I fint enteied 
that body. But the next year, 1825, Gen. Jackson, then one of the 
Senators of the State of Tennessee, lesigo^d his seat, and Judge W. 
was elected as his successor, and his votes while in that body pro? • 
that he was a Bef^iblican of the ' most straitest seet.' And this evpr 
dence was amply confirmed, by every sentiment I ever heaid fains 
utter, whether in private or public*! At the close of the jtufAo/k'ioi 
1831-32 they parted — Mr. Tazewell having resigned his seat ia die 
Senate ; and although Judge White continued in that body eight 
years afterwaida, they never met again. It was during one of the 
seoeases of Congress that the hand of affliction was laid heavily apon 
them both. Each lost a grown-up son ; and their meeting tA Ifaa 
commencement of th^ next session is described l>y one who witnessed 
it as very affecting^ neither being capable of utterance, bnt both i^iviag 
vent to their feelings in floods of teaic 

If any fbrther evidence is needed of the high estimalion ia whioh 

the legal ability and statesmanship of Jud^ W. were held| it appaaia 

in the selection of himself and Judge Burnett of Ohio, on the 19tk 

Nov., 1822, by the Qovemment of Kentucky, as Commissioaen to 

acQust the military land claims of Virginia. The Commwmonftrs 

.appointed on the part of Virgbia, were Benj. W. Leigh and Wnpu 

Gsston of North Carolina, His association with such men in the 

dischaige of «udi highly responsible dutiesi is a sufficient piopf of 

his great reputation for sdid and reliable sagacity and iatsgrityi na 

well as of professionid acquirements. * 



CHAPTEE VIII. 

flIVATOBIAL OARESR — PAHAMA MISSION-^FEDSRAI. ^UDIOIART. 

Taus fiur, Judge White has been preseilted to ihe reader chiefly ba 
a local juriiit and politiciaiL He will now appear as an actor in more 
important and interesting scenes ; in which his life and acts are inter- 
woren with national interests, and become portions of national histoiy. 
Nor can his character be adequately estimated without a full view of 
the manner in which he discharged the duties of his eleyated station 
in the National Le^slature. 

When Oeneral Jackson resigned his seat in the Senate of the 
United States^ in 1825, Judge White, being then fifty-two years of 
age, was elected for the remainder of his term, and continued to* fill 
the place until 1840, being thrice elected not only by a unanimous 
▼ote, but without having solicited the office. Even at his entranfce 
upon the duties of his position he brought much weight of character 
into our nationiil councils, acquired by the punctual and faithful dis- 
charge of all the responsibilities which had before that time been 
imposed upon him, by unyielding integrity, and by his well-known 
sound and safe habits of investigation, decision and action. 
• The fifteen years of Judge White^ senatorship belong to a period 
of more stormy and thrilling interest than any in American political 
history, since the adoption of the Constitution ; a period of party 
reorganisation, and reform and re-direction of public policy, effected 
and opposed, amidst the most reckless and impassioned political war- 
fiire. During all the mighty conflicts of principles and opinions, 
interests, parties and men, which made the Senate during Jackson's 
administration a chosen arena for the combats of intellectual giants; 
during the memorable conflicts upon the Mission to Panama, Internal 
Improvements; during the great struggle to establish Mr. Clay's 
^ American System," the critical battie withtNullification, the desperate 
contest with the United States Bank, and also during all the collateral' 
and contemporary minor debates that crowded every session, Judge 
86 



BBKASC9-— PANAMA iOSSlok 8T 

White was. often upon the floor, and in every struggle eostained hia 
part fearlessly, honorably and well. He was a disciple of the old 
Bepoblican school ; of the school of Jeflferson and of Jackson, and in 
aoeordance with the views of the statesmen of that school he discussed 
all the questions of the dhy;'and whatever external difierences 
he may have had with others of his own political belief to the 
declared principles of that belief he adhered firmly and consistently to 
thekst. 

In 1826f* during tho administration of John Quincy Adams, was 
introduced the question, now almost forgotten, of the Panama Mission^ 
This was debated in Congress, upon motions to send accredited Min* 
isters from the Government of the United States to a proposed Con^ 
vention of the Republics of North and South America, to be holden 
vpon the Isthmus of Panama. This Convention, was to discuss and 
determine^ if possible, commercial and international principles and 
courses of action in a free and liberal manner, siich as was befitting 
the joint action of free nations. Its objects were noble, and such as 
ionponiily tp enlist, an overwhelming pqpular feeling in &vor of the 
mission* The purposes for which it was claimed that the United 
States should participate in the Congress were represented to be 

1. To establish liberal international commercial regulations. 

.2. To determine and agree upon a doctrine of maritime neutraiity» 

3. To establish the doctrine that ^ free ships make free goods." 

4. To establish the ** Monroe doctrine," so called ; of preventing 
European interfdrenee with American national afetion. 

5. To advance religious liberty. 

6. To conciliate the good will of our American co-nations^ by 
accepting their invitation and aiding in their deliberations. 

This was an administration measure, and was opposed by the great 
mass of the opposition, then already organized as the Democrado 
party. Judge White, as an opposition speaker, delivered against it 
OB the 26th of March, 1826, a speech which discussed the gen^nl' 
principles brought up in the course of the debate (which Was secret, 
although afterwards allowed to be published); and which was pro- 
nounced ** the ablest exposition of the powers of government made 
during the whole discusston." 

After showing that the question was whether the Senate should 
mdifise this mission, and also that the not advising it ought not to 
^ve ofienee to the nations invitmg it, Judge White said, q)eaking 
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upon the Nport of the committee of the Senatei adyeneljr to the 
MuBioa: 



ICr. President: Were I to be adyioed by my feelings I afaoold remaiA 
ellenty bat when I reflect npon the relation in whjch X stand to the report 
new nnder consideration, a sense of duty compels me to submit to the 
Senate some of the views which my ,^mind has taken of this subject 

The only question l^ the expediency of the Mission to Panama. The 
Pkesident has distincliy asked of us an opinion upon this question. 

Our advice is to be given as freemen, not as slaves. In this course we 
eeire the Executive, maintain the dignity and independence of the Senate, 
and promote the.best interests of the United States. If the mission shanld 
not be advised, we ^ ve no eanse of offence to the Spanish . Amerioan States. 
The eridenoee heretofore given of onr fi^endship for them, in acknow- 
ledging their independence, and interposing our good offices to effect it, 
ought to shield us against any suspicion of unfriendly fe^ngs towards 
them, at present. The President will likewise comply with the only 
promise made to those who have tendered the invitation, his acceptance 
of it having been conditional *' if the Senate advise,*' J^. 

The subject is then fairly before us, for the exercise of our best Judg- 
ment, without a fear that any promise of the Executive will be violated, 
should the Senate disagree with him in opinion: but even if this were not 
so, we could not without a ehamefbl deraliation of duty, offer anythmg, 
aa our advice, but the result of our best judgment. 

The first reflection npon thie subject, is produced by it« novelty* Since 
the acknowledgment of our independence, it has no preeedent in our 
history. This oueht te beget caution and drcumspeotion. 

If Uiis mission should be advised, a new era will have commenced 
in the history of our foreign relations. Peace with, and good-WiH 
towards all nations, entangling alliances with none ; has been our car- 
dinal policy, in the time past It was recommended by the father of 
our Oonntry — ^repeated, and practised upon, by his republiean sncoeesbrs. 
Ifhen given, we were few in number, comparatively poor, and insignifi- 
oanti in the scale of nations ; now, we are twelve millions ; rich in men, in 
means and in character. Our prosperity has surpassod the most extra- 
ragant calculations of the most sanguine amongst us. 
. In our late contest with the most x>owerful nation In the oiviHxed 
world, unaided by, and unallied to, any other nation, we furnished con- 
clusive evidence, both upon the ocean and upon the land, that we are 
able and willing to defend the rich inheritance derived from our ancestors. 

The sincerity of our conduct in our intercourse with other nations, and 
6 oarefhl abstinence firom all interference In their concerns, united to our 
determined and suocessfbl resistanoe to lawless enoroaohmenta npon onr 
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riglitty bare given m a proud name throoglioiit the nations of the earth. 
Happy at home, and xetpeoted abroad, why ehonld we change the pdioy 
by wbieh theee bletntnga hare been obtained? 

We ought not to adrueit, except to obtain tome kuHn^ and impertaiiU 
Un^ for ike OkiUd Statm^ cortainiy attiOnable in th4$ mode, pro- 
bably to be attained in no other; bnt nerer ftom lympathy fbr othert, 
from, a deaixe to serve them, or firom a desire of gratiiying national 
tanity. 

We are then natorally led to inquire into the objects expected to be 
obtained, and the probability of accomplishing them in this mode. 

Here we cannot &il to ptfoeiye how jdifBoolt it appears to have been, 
for those who gave the invitations, to fix npo4 any sabjeotrfbr disciusion, 
which they believed of sofficient importance to the XTnited States, to 
indaoe th«n to acc^t those invitations;) hence, both the Minister from 
Colombia, and from Mexico, introduce the idea of suljeots ** which the 
Congress may give rise to,** Ac 

How can tiie .Senate advise the President to send Ministers to discuss 
unknown sul^ects t to accomplish objects which no person can deeig* 
natef and in relation to which it is Uhpossible to say whether their 
attiSinment would comport: with the honor and interest of the XTnited 
States, or not? Suppose those giving these invitations had 'Specified 
no subject whatever for discu^on, but had asked the attendance of 
our Ministers, to discuss, and come to an agreement, upon such subjecti as 
the Oongrees mig^t give rise to ; is there any one member of the Senate, 
that wpuld advise a mission upon such an invitation ? Would it not be 
^oqght both useless and hazardous? 

To these questions it would seem to me'there can be but one answeir. 
Pond would he be of the croaticm of officers, and heedless of the honor 
and interest of his country, who would advise the appoihtment of Minis- 
ten to a foreign country, to attend a Congress fbr the purpose of seeing 
whether a sulgeot could be produced that might be proper fbr an agree- 
ment with the United Statea. I will not degrade the Senate by supposing 
there is any such man ambng us, and will proceed with this investigation, 
as if no allusion had been made tp any unknown subject, which could 
iielther be deeignated, nor described. 

The first subject mentioned is, the rcristance or oppoiMon to be mad^ 
to the interference of any neutral nation in the war of Independence, te. 

Thia appeara to be a point a( primarjf imparMnpe, in the estimation of 
an concerned. Let us calmly and dispassionately reflect upon it. Six of 
the former Bpanifih American Colonies have declared themselves indepen- 
dent of Spain, and to maintain this independence, have put at hasard 
th^r lives and their fortunes. Spain asserts 'that they are still parts of 
her dominions, that she has the right to govern them, and that, cost whsi 
it may, she .w?ll reduce them to snljcction. The decision of this issue ia 
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Emitted to the God of battles. These ax oolonSes hare become six 
States, and are belligerent on one side, and Spain on the other. Hereto- 
fore these States hare exerted their strength* separatelj without any regn- 
lar allianoe with each other, although th^y have had a common enemy to 
contend with. The belief^ that it would coiidnce to their common inter- 
est, and best secure that independence for which all are contending, has 
induced five of them to enter into treaties, by which th^y are bound to' 
make common cause against Spain, <and by thdr united efforts, to compel 
ber to aclmowledge tjie Independence of each. To produce union in 
council, and concord in action and design among the new States,, they 
have devised the Ooagreas at Panama. It is to be perpetual Its primary 
and leading object is belligerent. Its secondary and inferior objects and 
duties are peaoeM. The first jsubject, then, which will daim the atten- 
tion of this Congress, is some plan, by which the independence of each 
State, will not only be maintained, but secured. 

A fear has been entertuned, that some European power, now neutral 
in this war, will be induced to unite with Spain, and lend her assistance 
to reduce these States to the cbndition of colonies. They wish to . pro- 
vide affunst such an 6vent, and in giving these invitations, they state, thai 
they haVe a pledge from the President, and that there is an accord between 
them and the Cabinet at Washington; that if any lieutral power does 
take part with Spain, the United States will take part with them ; and 
wish the attendance of our Ministers with a view to discuss the subjeeti 
and eome to an agreement in relation to it, by which it will be iTtipulated, 
what contingent each party shall famish when the ami foBdaniahaJl 
oc^ur; and they say, that in the meantime this ag^reement or convention 
may be kept ieoret. 

Mr. President, ^ object to sending ministers for the purpose of disooss- 
ipg and jooming' to any agreement or convention upon this subject. It is 
not true, as far as I am advised, that the United States stand pledged to 
take part in this war i^ any event whatever. Nothing can bind us to 
go to war with any nation, but a- declaration made in the proper form, 
and- by the proper department of this Gk>vemment. The 'Executive can- 
tot declare war, but 1 admit he may pursue a course of policy which 
will Justify other nations in making war upon us. Congress has taken no 
step, has done no act, has passed no law, by which we are ^mfd to 
unite with these new States in their war of independence, upon any;con- 
tingency whatever. The Executive bad no power to bind the United 
States by any pledge he could give. But What has he done ? The ground- 
work of this pretended pledge, it seems, is found in Preddent Monroe's 
Message of December 1828. It contains no pledge^t is a general decla- 
ration to his own Con^;rel^, of the sentiment which would be felt if any 
neutral should interfere o^ the side of Spain. Kotwithstanding that dec- 
laration, the ^United States were still at liberty^ consistentiy with their 
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Ibottor, to take part with the nev States, or omit to do so^ as the wisdom 
of Congress might Judge best, when any neutral power did take part with 
Spain. This declaration had a good effect. Kot widiing to give offence 
to the United States, it may have preyented some of the Knropean States 
from taking part with Spain. The new States have had the ftiU benefit 
of this declaration. Tfand the matter appears to hare rested, till the close 
of Mr. Monroe's Administration. Since the new Administration came into 
power, it seems, that upon the appearaace of a French fleet in onr seas, 
aome of the aew States called upon the ExecntivB to redeem the pledge 
which had been gpyen. Upon this application, in place of correcting the 
mistake upon thd snlject, It wonld i^p^ar from the documents with 
which we ai:e fiimished, the Administration admitted that which I do not 
see was the fact, that a pledge had been given, and directed Mr. Brown, 
onr Minister in France to ask an explanation, &c. Upon this point, how- 
ever, I think we are still in the dark ; we have no copy of the application 
from the new States, nor of -our answer to them. These documents 
would have shown how far our new Administration have gone towards 
compelling us to take part in this wisf . ' It is very singular, that after all 
the calls for informaiioh which the Senate have been compelled to fnake,' 
upon this, important business, there is still a nvant of documents, that 
would probably be useful. But if we are at liberty to Judge from the 
correspondence between Mr. Poinsett and the Mexican Minister, and 
firom Mr. Secretary's letter to Mr. Poinsett, it does really seem that the 
Executive has admitted to Mexico, that we have given a pledge, which 
we may be caDed on to redeem, whei^ever the contingency shall occur.* 
Qf thb pledge, the't>eople of these States are yet uninformed. I feel pez^ 
auaded they have no idea we stand pledged upon any contingency to 
embaric in the war with these new States, whether it may comport with 
onr interest or not This is an inadvertence which cannot be corrected 
too soon. If we send Ministers and an agreement is entered into, then 
indeed, will the United States be pledged,, We now know the object. 
We see the predicament in which we are placed, and with this kndw- 
ledge, if Congress can be induced to give its sanction to this measure, 
and this pledge of the Executive is refined into an agreement, by which 
the United States shall be bound to fhmish men, money, ships, &c., in aid 
of the new States, whenever any power, now neutral, may choose to take 
part with Spain, then, indeed, shall I think this nation has ffirea a pledge, 

• Mr. #oliifett'B letter to Mr. Claj, ttth September, 1996: 

** To thaw oteerrstloos I replied, tbei egalnti the power of Spein they hed glTea tolBctait 
pNoT that they required no aerisUoee, and the United SUtee had pUdffed thenwdTOS not to 
permit way other power to Interfere with their Independence or form o'f goTemment ; and that 
aala the erent of nidi an attempt being made by the powen of Borope, we wonld be com- 
^tttsdtoUikslksmoeiaelineana^fielmtpaHandtobearihshrurUqflhec^nUtt, ttwaa 
not Joft that we ihoQld be plaeed on a lem IkroraUe footing, than the other repobiioi ef 
whoee eslfteaoe «e were ready to support at mob haiardi.** 
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one that it may ooit of too rnndli to radetai, when the catui/itim^ shall 
liappen. 

Bat, sir, how la it that we are told our neotnl eharaeter is not to he 
eompromittedf that we are not to eoter into any allianoe? to engage in 
nothing importing hostility to any other nation f Are we to he led 
away from the snbstance of things by mere names f Are we to haye so 
much faith as to induce ns to disregard the plainest evidence that can he 
ftimishedt I hope not. What is the sahstimce of this propodtion? 
These new States say, the President has given a pledge to take a part in 
the war now waged, if any neutral nation shall take part with Qptan ; 
and that the Cabinet at Washington has done the like : but, as this is 
only a general pledge, and they do not. know exactly what assistance 
they are to receive, they wish the United States to send Ministers to 
Panama, empowered to discuss this subject, and edme to a d^niU 
'agreement upon it, by which it may l>e distinctly known what contingent 
the United States are to fbrnish^ when the eaaue fiaderie happens, and 
that all this matter shdl be kept secret 

^ Suppose we do send Ministers, for such a purpose, to a Gongress com- 
posed entirely of belligerents on one side, is* it not a violadon oi our 
neutrality ? What is our situation f We profess friendship for «both the 
parties to this war, and that we are not disposed to aid either. Is it no 
departure from the professions to send our lOnisters? Can any gentle- 
man doubt upon this point? BecolJ^ct that this Oongreas is eretUed and 
assembled avowedly for the purpose of discussing war measures, settling 
planij and devising mecme, by which Spain shall be compelled to 
acknowledge their independence, and by which that independence can 
be best secured. 

With this knowledge, and for the purpose of entering tipon the 
disoussion, and making an agreement, by which we will be bound, upon 
a certain contingency, to aid the party witir whom we make the agree* 
mentwe send -our Ifimsters. Oanwe be called indifferent! Counte- 
nancing neither, to the prsjudice- of the other? Surely not. Wliat Is 
the answer to this argument? The only one as yet attempted is by the 
gentleman from Rhode Island, that if two nations are at war, it is no 
breach ot neutrality in a third Power to send a Minister to both, or 
either. This is very true, and yet it proves nothing, as it relates to the 
question now in dispute. For peaceful purposes — ^for any purpose 
unconnected with the vor — ^tl^e third power may send a Minister, may 
discuss, may treat upon any peac^l subject; but, does this prove 
that you may send a Minister to the Court of one belligerent to 
discuss belligerent questione, to advise one party what steps he la 
to take in the war, whether it is most prudent to strike his adver* 
sary at a given time, or, in a given quarter?. Surely not. And yet 
this is the very point which gentlemen on the otiier side must maiiH 
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tdB. Tins part of th« iobjeot has heea plaoed bf the gentieman 
from Sooth OaroUna on ground whioh cannot be shaken. His argnmettt 
has not been answered. It never will be, while there is a fistinotioii 
between truth and the reverse* 

ICr. President^ I go one step iarth^, and insist, if jon do send lOnis- 
tsR, and they disonss this sotjeot, and enter into the proposed agreement, 
so fkr as 70U hare power over the matter, yonr nentralily !s not only 
broken, bnt yon are in a state of war, and that with any and erery 
power that is now nentral, and may hereafter elect to take a part with 
Spain. This is a dilemma from whksh we cannot escape, witiiont dis- 
grace. Send Ministers, make the agreement — and the qnesdon of peaoe^ 
or war, ia not with tu; and, at any moment afterwards, any European 
or even an American nation os;n pat yon St war, whether it may suit 
yonr interest or not. 

I olject to senditag Ministers forthediscnssion of any sndisTibJeot, or 
fior the accomplishment of any such object. Even if we beKeyed that 
saoh a state of things would probably be produced, wb to make it proper 
fer ns to take a part in this war, I would still be opposed to any agree- 
ment by which we will become bound to do so. It is impossible now to 
foresee what may best comport with the interest of the United States at 
any subsequent period ; and they ought to be left free to act, unfettered 
by any agreement whatever, as their interest or honor may require, 
'^hen some other power does actually interfere. 

It is vain to say, we are not to take a part in any beHlgerent question ; 
that our neutrality is not to be violated ; that we aro not to engage in 
anything importing hostility to any other power, while tlus proposition 
is presented- to us. One of the Ministers who gave the invitation classes 
the subject to be discussed into belligerent and pettc^ul^ and states that 
the United States are not expected to take any part hi theflrst; but, in 
tlie last, they are, and in this cloMy he specifies this very subject. Does 
this make it peaceful f Surely not. It is belligerent. I admit it is not 
an abeolute stipulation to take part In the war, and, therefore, some may 
feel justified in saying it does not import hostility ; yet, it is undoubtedly 
an agreement to take part upon the happening 6f a certain contingency. 
It Win import hostili^ upon a certi^n condition, wMoh contingency of 
condition is not within the control of the United States. 

4 
After remarking upon (he fiulure to transmit to the Senate, certain 
information in regard to the feelings of the European cabinets in 
relation to any attempt to wrest Cuba from Spain, Judge White 
proceeded with observations by no means unimportant or unseaaona^ 
ble in their bearing upon subjects at this very day exciting a lively 
interest in the public mind. He said, on this point: 
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These colonies (Oaba iind Porto Bioo) are oonyenieat to the new 
(Sonth American) States; which having expelled their enemies from 
their own territory, wiH probably stimnUte a portion of the inhabitants 
of those Islands to rebel, to declare themselres independent of Span, 
and by nniting their forces with those revolted subjects, endeavor to put 
down the Spanish anthotities in those Islands. What consequences are 
likely to flow from such a measnret Russia probably, and France 
almost certainly, would then immediately take part ioith Spain^ in the 
war. From the doooments, we have evidence that they woidd haye 
strong inducements to interpose immediately. It is their wish that 
Spain should retain her dominion over those Islands, because then that 
balance would be kept up in tito seas where those Islands' are dtnate 
which those powers think ought to be preserved.* 

Again : all monarchs, and these in particular, would feel an interest to 
check this spirit of revolt; if not put down, none of them would t&d 
safe ; and while aiding Spain, they would be rendering more secure thdr 
own doihinions. To lend assistance would be esteemed by them a prin- 
ciple of self-defence. Lastly, these new States have told us, even now^ 
they suspect that France is secretly furnishing Spain the means of con* 
tinning the war. Spain tells you France is her friend— that '^insis 
troubles she has stood by her, and th&t, in the sev^enth, she will not for- 
sake her;" and from the connection between these powers, at homCf 
it is rendered extremely probable, that the opinions entertained, both by 
the new States and Spain, as to the policy of France, will turn out to be 
correct Suppose, then, you sancti<m this mission, your Ministers discuss 
this subject, come to an agreement upon it, stipulate that if any neutral 
power interferes on the part of Spain, that the United States will take 
part with the new States, and Russift and France do thus take part -with, 
Spain, theeantM /<Bderi$ will then have happened, and the United States, 
in connection with the Spanish American States, will thus become one 
party in the war, and Spain, Russia, and France the other, and how or 
when it will terminate, no man. can foresee. 

In tins state of things what is to become of onr ownimportant inter- 
ests, our .commerce for example, to secure which we seem so anxious? 
Great Britain is ever attentive to her own interest, watching the course 

* **8he Is, howerer, In ttb meaa white, ptetied to hope, that tha United Btalet, beeomin^ 
•rery d«j more conTlnoed of the otUs end deagen that ironld rendt to Cuba and Porto Rieo 
horn a change of OoTemment, being satlsfled, as Mr. Olaj has said In his dlspateh, with the 
commercial legislation of these two TSlands, and deritlng an additional motlTe of secorl^ 
from the honorable reaolnHon of Spain not to grant to them, any longer, letters of marque, 
will Qse their iafloence in defeating, as far as may be In their power, erety enterprise against 
these islands, in securing to the rights of his OathoUc Msjesty constant and proper respect in 
maintaining the onl^ §laU ^ HUngi ihtU can prsHtte a ju&t botonee <i^ power in ths Sm 
Vf the AnfilU»t prevent ehoddng eao^mpleet and, ae the Oiibtnet at Washington hsa 
nmariced, seenre to the general peace salutaiy gaaraattM.**-^06ant Messefarode to llr. Middle- 
ten, iOth Aug. 189S. 



8PBBCH ON PAVAKA MUSIOir. 46 

of erentg, abd taming them to the adrantiige of her own saljeots. Srea 
now, some fear she is at this Oongress^not as a party but as a listener, and 
win gain some advantage by onr delay : how would she probably act ? 
She would take no part in tiie wav. She would be neutral, the United 
States belligerent ; and what then beoomeaof ^nr oommeroe f It will be 
engrosMd by your neighbor, who has been attending to her own interest, 
while you have been seeking distinctian by n^ecting your own coDoernB| 
and attending to thoee of other nations. 

But, sir, if in this I mistake the coarse of Ghwat Britain, and she 
should elect to take a part in the war, it would probably be on the side 
of Spain, and then we should hare our difficulties increased to the fiill 
extent of her means and resources. 

To this view of the case, I beg the attention of the gentleman fW>m 
Rhode Island, and respeotftilly ask an application of the rule of " proba- 
bilitieB,*' and then let him say whether this Oongress is so harmless, and 
whether, in his judgment,, we have nothing to apprehend? 

There are othet views of this subject which render it inexpedient to 
sanction this measure. 

This agreraaent or treaty ia to be kept secret. By the frame ci 
our (Government, treaties are to be the supreme law; would it be discreet 
to have a treaty, by which the United States may be involved, comeeaM 
from die People f It is their Gk>vemment, it is tiieir interests,- that are 
at stake, and nothing material ought to be secreted from them. 

Again, ftuoh an arrangement would be incoodstent with our charac- 
ter for candor. We owe it to ourselves tcr do no act, to make no agree- 
ment, {hat we ought to be unwilling to avow. 

Tikb veiy drcmustance of a desire to conceal is a proof that the projeot 
Ib inconsistent with our professed neutrality, and would be Justly offen- 
sive to Spain and to other nations. 

After showing that it was inconsistent with the dignity of the 
United States to stipulate with other nations, according to that article 
of the Fanan\a programme,' which provided for mutual agreement 
that no contracting State should suffer European colonies to be 
planted witiiin its borders, Judge White proceeded to another sub- 
ject, also absorbingly interesting at this day, as follows : 

Mr. President: I pass to the next subject specified. It is to d|scuss 
and agree upon the means to be employed for t^e entire abolition of the 
daee trade. Of all sulijects that could be thought o£^ none would be 
found more unfortunate than this. It was hoped, that, after r^ecting 
the convention with Oolumbia upon this subject, the Senate would have 
ao more of it from foreigners. If slavery is an affliction, all the Southern 
and Western States have it, and with it, their peculiar modes of thinking 
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v^lfoa all saljeotB ooanected with it. In these new 8tat^ Bome of them 
hftye put it down in their fundamental law, ^^ that whoever owns a slav^ 
•hall oeaae to he a citieen/^ Ib it then fit ^hat the United Btatoi 
ahoold distorh the qniet of the Southern and Western States, hj a d!»- 
onulon and arc^mnent wit^ the new States, upon any 8ul](}ect connected 
with slavery? I think not. Can it he the desire of any prominent 
politician in the United States, to dinde as into parties npon the Ba]:9ect 
oiSlaieery t Ihopenot. Let ns then oease to talk of slavery in this Honse; 
let us cease to negotiate upon any subject <tonnected with it. The Umted 
States have by their own laws pnt an end to the slave trade so fiir as' 
their citizens, or their vessels, are concerned in it — ^moro than this, they 
ought not to attempt. Let other natioiis discharge their duty as weD, 
and the slave trade, so called, will be abolished. 

One word more upon this point, Mr. President, and I will dismiss it^ 
If ther^ be any gentlemen in the United States, who seriously wish to 
see an end of slavery, let them cease talking and writing, to induce the 
federal Qovemment to take up the subject, because, by the course now 
pursued by some, they are postponing a measure, whose accomplishment 
tiiey profess a wish to hasten. .Whenever the States in which slavery 
eidbta, feel it as an evil too intolerable, move towards its r^noval 
at home, and ^ply through their Legislatures to this Gfovemment for 
aid to abolish it, then, and not sooner, we may discuss it within these 
walls. 

We are invited to attend and settle "the basis of our relations to Hayti," 
and othfin^ that may be in like droumstance^, ^do. 

Will gentlemen tell us whether a B^resentative from Hayti is invited 
to attend this Congress? It appears to me that it will be very unftir 
to settle this question, when thfit Government is unrepresented. It is 
therefore most probable, her li^inister is to be there likewise. . Reflect, 
Hr. President, upon the population of that country, and upon that of 
a portion of our own, as well as upon the peculiar modes of thinking in 
Spanish America, and then let honorable gentlemen say whether they 
think this will be a fit subject for discussidn. It is a question which the 
South American statesmen must settle for themselves and by themselves. 
Our situation, in relation to this subject, is so peculiarly delicate, that I 
cannot suppose any real friend to the Union, would propose that it should 
be settled at the Congress of Panama. The suggestion of sach a prcjeot 
may be readily excused in a foreigner, but in an American citizen it 
wotdd be inexcusable. 

Upon the propoaitaon to establish an American system. Judge 
White remarked, with aolid and profound wisdom : 

The Minister from Oentr^ America proposes, that at this Congress 
an American Continental System shall be got np^ aa Europe has one« 
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JjA qs bartow a few thon^ts upon this sotjeoti and aee. ta what H 
iBudfl. In Earope, the object of their system ib to make common canM 
to support monarehs on their thrones. 

The contrary wopld be, to make common cause to* secure in Am^rtca 
ft Bepnbliean form of goremment to each nation. Onr fundamental pria* 
oiple iSi that every nation on^t to be permitted to haye just such a form 
of government as the people of that nation maj think best salted to their 
condition, and best calenlated to secure their lives, liberty, and property, 
end that, in settling their forms of government, no other nation has any 
light to interfere.* 

We find fault with the European system, and with the Holy Alliance, 
because it is their object to fix monarchy upon the people of the respec- 
tive States, whether the minorities in those States are pleased with such 
fovemments or not Are we then to combine with other States, to com- 
pel each one to preserve a r^Niblicsn form of government, whether they 
will it or Bott We believe, imd I flatter myself truly believe, that ours is 
the best plan of government which has yet been devised; but, if it is the 
best for the people of these United States, does it thence follow that it 
iroiald be the best for every other natioh? 

Ours is the best for an intelligent snd virtuous people ; but it does not 
thence follow, that it would be best for sn ignorant and vicious people. 
The people of each country ought to understand their own character bet- 
ter than the people of any other country ; and they ought to be the ez« 
dusive Judges of what plan of government i| best suited tfi their peculiar 
charsctar snd condition, and any interference by the people of any ether 
country, to force upon them a form <tf government which they de not 
themselves choose, is an act of tyranny and oppression. The whole pro- 
ject, th^ is WTODg in principle and tlierefore ought not to meet our 
sanction. 

Again, we are only in the course of experiment at home. Whetherour 
plan is as perfect as it ought to be, is at ttus moment a subject of discus- 
sion over the way. We are endeavoring to improve it, and hope to ren- 
der it so perfect, that we shall be pleased witii it for ever : yet, even we 
may change our minds upon that subject, and if we 4o, we sliall claim tho 
right of changing our government likewise. Let us then not be too 
hasty. Are we sure our politicians sie well acquainted with the chano* 
ter of our own people upon aU points? It would be unreasonable to 
suppose them intimately acquainted with every peculiarity of character 
in each of ,tiie Spanish American States. Without this knowledge, we 
are not in a situation to form an opinion <» this sul^ect Their true char- 
acter is yet to be developed. The war must be finished first A foreiga 
enemy msy have kept them in a state of intemsl pesce. Bemove the 
idea of this foreign enemy, and we oannot foresee how soon discord and 
bloodshed may ensue among themselves. Even the other day, in one of 
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fhofe States, we saw oonsiderabk resistanoeF made to some of their laWB« 
Let OS then afford time for a thorongh deyelopmeat of character, befi^re 
we identify our &te with theirs to too great an extent, upon this, or any 
other point. Bnt, again, in £nrope,*the7 have a continental system, and 
therefore we are to' get up a oonntervailing one in America. We are t^ 
hare a system opposed to a system ; the friends of eaoh endeayoring to 
make proselytes; in what will this xwnrse terminate? In warm words, 
If not in blows. It leads to discord and War. We have extensive com- 
merdal interoonrse with the powers of Enrope, as well as with those of 
the new States. Oar Interest consists in peace and Mendship with a]i; 
let ns not rashly adopt a oonrse calculated to disturb onr hi^ony with 
either. To preserve onr own liberty ; to better the condition of onr own 
citazons ; will ftimish sufficient employment for onr own most enlightened 
pnblio servants, and let ns not suffer any one, from a vain desire to fiU an 
uncommon number of pages in o*hr own future history, to influence us to 
such an interference in the concerns of others, as will put in Jeopardy 
those of our own people. 

After examining the other proposed objects of the mission, Judge 
White proceeds to exhibit the danger from such imcontrolled powers 
of appointment as would seem to exist in the Executive, if the nom- 
inations were to be confirmed. 

Another point, however, is not to be lost ngfat of. I have, Mr. Pres- 
ident, upon this argument, b^en endeavoring to matntaiii, that this mis- 
sion is inexpedient . Upon one of the incidental questions which we have 
heretofore partially disOTSsed, I had the honor of making to the Senate, 
some observations upon a question first suggested by a gentieman from 
Kentucky, and afterwards enlaiged upon by the gentieman frx>m V ir- 
^nia. It is this — is there ii^ ti:uth, any vacant -office to flU with the 
persons now nominate^ f I have insisted there i^ not, that we have be- 
gun this business at the wrong end. In our government we can have but 
two sources fh>m which offices can be created. The one is the Oonsti- 
tution^ the other statutes- made by Oongress. These offices are not cre- 
ated by the one, or by the other. By the Constitution, the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, can appoint ambassadors, 
and other public ministers, &c. 

Under this provision, the Plresident has the power, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint an ambassador, or any other public 
agent, recognized by, and known to tiie laws of civilized nations ; but as 
to all other offices, th^y must be created by some statute of the United 
States, before any person is nominated to fill them. The sole question 
upon this point, then, is, are such ministers as those now proposed, known 
to, and recognized by the law of nations? I deny that they are. The 
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CbngTOfld Is oreftted^y treaties, among the Spanish Amerium States. It 
is aontea^ed by gentlemen on t^e other side, that it has no attribute of 
sovereignty attached to it— if this be so,^ then yon cannot, by the laW of 
nations, send any ministers to transact business with such a body.. If yon 
do send them, it most be in Yirtae of some treaty, or by yirtne of some 
statute of ihe United States. In this instance, there is neither the one 
not the other. Therefore, there is no office as yet created, and until one 
is created, neither the President alone, nor he, With the advice of the Sen- 
ate, can, ooDLsistently with the Ck>nstitation, proceed to fill it. 

The.ftir way to have taken the sense of the natiozt upon tha ezpedieney 
of this mission would hi^ve been to have consulted Gongres^ in th^ 
legUltUvoe capacity, on the propriety of the mission, by asking an impro- 
priation to defray the expenses of it, and stating tha objects expected to be 
obtvned by it. The subject would then have come finirly before the 
representatives of the nation, who woul^ have discussed and decided 
upon its expediency with open doors. If affirmatively decided, the offices 
wonld have been created by statnte, and then the President could have 
nominated charactens which he deemed suitable to fill 'them, and npofl 
these, nominations, the Senate would*]iave acted in their executive capa- 
city, and advised the President whether, in th^ opinion, tbese men 
were or were 'not, suitable f>er8ons to fiU. these office. But here the 
order of things is reverse — ^the Senate has been called upon to discuss 
and settie the expediency of ^is mission, upon mere nominatiom to 
office, and if the nominations should be confirmed, then we arb to pass a 
law in the shape of an api>ropriation bill, l>y whieh, the offices will, for 
the first time, be creaUd. T^e injustice of this course, to the minority 
on this question, and to the nation, is obvious. Upon the nominations w,e 
have been constrained toact with chud <2q^s, the nation has noksiowledge 
of the facts upon which our opinions rest, nor pf the reasons in support 
of thdsis opinions. Littje do they suspect that principles of such vital 
importance are involved in this decision. 

I have again mentioned this point, not intending to argue it the second 
time. I mention it because, if a migority — thus irregujarly, I might 
say — In niy opinion, unconstitutionally— determine that this mission is 
expedient, I must and will, totertaining the opinion I now do, vote 
against any man, who has been, or can be nominated, because LwOl not 
agree to fill any office which I do not believe has the sanctioil of either 
the OoQstitution or law of the United States for its creaUxm, 

The result of tlie discussion was that the nominees of the President, 
Uessrs. John Sergeant, ot Pennsylvania, and Richard C. An4jeraoii) of 
Kei^tocky, were oonfirmedt by a vote of 24 to 20. But thcly weca 
never sent .upon their errand, for the Congress was ne^ held* And 
the effervescence of popular interest iii^the> scheme rapid^ ^P^ 
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away, the *^ sojber tecond thought'* of the people reettlied hi a generd 
acquiesoenoe in the sound and modeilite views of Judge White and 
bis fellow opponents to the mission. 

At the time of Judge White's entrance into tbe Senate ^ere wai^ 
and had for some time existed, throughout the Western States, a veiy 
just cause of complaint, in the unfair apportionment of the United 
States Judiciaty Districts. In nine of the Western States, the deci- 
sions in the Uinited States Courts were rendered, jsitheir by a District 
Judge alone, or witli veiy little and cursory. aasistaDce from the 
Circuit Judge ; a state of things which caused the admihistratioii of 
justice ill those States' to be both slower- and more erroneous than in 
the remaining fifteen, by reason of the^ ac^on of a single judge, and 
of the necessary shortness and infrjequency of the terms in eaeh 
circuit Upon Judge White's first entrance into Congress, his atten- 
tion was given to this subject. With great difficulty a bill passed the 
House of Representatives, creating three additional <ureuita, and 
reqidring three additional judges of the Supreme Court It was sent 
to the. Senate, and then to the Judiciary Committee, who amended it 
in two particulars; miJdngit th6 duty of the three additional judges 
to reside in the new circuiUf and secondly, changing the distribution 
of the different States from thitt proposed in the original bill. ' These 
amendments passed the Senate 1^ a. very large majority. Of the ten 
Senators from ihe five States of Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri, only three were in favor of the distributiop made in the bill 
from the House. That body, however, refused to agree to either of 
the.^nate amendments, the Senate adhered U> both, and thus the bill 
JW8S lost Judge White voted with the majority. His former 
position at the bar, and on the bench, enabled him to appreciate the 
wa^ts of the Western country in this particular, and he did not 
alumber over them. At the neit session, ho 'again brought the 
subject before Congress in a speech, showing the inequality as to the 
administration of justice under which the Western States had been 
iabonng, and arguing, that the evil ought to be rem^edied; and used 
bis endeavora-to have it acted ^n, but for want of time the subject waa 
then postponed. 

Judge White's wmarks on this subject, furnish a clear analyus of 
the wants of the West in the particular under consideration, and 
intelligent views of the operation of residence. or non-r^sidence^ iip»n 
tbe professional ability and success of a judge } and contain so many 
iuggestionB of permibient vahie tipon the practical dnties of th« jadi- 
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oial office, as to' jimlifj the iiMertion <^ portions of his -speeeh, 
deKrered April 11, 1826, that is, during that one of the two sessions 
aboye referred to, in which the Senate and HoUaeiailed to agree upon 
a bill to meet the wants of (ha West in the required reformaBon of 
the courts. 
Judge White aud : 

If it oonld he shownrthat the remedy proposed to obviate the incon* 
Tenlences oomplaiBed of in those sections of ebnntry, would be iqjnrions 
to the whole Union, he oa^ not to expect, or to wish, that their special 
inoonTeoienoes should be remoyed to the injury of the Whole community. 
The snbjjBct on which we are about to legislate fs, in my mind, one 
of infinite importance. We are about to pass an act in relation to a 
department of the goyemment -whiich every m|ui feels and ought ta 
understand. It is in vain we enact good Ikws unless they are well admin- 
istered. It is that department of goyermnent which operates directly 
on the persons and i«t>perty of indiyiduajs who happen to be citizens dT 
the United States^ so fiur as the Jurisdiction is local or so ftr as jt relates 
to tiie internal concerns of the ^tisens of the respectiye States. Bo far as 
it may t4)erate on general principled it is'stm more important — ^therefore 
haie I heard with great attention everything that iias been urged by geo- 
tUmen who are opposed to it, and I shall still be gUdto hear all further 
olgectioiis thai can'be uifped. 

We cannot jndge whether l^alterationwill be henefldal or ii^uriouS| 
without fint making ourselveB acquainted with the inconveniences which 
are supposed to etist Till we afe acquainted with the disease we can- 
mft tell what wiU be- a suitable remedy. I think I citn, if &vored with 
the attention of the Senate,- if not already satisfied on that point, foAaff 
them that the disease lies much deeper than the gentleman from Rhode 
Island seems to sippose. I pM great attention to the argument, and he 
Seems to think, ao fiir as I can ^understand it, thift the main grievance 
which we are called on to remedy, is the^i^Joy which takes place in the 
Supreme Oourt of the United States. H^ has not even, in his exoeUent 
argument, given the most distant glance itt the situation of that section 
of the country which is on the other side of the mountains, to toe what 
the local inconveniences are, and whether ihe remedy he proposes would 
be a suitable one or notw The grievances which do exist in the country, 
are, as I think, of two kinds; one, in the manner in which the business 
is condncted in the respective States; the other, that which exists^ in 
the Supreme Oourt itself; and this latter does not consist so much in the 
delay, as in the incorrectness of tho deciriona where the- questions d^>end 
. upon the munf dpal laws ef the respective States. ' • - 

These4U« the grievaHoes which exist, and which it is theobject of tfak 



bin to iremedy. Itnt, hy ezten^i^ tor nine Sfates the dreoit'Bjstem, 
idilch is applioable to, and practised beneficially in, file otjier fifteen 
States; and secondly, to increase <m the bench of the Snpreme Conrt a 
knowledge of the local laws ; those are its leading objedts.. These nine 
States, when^-we look to them, we find thus circnmstanoedj Six of them 
have never Jiad,eithd^,nominfiUy or in fiict, the benefit of a circnit Judgei 
three of these St^itea had nominally, and to a very limited extent; the 
benefit of the al^tendanoe of a Jndge of the Snpreme' Cbort from fiie 
year 1809 op to this time. I say they hare had it nominally, bnt not so, 
in point of fsct When th6 Jndge of the seventh otronlt was in the 
vigor of life, and in the ei^yment of perfect health, it wi|fi his dpty 1p 
attend and hold circnit oonrts in the districts of East and West Ten- 
nessee, of Kentacky and Ohio, and from the necessity he was nnder of 
leaving one conrt in time to arrive at the next, in his circnit, an oppor- 
tunity was not afforded him of disposing of the causes, oh either docket. 
For example, he would have suits enough in West Tennessee to reqmre a 
session of two months, but at the end of three or four weeks he was 
compelled to^be in Ken^cky, distant two hundred milee, and so on; and 
thus it happened, either that the district judges must continoe the courts 
after his departure, or the causes mu^t remain undecidtod« In important 
suits, parties would not be willing to trust the opinion of the district 
Judge alone, and he woidd wUlingly yield to ^^pUcations for ddayi until 
he conld- have the assistance of tiie Judge of the Supreme Court, and 
thus the business must be either lo^g delayed, or in most instances decided 
in the cUrouit court? of 'iiiose three States, by the district Jndge alone. 
For several of the last years of^ Judge Todd's life, his want of health put 
it out of his power to attend his circuit courts, and 'thus it has happened 
that the businetss in Tennessee, Kentucky and Ohio, has accumulated to 
an unreasonable extent, and Iho^e St^tw have, in- truth, been no better 
provided with aA opportunity t)f obtaining a dne administration of Jus- 
tice in their Federal Courts, than the other six Western States ; and how 
is it with regard to them f TKey have never had the beiiefit of the dr- 
tnit system, even nominally^' They have each a district Judge, who does 
all the duties which other .district Jndges perform, and who is. vested with 
.the jurisdiction whi^h circuit courts posisess in the other States. So 
far as relates to the grievances which exist In tfie country, we are safe in 
considering the whole nine States to be practically in the same idtuation. 
Wh^n we come to. look at the laws which vest the courts with jurisdic- 
tion, we find that a large portion of the Jurisdiction which is to be exN> 
cised in those nine Stately is of that description which falls within the 
j^Msdiction of a circuit court, and n,o)t within the Jurisdiction of a dis- 
trict court A didtriet court, as such, can have no jurisdiction of suits 
between A and B, whether citiaens of the United £[tate% or of different 
States. SostieAttempte have beenmade to get them to entertain Jurisdio- 
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lioa of l&e flddto between dtizeos of different Staleo, when the matter in 
dispate is of more value than twenty, and of lees than five hnndred 
dollars, but so fiir as I know, they have been nnsncoessfol. 

As it relates to a great' portion of -the Jorisdiction whicb is to be exer- 
dsed in those nine States, the Senate mtist see at onoe, it is of that chiss 
of oases which belongs to the oircnit ooarts in 'the other Stittes. What 
js the sitnation of these other States ? They have, in point of &ot, as 
well ss in point of law, a circoit court, composed of one judge of 
the Snpreme Oonrt, and the district Jndge/ When a silit'is brought, 'and 
the matter in dispute exceeds the sum of two thousand dollars, upon the 
trial, the parties have the benefit of the opinions of two men, which will 
in most instances be sadsiactoiy : but if not, the unsuccessM party can 
^remove It to the Supreme Ooort and there have the judgment revised, 
and if wrong reversed; If the matter indispute is less than two thous- 
and dollars, and the judges disagree in opinion upon any point, either party 
can have tliat point certified to the Supreme Oourt, 4hen- revised, and the' 
judgment of the circuit court rendered in conformity with the opinidii 
of the Supmne Oourt. In aU criminal dunes the defendaht has the like 
advantage. How is it in those nine States! In no case, either civil or 
eriminal, can the parties in the (^uit court have, any opinion but 
that of the district judge, which in .every criminal case, and in .every 
civil one where the matter in dispute is of less value than two thousand 
dollara, is -final and conclusive whetiier right or wrong; itiid in all other 
civU causes, although aa erroneous* judgment may be revised in the 
Supreme Court, it is at an expense and trouble which would often be 
avoided if two judges sat in the circuit coturU 

The gentleman from New Hampshire eaid yesterday, we of the West 
would not compare wealth with those in the East,* aU true enough ; and 
therefore there are tnanycauses where the matter in dispute does nOt 
amount to two thousand dollars, and sdll k is veiy material to the par- 
ties that they should be correctly dedded. It is certainly not just that a 
man should be puiUshed as a crimiilal under an erroneous judgment, or 
that he should lose his all by the like means, while those living under the 
same government are protected in their persons and proj[)erty "because 
more wealthy. We^arer one people living under a government common 
to us all, and each State has a right to expect from the Federal Govern- 
ment, that a hke provinon will be made for her citbeeus, with that made 
ibr the dtixens of the other States. This has not been done, and as 
we are to be one people, we have a rig^t to expect it will be no longer 
delayed. 

Fifteen of the States of this Union have more than double the chance 
for a correct exposition of your laws that ,the other nine have; these 
sine complain of this inequaUty, and the only wonder is, that their com- 
plaints have not been more loud and frequent against this crying iijustice^ 
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TennesMe was' admitted into tUs TTnion a|K» an €quaiyooiing toUh ik$ 
^HifiiuU 8tafe$^ and bo have the other Western States been. These States 
feel that this promised eqnality has not been eztehded to them ; as aore- 
rajlfliiBtatea, thef i^ist that their dtiiens mnstbe idaoed in aaitaatioii wher^ 
'their persons and property slMdl be equally as safe in thePederal ConrtSi 
ito the citizens of any, other State are in their persons and property. With 
nothing less than this will they be contented. But it is said the proper 
' tinie is not oome ; w« are need as well as others have been nsed* I ahonld 
be glad to know when the time wiH arrive t . 

'. Tennessee is thirty years old^ Kentucky is older. Ohio came into the 
Union in 1808, Louisiana in 181d, Indiana in 1810, Illinois in 1816; 
iGssonri in 18^1, llississippi in 1817, Alabama several y^ars ago. Will 
Die gentleilhan teH ns when we shall have arrived at such matore age^ 
as to entitle ns to thesaihe benefits of the Federal Judieiary that are 
enjoyed by the other States ? Sometimes jtKey are willing to recognize 
US as at years of discretion, to put their dearest^ interests in onr keeping. 
Personal servhaes, money, anything we have, we are disposed vto render 
freely onr fhll share of, according to. onr abilities. We are willing to do 
cmr dnty ; and I call Upon the Senate to say whether they do their dnty 
to ns,' If they do -not pnt the admrnistradon of jnstioe on the same foot- 
ing .in the Western Stotes, as it is in the pthers. 'Is not the life of a man 
in any one of those nine States, worth as much to society 10 it would he, 
if he were a conirtituent of the gentleman from New Hampshire or Bhode 
. Island? Is it not reasonable to afford the same man as' good a chance 
for justice in the States wbiei^ he now lives as he wonld have if he lived 
in any other? Is that opportunity ftimished? No, Sir, it is not. 

It was intimated we had not applied in time. Why did we not apply 
at the time we were admitted into the Union? We did apply, and you 
promised us, and we now res]^ctftiQy ask -a oompHance with that prO' 
mise. Had we been of the eri^nal States, should we nofhave had tha 
bd:i^flt we now ask yon to extend to us? Surely we should ; thereforsi 
do not pnt us off' with less now. 

it maybe said there is not much in aU this; the wrong Is on a limited 
'soale, because the State^ Courts do the mass of the business. When the 
people are called to account for crtmes^they are called before State Courts, 
to answer lor offences against the. State, and not for those against tiio 
United l^tates. If gentlemen will- think a little tttey, t^U see the- case is 
not^so. We have heard a good deal respecting Indiaiis latterly; there ia 
a pordloii of the territory within the limits of the Western S);ktes, where 
the Indian title is not eictinguished, and when that is, the case, werf 
tutkne^ committed by a white citizen against an Indian on the Indian 
side, of the line, is a subject of Federal and not of State jurisdiction; 
aeoordlng to onr laws; so likewise pf ciimeB ^^mmitted by Indiana on 
i^itiz^nsi Tnals for crimes under tins branch of your laws are not unfru* 
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qQeDti aad no matter whether the accosed is a white^ or a red man, a 
fiur opportonity for a Qorreot exposition and application of the lava 
otqght to he. fiimished. . Against the Indians, prejudices inyariably 
esdst; they are ignorant, not only of our laws and forms of proceedtngs^ 
bat of our language also ; and common humanity requires that at least 
the same measure of justioe should be meted them, as to a white eitken* 
I have witnessed several of those trials, and have no doubt they were 
oondacted with perfect integrity; yet the legal correctness of some 
might well be doubted. The criminal business then which has ^sted 
and may exist in.the courts in some of these States is itot so limited as 
those at a distance mig^t incline to believe. 

But, sir, we are, told that the accumulation of business in some oC 
these courts, in the Uiree States, is inrodtlced by temporary causes that are 
passing away, and that there is no necessity for any alteration in the 
system on that account: that one circuit jnc^ can do all the business 
in those three States. It is not to pass away so rapidly as th^ gentle- 
men suppose. I do not doubt the eorreotness of the statement of any 
gentleman living in any one of those States ; he knows what the busiaess is ; 
therefore I do not choose to doubt the correctness of what wss advaneed 
by the gentleman from Kentucky. I have b^ore me a certificate from the 
derk of the district and circuit court of Kentucky, and at the session of Ke- 
vember last, the number of causes on the' two dockets combined were nine 
hundred and fifty. 'As very little buniness is to be done in this district 
court) much the greater portion must be on the circuit court docket of 
that State. How is it in Tennessee t Ton have the statement of the gesp 
tleman who belongs to the Western part, and altogether it may be esti- 
mated at two hundred. But it is not the number of causes which provea 
the necessity of a circuit Judge, and an" extension of the system; thm 
necessity is produced, more by the kind of causes that are to be dedded, 
than by their number. These causes are generally in their own nature, 
espedsJly those brought into the Federal Court of Tennessee, of the most 
litigated description. Many of them relate to lands; foreigners daim 
tiUes to them, and. assert them in the Federal Courts. It is neces- 
sary to go backhand examine w'hat was the condition of the country 
forty years ago, and you get into a set of difficulties, from which notiung 
can extricate you, but a patient, laborious and protracted investigation; 
They necessarily consume a great desl of time, first in ascertaining the 
fiuts before a jury who are to decide the caus^ and ne^in investigating 
the legal principles which are to govern tiiat decision. To investigate and 
decide cme of tho^e causes, has sometimes taken two weeks ; suppose only 
one hundred causes on the docket, I ask, if it would not be more necessary 
to extend the ju^dal system through a country like that, than to a place 
where there was five hundred on the docket, ^f which thirty or forty 
mi|^t be disposed of in a day.' If we were to be governed by the mere 
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nnmber of oaiues we ekonld toiake a most important mistake air relates to 
this matteir. Many disputes in Tennessee relate to land, the titles to 
which are fonnded on the act of 1777 in Korth Carolina, or the act of 
1788, or those acts to which tbese two hare given birth, and in inyesti- 
gating matters of fiict, it is necessary to go back and asoeitdn what were 
the names of different places at different times, from those periods up to this 
time ; the whole country was a wlldemess, and every man who had a 
daim imder these laws had a right to select a piece of land within a cer- 
tain boundary, of from four to five hundred miles one way, and one 
hundred miles the other. We had not only to investigate our titles 
derived from the State of North Carolina, but in sotne instances those 
issued by Virginia and perhaps Kentucky, likewise, as disputes r^ecting 
boundary with those States once existed, upon a^usting which provision 
is made to secure individual rights. 

We have amongst our own dtisens those who claim under Virgima 
grants, under Kentucky grants, under North Carolina grants, and under 
those issued by the State of Tennessee. Wherever there is any dispute 
respecting any of these conflicting titles, they may go into the Federal 
' Court, although the parties may be citizens of the same' State. You are 
extinguishing the Indian title as fiist as those people are willing to sell; 
and, wherever you do, the settlemente will keep pace with 'the extinguish^ 
ment of title. In Tennessee there is a very large district of countrj, 
granted to individuals under the law of North Carolina in 1788, which, 
until a' very short time ago, the United litotes had secured to the Indians 
by trealy"; that country is now settling, and every man has to look for 
the land tot which he obtained his patent. Many of these conflict, and 
whenever they do, and a foreigner happens to be the owner of one of 
these titles, the consequence la, that t^e cause goes into the Federal 
Court So long as this process of extinguishing the Indian title, and 
settling the country, is going olv, it is in vain for gentlemen to say that 
those disputes are produced by temporary oauses, or that they are pasa- 
ing away ; they cannot pass away until your settlements are oompleted. 

Do we not all know that, in 1794^ and onward for several years, a 
great rage for speculation existed, in Philadelphia, New York and tiie 
Eastern States; that immense quantities of Western lands were bought 
op by foreigners, or dtizeiis of other States ? Considerable quantities were^ 
purchased in Tennessee. These companies have found it convenient to 
part with their tities to various individtuds, and those plainumta. who 
have got tities in ibis manner, living in other Stetes, when they come 
forward to assert their titi^ now that the Indian title is extinguiahed, 
assert them in tihe Federal Courts. - 

But, the gentleman says, you have Federal Courts, and the people must 
have confidence in them, because, if they had not, they would sue in the 
State Courts. Will t)le Senate reflect, for a moment, on the idea sug- 
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gested, and tliey ^will easily see some of the difficulties under which we 
labor. The titles ta the hmd must be settled by the laws of the State in 
which the land lies. A citizen of another State, or a foreigner, claims 
title to a tract in Tennessee ; he finds a man in possession under a' oon- 
flioting title. This foreigner can sue either in the Fedml or State Oourts; 
at his election. He submits Jiis title to counsel, who adrises him that, 
according to the dedaions of the State Oourts, the man in possession has 
the better title. Theforeigner ordeAefnit in the 'Eedend Court; there isr 
bat one judge, and he, living in the State, will likely follow the dtate 
dedsions, and give Judgment in favor of the defendant. The plaintiff 
takes a writ of error, and carries the cause to the Supreme OouH, before 
a set of judges, who neither know or have they the means of knowing, 
the local laws, or the true reasons of the decision; and, for want of thia 
information, judgment is reversed, and thus the plaintiff becomes the 
oivier of a piece of property which he otherwise would not ]^ve att- 
qnired. Flaintiffb often commence suit in the Federal Oourts expressly 
for the sake of gaining an advantage over their adversaries, which they 
oould not get in any other tribunal whatever. And yet^ this is the arga-« 
ment relied on to show that Federal Justice is well administered to us. 
, What, sir, is the situation of the other States, Louisiania for example? 
These are British, Spanish, and French grants ; so also, in Ifississippi and 
Missouri. All these may go, and mostiy do go, into the Federal Courts, 
principally for the sake, of having tiiese cases removed into the Supreme 
Court of the United. States, if such a deddon is not given as is sati^fto- 
tory to the plaintiff. So far as. Tennessee is concerned, those who ad 
nnder the bdief that our business has accumulated from temporary causes, 
are in the main mistaken : to a limited extent, no doubt, they are correct. 
I believe if our circuit had been one of reasonable extent, ^d we had the 
benefit of our circuit judge the .number of suits on our docket would 
have been much less. Where a man has a cause which he thinks, he 
ought to g^in, if the law is well understood, he wifl not agree to have 
that cause tried' before any one man, when there is. another of a higher 
legal character* It is a very, unpleasant thing to have to settie disputes 
between man and man, and when it comes to the last stage, there are few 
men who would not like to be eaaed of a portion of the responsibility of 
the decision. K a reasonable excuse can be made to defer it to another 
time the district judge will fSall in with it, because his associate will then 
be with him, and he will have the benefit of his opinion, and be better 
satisfied, if they agree, that he is rig^t, than if there was none with hinit 
and if he should disagree in opinion, with hinif by certifying that there 
was a difference pf opinion, it could be carried into the Supreme Court, 
and no mischief would arise. It la to their credit that they have this 
disposition. I do not make unnecessary complaints against the diistriot 
Judge of.theSta^ in which I live. He is entitied io as much character 
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00 any other jndioial ofEloer on the soore of integrity ; mid if he ever doet 
make nufltakes, which, I ttiink, is bnt fleldom, it is in endeavoriBg to atlttoi 
Ibat whieh he thinks the Jiwtice of partionUr oases. The people of 
Tennessee have as modi right as^the people of any other State in the 
Union, to have ^ opinions of two men who will eonenr, as to whioh is 
right in their disputes. It is Tain to tell me we are placed on an eqnal 
•footing with the other States, while they hare one measure of Jnatioe 
liieted-to their citizens and the dtizenfl of Tennessee have a difibrentmea- 
anre meted to them. I would rather yon should 1<^ off one of onr Sena- 
tors, or three of onr Representatives — ^rednoe ns as to the power we have 
in the Ezecntiva and Legisktire business of this government, bnt when 
yon eome to the practical operations of this government, that are to take 
away a man's Hie, liberty or property, let onr dtlzens have an eqnal fjip- 
portnnity for the administration of Justice, with any portion of the good 
people of the United States. 

During the last session this subject waa before yon and was put off by 
saying, we have^not had tim^ to examine lt,~aBd at the next session, we 
will all lay onr shoulders to the wheel and accomplish this partScnlar task. 
Apd, sir, where are we now ? About the l^th of April they took up this 
subject in the other house, the committee made a report, the subject 
was examined and amply discussed, and they passed a bill in substance 
similar to the one on your table. The same subject was referred to the 
Judiciaky Comtnittee of this body, who concurred in a similar report; 
an4 after the hill from the other house was brought here^ it was referred 
to th<dm, and they reported it, with an amendment, which is not ealen- 
la|»d to diange very materially the principles of the bill. Every gentle- 
man has matured his judgment on this subject, and, if he does not like 
the present proposition, let him give us his system in its stead. Bnt now 
the worthy gentleman from New Hampshire comes forward with a general 
proposition to refer the bill to the Judiciary Committee, to see whether 
they cannot contrive, in some way or other, to relieve our local distress 
and inconvenience, without adding any member to the Supreme Court 

1 pot it-to the gentleman himself, and to every member of the Senate, 
whether, if they have solid objections to this bill, if they are able to 
digest a system vriilch they think better suited to put tis on an equality 
with the rest of the Union ; whether they do not owe it to their own 
justice, to their own character, to their own high standing, to have 
brought forward a distinct proposition, containing another system that 
would have placed us in a similar condition with the other States of the 
Union? It is very easy to raise objections; but you can never test the 

, merits of this bill, compared with any other plan, until you have the 
other in detail likewise. Suppose sir, that a minority of this Senate 
should believe that the numb^ of judges ougbt to be seven, and they 
aend it back to the committee to find out how the United States are to 
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1m divided into Bewn eironits ; they try it erery way. They oannoi fix 
on uij phm that is not liable to stronger objections than the present bill 
— ^what then! Ave we to have no relief? If the gentleman who made 
diis piopositien had given os something like a detailed plan for his seven 
Judges, and compared that plan wjth this, then there would have been 
•omething to test the principle he has so ably advocated on this occasion. 
It is a prindpl^ which seems plansible within itself; but when you come 
t9 detail it, to'rednoe it to practioal operation, it is fonnd to be one wbidi; 
when eomparad to the situation of the United States, cannot be used. I 
think we have cause to oomplain when we find that,' after this matter has 
been postponed for eig^t or ten years, and the lapse of time which has 
taken place during the present session, those who are opposed to it say 
they are disposed to do what is Just towards us^ but find fiiult without 
snbmitting- any plan which might keep up hopes that we are not to be 
always in the atuation in which we are now placed. 
• The gentleman from Rhode Island I understand exactly. He wishes to 
get back to the goed old system, of 1801, because he thinks it is better 
than any other which can be devised. I do not in tend for him anything 
which I say apon the subject of unkindness, they are all intended for the 
gentleman fhun New Hampshire^ ."who sends us so many good wi^es, of 
which I wish to see the fruits. 

. As to the circuit court part of the system, every one must be satis*- 
lied that we are not on an equal footing with the other States. IncreasOi 
then, the number of Judges to such an extent as to enable us, with rea- 
sonable drcuita, to have the services of som^ one or other of the Judges 
of the Supreme Court This is the remedy, and then shall we be on an 
eqnal fboting with the others. Let no gentleman object to this system 
because we cannot fhrmsh good materials for Judges ; if they cannot be 
Ibund in that part of the country, w^ will receive, thankfully, the addi- 
tion of talent fW>m any quarter of the Union. That luminary which gives 
US li^ rises in the East and passes to the.West. I suppose it is iifae 
same wit|i genius and talent: let us then go* to- the morning, and draw 
from the fountain-head of talent as much as will answer the wants of the 
West, and give us the benefit of it. I wish Justice administered. I in,- 
dulge in no pr^Q^ioes. From the East they have sent us out those who 
have made us valuable officers, whom I should be sorry to part with. I 
widi them to remain with us as citizens of our State, and if the present 
system should be adopted, the President should see fit to find the ma- 
terials to fill the offices in the East, let him make the experiment, and if 
it turns outthat they wt^ qualified, I shall never he di^osed to be yery 
damonms on that subject. 

The gentlemen fnm Bhod# Island and New Qampshire seem to 
think, Ihat on this system^ if it should pass, no benefit to us can residt as 
to an increase of knowledge of local laws on the bench of the Supreme 
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Oonrt. . In thi< I disagree witih the gestlemeii. Take a man fFOm Bhode 
Island, and I think it likely he is as ignorant of the laws of Tennessee as 
I am of those of Bbod^ island; place him on the Supreme Court bench, 
and let him he compelled to hold our circuit courts, and reside among 
US, and I think that in Hb^ course of one year he will be better qualified 
to decide our oauses than any judge in the Supreme Oourfc in the present 
organization wiH be in forty years. He sets out ignorant of oar local 
laws — ^but he is acquidnted with his own profession ; he b associated at 
once with the district Judge, who is intimately acquainted with the local 
laws ; he meets with that whidi he never met with in tho Supreme 
Clourt ; he meets with the most intelligent of the profession in that oounty 
where he goes to do business. They have their own materials,* their own 
books ;^ they have had leisure to make preparations for eveiy cause ; they 
have looked into every act of Assembly whicb relates to the subject, 
into every record, into every -case found which has iany relation to the 
subject, imd this judge, so called on to dispense justice, after he has 
heard the arguments on both sides, and has conferred with the district 
judge, will be very likely to decide correctly even in the first instance — 
Ibr six weeks or two months his court may continue-^-daUy, oauses - 
depending on the local laws are under discussion ; his leisure momeiits 
are spent in conversation relative to those local laws ; at the end 
.of his first term will he not have aoqidred more knowledge of the 
local laws than on the bench of the Supreme Court during his life f In 
the Supreme Court one cause, depending on tiiose local laws, may be 
argued during a term, without the necessary books, without mudi pre- 
paration, by tibose ill informed of those laws; it is decided : and perhaps 
for twelve months no other cause, depending on those same laws, comes 
before the court. The subject is then taken up as a new one; and thus 
he may go on from year to year, without any improvement in a know- ^ 
* ledge of local law. Take a man of good natural capacity — a scientific, 
well-bred lawyer, compel Mm to reside in the circuit; he immediately 
acquires a knowledge of the local laws of the States in his circuit because 
he must continue his mind upon a succession of similar causes, until he 
has disposed of perhaps fifty or one hundred without having it distracted 
by an attention to any other. He soon acquires a knowledge of the laws 
as a system, which is not to be ibrgotten. But upon the -bench of the 
Supreme Court, he has no such advantage; and itwouldt be strange if 
he did not go off almost ad ignorant of local laws as he came ot it. 

Now, whether it be seven or ten, or of whatever numb^ it may be, I * 
ilisist that it Is a valuable feature in our system, and one l^at I would 
not part with any more than I would with that most valtieble political 
privUege, of trial by jury; that the man who is ultimlitely to decide the 
cause must be in a situation to have a reasonable opportunity of be9>ming 
acquainted with the laws that are to form the fpround of that dednon* 
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Saya Hie gentlemaD, by what mystery is it that yon are going to ooinma- 
aicate the information whioh that one judge has obtained, to the other 
ninef' The momenta cans^ is brought into the Sajweme Court, instead 
of their haying to grope about without knowipg how, or where to find the 
neeessaiy statutes and authorities, they make oommon- stock of all the 
knowledge they hate acquired, and tiie judge who has made himself 
acquainted with the local Uiws, applicable to the case in question, brings 
to their view at once, not only the stattites, but all the authorities he has 
had access to, in relation to the same question, and when these materials 
are spread before them, then, sir, they are prepared to come to a eorreet 
determination. There is no mystery in this ? £aeh is not to lo<di: op 
within his own breast all the infotmation he has Acquired upon legal 
iubjects, and let his brethren be groping about in darkness. They talk 
freely on legal subjects amongst themselves, they make joint-stock of 
their knowledge, they apply their natural , talents, and then, sir, they 
bring out such a result as they think will be according to tiie justice and 
law of the case. The moibent you giye me one judge on the bench of the 
Supreme Court that has a knciWledge of the laws of the country in which 
I liye, the Supreme Court is placed in a situation that it can dispense 
justice between man and man in Tennessee; but tiU that is done, it is as 
much a matter of accident, as anything else, that justice should be done, 
I haye no complaint to make against the judges of the Supreme Court, 
nor haye I any eulogies to pronounce on them. In some causes that haye 
come from Tennessee to the Supreme Court, I think theb decisions erro- 
neous ; I haye the same opinion as it reUtes to some^other States. But in 
the situation in which they haye been placed, I am surprised they haye 
not been oftener wrong. It is the lot of human beings to err when tiiey 
haye the best means of information, and it would be strazige if they did 
not err, when you Qompel them to act without the necessaxy means of 
information. There y^aa one ciase in which their decision was in opposi- 
tion to aU the decisions of the State Courts, in which they api^ied old 
principles that were inapplicable to our local laws, and thereby reyeised 
the decision of the district judge doing duty as a circuit judge, and sent 
the cans^ back to be retried; upon the second trial, a more enlarged 
view of the case was given in a bill of exceptions, and the cause again 
brought to the Supreme Court, and they a second time reversed ,the 
Judgment ,of the circuit court, and took great pains to explain away 
what seemed to be the ground of the first decision, thereby using thdr 
eadeavors to ward off the mischief likely to flow from the first opinion. 
Imention these things, not as a ground on which to censure any man 
who is on tj^at bench ; I have as much confidenoe in them a» any man 
who has no more acquaintance with them, and who is lis little capable of 
forming opinions relative to their decisions. Still, I am constrained to 
believe, that not on^ in the case alluded to, but in some others, they 
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hare not oorreotly expoimded our nmideipal laws, and tiiat ndscli^eft 
Ittve been produced; and that more nrast IneTitably be produced, if that 
oonrt ii not plaoed on .a difEerent footings from that on which it aoir 
atandfl. 

Had we not better pass ttie IhU on the table, than throw ererythinf into 
a state of oonftadon by tlie relerenoe-f Had we not better refiuetiie 
gentleman's propontion t K yon agite to it, whan is there to be an endf 
The gentleman frdm New Tork stated that there were grieTanoes under 
which we labored, but that he-did not deem them to be so great as to 
Justify all the damor that had been raised in that part of the country. I 
think he has not yet got to the bottom of our gneranoes, unless — 
' [Mr. Van Buren rose to explain; he liad stated on the part of 
.Tennessee, that there had been no comf^nl — thtllr memotiala were 
such as they ought to haTc been — they stated their grievances fiurly and 
fully, and l^ft it to the ^Krisdom of Oongreas to apply the remedy. But he 
had stated that complaints had been made elseyrheve.] 

l£r. White resumed. I am very gilad to receive the ezplanation. It 
gave me pain to think our 6omplainjts should be censured from so tespect- 
able a quarter, and I am relieved to find I nusunderst^bd the gentleman. 
By the bill upon your table, we can be relieved; without some cfaang% 
the causes of complaint must continue. The gentleman fi!om New Hamp- 
shire finds fault with the bill, and chalks out no plan. The gentleman 
from Rhode Island excepts to the bill, and refers to • substitute. What 
is his remedy! He wishes the judges of the Supreme Court to fi>itn an 
appelkte court, and to be relieved^ from dXL circuit duties, and to have a 
aeparate set of judges, cslled circuit judges, to try all causes in the 
respective circuits. Indeed, sir, I should think (to use his own: language) 
he would give us a remedy worse than the disease, and I believe that no 
man that has reflected well qn this subject, and is a friend to the Supreme 
Ck>nrt of the ITnited States, will ever put its high character in jeopardy 
)>y any such system! As an American I am proud of the character it 
now sustains. It is not oidy a blesdng npoa the whole to the nation, but 
some of its members are a credit to the age in which we live. And how 
did they become so? Not by being shut up in 'Washington, in New 
Tork, or in Rhode Island, but by letting them have a ^r opportunity to 
become acquainted, not only with those things which are to be got out of 
books, but with those things which are gwng on in that society of which 
they are members. Let me not be told that I wish to send the judges 
out pppularity hunting—to drink a dzam with this ignorant man, or to 
tftke his breakftst with.another ; but I s^, send the judges of the Supreme 
Court, to administer and dispense Justice in the respective States in the 
presence of the citizens of those States, of the counsel that attend the> bar 
and the jury; let them hear the witnesses that depose as to the fiuita of 
thecaasu* 
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li^liile .the Jadge in hu drci^ -dispeiiseff justice, he tfatobes, with all 
pontble c«re, the oondnot of the eoansel^ the oonrae of the testimony, and 
its praotioal. application to the particular transactions of men; at the 
le time that he is dispensing jastaoe, he is keeping np an essential pait 
of his edncation'; he is keeping np his personal knowledge of hnman 
nature, he sees its workings as it iB;--«ndofi^ the places on earth where a 
man oan be placed to acquire a knowledge of human nature, the best is a 
oonit of jastice, when thegury is to decide a matter of fiKst, and vica vac9 
testimony is giTen,'to inform them on it. Put the^ question down in the 
most carefol state you can, in a bill of exceptions, and an appellate court 
never can hffve the same impressicm made on their minds, that they 
would hare had, if they had seen and heard the ftame'testimony delivered 
to a jury. Do you befieye there would have been the improvement thwe 
has been in the doctrine of evidence during the last hundred years, if 
those who established these rules had possessed no practical knowledge 
acquired at niri pritm or ekecwheret How long is it since the distinction 
has been drawn between a competent and a credible witness ? But look 
these Judges up in WestmSnstw Hall, or in Bhoda Island, or in l^ew 
York, or Washington, and you take tixem firom the aource of information, 
and what becomes of themf If I wished to lessen tiieir standing in 
soeiety, and to destn^ public confidence in them, to put them' in etich a 
aituatlOn that, instead of doing justice between man and man, they 
ahould become a cnxse to the country, I would adopt the system recom- 
mended by the gentleman fh>mr Rhode Island. 

Again mr: it is a great ol^t in the administration of justice to 
keep mankind satisfied. If I could spare the property, I would ahnoat 
as soon lose a portion of mine, by the decision of a man lA whom I had 
entire oonfidence, as to gain by the judgment of one that I believed 
decided in my &vor, he thinking -that his own decision was wrong; 
becaose in such case, I wouM f6<il that ndtli^r my person or property 
was safe. Take the judges of the Supreme Ck>urt from all circuit duties, 
and yon make them strltngers to society; they will fiave no acquflSnlanee 
with any portiK>n of the profession, except tiie very few who may prac- 
tice at their bar ; let them then decide some &vorite statute of some of 
your large soverdgn 'States to be unconstitutional, and it will be found . 
that they have not enough of character to sustain them. But keep each 
of* them in the disduu-ge of circuit 'duties^ and they are all forced into 
society; in their respective circuits, they become personally and inti- 
mately known to most of the respectable men in tliose drcnits ; to dories, 
marshab, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, bystanders, and if they have 
integrity and talents to fit them for their high station, it becomes loiown, 
and felt by the mass of^ sodety ; who are witnesses of their usefulness: 
thto let tiiem decide such a statute to be unconstitutional (and so they 
Mght to do, if BOdi be the fiM^X ^^ ^^>^>^ *^ ^'^^ ^"^ public opinion 
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win snutaSn them. The moment the deoiaion b oompkined o^ the 
inquiry by evecy man will be, did the jndge with whon^ I am acgminted, 
Goncnr in thst deciMonf and if answered in the affirmatiTe, he w31 
inmiediately say, the dedsioa mnst be right, he ia. honest ^d enlight^ 
ened, and would not hare ooncurred nnleas the judgment was oorrect. 

Again, yon pnt a man of middle life upon the Beneh well qualified 
for his station; make the court stationary; take from the Judge all 
drcuit.dutiee: and, if he live to reasonable age, he will most probably 
die unqualified for his office. How will the judges fill up the intenralf 
of time between the sessions of the -Supreme Court? it is answered by 
reading. I put it to every practical, well-informed lawyer to say, 
whether it would not be more profitably employed in holding circuit 
courts. Take any one legal subject, and let the judge be in search of 
information upon it, and, I say h^ will, in my opinion, acquire more by 
hearing arguments upon it, for one day in the week, than he will by 
reading^ the whoU week; and that which ,he has thus acquired, will 
remain with him for life. . 

Again. Take from them circuit duties, and a main stimulus to 
exertion is destroyed ; the mind is, for a considerable portion of life, 
•improved by use, one exertion prepares it for another, and by repeated 
efforts, it acquires a vigor and force not to be otherwise acquired. 
Make the judges stationary, and they will soon content themselves with 
mbderate labors, their reading will be alone ; none to help them to com- 
pare and examine ideas collected from books, they will have no precise 
object in view : but keep them to the circuits, and then they will have 
every inducement to exertion ; their conduct will be in the view of the 
world ; the causes openly argued ; the opinions of the judge are formed 
for present use, must be accompanied by his reasons to support them, 
delivered in presence of jury, witnesses, parties, counsel, and by- 
standers ; if wro^g, he will be called upon to r&^xamine them on motion 
for a new trial, when their errors will be openly exposed, and refuted. 
He wi^ therefore, have every inducement to continued and unremitted 
exertion; and this exertion will daily increase his capacity for use* 
fhlness. 

On the plan proposed by this bill, you make the Judges men of 
vigorous minds, well stored with useful knowledge, capable of forming 
and continually, not only forming^ but actually expressing opinions for 
themselves. 

On that proposed b^ the gentieman from Bhode Island, yon will soon 
have your Judges, bookworms, if you choose, without any practical 
knowledge ; their mind^ enervated for want of use, neither liabituated to 
lopm, nor to express opinions for themselves, acting seldom or never on 
individual responsibility ; always in the presence only of the compailir 
tively few, who may be attendant on the Supreme Courts By this plaO| 
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tfaey will floon lose that numly indepondeooe bo beneficial to sodefy, ind 
beeome mere drirolleni drones, ready to lean npon any assodaiC^ 
ambidoiifl of .distinction, and admirably fitted for any miworfchy purpose 
to which a designing Ezecntive may wish to apirfy them. 

It is said that another misfortone from the proposed plan will be^ 
tibat it will add to the existing gricTanoe in the Supreme Court — delay. 
At the first view, there certainly speared something very pUrasible in 
this objection; bnt, npon matore consideration, I think the hnsiness 
wiU rather be expedited by this additional number of justioea, than 
otherwise. 

How is the delay to be increased? Because, say gentlemen, eanfa 
judge must make himself acquainted with the oontenta of the leootdf 
and it will take ten men longer to do sq than seven. 

This difficulty is in a good degree removed, if we suppose .the judges 
will make such arrangement as that one shall read the record, and tiie 
other nine listen to him while reading it; upon this plsn, ten wiU 
become acquainted with its contents in as short a time as seven. But 
suppose some delay to be occasioned from this cause, it is more than 
counterbalanced by positive advantages by an increase of the number of 
judges. 

Have ten judges of the Supreme Oourt performing the duties of cir* 
eiiit judges, and you bring to the Bench of the Supreme Court in a short 
time, an inttmato knowledge* of the municipal laws of the respective 
States; when one of those causes depending for its decision upon any 
of those local laws shall be brought into the Supreme Court, the court 
will at once be able to refer to aU the statutes and decisions which ought 
to govern their judgment ; when as now they are frequently at a loss to 
procure either the one or the other; and it consumes much time and 
requires great labor to procure those materials, from, which, idone, a 
correct opinion can be formed ; and often it must happen, that dedsiona 
are given without the benefit of aU the informati<m from these soureea 
which they ought to have* 

Suppose a case to be decided upon the local laws of a State, and the 
State desirous to Jiave fixed the construction of a doubtful statute ; but 
no book of reports containing those decisions to exist — how can th» 
Supreme Court acquire the necessary information? Only through the 
industry and research of the counsel onployed. lliey may and often 
will report them differently, and leave the court in great doubt But 
pass this bill, and one at least of the members of the Supreme Court will, 
on his circuit, have acquired a knowledge of those decisions, and oaa 
give correct information to his brethren. 

But, sir, it has been urged that by increasing the number of judges, 
yon increase the number of causes in the Supreme Court, and of coonc 
amat delay the. dedsiona there* Ta t^ argument I answer, first it la 
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not likely the ikct will turn out to be as sapposed : in all snits exceeding 
the yalae of two thonsand doUan writs of error can now be brought; if 
a jndge of the Supreme Conrt is associated with the district judge on 
the trial below, and they concur in opinion, most frequently both parte 
will be satisfied, and no writ of error will be brought ; whereas now, 
when the causes are decided below, by one man,* and he a district judge, 
writs of error will be almost inyariably brou^t if there is the least room 
fi>r a doubt. It is therefore most probable the number of writs of error 
will be diminished in all those oases to whioh I have alluded. 

But it is said now, no criminal case can be brought to the Suprems 
Court, nor can any dvil one, when the matter in dispute is of less value 
than two thousand doUara ; because as the decisions will be by the dis- 
trict judge alone, there can be no certificate of a division of opinion, by 
whioh means only such cases can be brought to the Supreme Court. 

I must regret that such an argument sliould -be used to defeat this bilL 
It oonforms to the rule by which tyrants govern. The substanee of it is, 
tiiat it is better that a man in one of those nine Western States, should be 
hanged or lose his property by the erroneous decision of the single judge, 
than that a suitor from any other of tlie fifteen States should have his suit, 
delayed in the Supreme Court, by increasing the number of causes upon 
Ha docket. 

Ihifl argument cannot be tolerated; all are to be equally obedient 
to the same laws ; all must, be protected by them. The main ol^jeot 
of government, and one of its first duties is, to protect the innocent at 
the same time that it punishes the guilty. The citiaens of <me State 
are not to be unjustly punished, that those of another may have a 
apeedy revision of their causes in the Supreme Court The citizens of 
each are entitled to the same measure of justice, and an equal chance for 
a oorieot adniinistration of it must be furnished to all. WiU it be allowed 
that a citizen of Tennessee must submit to ii^ustice, for no better reason 
than to enable a citizen of New York, or Rhode Island, to have his oanse 
qteedily decided in the Supreme Court? It is hoped not. 

Something was said about the weight of population, and that the 
pitoposed bill would give to the West more judges than ihmx relative 
numbers would entitle them to. 

Mr. President, I have not felt the force of any argument used up<m thia 
point. Before the judicial system of the United States b extended, there 
mast be States, those States must have citizens living in them ; and those 
citizens must have suits, or a reasonable prospect for suits of Federal 
Jurisdiction to be decided, and whenever these things occur, your sys- 
tem, applicable to the other States, ou^t to be extended to embrace them* 

Take a State composed of a number of counties, some of them thickly 
populated, others with a peculation more sparse ; what would be thou|^l 
of a legislatore which, in devising a judicial system, would make one qf»> 
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tern for those^ ootmties of dense^ another for thoee of thin popdationf 
Would they aet wisdy or Jostly when they directed the eonrts in coonties 
thinly settled^ to be held by a single justice of the peace whoee dedsion 
ahonld h%Jlnal; and the oonrts in the coonties thickly settled^ to be 
hoUflii by a justice of the peace and a judge of the Supreme Ooort ; and 
that in all cases where they disagreed, no judgment should be entered 
until A Supreme Oourt, composed of sey en men should be consulted ? All 
would ooncur in^ pronouncing 'such a course unwise and uiynst ; yet the 
Tery argument now psed goes to justify such a system. 

.Upon this braneh of the subject I hope it will be seen that, if this bill 
passes, the oonfid^ice reposed in- the decisions of the circuit eourts, will 
tand to diminish rather than increase appeals ;• that the increased know- 
ledge of local laws on the Supreme Bench will facilitate the decisions 
therei in pla6e of delaying them ; but that, if some delay should be pro- 
duced, it is &r better that should be submitted to, than that nine States 
should be compelled to live under a judicial system less fistvorable to the 
administration of justice than that which is affi>rded to the other fifteen. 

There is another point of view in which this matter ought to be coA' 
ndered, when we are oonodering and comparing the utili^ of the i>ill 
upon your table, with the system of 1801, which the gentleman from 
fiUiode Island desires to re-establish as a substitute for it. 

That which this bill proposes is a mere extension of the judicial system, 
as it now exists, and has existed in fifteen of the States fo^ many years. 
ItB utiHty has been tested by experienoe, and its provisions hinre been 
generally approved. If the bill passesi no change even in the nine States, 
will be affected, by which society can be disturbed '^ the courts will sit 
at the same time in the respective circuits; the business will be conducted 
upon the same plan heretofore adopted ; the only sensible alteratipn will 
be that, instead of one man upon the bench when the courts sit, there 
win be two. We are creatures of habit, and any radical change in a 
judicial system, by which the settled habits of the people are disturbed, 
or changed, is not likely to succeed, even if the new would, in the end, 
be better than the old ; it is not likely that the new will be tolerated long 
enou^ to give it a iUr experiment, unless the old has been found glar- 
ingly defective. In this instance this is not the case — ^the old has been 
tested and approved, and if now changed, as the gentleman wishes, the 
people will compel us to change baek to that which this bill proposes. 

It has been said thai the system of 1801 did not go into operation, it 
was unpopular on account of those who proposed and adopted it, and there- 
fore, put down without a fidr experiment. Be it so; and it is a proof of 
the correctness of my argument. The old system, that which we wish 
now to esCtend, had been adq>ted in 1789 ; its utility had been proved ; 
without necessity a new experiment was made by tixe act of 1801, not 
oaUed for by any existing grievance ; the people would not submit to it ; 
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Ihey pat it dovn, lind with it, or rather befbre it, those who hid bfonght 
it into existelioe. Ton now wish to .re-instate that systom to rdieve the 
West. From that very quarter oame the attack upon it. It was loom- 
menoed by Breckenridge, of Kentacky, and it was repealed. It is a nus^ 
take to suppose it never went into operation ; we liad the oirooit system 
In operation, for a short time, both in Kentacky and Tennessee, the ooly 
two Western States then in existence. No time was lost in patting it in 
operation anywhere, and bnt little lost in commencing the atroggle by 
which it was put down, and that of 1789 re-instated. Let as not npeat 
the experiment. We need not flatter oorselves it will be better received 
now than it was then. The system then approved, tn that which u stiU 
approved; pass this bill, and thereby extend its beiiefits to the nine 
Western States. By this means yoa will keep the people hsfppy and con- 
tented: bat, distort) their settled habits, nselessiy make the radical 
change which gentlemen desire, and a straggle is again commenced, 
which will prodace great discontent, and end in the overthrow of the 
kew system and the re-establishment of that whidi is now known and 
approved. 

The alteration effected by this bill will be, that the Sapreme Oooit 
will be composed of ten in place of seven. Gentlemen say they woald 
^ther reduce, than increase the nnmber of judges — six, say they; and 
thra, as drcumstanoes will permit, ontil the number which composes it 
shall be <»ily four. Seven is the fkvorite number in religipus matters, and 
four in legal matters, according to the opinion of gentlemen on the other 
side. And why fix upon, the number of Iburt Because, in Great 
Britain, four is the number which comprises their highest courts. 

Mr. President, we have borrowed many of oar most valuable ideas upon 
legal subjects from Great Britain; bat care must be taken not to copy 
too Hut. That country is of small extent, an island ; a jndge in any one 
part of it has it pei^dctly in his power to acquire a knowledge of the 
general laws applicable to the whole, and also of the particular customs 
applicable to any particular part. That is not our ntuation in the United 
States— -our country is of immense extent; evien judges of the Supreme 
Oourt ought to be well acquainted with the general laws t>f nations ; 
your conventional laws ; with the Oonstatution and laws of the United 
States, and with the Constitution and laws of twenty-four distinct and 
independent States, varying from each other in many important partico- 
lars. The same system which has been found well adapted to' the one 
country, may be entirely ansuited to the otheh Foor judges would be. 
more likely to bring all necessary legal knowledge into the Court of Klng^s 
Bench, in En^and, than ten will be to bring all the legal knowledge 
necessary to the bench of the Sapreme Court. The situatioa and circum* 
stances of our "own country most be careftdly attended to, otherwise we 
shall do great mischief by boriowing flrom others, and adopting systems 
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' not suited to the ertent of our territory, to the oircnmstanoes, and 

' ritoation, and habits of onr dtizena, nor to the Tarions and mnltiplied 

^ ' peculiarities in onr Inderal and State laws. From no oonntry npon earth 

can we expect a model which will snit tis fbr a ja^oiary. Onr country, 
I and ererything in it, is npon a more extended scale ; and onr jndidary 

mnst be adapted to onr own sitnation and cironinstances. The politician, 
who will be naefhl in the^ United States, mnst permit lus mind to com- 
prehend the yarions interests of the different sections of country ; the 
habits, cnstoms, and pnrsnits of the people in different quarters— ^Ven 
their pr^ndices, if yon choose — and from all these condderattons, enact 
his laws upon' sndi prindples as will secure the interests of the whole. 
He who will not permit his mind so fiir to expand as to embrace the whole 
extent of his own country, will always be in d^ger of inflicting ii\jury, 
while he intends to afford protection. Let us then pass this bill; make 
onr system co-extensive with* the country; adapt it to the wishes and 
expectations of aodety; placer 'every State on an equal footing in fact, 
with every othier: we will 'then bave made an effort npon ttus subject 
from whidi we have treason to aniidpate much good. Should it, con- 
trary to our expectations and wishes, be productive of mischief^ the fifteen 
States which now have an effident system, can have no Just cause of com- 
l>laint. Tbe ntnation of all will be equal; the inconvenience will be com* 
mon to alL We have a right to expect and therefore do expect, this risk 
.win be encountered in an attempt to do justice tO'alL 
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ilioiild choose, in pimshaBhig Mends at elections or other critical 
periods. 

Ab a good summaiy of his opinion on this and some other subjects, 
and likewise for the sake of exhibiting by its latter paragraphs thd 
principle avowed by the party which elected General Jackson, which 
were deserted by them at their convenience, when expediency seemed 
to call for tergiversation ; and for ccmsistent adherence to which prin- 
dpleS) and for the consequent necessary severance from the remainder 
of his former friendly they poured out upon him during the last years 
Off his life, such floods of unfounded reproach, we here insert the 
larger part of a speech delivered by Judge White to his constituents 
at Knoxville, April 5th, 182Y, at a dinner there given' by them to him, 
in acknowledgment of his services in the Senate. 



I should be worse than insensible, if I did not feel very grateful for the 
kind sentiments just expressed. Next to being conscious of good in- 
tention, is the f^probatidn of those who have reposed confidence in me; 
and, especially, that portion of them, who have been witnesses of my con- 
duct from youth to manhood, and from middle age to the decline of life. 
For this testimony in my favor, I tender you my most grateftd adcnow- 
ledgments. It is due, however, to myself to say, that I feel humbled 
under the conviction that it has not been in my power to render any 
service to my country, in my present -station, at all equal to those your 
kind partiality has been pleased to ascribe to me. Had I been fUly awaie 
of the difficulties I would have to enodunter, and of the afflictions I was 
doomed to sufEer, I believe I should have shrunk from the task assigned 
me by the Legislature ; but, having voluntarily undertaken it, no domestic 
afflictions, no public calumny, could make me seriously doubt for one mo- 
ment the course I ought to pursue. I must remain at my post fearlessly, 
and without flaltering discharge my duty, trusting to the intelligence of . 
my countrymen to reftite calumny, and to my neighbors, by acts of per- 
sonsl kindness, to soften private afflictions. 

Happily, associated witii those who espouse different sides of all doubt- 
ful political questions, every way better qualified to discuss them than 
myself I have been, in most instances, relieved from taking much part in 
public debate, and have been content to Hsten patientiy, and vote accord- 
ing to what I considered the best interests of the country. It would be 
presumptuous in me to suppose I have not sometimes erred; but, I can 
safely say, never intentionally. Too unimportant to be often singled out by 
name as an object of abuse, I have stiUcome in for a share in the presses 
in the employ of the administration, under the general appellation of '^the 
unprincipled faction of the Senate.^' Thip charge, so fer as it applies to 
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me, no matter by whom stated, I tiave no hesitation in pranooncing^ aa 
nnfounded calumny; and as it may rekte to others, with whom I have 
acted, I believe it to be equally destitute of truth. So &r as it has related 
to every measure calculated to cause the afiQtirs of the tlaited States to be 
conducted upon the principles to which we have been accustomed dunng 
the republican administrations, there has been little variety of opinion since 
I have been in Congress: and, in every instance, as it 'relates to such 
measures, the Administration has had the most prompt and efScient aid 
from those who, in the coalition prints, have been denominated ^^ the un- 
prinapled faction.'* Indeed, when elected to the Senate, I never dreamed 
that the General Assembly of Tennessee expected me to go dressed in the 
uniform either of those opposed to the Administration, or .of the Adminis- 
tration itself^I was sent in the uniform of my country, and to vote, as in 
my Judgment, would most promote its inUrest, and this duty, I feel con- 
acious, I have discharged in the best manner I knew how. So far from 
expecting th<nt was to happen, which has come to pass during the pen- 
dency of the last Presidential election (although I always had a decided 
preference), I believed the government would be administered upon repub- 
lican principles, let which of the candidates might prevail, and, until after 
my election to the Senate, had seen no good reason to change that opinion* 

The President's message to Gongress, at 'the comsdencement of the first 
session, since I was a member, took me by surprise. I saw in it a daim 
of powers for the federal government, more extravagant than had ever 
been made in the days of federalism — a claim which I beUeved every 
sound American federalist, as well as every republican, ought to be 
equally prompt in condenming. This was soon followed by a message to 
the Senate, on the mission to Panama, in which was claimed for the Ex* 
ecutive, powers which, if yielded, would leave to the Senate nothing on 
the subject of foreign missions worth preserving. 

From my entrance into the bustle of life, I had been in the habit of 
thinking, that those who denied to the federal government, all power, 
except that which is granted in expreu terms, or which is necestary to 
carry into effect some power expressly granted, expounded the Constitu- 
tion more correctly than that sect who wish to confer-power by implica- 
tion,' who believe the federal government ought to protect tiie people 
** against their worst enemies — ^themselves;" because they hi^ve ^^not vir- 
tue and intelligence sufficient for self-government ;" I could not, therefore, 
do otherwise than oppose the Executive in those extravagant pretensions. 
This celebrated mission to Panama, it appeared to me^ was inconsist' 
ent with our former policy, with the wholesome lidvice given us by the 
Father of his Country, and uselessly putting at hazard the liberie and hai^ 
piness of the people of the United States. My best wishes, as well as 
yours, were with those who were struggling for the right to govern 
themselves ; bnt these wishes could not induce me to sanction a policy* 
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which, aooording to my best Jadgment, put at hazard the trne interest of 
our own oitLBeDS, for the wild notion of heing esteemed the friends and 
upholders of liberty thronghont the oiTiliced world. We m%ht, I thonght| 
better employ onzselTes in strengthening our own Union — a onion, which, 
if perpetuated, will fbmish adequate employ for all oar patriots and states- 
men, without extending the sphere of onr dnties to embrace other na* 
tions, to whom we are under no special obligatioBS. 

If doubts were entertained in the first instance, whether it was not 
intended to make some agreement with these Spanish American States, 
by which our fate wonld, in some mpects, be identified with theirs, those 
doubts were Tory much increased when the Fk^sMent openly came out, 
and enddavored to satisfy the American people, that the advice of Wash- 
ington against ^* entangling alliances ^ had no application to republics on 
our own continent. But I pass from a topic which has been long since 
amply discussed^ and in relation to which at this day^ there cannot weU 
be more than one opinion. 

In oomparatiTcly modem days, a snbjeot has been got up, concern- 
ing which, I will Tentnre a very few remarks. I allude to internal 
improyementa by the federal gotemment. The most I have found it my 
dnty heretofore to say upon that suljeot was, that where the road or 
canal was to paas throuiffh a State^ I doubted the power of the federal 
government, and while I thus doubted, I wonld not vote in favor of an 
appropriation for spoh an object In relation to roads or canals through 
a territory, the case was different 

Whether the federal government possesses the power to engage in the 
busJness of internal improvement as a wytem^ is a question of very grave 
import. This is neither the time nor place to engage in the discussion of 
such a question. Thus much, however, I frankly state as my (pinion ; 
that I cannot find any inch )^wer $3Bpr€uly granted in the Constitution 
of the United States^ nor do I believe it at all nMSWory to give effect to 
any power that is eacpresely granted by that instrument Still, it may be 
true, that in a state of war,^ and for the purposes of war, the United 
States may have power to make a road through any State. So, likewise 
it may be true in a case of necessity under the power ** to establish post 
roads" that they may have power to construct a road; but if they have 
such power in these extraordinary cases, I think it is not true, that they 
possess the power to embark in the business of constructing roads and 
canals through the respective States when and where they choose in 
defiance of the will of the States. I am the decided friend of internal 
fanprovements, but I am friendly to them when made by the power which, 
consistently with the Oonstitntion, can make them. No man^ I think, 
can reasonably doubt but that each of the States has the power to make 
as many roads and can^ as they please, within their own limits, and that 
they will exercise this power in eveiy instance where the interest of their 
citizens require it, I cannot doubt 
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I think not only that the Pidted States do not posten thii ettmdf^ 
power, but farther, that it oaght noTer to be eorrendered to them. 

Already It is alarming to oontemplate the patronage of the federal 
goremment when acting within the sphere of Oonstitationai power: 
grant it tills additional power, and, in my opinion, it will be nseless to 
talk of State rights, or the people's rights; they will erist in name, only, 
or at most, at the mil of the federal government. Of all powers t^ 
woold be wielded nvost destmctlTely whenefer the federal ezecntive 
might choose.' At present, offices, the hope of offices, or the nse of the 
people's own money, placed at the di^osal of the ezeoatiTe, are the com* 
mon xpeans of oorrapting one dass of the commonity, who may be relied 
npon, to mislead and deceive another: bnt with this power, w^ole sidc- 
tionS of country might be operated npon directly. At present, the ezeoa* 
tive can oidIj pmrchate Jriendi by retail; then, they oonld engage in the 
uhoUioiU bnsiness. We are not altogether dsstitnte'of ezperiaidevOpon 
this subject. A few years ago, I think in 1824, Congress passed an act 
authorizing the President to have each routes surveyed, for roads and 
canals, as would be considered natumal in relation to commerce, to post 
roads, or to military roadsi and to enable him to give effect to this law, 
has at each session si^ce, appropriated large sums of money, to defray the 
expense of the engineer corps engaged in the business. And how has 
this law been practised upon t It has been in many instances abused and 
perverted from its meaning. If there is any one road that would be con- 
sidered more national than any other, it would be one from* Washington 
to New Orleans. Accordingly, one, was to be surveyed, and three routes 
were proposed fot a road between those points. One to go through the 
eapitid of each pf the Southern States — another to go along the foot 
. of the mountains on their southern side, and the third to cross &e Blue 
Ridge not fiur from Washington and come along the valley thit>ugh this 
quarter of the country, and so on to New Orleans, Engineers were 
ordered to view these routes, and ascertain th^ advantages and disadvan- 
tages relating to each, that it might be decided wiuoh of the three should 
be preferred. The surveys of the southern and middle routes were made 
by three engineers ; and when the onoj in which we are interested, called 
the northern, was to be examined, only two of the three could be spared, 
and they were ordered to huiry o^ by the nearest practicable course; 
and so it is, that they trav^ed at a gait which enabled them to come with 
nearly as much speed as travellers on ordinary business, not foeling tiiem- 
selves at liberty to deviate to the right hand or the left from the most 
direct route, to make any examination whatevw. It is true, that they 
were necessarily detained in this place a fow days, waiting the arrival of 
a gentleman now present, who had been appointed to accompany them 
through this State. Here, they were requeM»d' by myself and others, to 
view the several routes which had been spoken of through Tennessee, but 
the answer was, their orders did not permit them to deviate from the 
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inoet diveet rontei for the sake of «ftm»nii»g aay other. Upon a report 
after $ueh a turo^, the norther^ roate is to cc»ne ia ooii4>etition with 
tiie ether two, and to ha¥e its advantages aad disadvantages, compared 
with those pf the others ; and after aU this hasts, no route is jet located. 
AH three are taught to expect the road, and at the same time that a friend 
of the Administration here is tiying to satisfy jon, that^ if yon will be 
friendly to those in power, and vote for them and their friends, they will 
deal kindly with yon, and oanse the road to be located on your roate, 
exactly the same langoage may be employed by their advocates on each 
of the other routes, and tiins, by keeping those three rentes in the market, 
it is hoped that the mass of the people, from the extreme of the northern 
rente, to the AUantic may be influenced the wh<de distanee from Wash- 
ington to Kew Orleans. The like practices are pursoing elsewhere. In 
ICaine, a State which has more sea coast than, perhaps, any in the IJnionf 
in the coarse of the past year,, engineers were kept well employed in 
anrveying roates for roads and canals — thttr elections were going on, and 
to get a good senator in Congress, it was necessary to have good members 
of assembly, and so it is, that Mr. Holmes has been enc^neered out, and 
another put in his place, who, it may be hoped, will not be ^^ an onprin* 
flipkd fiusticmist.'^ 

In Yii^^inia, towards Greenbrier, ronted were also carefully attendedto, 
and surveyed, and ICr. Randolph is disposed of. In one of the other dis- 
tricts of Virginia, the people were becoming resflees, their representative 
likely to be considered a coalitionist, and an opposition candidate 
talked of: bat application is made for a part of the en^neer oerps to 
aorvey a little H^^ht^mile rente for a canal in the neighborhood, where 
yon most bring water twelve miles to feed it, and the executive promptly 
attended to the call; a detachment of engineers was sent, the 'route 
surveyed and the people soothed beoause aU this was effected throu|g^ the 
representative, who is on good terms With the Administration, who are 
evciy ready to attend to such applications. I cannot upon this subject 
do better tiian to refer suoh as have not read it, to Mr. Rives's speech at 
the last session. He shows, practically, what use may be made ; nay more, 
what is made, of this power, by the federal executive. 

In the midst of aU this waste, although repeatedly applied to, they had 
no spcre engineers to survey any roiite for a road or canal for Tennessee 
or for Alabama. Have patience my friends, our elections are to come on 
in August, a detachment will be here in due season. Tennessee needs 
good members of Oongress and members of Assembly, as well as other 
•States, and the executive will have it» business attended to here even if 
something is neglected elsewhere. This is a power so cwpM^ of being 
abused, already* so much abused, so destructive of the purify of elections, 
that I cannot think the federal government either does, or ought t6 
possess it Afber what I have said, it is necessary, to prevent misoonoep* 
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tbn, that I should add, it is not mj intenticMi to throtr out a Idnt agvnsi 
any gentleman in the engineer corps. I have never heard aught to their 
prejudice ; I presume they are well qnalified for the stations they respee- 
tavely fill, and I have in no one instance heard of any of them interfering 
in the elections, or political concerns of the country. The influence of 
which r complain is of a different description — the very fiact of hariug 
rontes surveyed for these roads aod canals is calculated, and I believe 
intended, to excite expectations in difi^rent quarters of the country, that 
the present rulers are kindly disposed, and that they will, if continued 
in power, cause roads and canals' to be made where it is not intended to 
make them, and where, if made, they would be of little or no importance. 

Should, however, a migority of Oongress determine bn making a road 
from Washington to New Orleans, which, to say the least, I doubt their 
power to do, I have no questionj but the northern route, that which leads 
through this section of country, ought for many reasons to be preferred, 
to either of the other two ; and I think we have much oause to complain, 
that the engineers were not permitted to give to it as thorough an exami- 
nation, as they did to those others. 

The tariff^ as it is called, was much talked of during the last winter, 
and a bill passed the House of Representatives, the object of which waa 
to increase very considerably, the duty upon woollens, not of the highest 
price. It was not discussed or acted upon in the Senate for want of time. 
I have never heard any public cKscussion of the question relative i6 taxea 
imposed on foreign merchandise, with a view to protect and encourage the 
manufacture of similar fiibrics, in the United States. To give protection 
to a certain extent, I have never doubted the power of the federal gonrem- 
ment ; but this, like every other power, ought always to be exercised for 
the good of the whole ; and under my present impression I never would 
impose a tax upon a foreign article, which {m a nation^ Ve could con- 
veniently do without, where I saw, or had reason to 1)elieve, it would 
increase the price of the article throughout an exten^ve section of country 
and none were to be benefited by it but a few capitalists who would be 
thereby levying a tax upon a considerable portion of the community for 
their individual benefit. I should like to see domestic manufaoturea 
flourish ; but would never wish to see them brought into existence or 
nourished in one section of country at the expense and positive loss of 
another. v 

In some quarters of the United States, I see the kst Oongress is com- 
plained of, because they passed but few laws. For my own part, I 
believe if the necessary laws are passed to enable the United States to 
perform promptly their appropriate fhnctions, and to meet punctually thear 
Just engagements, it ought never to be eansi^ of regret, that there is 
little legislation. As to our internal oono^ms, they are better understood 
and acted upon in the respective States than they can ever be in Oon- 
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Indeed, there are bat few internal oonoema with vMch Oongressean 
properly intermeddle. It is nuunly to regakte our foreign oonoems, that 
the federal goyemment waa aroatedf and it ought never to be the policy 
of those who wish- well to the United States to increase the action of tbs 
federal government ; because, aa yon increase its action yon increase the 
expenditure of money, and as there are bnt few of the States in which legi- 
timate objects of expenditnre can be fonnd, it will operate most ii^nrionsly 
thai huge sums should be drawn from dU equally and expended among few. 
Although it is. true but few-laws Were enacted at the late session ; yet, 
some of great importan|)e were acted upon finally ; the bankrupt bill, 
long and ably debated, was finally negatived, a provision for a naval 
school was also a good deal discussed and finally negatived ; as well aa 
many others which it were useless to allude to at this time. 

There is one other subject upon which it is natural to expecSt I should 
aay something, and I do it the more willingly,/a8 this may be the only 
occasion ofiered at present, where I can see many of my fdlow citisena 
imder circumstances in which it would be proper to say anything pub- 
licly ; and there is no nsage of which I am aware to Justify printed com- 
munications to them. I allude to the next election for President It ia 
■aid by the Administration and their friends that there is nothing of prin- 
ciple involved in it, that it is a mere question among men, whether A 
or B shaH be preferred. In my conception, there cannot well be a state- 
ment more Incorrect. The present incumbent is placed in the highest 
office known to our law, agreeably to the forms of the Oofutitution, in 
direct opposition to the hnaten iciU of a m^ority of the people of the 
United States, and this, throu^ the active agency of the man, who na» 
Jills the most honorable station in his cabinet. Thus placed by their 
own management (hard words are useless) in berths which g^ve them 
the control of the whole executive patronage of the United States, they 
believe the Judicious use of the patronage, thus placed in their power, 
is sufficient to procure as many partisans as will secure the re-election 
of the present incumbent for the next term, and then, according to ^* safe 
precedent,** a saitable successor, and so on, perpetually. The true ques- 
tion is, whether the people are sufficiently virtuous and enlightened to 
govern themselves. If they are, they will at the time pointed out in the 
Constitution, by their votes, displace the present incumbent, and thus 
give a lesson not to be misunderstood, one which will teach every 
aspirant for office, that the^foiU of the people shall not be disobeyed with 
impunity, that they are not yet so uninformed and corrupt, as to be 
bon^t op with their own money and their own offices, in sufficient num-^ 
bers to enslave the minority. 

Every eSoTi of which the oppodtlon Oongress was capable, was made 
to have the Constitution so amended, as to peiTnit the people, in person, 
in their respective districts, to vote for the man of their choice, and thoa 
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prerent them from being defraaded by the ftitfaleseness of their agents; 
but this proposition was strennonsly resisted and ultimately failed. 

That the people are the sovereigns, is onr theory ; that their will, as tp 
who shall fill their ofSoes when fairly expressed, mnst be obeyed; yet 
•ome States in the last election were misrepresented and the representfr- 
tivee, in defiance of the known will of their constitaents, and in oppositioa 
to solemn public pledges, gave their votes to the present incumbent ; the 
only punishment whieh the people could infiiet upon these futbless 
representatives was to dismiss them from ftirther employ at the next 
election. This they have done, and yet, with this mark of the people's 
di^leasnre imprinted upon them, if I am correctly informed, spme of 
them have lately been remunerated by the executive with offices, o(hi- 
ferred as a reward for their treachery. As this course is pursued, let 
the people put forth their own strength, and let the President feel that 
ihwr ioiU is to be consulted, and not that of any set of political jugglers 
whatever. Let them dismiss him from public employ, who, with their 
offices and thor money, would defraud them of their most invaluable 
privilege, that of having those to serve them, whom the minority wills 
should do so. 

If this ill-gotten power is sufficient, if offices actually given, and tiie 
hope of offices hereafter expected ; if money already g^ven, and that here- 
after expected, are sufficient to procure partisans, who have management 
enough to mislead a minority, there is an end of firee government ; it 
exists in name only. That is the experiment now making, that is the 
issue made up and to be tried at the next election. Let every man take 
his side — ^in such cases there can be but two parties, and all who are not 
disposed to come forth in vindication of the people's right and capacity 
to govern themselves, are with the coalition, who 'would fix upon us, 
that which is worse than monarchy itself, and yet leave us the name 
of A republic. 

On ih^ subject of Internal Improvements, Judge White afterwards 
writes to a political personal fnend and correspondenti March Slst^ 
1830 : 

Your favor giving an account of the meeting in XnoxviUe, on the'snb- 
ject of the Buffalo and New Orleans Boad came safely to hand. . . . The 
result* is creditable to the integrity and. intelligence of Knox Oounty. 
The temptation to transgress the constitutional bounds is very strong . . . 
I lament that my fnend R. should not control his temper. Knives and 
pistols are tilmdng^ though seldom wimndng arguments. They ou^t 
never to be tolerated in a countiy civilized and free. 

* An ezprenloii of opinion tfalnat the propriety of banding the Boad (whidi woifld hati 
TtnoMMo) by federal aid. 
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Ibis last digreamve paragraph i» in comcmanoe with the writer^ 
well-known and lofty sentiments upon the barbarian cnstom of single 
oombat 

He writes again, sarcastically, on the same Boad Bill, under date 
April 2d, 1880 : 

A thought upon this road: — ^If we are really to seQ out ourprin- 
eiples for pay, or if it be intended through the medium of Internal 
Improvements to g^ve us a due share of public disbursements, how is it 
thst we are to have only a dirt roa4 at fifteen hundred dollars a mile f 
Why not give us a Macadamized turnpike or a railroad f I view ft as an 
indignity to my country and my constituents. Give us as good as is given 
to others, or give us nothing, say I. I am against the power to make the 
road ; but I would infinitely rather vote for a decent one, such as is made 
fbr others, than for one made on this dirt-4(Ming plan. 

Again, to the same, in relation to the well-known Maysville and 
Lexington Road, May 21st, 1830 : 

Several bills have been introduced, and some of them passed, requir- 
ing the United States to subscribe for stock in companies created by 
State LaiM to make Roads or Canals. One of them, to wit, for making 
a road from Maysville to Lexington, in Eentacky, is now before the 
President for his signature. Great doubts are entertained as to what he 
win do with it. Some think he will sign, others that he will not. 
Without hunoing anything, I hope for the last. The conunon impression 
is, that our opponents have had a settled plan to appropriate so much 
money as to prevent the President from paying the National Debt ; and 
it is a matter of regret that some of our political friends have acted with 
them, under a hope that their own particular counties could in a partner- 
ship scramble obtain some local advantage. 

I hope much from the integrity, firmness and intelligence of the 
President. If he yields to this corrupting branch of federal patronage, 
I shall consider the country ruined. 

The Bank of the United States was chartered in 1816. It was 
made the receptacle of the public moneys of the United States ; and 
by means of this powerful substantial aid in connection with the 
numerous branches throughout the Union, and by the skilful use 
of certain exclusive privileges, it soon became the centre and foun- 
tain of a vast and constanUy increasing circulation of paper-money. 
Judge White looked upon this rapid extension as a dangerous 
rtimolua to business, and as haxarding. the public good by encourage 
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ing eitravagaiit speeolatioiL Iliis was a serious e^l ; l>Qt anoAer 
which he dreaded more, was the power wliidi the bank or any similar 
institution might exercise in controlling elections. He opposed the 
bank from principle; as he would oppose any measure or establish- 
ment which would place it in the power of politicians, or capitalisti, 
or combinations of both, to exert any undue influence upon the me 
of the elective franchise. He had been long and intimately 
connected with banks, was well versed in their nature, operations and 
tendencies; and early and accurately augured the revulsions of 
1619-20, as well as those which followed up to 1834, as natursl 
results of the operations of the United States Bank. 

It has been shown that while a member of the Tennessee Legisla- 
ture, in 1827, he opposed the establishment of a branch of this insti- 
tution in that State. At a still earlier period, when the bill containing 
the original charter of the central bank was before the House of 
of Representatives at Washington, Wm. G. Blount^ then representative 
from Judge Whitens district (who had been his ward, and an inmate 
of his family), sent him a printed copy of the bill, asking his opinion 
of it Judge White wrote to him, giving a decided opinion against 
it. Mr. Blount alone voted against the bill, of all the Tenneesee 
delegation. 

Judge White went into the Senate in 1825, entertaining the opinion 
that the charter was both unconstitutional and impolitic ; and upon 
that opinion he uniformly acted. When the bill for the renewal of 
the charter was brought before Congress in 1832, he opposed it in a 
speech of some length, which was characterized by the public prints 
as the ablest argument on the subject made during the session. What 
state of feeling prevailed at Washington, between the friends and 
enemies of the bank, may be inferred from a letter of Judge White's, 
dated Feb. 22d, 1832 ; just one day before Mr. Clayton's naotion to 
appoint a committee for investigating the affidrs of the bank. 

Judge White says : 

Everything here is in a bustle. Nothing out of which mischief can be 
nuide is suffered to slumber. Ill blood is produced by almost every event; 
and a great disposition is manifested by some to appeal to the trial by 
battle. Newspapers have, as yet, answered to let off the superabundant 
steam. As the weather grows wanner, passions will rise higher, and, I 
think, depletion 5y the drawing o/hlood,' will, before long, become indis- 
pensable to restore that courtesy which never ought to be lost sight of by 
those entrusted by society with the promotion ofits highest interest No 
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man can teH when or with whom he is to be involved. 1 will do all that 
a prudent man onght to do to avoid diffioolties, bat should it be my lot to 
have them forced npon me, my reliance ia, that Providence will guide me 
through them in safety. 

Judge White's speech, delivered on the 7th and 8th of June, 1832, 
of the same year, on the question of the engrossment and third read- 
ing of the bill to renew the charter of the hank, was as follows : 

Mr. President — ^I am pleased with the manner in which the discussion 
of this important subject has been commenced and continued thus far ; 
and, although it is my intention to express my own sentiments with that 
freedom which belongs to my place, and with the frankness of one who 
has no opinion to conceal, yet I should be sorry i^ in the remarks I am 
about to submit, I should unnecessarily say anything calculated to change 
the tone of the debate. 

Whether the charter of the existing Bank of the United States ought to 
be renewed, is a question which should not be blended with another 
great question, and that is, whether the high duties to be perlbrmed by 
the federal government can be discharged without the aid of a bank of 
some description.* 

To the existing company the United States should, in good faith, dis- 
diarge* every obligation they have contracted ; up to this time they have 
done so ; and if they shall not put in operation any other bank until the 
existing charter expires, and in other respects comply with existing 
stipulations, in the meantime, no violation of their £uth can be charged 
to them. 

The present stockholders, so &r as they are citizens, will have had a 
complete monopoly for twenty years, and would, in my opinion, have less 
daim to become subscribers to any other bank to be created by the 
federal government, than other citizens who have been excluded from all 
banking privileges, in time past. Foreigners, who, at present, are stock- 
holders, have no claims whatever upon us. This charter was always 
exceptionable, on account of the United States being a stockholder. By 
owning stock they become the partner of a few private citizens, and give 
them the benefit of the character, resources, and influence of the whole, 
thus enabling a fiivored few to make profits out of the whole, for their 
own exclusive benefit ; this is wrong in principle. Ours is a government 
founded on equality, and ought never to be so conducted as to give a few 

* I do not wtth 11 to be nadentood, u my opinion, that * bftnk, dufftored by Oongren, may 
not be nMotsary to Initure Uie oorreot management of tbe fiseal cooceras of the fSsderal 
fDTeniment. On the contrary, I think It Tery probable, that, upon the escplratlon of the 
preeent charter, one may be deTised, consistent with the Gonstltution, giving to the United 
States all the benefits which a bank can confer, and guard against the otOs feared from the bUl 
Mv ander oonalderatkm.— JTole 6y JwAg% ITAHe. 

6 
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an advantage over the whole. Although it may be said, all had an ofnal 

opportanity to sabscribe originally, and therefore those who did not, can- 
not now complain; yet, when we come to the question we are now 
considering, that of giving a new charter, this answer loses all its force ; 
because now we select a few by name, become connected with them, and 
exclude all others from any partidpation for an additional fifteen years. 
If we now renew this charter, because the present stockholders have 
been the partners of the United States for twenty years, the argument for 
a second renewal will become stronger at the end of the next fifteen, and 
thus we shall have created permanently a privileged class of society, who 
will have the sanction, influence, and resources of the government 
afforded them to make money at the expense of the rest of society. But 
of all partnerships, this would be the most exceptionable. The United 
Spates own seven millions of stock, foreigners, we know, own eight 
millions ; how much more in the names of citizens we cannot tell, and 
tlie residue is owned by others, and these different interests are to be 
combined in one act of incorporation, and to be partners in banking for 
fifteen years. This ought not to be done, when our citizens have spare 
oi^ital, which they are anxious to invest in such stock. 

lliere might be some apology for this course, if we were destitute of 
capital and needed foreign aid ; but this we know is not the case— our 
own surplus capital, seeking safe and profitable investments, is the canae 
of our present political discontents. During the European wars, which 
commenced soon after the formation of the present Constitution, by the 
employment of oar own capital, in navigation and commerce, great addi- 
tions were made to it. The French decrees and British orders in council 
produced our restrictive measures, and terminated in the declaration of 
war in 1812. This war caused much of the capital, previously employed 
in navigation and commerce, to seek employment at home. It was 
Invested in manufactures, and upon the return of peace it asked and 
obtained from Congress protection from foreign competition. This pro> 
tection occasioned new investments, and these new applications fior 
additional protection, at different periods, up to the present time. We 
have no scarcity of American capital — ^it is. fully equal to all our wants. 
Why then sliould we renew this charter, and give exclusive privileges to 
foreigners, when our citizens are anxious to invest their money in the 
bank, and are offering to Congress terms tnare favorable, than are secured 
to us by this bill? It is said this bank has restored specie payments, 
collected your revenue, paid it out, paid your pensioners, and equalized 
exchange. 

Sir, it is the character of the United States, of which this bank has 
had the exclusive use, it is the funds of the United States, of which the 
bank has had complete control, it is the influence of our character, and 
our money, that restored specie payments, and enabled the bank to con* 
tinne them in spite of bad managementi 
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TIm oolleetion of yoar reYenoo has not cost the hank one cent It has 
only done for yon, what any bank wonld gladly do for an individual* 
It has reoeived your money on deposit, when carried to its yanlts at yonr 
expense. It has received your custom-house, and other bonds fbr coUeo- 
tion. It voluntarily paid, and received the money when dne. If not 
paid, it put the bonds into the hands of your law officer, and he has made 
the edlections, at your expense, and then deposited the money in the bank. 
Yonr drafia upon the bank have been paid, when and where presented, 
nnd well they might, because yon had your money deposited, in every 
place where there was either a principal or a branch bank. This, in place 
of a disadvantage, must have been a source of profit to the bank, because 
upon yonr fhnds it could draw, and re-draw bilk in &vor of individuak| 
and seenre preminms to itself. 

By the laws, the bank was not bound to pay, nor did it pay, as is be* 
lieved, pensioners, except in States where there was either the principal 
or a branch bank. The only trouble was to pay the pensioners when they 
applied at the bank and take receipts. This servioe any bank would gladly 
liAve pefformed for the benefit of the deposit, till pay-day should arrive. 

As to the uniformity of our currency, every man knows that the notes 
of this bank are not, in every quarter of the country, as good as the spe- 
cie. A Iwanch note payable at Nashville or Kew Orleans, is neoessarily at 
a diseoont^ in Maine or Kew York ; and as to the domestic exchange, it 
is always in fiivor of the bank, so as to enable it to receive a premium 
Upon a bill, or draft, when it sells one, and obtain a discount when it pnr- 
ohasea. 

Much credit has been daimed for the able administration of the aflOura 
of the bank. Gentlemen ought to remember that this praise has been 
claimed on a scale too extensive. For a portion of the time, since this 
bank has heesk in operation, it has been managed as badly as any inctitu- 
tton ever was, nnder either Federal or State authority. It was literally 
bankrupt by bad management. By good fortune, at a lucky moment, the 
•ervioes of Mr. Chevea were procured, at the head of the institution ; hia 
talents, his business habits, his stem integrity, and, above all, his unyield- 
ing firmness, gave to its concerns a direction, which saved it from open 
and notorious bankruptcy, and enabled it, gradually, by tb» whole peewU' 
ory amiftance the United States could afford, to recover its character, and 
afterwards sustain its credit. These transactions it has not been thought 
necessary to preserve, by placing them in the same volume vrith the af- 
fiurs relating to our banks, and with which we have each been furnished; 
but we ought, nevertheless, to recollect them, and ought to remember, 
also, that there is no certainty, but the affairs of this institution may 
again be nnder the direction of those equally as incompetent, or faitUeas, 
as any that have preceded them. 

Tb» bank now has, and at the end of the charter will have, its transao- 
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, tlons widely spread oyer an immenae territory. It will have many debts 
to pay, and many to collect. Until it commences winding np, those who 
have transactions with it will not genenlly speak ont, according to the 
truth. While it is discounting, and accommodatang, it will he popular; 
hut when the hour for final payment shall hare arrived, then we will hear 
of the mismanagement, if any exists ; then we will find out the bad debts^ 
and how, and for what contracted. Every thing now looks wdl npon 
paper. We see that the bank has in circulation upwards of twenty niilr 
lionsi>f dollars, in notes. The sum due for deposits is large; all these 
debts are to be paid, and with whatf With the funds in possession, and 
the proceeds of debts due. No man living can tell, until the time ot col- 
lection, how many of these debts are diie from solvent men. Whenever 
that time fdiall have arrived, the country at large, and Oongress, can find 
out whether this bank has been managed weQ or ill, with fidelity or not 
Nay, more, we «an then see, and know, whether such a bank, in its oj^en- 
tions, is beneficial or ii\]urious to society. 

Every merchant, longin business, knows, that if he has done a bnmneas 
upon credit, he must, at the end of every ten or fifteen years, change his 
style, and commence a new concern, for the purpose of bdng able to wind 
up his old concern — he must collect his debts, and pay those to whom he 
is indebted. In no other way can he tell, certainly, whether his business 
has been profitable or otherwise. If this be true, in mercantile ooncems, 
how much more so is it in the case of such a bank as this f 

By suffering this charter to expke, a flood of light would be shed upon 
this subject, which would be of great use to society, and which would 
enable Oongress to know whether a bank ought to be again chartered, and 
what ought to be the modification and improvement in the charter to be 
granted. 

Again. If we were disposed to renew the preset charter, it is too 
soon to do so.. It has almost four years yet to run, and then two yeB» 
are allowed for collections. By renewing now, we put the corporation 
four years, nnneoessarily, beyond our control. The main security we 

. have for the good behavior of the bank, is, that at the termination of the 
charter, a renewal will be refused, unless its concerns shall have been 
&ithfully managed. Why, then, should we give up this security, so long 
in advance? All our offices of trust are based upon the principle, that' 
the person employed shall come, as frequently as convenience will permit, 

y to the power which gave hira employ, that his capacity and fidelity may 
be judged of; and, if found deficient in either, then a better man may be 
chosen in his stead. The principle is the same here, and yet this im* 
mense moneyed institution is to be made an exception, aaid/aur years in 
advance, its charter is to be renewed. 

The reason assigned for this is entirely unsatisfiiotory. It has been 
•aid, if the directors ha^ the charter renewed, they can not only oontinuei 
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bnt extend their btuiness. If not renewed now, they must begin to col- 
lect their debts, &c. A little -reflection wiU satisfy ns, that there is not 
mnoh force in this argoment. It has always been urged, in faT(»' of this 
bank, that the paper, in which it deals, is hunneas paper. If this be tme, 
what does it want witii time to wind np ? A owes B ^re thonsand dol- 
lars, for which he g^ves his note, payable in ninety, or any other number 
of days. B wishes to use the money presently ; he carries the note to 
the banlc, endorses it, and has it discounted. When this note falls due, 
A is notified that it belongs tl|e bank; he goes and pays it, and there 
Is an end of the transaction. If this be the description of paper, in which 
tiie bank deals, it does not need any time for winding up. All that need 
be done is, to omit discounting when the charter expires, and the debts 
oome in oi course. But if a considerable portion of the business of the 
bank is done upon aecammodation paper, no time ought to be granted. 
It is unsafe to ,the bank, ruinous to society, and should be discounte- 
nanced. 

The man who opens a standing accommodation with tiie bank, and re- 
lies upon renewing his note, periodically, by paying the discounts, be his 
business what it may, will generally be taken by surprise, when called on 
to pay the prindpal, will be ruined himself, and very often his endorsers 
with him. 

I fear very many of the debts due to this bank are substantially founded 
upon accommodation paper. Look at the case ftom New York, disclosed 
in the report of the committee of the other house— -the debt was contracted 
with the bank in 1881, payable by installments, the last of which was only 
due in the fall of 1886, six months after the charter is to expire. Does 
any one pretend, this was anything but accommodation paper? I speak 
not of the purity of this transaction, but suppose it to be, as the friends 
of tills Institution represent it, and then say, I think such trimsactions 
with banks can never be considered real business transactions, but must 
ML within the class called accommodations. 

Examine the documents upon our desks, and see the items of domestic 
bills. I am strongly impressed with the opinion, if examined, they are 
substantially accommodation paper of the most ruinous kind. On the 
Ist of April, 1881, they amounted to $14,726,928. On the 1st Decem- 
ber, of the same year, they amounted to $14,858,680, with but little va- 
riadon, as to amount in the meantime. This would scarcely have hap- 
pened for so long a period, unless they were in substance accommoda- 
tions. I wiU take the liberty of suggesting, how some of these domestic 
hills are probably brought into existence, and continued — ^I will take for 
my illustration, what may be the operations of the branch in my own 
State. 

A merchant needs an addition to his capital ; he procures endorsers, 
and obt^na a discount for ^xty days. When hi% note falls due he dis- 
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coimti another, and by paying \n the dlsoonnt, and applying fSie nett 
prooeeds of the last note, to the discharge t>f the fin^ he lifts it. When 
the second falls dne, he is called npon for aotaal payment — this he cao- 
not make, but offers a bill npon his eommission merchant, in New 
Orleans, payable in fonr months; this is received by the bank, ta&ing oif 
the dlscoont and charging one or two per cent ; or whatever else is the 
difference of exchange, between Kashville and New Orleans. To obtain 
endorsers for these notes, a goarantee for the bill of exchange, and to 
procure acceptance of the bill, the borrower has to pay to each of the 
persons concerned, probably two per cent. His reliance for lifting the 
bill when dne, is the proceeds of a crop, which he hopes to raise, and 
ship to New Orleans, in time to meet the demand. If he is disappointed 
in whole, or in part, when the bill falls dne, it is lifted by re-drawing 
upon Nashville, at the same heavy expense, incurred in the first instance, 
and thus in the shape of domestic bills drawn first one way, and 
then the other, the accommodation is continned as long as the man^ 
means of paying discounts, rates of exchange, and other charges con- 
tinue ; and then he &ils, and when he does, if a merchant, every fiirmer, 
to whom he is indebted, will probably lose his debt, and if the debtor 
was a fimner, he will probably lose his plantation, or his slaves, besides 
injuring his endorser. I have no knowledge of any transactions such 
as I have described ; but they may, and I fear do exist, if not at tiie 
NashviUe branch, at some others. If such there are, they are injurious 
to the country, and ought to be checked. 

By permitting the question of renewal to remain for the present, we 
shall obtain information upon the subject, and three years hence can 
better determine, whether the operations of the bank are friendly to the 
oommunity or not. 

The stockholders have weakened very much their dums to the 
renewal of the charter, by some of their transactions in time past^ I 
allude now to the issuing and circulating checks, or drafts, for twenty 
dollars and under, in place of notes of the same denominations. I con* 
nder this as a plain ewuion of iii% charter, and under very peculiar 
circumstances. When this charter was granted in 1816, the community 
suffered on account of two difficulties, relating to the paper of the State 
banks. First, if the notes in circulation were genuine, they were not as 
good as the sum called for, because the banks issuing them did not 
redeem them by paying spede. Second, the State banks were so nume- 
roua» that when a note was found in circulation, in many instances, no 
man could tell whether is was genuine or a counterfeit. The Bank of 
the United States was intended, and expected to remove both these 
difficulties. It was to pay specie, and thereby put down all State banksi 
which did not pay likewise. The fundamental articles require that 
erery note issued, an4 put in circulation, should be signed by the 
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yiwid BPt »nd oflshier of the prindpal bank. B j having the signataras 
of only these two offioen it was sni^posed that their hand-writing wonld 
aoon become fiwniliftr to every man of bnaineBa, who would thna readily 
diatiBgiiiah the gemune from the ooonterfeit. In the oonrae c^ a fbw 
years, the directors applied to Oongress for perauasion to designate two 
other persona to sign small notes, as it was physicaDy impossible for the 
president and cashier to sign the number required. Oongress refused to 
grant this request— a second, third, and if I mistake not^ fourth applica- 
tion of the like kind was made, and refbsed ; at all events not granted. 
After this, in the year 1826 or *27, the directors seardbed in the charter, 
for what is called a new annbiiiation of their powers, and these drafts 
were devised, to be used as substitutes for small notes. These drafts are, 
in form, bUlftof exchange, bearing the signatures of the presidents of the 
respective branches, addressed to the cariiier of the principal bank, and 
requiring him to pay upon d«nand, the amount specified. The circula- 
tion of them as a substitute for notes, is a plain violation of the charter. 
It takes from society, without the consent of Congress, that security 
against eounter/eUsy which was given by the charter. We must not, in 
eramining this point, confound two things which are separate and dis- 
tinct. Whether the bank is bound to pap these drafts, when presented 
at the principal bank, is one question which I answer in the affirmative. 
But whether these drafts famish the uniformity of paper currency, the 
same seenrity against counterfeits, which the notes would do, is a very 
different question, which I answer in the negative. There are now how 
many branches f Seventeen is it t I have not counted. No, says Mr. 
Benton, twenty-five. Well then; the holder of one of those drafts runs 
twenty-five times as many risks of having counterfeit paper put on him, 
as Congress intended he should run. This, I say ought not to have 
been, and still I havo all respect for the learned counsel, who were 
consulted, and who I doubt not are entitled to all the respect and 
character which society has awarded to them. It cannot escape notice, 
tiiat the stareas of the opinion, is placed upon a point, upon which I think 
there can be no doubt, the liability of the bank to pay, and the other 
point, the want of uniformity in tignaturea to the paper currency is 
almost entirely overlooked. My respect for those counsel I know, and 
for the character of the one I am unacquainted with, constrains me to 
think, if the true question had been directly put to them, they would 
have ^ven such opinions as I now insist conform to the true construo- 
tion of the charter. 

For a moment let us examine the excuse set up for this evasion— 
*^That the president and cashier were not able to idgn a sufficient num- 
ber of notes.*^ Be it so; and what ought they to have done? Surely 
not to have issued these checks, they ought to have signed as many 
notes as they could, and to have used specie, when they had not a suffi- 
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iAeacy of notes. Thk would have ooii£6nne4 to the duxter^beea rerj 
acceptable to the public, and have been in fiirtheranoe of the great 
object in establiahing the bank, that of restoring to society a tipede cur- 
rency. Besidee, ic would have been actually testing the utility of the 
ezcdlent experiment spoken of by the Senator from Jfasaadiusetta, Mr. 
Webster, that of ceadng to circulate any notes as low as twenty dollaxs, 
and using in their place, a specie circulation. 

It appears to me that the use made of these checks, is highly iigurioua 
4>n another ground. The effect of such a circulation in the South aud 
West, is to remove from those sections of country the whole of the 
specie, which can be cbUeoted there, and leave us nothing but a paper 
currency composed of those checks. 

I assume it as a fact, that every one of those drafts or checks, is vpaa 
its face, made payable by the cashier of the principal bank. They are, 
therefore, payable in Philadelphia, and payment cannot be legally 
demanded in the first instance, at any other place. What then is to bo 
the inevitable result ? The specie must be withdrawn from the branches, 
which circulate these checks, and taken to Philadelphia, and be there in 
readiness to 1^ them, when they arrive. So &r as common people are 
concerned, this will never happen. No man will ever travd from 
LoTUsiana, Tennessee, or Kentucky, to Philadelphia with a note of five^ 
ten, or twenty dollars, to demand the specie for it. He would save 
money by putting it in the fire, in preference. As matter of accommo- 
dation, as long as the specie would hold out, the branches would no 
doubt give specie for them, but that must soon fail, and then the holders 
will be told, we have sent the money to Philadelphia, to lift them, 
"v^hither you must go. We have at pres^it hardly any small notes in 
circulation; nothing but these checks. I do not believe I have seen a 
single note for five or ten dollars in Tennessee for the last two years. 
No inconvenience has as yet been experienced, because you can get the 
specie for one of them, in any merchant's shop you step into : but this 
must soon cease: the specie will by the circulation of such paper be all 
withdrawn, and you will have a paper medium, and no specie withia 
any reoionable diatanee. The very process of which I am now speaking, 
is, and has been going on; the documents upon our table prove it la 
a letter under date of 24th December, 1881, from the cashier of the prin- 
cipal bank, to the cashier of the New Orleans branch, found at page 516 
of the report of the minority of the committee, we find this language: 
"On every account we should, from present appearance, desira to be 
reinforced by all the means which you can throw into our hands, and 
would therefore recommend, that your local discounts should be pru- 
dently and gradually reduced — a course, which circumstances with 
you evidently favor; and that you should extend your operations in a 
corresponding degree in exchange, and afford us large supplies of specie 
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to meet f&ur eirevloHony as it comes in at the Korth." Oan ai^ one 
doubt what this means? It is the same thing as if he had said, your 
eircolation, these checks, axe payable at the North, Here; send us on 
large supplies of specie with which topoff them. 

At page 2()5, of the report of the minority of the committee, we see 
the actnaj operation, as it is going on. In 1881, the amount of specie sent 
fiom the branches to the principal bank was $8,628,86S 76. In 1880, 
it was $8,658,203 18. In 1829, it was $2,678,116 97. In 1828, it was 
$2,056,756 78, and in 1827, it was $1,787,049 18. This is the year in 
which the checks first began to be osed, instead of notes, as a drcnlating 
mediom. To me it is obvious, that by continuing their use, and with- 
drawing the specie, we shall hare nothing but paper, near the branches 
of the West and South. 

It may be asked what benefit the bank can derive from this process? 
The answer is obvious. They can extend their discounts, and make 
more moneif. In 1827, when they began to issue them, their notes in 
eircnladon were upwards of $18,000,000. Since then, they have 
extMided to from twenty to twenty-four millions of dollars. The bank 
€an safely put in circulation, far from the place qf payment^ a much 
larger amount of these drafts than they could of notes made payable 
where they were issned. I cannot but consider what has been done in 
this respect, an evasion of the charter, highly injurious to society, and 
done under droomstances calculated to take team, the bank all daim to 
a renewal of the charter. The honorable chairman of the committee, 
which reported this bill, has told us, that the committee did not fed 
called upon to investigate how the bank had been conducted. Because, 
aays he, if a public ofScer abuses his trust, that is no reason why you 
ahonld alK^ish the office, etc. ; and added, he had no doubt, if they had 
iaqured, it would have been found, that the bank had been fisithfully 
and ably conducted. 

While I admit, that if a public officer abuses his trust, that is no 
reason why you should abolidi the office, then the remedy would be to 
turn out the fiiithless officer, and put a better man into the office neces- 
wBxj for the puUic interest, I deny entirdy the analogy of this case. 
Here I say, if the directors have abused their trust, and the stockholders, 
alter knowing the fitct, continue them in office, the charter ought 
to be readnded ; at all events, it ought not to be renewed, when it 
ex]Mres. 

I urge these condderataons against renewing this charter at any time^ 
and especially at the present time, in addition to other condusive reasons, 
urged a few days ago, by the Senator from Missouri (Ool. Benton), and 
which I shall not repeat. 

The great questions still remain to be considered : 

Ist. Is it proper, at any time for Congress to incorporate a ^T^Ving 
company, vteting it with the powers which this bill confers?- 
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I am free to dedare, that in preference to yesting such powers in any 
eompany whatever, powers which may be naed to such pemicions pur- 
poses, even if I believed I had the power to do so, I would tmst the well- 
doing of this government, and the people, to a specie oarrency alone, and 
to snch facilities as banks incorporated bj the respective States may be 
able to aflbrd. 

It will operate as a conductor, to carry off all the drenhting medium 
from those sections of country, principally agrionltonil, where few or no 
stockholders reside ; and place it down to be used in those sections of 
country where stockholden may be found. Take, for example, the opera* 
tion of the branch bank at Nashville. It is now doing a budneas of 
firom four to five millions of dollars— euppose it to be four and a half 
millions. The common interest npon that sum would equal two hundred 
and seventy thousand dollars per annum. All these profits are made 
from those living convenient enough to the bank to be its cnstomers. At 
the end of each six months, they are taken and distributed am<Mig the 
atockbolders. In Tennessee we have only three or four stockhoMeiB, own* 
ing some tuto or thres hundred shares. Nearly the whc^e of tlus sum 
must therefore be taken yh^m that State, and pfud over to persons residing 
in other States, and in Great Britain, This operation is to be cctatinued 
fit>m year to year, so long as the charter lasts ; and ere long, will, as I 
think, withdraw fiY)m our use the whole circulating medium we poasess. 
The same efifect must be produced in every other State, dmilarjy circum- 
stanced. What benefit does the bank confer equivalent to this loss 9 In 
most cases I think none. Banks are generally of no use in countries 
highly agricultural. They are of use to those engaged in commerce, 
whose business is increased by anticipating their fhnds, who handle 
money freely, and can be punctual. Hie farmer whoee profits are small, 
and long coming into possession, is generaDy ii^ured by the bank, frmn 
which he obtains an accommodation. The longer he borrows the worse 
he gets^ and after paying interest for several years, it too fi^nently 
happens he is compelled to sell his home, to liquidate the debt thus o<m- 
tracted. 

Suppose it to be a merchant who borrows with a view to dd his 
capital. Where he has so many to compete with, who have capital suffi- 
cient of their own on which to do business,. it will seldom happen that a 
bank accommodation will enable him to succeed ; most usually it gives 
bim a false credit, which he will use in purchasing produce upon credit, 
by promising something more than the cash price : eventnaDy he finis, 
the bank may collect its debt, either from the drawer, or his endorser, 
but the farmer loses the debt due for his produce. The bank may give 
the appearance of prosperity to the country, it may enable people to pur- 
chase or improve lots in a town, or to build houses on farms in the 
country ; but this appearance will, in the end, be found deceptive. These 
houses and lots, and these plantations, thus impnyved, will gmneetStjy 
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Qhaage ownen, snd sll the benefit the borrower will receive will be the 
honor of having had an aooonnt with the Bank of the United States which 
has stripped him of his poflsessions, and thus pr^>ared him to seek a new 
liome. 

Believing, therefore, that a charter such as this, anthorizing two 
branches if the directors choose, to be established in eaeh State, without 
the consent of the leglslatare, may, and will, prove a means of impover- 
ishiag the citizens of many States for the benefit of others, I cannot, and 
win not vote for this bilL 

It fa idle to insist that we must have this bank to enable the fiumers to 
sell tiieir surplus produce. Take away the bank to-morrow, and every 
man who has produce for ssle will ftnd, if it is in demand, that those 
who wish to purchase will send their agents, mth/Und»^ into the market, 
who will purchase and make prompt payment, as was the case before the 
bank was established. THien there is no demand for the produce, no one 
will purchase, whether there is or is not a bank. With the immense 
capital fhmished this bank, all concentrated in, and controlled by the 
same persons, backed by the ddposita, the name and influence of the 
United States, this bank will have the power at any time it chooses to 
exert it, to take to itself aU the aoUu capital of the Slate lanke^ in all 
places not veiy highly commercial ; therefore it may, and probably will, 
be Uie place, at which all * men of bunness and influence, in the Union, 
win do their business, and obtain their aoooounodations. 

Is it to have power to establish as many as two branches in each State, 
witUout the consent of the State, and to withdraw them at pleasure? 

The directors of the principal bank appoint whom they please as direc- 
tors of the respective branches, and can change them at pleasure. Seven 
direet<MnB at the principal bank constitute a board, and four of them will 
form a minority. 

Already it has its operations throughout the whole country, presently 
&ey win be extended into eveiy comer of society. 

Suppose the directors to widi their charter changed, so as to suspend 
Q>ecie payments, or any other alteration made ; or suppose them to wish 
a tariff changed, the price of the pubUo lands made higher or lower, or 
any other public measure carried, can they not control the Congressional 
and 8taU elections whenever they choose? Yes, less than one haIf-<lozen 
men, seated in the principal bank in Philadelphia, wiU have the power, 
if they choose to exercise it, to have the same story in praise, or dispraise, 
of any man, or set of men, put in drcnlation in every neighborhood, in 
every State in the Union, at any hour of any day in the year, they please ; 
and what makes this power the more terrific is, that no one iiijured will 
be able to dud out the source fh>m which the injury originates. Thus 
any man may be put in or out of office at the will of this bank, and of 
course any measure carried or defeated, as these directors may think wiH 
best answer their purposes. 
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Agidn, suppose a man deeted P^resident of the United States, not dis- 
posed to promote tbe public good, but to pnrsne his individaal interest, 
and that of his friends, at the pabHc expense, and to have an under- 
standing with the directors of the bank, that so long as he or his friends 
shonld continue in office, the interest of the bank should be promoted. 
Oould he ever be displaced ? I fear not. When you array all the patronage 
of the federal executive, and all the influence of this moneyed institution 
on one side, and have nothing to oppose to it but the illHuranged and un- 
organized action of the common people, the country may well tremble for 
the result. We have now exhibited a curious spectacle to the American 
people; the President a candidate for re-election, and daring to speak his 
opinions in opposition to this institution : it is what I never expected to 
witness ; and let the approaching election terminate as it may, the youngest 
amongst us will not live long enough, in my opinion, to witness the like 
again. In all time to come, the President and directors of the bank, will, 
as I fear, think alike and act in concert, on all subjects interesting to 
either, and doing so on the days of election, will be an over-match lor 
any influence which can be brought to bear against them. 

I have heard some intelligent men say, we would gain but Kttie by put- 
ting down this bank, because, then the public deposits must be made in tiie 
State banks ; and through that medium, there would be as much danger 
of influence as from this bank. Sure I am, those gentiemen had not suffi- 
cientiy reflected on this subject or they would have perceived the immense 
difference in the cases. Glance at them, for a moment. If you place the 
deposits in State banks, your whole fhnds will be divided among so idany 
as to afford but little temptation to any one. Suppose one or two to be 
tempted, by these deponts, to interfere improperly in politics, the rest 
would remain sound, and little or no mischief could ensue. The number 
to be misled is so great, and so divided, that, having no common connec- 
tion with each other there is littie or nothing to apprehend. But in tiie 
case of the Bank of the United States, it must withstand the temptation, 
of your whole funds^ because the same institution is to have your vhoU 
depanti. Again — procuring the cooperation of a minority of the directors 
of one single hoard accomplishes everything ; they would manage their 
respective branches, and tiie branches their customer, throughout the 
whole community. The number t6 be approached and misled by the 
executive is so limited, that there is infinitely more to apprehend in the 
latter than in the former case. 

Should it ever again be our misfortune to be involved in a war with 
any foreign power, will not this bank compel you to make pftaoe, when- 
ever it chooses, upon any terms it may dictate. 

It will have command of the whole active capital employed in anp 
hmh. Without money, we cannot suocessfrdly prosecute any war. How 
oould these funds be procured? There is no provision in this bill, or the 
mginal act, by which the bank is bound to loan the ^ovenunent one 
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doIlAr. It is prohibited from loaning more than five hundred thousand 
dollars, without an aot of Congress to aathorize it. But if an act should 
be passed, requiring a loan, there is no obligation on the bank, to advanoe 
a cent, even of pour ovm Beven miUion$^ vested in stock. Suppose this 
bank to have existed during the late war with Qreat Britain, and the 
stock to have been owned bj British subjects, and by our own citizens, 
who thought it so unjust, that they esteemed it inmioral to thank the 
Author of all good for our victories — does any man believe we could 
have procured a loan from this bank ? No, sir. You could not have 
procured enough money to have loaded a musket, or to purchase a ration. 

This bank now has, and will continue to have, under this charter, a 
complete control over the whole circulating medium, in the United States. 
At its will, money will be plenty, or scarce. The value, therefore, of 
every man's property, is in its p«wer; it may be enhanced or depressed- 
at pleasure. Should the directors, or their friends, have property to sell, 
they can make money abundant, and secure an extravagant price. Should 
they wish to purchase, they need only limit the discount, press debtors for 
payment, make money scarce, and purchase at their own prices. 

They will have a monopoly, in bills of exchange, both foreign and 
domestio, and can regulate exchanges, to suit the interest of the bank. 
They can make premiums high, or low, to suit them, or they can in any 
week change the rates, in most cases, so as to purchase at discounts, trhen 
they had, a few days before, been selling for an advance. 

Mr. Piesident, is it sound pdicy ? Is itconsistent with the freedom of 
election f Is it just to the rest of the community, to create or continue, any 
corporation, vested with such powers? Surely not. By the abuse of them, 
liberty may be endangered, if not destroyed, and our property sacrificed. 

It is not a sufficient answer to these arguments to say, none of these 
mischiefs have happened; the directors are men of integrity and high 
character ; therefore, all is safe. I say no. There is no certainty how 
long the management of this bank may be in the hands of the present direc- 
tors. To-morrow we may have dishonest directors ; those who will pursue 
their own interest, and that of -the stockholders, regardless of the public 
wdfare; and we are safe only when no powers are given which can be 
used to the pr^udice of society. 

Mr. President, there is one other question on this bill, which is surely 
worth consideration : I mean, the power of Congress to incorporate this 
bank. The Honorable Chairman of the Committee has told us, this 
question *^is gone by," ^* is settied." It may be so, with some ; with me, 
it is otherwise. I have been tanght, that '*a frequent recurrence to 
ftmdamental principles is essential to liberty.*' Why shall we recur to 
them, if we are to give up our own opinions, and make the opinions of 
other men the rule of our conduct. Acts of the legislature, containing 
general rules, must be expounded, and applied to individual cases, by the 
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deeiBianB of courts of Jiutioe. After a settled tnun of jodidal deoiaion, 
on any co&tested point, those decisions expounding the statute, in conrts, 
are as much esteemed the mle for future deciaon, as the statute itsell 
But this is not so, in any legislative hody. I admit, eyerywhere, if a 
man is called upon to act, and after ezeroiBing his best judgment he 
is in doubt how he ought to act, when he can find what other en- 
lightened men, acting under the same obligations with himself, haye done, 
in the like cases, he oug^t, as a reasonable man, to oondnde, he will most 
probably be correct, if he follows in their footsteps. But if^ after exam- 
ining the subject fnlly^ he is convinced that they were mistaken, I deny 
that he is justified in following others in error. How, then, can it be 
said this question of power is gone by, is settled, not to be thought upon, 
nor talked about Sir, it is not seUled. It is a vexed question. This 
power has always been contested, from the formation of the Oonstituti<n 
to this moment In Oongress, in courts, in sodety, it now is, and ever 
has been, disputed. In 1791, when the old Bank of the United States was 
chartered, the power was denied, by those who aided in framing the 
Constitution. The argument Mr. ICadison then made, has never, as I 
think, been satLsfactorily answered. But a m^ority of Congress affirmed 
the existence of the power, and acted upon it General Washington: 
consulted his cabinet, and they were equally divided, two and ti^o. The 
Judidal dedsions affirmed the power, and when that charts was about 
to expire, an application was made to renew it What did Congress then 
do t Did it conceive the question was gone by, settled, and that nothing 
was to be done but to follow on? No, sir. The power was given, con- 
tested, and negatived. Here, then, is precedent the other way. Thus 
the matter rested, till during the war ; there was then an attempt to get 
up a bank, and it failed. After the war, at the session of 1815-16, this 
bank was chartered. But the power was contested ; and those about to 
use it were emphatically told, that in 1811, they had th&nueheB deter- 
mined, they did not possess the power. 

The judidal decisions have affirmed the power, confirmed by tliia 
charter, as they did that confirmed by the act of 1791 ; but the opponents 
of this bank cannot now be told, that this question is settled, with any 
more propriety, than those were so told in 1811, when then the question 
of re-diarter occurred. Indeed I have always thought the granting the 
charter in 1816, ought to weigh very little. The time was unfriendlj to 
correct constitutional opinions, as to federal posters. The war was Just 
ended; those who had struggled through it, had their minds toned for an 
exercise of federal powers, at which they would have hesitated in time 
of peace. Only the year before, 1814 and 1815, they had a project for a 
great paper bank, which was on the eve of passing. Would they have 
dreamed of such a power, in time of peace? I think not The giving 
this charter, then, in 1816, ought not to wdgh much on the question of 
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power. It was an act of neoemtff^ in the opinion of a mi^jority, and fhey 
w«re spurred up to the exercise of this power, by the contest throu{^ 
which the country had just passed. 

Under all these circumstances, I think, I treat with no disrespect, the 
opinions of enlightened men, who have affirmed this power to be in 
Congress, when I say my mind has arrived at a different conclusion, and 
that I feel bound to act upon the best judgment I have been enabled to 
ibnn mysell 

If then, we are yet at liberty to examine the Oonstitution, and to form 
an opinion, whether we have the power to create such a bank as this, 
may not those opposed to it ask, respectfully, of its advocates, to point 
to that clause which confJars this power? 

We all know what the answer to such request must be, that no such 
power is given in express terms, but it is necessary that Congress should 
exert this power, otherwise effect cannot be given to other important 
powers, which we are obliged to exwcise for the public good. 

We ask what they are,^and one gentleman says — Congress is authorized 
to levy and collect taxes, and provide for the common defence and general 
wel&re. 

Another, that Congress has the power '^ to coin money and fix its value 
and the value of foreign coin, and to regulate the standiud of weights and 
measures,^' and this gives a complete power over the whole monetary 
system of the United States. 

A thirds that the power to coin money, emit bills of credit, and to 
make anything but gold and silver a tender in payment of debts is ex* 
pressly taken from the States ; and, that therefore, Congress must have 
the power now dumed, &c. These positions have each been separately 
examined, and, as I think proved, in argument, to be untenable. * 

In 1791, Mr. Madison's argument in the House of Representatives, and 
Mr. Jefferson's opinion in the Cabinet, placed this in a stronger light than 
anything I could say would do, and on their arguments I very much rely. 
In 1811, the arguments of other statesmen enforced their doctrine, in a 
maimer I can never hope to imitate; and I do not' propose to fatigue 
the Senate, by repeating the arguments which they have used, and which, 
in my opinion, have never been satisfactorily answered. 

But, sir, I may be permitted to ask, if we inf<w the power to create a 
bank such as this is, what power may not be inferred f The United States 
have a power to declare war — to have an army and navy. We cannot 
make a sucoessM war, unless preparations are made in time of peace. 
Anna and ammunition are essentially necessary — ^why not incorporate 
a eompany to make anna, to smelt lead, and to make gunpowder? 
(Nothing and blankets are neoessary for your troops — ^why not incorpo- 
rate companies to manufacture them ? Provisions are essentially neoes* 
lary to feed the troops — ^why not inoorporate companies to procure landai 
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to raise grain, ind to rear stockf The power to inoorporste companies for 
these pniposes could be presumed with better reason than the power to 
incorporate a bank. 

We are to presume that we have a power to inoorporate stockholders 
fbr a bank ; because a bank is a nseesiory and proper means to collect, to 
keep safe, and pay out the reyenne. Is it not fair to say, if yon create a 
bank for snch purposes, we ou£^t to confine its operations to thete duHea t 
But when once created by implication, instead of confining it to these duties, 
we confer upon it other important primary powers, and the performance 
of these gowrMftental duties are the letuA part of it$ husinou; mere 
incidental matters, hardly worth notice. We presume the power to make 
the bank, and having made it, presume we have the power to keep its 
paper pure, and therefore presume we can pass laws to hang or imprison 
those who counterfeit its notes, and the human mind can hardly fix any 
limits to the presumed powers, which may be created from the- first 
oonstruction. 

In my opinion a very erroneous impression has got abroad, founded 
upon the supposition, that lank notoi a/re ewrreMy, The Constitution of 
the United States never contemplated any currency as legal but a metalUe 
currency. No otlier is eonetUuH&nal, nor can any other be made l^gal. 

The United States have a power to coin money, and to §x the value 
thereof, and to fix the value of foreign coin, and to regnlate the standard 
of weights and measures. 

No State shall have power to coin money, emit bills of credit, or make 
anything but gold and silver a tender in payment of debts. 

From these sections some have argued, the Oonstitution intended to 
l^ve Oongress the power oeer the whole eurreney. 

I agree to this position, and think snob was the intention of those 
who framed the Ckmstitution; but the question recurs, of what was thai 
currency to eomiUf I say not of paper of any description. It was to 
consist of metaUy apd those metals were to be coined in the United States, 
and their values fixed ly law^ or they must be coined in some other 
country, and their value fixed here by our latee^ and by the same power 
made current. 1 admit the currency we actually have is mostly notes, 
either of the Bank of the United States or of some of the State banks ; but 
I deny that this paper is any more a legal currency within the meaning of 
the Oonstitution, than a negotiable promissory note or a bill of exchange 
would be. Bank notes are used by society, instead of gold and nlver, 
for convenience, by eomm&n eoneent-Ai&ying no constitutional or legal 
foundation whatever as a standard of value, nor can any such eSMt be 
given to them by either federal or State government ; all must agree that the 
States have no power to make a man take bank notes in payment d a debt 
I put this question, Can the federal government do so? I say no^ Con* 
gress have no such power* Taking such power from the States, does not 



V 



mnVKD W^ATBB BAm* 9f 

ttoowarily oonfer it vpon the federal goTernment, beoftose the United 
8t8l68 have an express power to make tnetak onrrency, and nothing ia 
said abont a paper onrrenoy. 

I admit Oongress has the power to compel tiieir own officers to reodve 
bank notes or anything else they choose, in discharge of debts, dne to the 
United States, but deny that they have any power to compel A to rooeiTe 
from B any description of paper whatever, in disdiarge of a debt dne to 
him. What then becomes of this power to create a bank, becanse we 
haye the power to regolate the mirrsfuy, when that corrsnoy is to be, 
aooording to the Oonstitntion, nothing bat ep^eie f It yanishes. 

Under the articles of confederation, an express power had been g^ven 
to Congress to emit bills of credit. This power had been liberally nsed ; 
too mnoh so, as was bdieyed, for the benefit of society. In framing the 
pre s en t Cfonstitntion, the conyention determined to goard against the 
ezerdse of any snch power in fbtare, either by the State or federal 
government. Therefore, by express words, they took from the States the 
power to emit bills of credit ; and amended the draft of the OoBstitati<Mi 
submitted to them, which confined the power to emit bills of credit^ by 
striking those words out, (Journal of Convention, pp. 75 and 256.) Thos 
by taking from the Statsi this power, and r^ftmng to give it to Congress, 
they believed society yrtB seoored in a metdlUe t/u/rrmcy^ and goarded 
against everything dse. 

We have the express testimony of Ifr. Madison, a member of the con- 
vention, of Mr. Ifortin, another member of the same body, and of Mr. 
Jelferson, a member of President Washington's cabinet, th<kt in the con* 
vention there was an attempt to give Congress the power to ineorparaU 
• hakki and it wu r^/kued. 

The journal containing the proceedings of that body Is now published ; 
and we find that, on three several occasions, an attempt was actually made 
to g^ve to Congress the power to pass acts of ineorpora^ian^ and it was 
uniUbrmly r^tied. 

It seems, therefore, dear to me that the convention did not intend to 
give the power, now claimed, to Congress; and that we have no ri^t to 
vest ourselves witii such a power by construction. 

In my mind, there are many provisions in this charter violative of the 
Constitution. The United States themselves cannot purchase and hold 
lands in any State, without the consent of such State; yet this charter 
anthoriaes this corporation composed in part of aliens and of the United 
States to do so. Ihe friends of this bill have solemnly reftised to insert a 
provision, by which tiie States can impose any tax upon the capital 
employed within thdr Hmits, although such States will be bound to 
protect tiie persons in the employ ol^ aad the pn^^erty belonging to, thla 
institution* 

The bin gives a numepoly to this company fbr fifteen yean, which it 
Bot only odious, but agaiiist the genius of the Constitation* 
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It oonfers upon this torpon^xm tiie power of regolatiiig the cuiriiim/ 
of the ooantry, which is a& tttribate of soveroigaty that OongreBB hai no 
power to transfer to our citizens, much less to foreig&en. 

The whole emoluments of this bank will go to these stooldiolden; they 
have had, and are sdll to have, all yoor pnUie money, on wfaldi to do 
bnriness; andbyaroteof^this bodythey are topayno tnearvsl wbatorsf 
ibr the use of these ftmds. We thus take the money of all ibr the benett 
ofajfQw. 

Bat it is said, we are benefited by a soand carranoy in peaoe and iA 
war, and by having an iastltntioii to which we can have aoosss for loaasi 
in oases of emergency. 

How Is this matter! When we had the quasi war with Fraiio6, In 
1798-0, we had a bai^ and yet had to borrow from individuals at an 
iaterest of eight per centom* In case of another wari we cannot obtain 
loans from this bank, nnless spem payments are anqmided. Look at its 
condition, after it has been in operation fifteen or sixteen years in time of 
peace. It now has notes out for upwards of twenty millions of dollar^ 
owes large deposits, and has from seven to eight millions of doUars only 
in apede. In case of war, sappose yon wish to borrow ten, twenty, or 
fifty millions of ddIai«,coi^d it loan yon, and eontinne to pay speciet It 
oonld not ; yon most again have paper money or no money. Tour- bank 
conld not hold out six months and pay specie. 

Daring tiie last war, when etery i«soaroe Was likely to foil, a batik Was 
thought 0^ and what kind of amie was it to bet Apapmr hamk. fie 
will this be— if we have « war, and are obliged to boivew « hvndred nil- 
UoQS of ddlan. 

Who abused the rags of State during the wart The eilelnies of tbs 
United Btates, not this government 

The government sanctioned the saspensloa of spade payments. It 
was then patriotic to aid the government; without a so^Mnslan of specie 
payments, these loans could not be made. Without these rags, we eodld 
not food, clothe, or pay « sln^e, soldier. Paper money carried us 
.tiirough the War of Independence; paper money got «s throng^ the last 
war; and if we have another war of much duration, we will have paper 
money the third time. But as soon as peace retams, we will do as we 
have done in time past, work ovrselvea Into kturd mon&y^ into ass an d 

1^, if we are to havd Hda babk witii these extraordinary, and, Sa I 
think, unwarranted powtea, it may bear down all before it; like other 
institutions, it will oas its powers for the benefit of the stockholders. It 
has been said, Ooiporations have no souls. TS tills one does not ii^w* 
sodety it will be an emeption^ tt most havemore sold and better fodiags 
than bdongs to mortals. We need not fret about the Tarifi!; or tha ptiea 
of pfiMic lands; let R nnlta its lafinettca witii other capitdists, aad all 
can be managed aa they diooaai Leek at the fcadneaments it baa to d* 
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80. It 18 to hiive an your pnbUe money on deposit^ wi^fout ihtemt. 
Tbe higher onr taxes, the larger the deposits ; the more the deposits, the 
greater will be the profits of the bank. For the last deveral yete^ th^ 
United States deposits have averaged fhmi ttc toeiffht milHons of dollars. 
The hank will have an intM^st in not having them less. Jf the direotoit 
act correctly nnder such strong temptations, they will be Justly entitled 
to higher eolog^nms than any their warmest Mends have yet pro- 
aonneed. 

That Judge White's private sentiments were similar to these 
spoken opinions, if such proof were needful, would appear from tbe 
following letter to an intimate friend in Tennesseei written about this 
time: 

The Bank bill is before the House of Bepresentativea. It wifi without 
doubt be passed there, and there lA much speculation as to ^hat the 
President will do. I do not profess to know more than others of his 
q[>inion on the subject, but am as certain that he will put his veto upon 
it, should it be presented to Mm in the sh^pe it left the Senate, as I can 
be of any fhture act that depends upon the will of one man. 

We win then see whether the bank wiH or will not endeavor to toor 
trol the election of the next President. If it does, I hope it will op«i tlii 
eyes of the public, and enable every man to see the danger of such a 
Bsomfflsd eocpenUiOB, wkh aneh immwpHft iiowen) and laige fioids in a 
in» eovitry. 

From the jiew^»apers it appean that Mr. Baring, one of our foroigB 
■tookhdden, is spoken of as a probable member of the new miaisky ia 
Great Britauu It is a owioas speotaele that an Araerioan Ogr^rsas 
should be incorporating a.comj^aay, in which foreigaers own eigjit 
millions of stodc, the United States themselves seven millions, and 
private citixens twenty millions, and that at the very same timei, in 
Great Britain, a whig ministry should be tamed out, and in the forma- 
tion of a new torff mmtttry, one of the foreign stockholders in thiA 
American company should be likely to be selected as a member. 

Much as I like money and good company, I should blush to see my 
Bafne on the list of American stockholders, but that is only because I do 
not fed that* my God did me iijustice in uot causing me to be bom a 
nobleman. 

The bill passed; and as was antkapatod, the President vetoed it 
Thia measure Judge White did not M to foresee. He writea to a 
fumij dated June 18th, 1882: 

The Bank bffl is in tta Hoase. I hav« m Aotthk It will paok 
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The President will be as certain to put tus veto npon it aa tliat it {a pre* 
aented to him at the present session in its present shi^. I, of oonne, 
apeak my own opinion, without pretending to know more than la known 
to ev^ one who haa read the public documents; but I calculate npon 
hia oourae with as much certainty aa I can upon that of any man whom 
I have neither inclination nor power to control. 

My calculation ia, that he will veto the bill; and that the bank win 
endeavor to def^t his election ; and that that attempt will open th^ eyes of 
the people as to their danger, and that they will put down the bank 
entirely* If they (the bank) should take the veto and still support the 
President, it ypXi, be their strongest recommendation to fiftvorable notice 
at a subsequent day ; but this I am sure they will not do. 

My arguments against it are written and with the printer to be pub- 
lished in pamphlet. A Job printer is publishing them. I will not 
degrade myself by any intercourse on the subject with the editors of 
the principal papers here, considering the manner in which they have 
oonducted. 

P. B, You may wash up the types,* ^it will be a more angry and 

bitter political contest than you have either witnessed or heard of. 

Again, dated July 2d, 1832. he aaya, of the reported plana of the 
ot the bank : 



The obit-chat is, that if tSie President yetoea the bin,- enough of 
bers opposed to the bank will for one cause or another be afaa^di, to ki 
tiie bank have two thhrda in each House to pass the bill, the veto not* 
withstanding. I hope these insinnalions aie«without any foundation in 
truth. It seems to me that such a course would, and ouf^t to eioila 
public feeling to a hif^er jntoh than usuaL 

July 10th he writes from the Senate Chamber, to the same cor- 
respondent ; 

The Senate have this moment received a message from the President, 
fetnming the bill to continue for fifteen yean the charter of the Bank 
pf the United Stat^ with his ol^Jections to its passage. It is a lengthy 
and plain document To-morrow at 11 o^dock ^e Senate will proceed 
to reconsider the subject If the Senate is frill, and the members retain 
their fonner opiniona, thSa bank falla for the preaent 

Upon the receipt of the veto meeaage in the Senate^ Mr. Webeter 
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Opened the debate, 'Oommentiiig upon the Premdent'e objeotion% and 
Aligning again in favor of the bill. Judge White replied^ fully sus- 
taining the course of the President upon this important occasion. 

Judge White's remarks, delivered July 11th, 1832, were as 
iblloirs: 



Ifx. Pbbsidxrt: — Pressed as we are for time, I must oraVe the indulg- 
enoe of the Senate, while I attempt some^answer to the matters urged by 
the senator from Massachusetts to the message accompanying the bill, now 
lo be re-considered. 

I rqoice that for once we have a document from the present Ohief 
ICagistrate, acknowledged by the opposition to be frank, plain, snd sns- 
cseptible of only one interpretation. Heretofore, the common complaint 
from that ^[narter has been that his important communicatioiis were so 
worded, as to be interpreted one way in one section of the country, and 
a diflfersnt way in' another. Here it is admitted we have a document so 
worded, as to be understood every where alike. The honorable senator 
thinks thia frankness on the part of the Chief Magistrate ought to be met 
in a corresponding*spirit, by those who differ from him in opinion. Ap* 
proving of this course, I shall endeavor to be equally as explicit, in what I 
propose to say in answer to his argument. 

The senator thinks if the charter of this bank 1s not renewed, ruin to 
the country is to be the consequence, because the bank must wind up all 
its ooncems. This is nothing but the old argument used in 1811, when 
the then existing bank applied for a renewal of its charter. Distress to 
the community, and ruin to the country were predicted by the advocates 
of the bank. The predictions were not verified. The capital employed 
in the bank was not annihHated. It still existed, and in loans to indivi- 
duids, or in some other shape, it was applied to the uses of the community. 
Debtors sought, and obtained accommodations elsewhere ; as the notes of 
that bank were withdrawn ft*om circulation, their places were supplied' 
by specie, or the 'paper of local institutions, and little or no inconvenience 
was experienced ; and such wiU be the case again, should the charter of 
this bank be allowed to expire in 1886. Debtors, worthy of credit, wiO 
obtain accommodations from either individuals or other banks, and dla- 
chaige thor dues to this, and as the notes of this bank disappear, their 
places win be supplied by specie, or the paper of other banks, and the 
mass of the community wiU, in a short time, hardly be sensible that the 
operation of winding up has been performed. We have been told, that 
in the Yalley <^ ICssissippi alone, there is due to this bank, thirty mil- 
fions of dollars. Twenty millions for loans made, and ten millions for 
domestic bills of exchange. That the press occadoned by the colleetios 
of this debt,^wi]] be too severe to be borne. The charter has almost firar 
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yettra jw tt> iim,.and then two yem are aUoved for eolleetkuiA, maUag 
naoriy e^ yean. How often have we been told, dnrin^^ this session, of 
the general prosperity of the oonntiy, and especially that part otit in the 
Yalley of the Mississippi. If these statements have any resemUanoe to the 
tmth, it onght to be entirely within the power of these debtors, in fire or 
rix years, to a^ost and pay whatever they may owe. I mnst repeat what 
I said on a former occasion : If these debts are real transactions, the ad- 
Jnatment of them will be a simple operation* The paper evidencing 
theae debts will be paid at maturity^ and let the bank be careful not to 
disconnt when the charter is near expiring, and the whole object will be 
accomplished. If the transactions are not real, bnt fictitious, and the 
paper discounted has assumed the appearance of busineas paper for the 
purpose of obtaining permanent loans, in other words, standing acoom- 
«M>datiQn8, the sooner the truth is known tiiie better to all opncerned. 
The community has a deep interest in this matter ; false credit, given to 
individuals by false appearances, is an injury to society, and of no actual 
benefit to yidividuals, and the sooner such transactions are brought to a 
eloaoi all the better — ^the fewer will be the number of sufferers. 

If I am* not very much mistaken, this opinion was, some years ago, ad- 
Tanced, in a report fh>m a Secretary of the Treasuiy, whose opiniona 
vpon such a subject are entitled to the highest sespect. But, sir, if when 
this bank has been in operation only fifteen or utteen years, the debts 
have become so numeroua, and so laige, that we must, on these accounts, 
renew the charter, I must be allowed to ask, what will be the atate of 
things at the end of thirty-five years? Will they not be mu^ worse? 
Host certainly^ they will. What, the% do gentlemen mean? Do they 
iatend that this charter shall beoon^e perpetual?— that thia .company, 
fbreigners and all, shall have thi^ nu>nopoly for ever? If this l^ not their 
intention, I must ask the senator firom Hassaohusetts to tell us, jit what 
time the institution can be wound up, with less inconvenience than at 
tile expiration of the present charter. When will the debtors of the Val- 
ley of the Mississippi be better able to pay, than when this charter ex- 
j^res? If the argument of the senator proves anything, it provea thaA 
this corporation ought to exist /<»* ever. Is any gendeman willing to avow 
tiiis? I am decidedly opposed to it. Pay-day for these debtors must ar- 
rive some time ; and it appears to me that the afl^rs of this bank, prob- 
ably, would be closed with less inconvenience to the community at the 
expiration of this charter, than they can be fifteen years afterwards. 

The senator says, the i^resident alleges that the application to renew 
the charter is prematura aud .thinks we ought not to be chided by him 
for acting on the subject, as he had directed the attention of the natioUi 
and of Oongress, to this subject, in his message of 18S9, and in two soo* 
oeeding messages. 

Mr. President, to me it is obvious, that the notice taken of the banK 
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hk <fcog»mMi>gw, was boI to t^oomflMni to Congress to set vponiKie 
•iit^ty at either of the sessions when those messages were deUrered, but 
as the sabjeoi was esteemed of Yital intevest to the oommanity, to fnrn 
the attentkm of all to it, al an early period ; so that opinions ni^t be 
weU matured upon it, when the ohiu^ter was about to expire, and when it 
wonld beeome neoessaiy to aot upon it. ^ 

Bat if Congress ought now to aot upon it, beoaose tiie snlj^o^ Is broo^ 
before ns by those messages, why was it not aoted on at the sessions^when 
these messsges were deliTeredt Why not at the sesdon In 1889? The 
aeoator has answered the question with ihmkness. He has told u^ it ia 
material it should be known before the Presideatial election, whether the 
IVesident would sign tiiie aot renewing the eharter ori^i^t, because if he 
would fMt, he ought to be titmsd aut^ and another put in his plaoei who 
will, and as the election is to take plaoto tihesueoeeding fall, applioation 
te thA renewal oould not be longer dehiyed. 

I thank the senator ibr the caadid ayowal, that unless the Plmdent 
wffl sign sueh a oharter as will suit the directors, they intend to intep- 
fere «a the eUetion^ and endeavor to disjdaoe him. With the same 
eandor I state, that after tiiis dedarationr this oharter shall never be 
renewed with my oonsent. 

Let us look at this matter as it Is. Immediately before the election, the 
direotors apply for a oharter whioh they think the President at any 
other time will not sign, for the eoBprem purpo$e nf campelUng Atm U 
wign wtUraary to hU judgm$ni^ or to encounter all their hostility, in 
the canvass and at the polls. Suppose this attempt to have suooeededi 
and the President, through foar 6i his eleoti<Hi, had signed this oharter, 
although' he conscientiously believes ft will be destructive of the liberty 
of the people, who have elected him to preside over them, and preserve 
their liberties, so for as in his power. What next? Why, whenever the 
diarier is likely to expire hereafter, they will come as they do now, 
0f» Ms SM ^ tkeeUcHot^ and compel the Ohief Magistrate to Affi such 
« charter as theymay dictate on pain of being turned otft and disgraced. 
Would it not be for better to gratify this moneyed aristooraoy, to the 
whole extent at once, and renew their charter for evert The tempUh 
tlom to a periodical interfer^oe in our efoctions would then be taken 
away. 

Sir, if under these eiroumatances the charter is renewed, the elective 
franehise is dmiroy^ and the libecties and prosperity of the people are 
-delivered over to this moneyed institution, to be disposed of at their 
discretion. Against this I enter my solemn protest. 

The honorable senator next adverts to what the President says oh 
the constltutionslity of this aot, and animadverts on wbst Is stated In 
relation to there being two precedents in Oongress, where this power la 
asserted, and two in which it is denied, and then asserts that sineo 
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th^ year. 1791, When the fint bank w« ohartered, Ooiigrefl» has merer 

denied this power. 

Itr. President, it appesn to m^ that whether the Piresident can show 
any recorded vote denying fhia power, or not, the senator ought not to 
be too severe upon the exeoatiye for this mistake, if it be one.' When a 
renewal of the charter was applied for in 1811, its constitationality was 
argaed, and ably argned, by Uiose op^Kieed to it, and the application was 
rejected. The bank then applied for time to wind np its bnriness, the 
petition was referred to a committee, who reported against the applioi^ 
tion, alleging that it was uneanatUuHonal^ and this report was ooncnrred 
in. Afterwards, in 1816, when a bank charter was under consideralioA' 
in the Hoose qf BepresentatiTes, a member fi'om McmaehvMeUt^ in hu 
plaice^ then acting nu^er the same high obligations which the President 
jacts nnder, argoing against the charter, stated expressly, that the 
renewal of the charter had been refhsed because it was uncamtiMionaL 
The President, without doubt, has read this argument, and aeen this 
resolution, and if he reposed confidence in these statementi^ ^^ "^o 
thereby misled, which I euppose he was not, I submit to the honoraUe 
senator whether, under such circumstances he would not have been 
entitled to milder treatment, from him, than he has received* 

The attention of the Senate has been next called to that part of the 
message, found in page 6, in which the decisions of the Supreme Oourt 
are spoken of. « 

The honorable senator argues that' .the Oonstitntion has ^constituted 
the Supreme Ck>urt a tijbunal to decide great constitutional questions, 
such as this, and that when they have done so, the question is put at 
rest, and every other department- of the government must acquiesce. 
This doctrine I deny. The Oonatltution vests ^^the judicial power in a 
Supreme Oourt ^d in such inferior courts as Oongress may fh>m time to 
time ordain and establish." ^W^ienever « suit is eonunenced and prose- 
cuted in the Courts of the United States of which they have jurisdic- 
tion, and such suit is.dedded by 'the Supreme Oourt, as tl^at is the court 
of the last resort^ its decision is final and concLusive between thepartiei. 
But as an authority, it does not bind either the Oongress, or the Presi- 
dent of the United Statea. If either of these co-ordinate -departments is 
afterwards called upon to perform an official act, and conscientiously 
believes the pei^armance of that act will be.a violation of the Oonatitu- 
tion, they are not bound to perform it, but on the contrary are as nraoh 
at liberty to decline acting, as if no such decision had been made. la 
examining the extent of tiieir constitutional power, the- opini<m of so 
enlightened, a tribunal as our Supreme Oourt has been, and I hope ever 
will be, will always be entitled to great weight, and without doubt^ 
either Oongress or tiie President would always be disposed, in a doubts 
tvl case, to think its deobiona coxrectr; — but I hope nntber will ever view 
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tliedi M anthorfty binding upon them. They opght to Examine the 
estait of their oonstitiitional powers for thenuelvee; aD4 when thej 
hftTo had aooess ta all the Boorees of infonnation within their reach, and 
giTen to everything its due weight ; if they are satisfied the Oonatitation 
has not given a poWer to do the act required, I inAt they ought to 
nftain from doing iL 

jSappoee the House of Bepreaentatiyes to have passed an aoC on a given 
aoljeot for a number of suooeapive sessions, and from want of time the 
Senate liad not aoted on it, and the constitutionality of such an act to 
oome before the Senate, would any member think those opinions of the 
House, authorities by which he was bound! Certainly not. They 
would have due weii^t, and be respectfully oonridered^but disregscrded 
in the decision made by the Senate; if shown to be incorrect In prinoi* 
pie there can- be no difference between such cases and the judicial' deci- 
sions. Suppose the President to reoommejid ever so often the passage 
of an act, which he may think constitntiona], would the Senate, the> 
House of Bepresentatives, or the Courts, fed themselves bound by his 
opinions? I think not. Eadi co-ordinate department, within its appro* 
priate qihere of action, must judge of its own powers, when called upon 
to do its official duties, and if either blindly follows the oiiieni, without 
foiming an opinion fix* itself^ an essential check against the exercise of 
vnconstitutiofial power is destroyed. A mistake by- Congress in passing 
an act inconsbtent with the Constitution, followed by a like mistake by 
the Supreme Court, in deciding such act to be constitutional, might be 
attended with the most fiital consequences. * Let each department judge 
for itself and we are safe. If different interpretations are put upon the 
Constitution, by the different departments, the people are tiie tribunal to 
settle the dispute. Each of the departments is the agent of the people, 
doing their business according to the powers conferred, and when there 
is a disagreement, as to the extent of these powers, the people them- 
s^vea, through the ballot-boxes, must settle it. The senator, if I heard him 
correctly, has said that the President has asserted .that the Supreme Court 
has no power to decide upon the constitutionality of an act of Congress. 
The gentieman has not attended to the message with his usual accuracy. 
No such opinion is advanced, but the contrary one ; that each department 
iKthin its appropriate sphere of action, has the right to Judge for itself, 
and is not bound by the opinion of both, or either of the others; aq^ 
this I incline to think is the correct constitutional view of the subject. 
The honorable senator thinks the President entirely mistaken when he 
supposes Congress cannot deprive itself of some of its legislative powers. 
Let us for a few minutes attend to the view of this part of the subject 
presented by. the messsge and then examine its correctness. 

The Congress is vested with exclusive le^lative powers over the 
IHstnet of Columbia. It therefore has an undoubted power to establiA, 
within the district, as many banks with as much capitd to each as il 
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ciiooMS. By this charter it is Btipqkted that Oongreas ahafi n^ mt(tbIiA 
aay haatc within the diatriet, nor shall it inoreaae the capital of ezistiiig 
banks. This, the President thinks, is i^oonslitationaL By ihia agree- 
jnent the present Congrasa, and its saccessors, are deprived of the powen 
of establishing any bank,- no matter how preenngly the pablip intereat 
may require one. Congress by this agreement will have stripped itself 
ai all power to legislate upon « subject doring the eztstenoe of the char- 
ter, when the Oonatitation had Tested the meet ample power, b thia 
constitotional ? Oo^^t we to be. bonad by aoch an agreement tor fifteen 
or twenty years, andperodt the best interests of aooiety to be sacrificed 
for the want <^ a power which the Oonstitntion has ciOi^erred, but whioh 
we have bartered away? The message sopposea we are net at liberty 
to dispose of onr legislative powers in this manner, and therefore, this act 
is nnoonstitntional. This is certainly a very important point. If we make 
sach an agreement we ought ito be bonnd by it, and yet, I think, oa9es 
might occur, in which we ought not to be, nor would we, be bound by 
any such agreement. The pubUo safety,: the pubHo intersst might long 
before the expiration of the charter imperiously demand the estaUish* 
ment of one or more banks within the district, and I do not believe we 
can constitutionally deprive ourselves or our snccessora of the power to 
do so.* 
The senator in^ta^ that in many cases, we derive onr powets not from 
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** In the ye^ 1797,' the LegUlature of M aiyland, vnomg other poweci glren the Oorporatloa 
of Oeorgetown, enscted, that they ahftU hare full power and aathority to make racA fty-tovt 
And ordlfMfUMf, >br M« ^ivKftcoMofft <$ftd ImOHno €/ih4 §trMit^ kNMt, and aU ty miW m 
tkBjwrUiicUon t^ tt« mim C9I0», at Mfy «>MiyiiM2flW fieoeetary;^ A«^MH;tt tt«r«0/." 

In porsaanpe of thli aathorityi the Oorpor«,tion, In Bf v, 1799, paned an Ord laaaoe for (he 
graduation of certain streeta. The flrtt lectlon appoint! Commisalonent and a^thoilM| 
Ihem to make the gradutMon on^ U94i of the etreeti. 

Ihe eeoond eeoUon If la theee words:-- ** And be it prdatnedt thai ttie MUd level aad gradaei* 
tipn, when ilBaed by the CommlMloDers, or a majority of ihem, and resumed to the clerk of 
this Corporation, shall be for erer thereafter considered as the true graduation of the sireeti 
io graduated, And be b4mdinif ^ipan fkU OvrpofaUonj and all other persons wbater^f and 
be for ever thereafter regsMod In maktsg ImproVementgjapon said strosto.** 

A man named Qosler, owned lots npon one of the streets, and made tmproTements thereea* 
according to the graduation made and returned to the clerk of the Oorporatlon. In SepteoH 
her 1816, the Corporation passed anotUOr Ordinance, dirMiUng the IsosI and ffradmaHon of 
tte street to be atUred, And the Oomihlssioners appointed being about to out do w n SM 
ttr^t ^7 Ooder'S House, heffied a bU to ealola them fk-om doing so. 

In the Supreme Court, one question made, was, wheitfer the Corporation had, by .the Ordk 
nance of 1799, put It out of their power to legislate on the lerelllng and graduation of the 
streets ; and the Oonri>says, ** When a OoTemment enters Into a oontrael, theio is ao donil 
Qf its power to bind Itself to any extent not prohlbltod by Ks OantittnMon. A ooi^porattai^ 
can make such contracts only, as are allowed bj the acts of incorporation. Ilie power 
of this body to make a contract, whldx should so operate as' to bind Its legidathre caps* 
dttee for erer thereafter, and dUabU It from enaettng a hff4awt arUch ihe Leglslatdre snoMss 
It to enact, may weU be questioned. Wo rather think, that the Ooxporatioa canna$ akrid^ 
1 a^tn i0g i9taM a $ yofser." 
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^ss^^m #«Aliv bat by oooitniotioti, and aaks hov ve aoqoire pcmer to 
pM»l«WB to hikog those who rob the nuul. He says it nu^t be argiied 
that fine mid impruoBHieiit would be sufficiently soTere. 

To this I answer, that when an eiqireas power is granted to Congraw 
to aoeompliah a givea obj^t, and no means for its aocomplishmei|t «ra 
pointed ont^ then we moat, by eonstraotion, have the neosssary and 
i^ipropriato means. In .case of the ma]l«robher, we have the power to 
hang, beoaose we haye^an nndonbted power to carry themaU and deliver 
its contents safdy, and unless those who folate it can be punished 
criminally, this granted power cinnot be carried into effect; and as 
potting to death the man who will break open the mail and steal its con- 
tents is a necessary and aj^ropriato means for preventing sneh acts, Ckm- 
giess has the power to fhns punish. But this will not fhmlsh a precedent 
for exercising the power to confer upon a bank created, ostensibly, lor 
public and flnancnal purposes, a set of powers and privileges not in the 
least necessary o^ ph>per for enabling it to perform any of the dutiea^to 
be required of it by the government. 

The honorable senator has wearied himsdf a good, deal with a criti- 
cism up<m the word ** monppoly/' He says it is used, at least, twenty 
times in this message, and never correotly. Tb^ the act only conflars 
eidusive privileges^ and the word monopoly means the sole power of 
trading 

Mr. Fresldeint, I dp think upon this great suljeot the minds of state»> 
men may be more profitably employed, than in close criticisms upon th^ 
definition of particular words; but I am content to take the senator'a 
definition and insist it is appropriately used. The charter does grant the 
sole power of banking for fifteen years to this company. They, therefore^ 
have the sole power of trading in the manner painted out in that charter 
ftx the period of its duration: To make it a monopoly, the company need 
not have the exclusive right of trading in- 990r%iki1hg ; the sole right to carry 
on a particular branch* of business, is sufficient, and as this company is to 
have sole, or exdosive right, it appears to me the* word-is properly used. 
The honorable senator fears much mischief may follow fjrom the obje^ 
tioQs urged against foreigners owning stock in the bank, unless some* 
thing- shall be done to remove these erroneous impressions. He says wo 
are interested in enooursging them to make loons for public purposes to 
the general and State governments, and that heretofore it has been our « 
policy to encourage them to hold property among us. 

Mr. President, this never has been our policy as to lands ; the respective 
States have, and ought ever to have, the exclusive right to determine who 
shall hold lands within their Mndts. It has generally been, and probably 
ever will be, their policy to prevent aliens from acquiring freeholds within 
tbeir limits. This poUoy of theirs,, we have no constitatlo^al right-to 
iilterfece with. Aa to our public stocks, I think witb^ the senator, 
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foreigners may well make loens to the gorernmeoV or porohsse stdek 
owned by onr citixeiifl. Much benefit may result fitmi this, and we havv 
no ii^ory to fear. As ta our public stocks, foreigners owning them, caa 
have no agency whatever in creating them or raimaging tiiem. At the 
end of each quarter, the goyemment pays the stipoiated interest, and at 
the time agreed on, discharges the prindpaL Hie holder of the-8tock| 
by^ no aot of his can make his profits more or lees. But the case is not 
so as to bank stock* Although the foreigner can neither vote nor be 
a director, yet he can in many instances hare an indirect' influence on the 
operations of the bank, and by regulating exchanges favorably for the 
bank and ii^jnriously for our oitLEens, can increase the profits of the eet»« 
blishment, and thus benefit himself. Will any gentleman say he is of 
opinion that the Barings, who own a million of stock, can have no influ- 
ence on the profits to be made by this institution t . I think not. 

Some of ^e views then in tM^ message^ of the manner in whidi this 
stodk may, and probably will, be managed 1^ our citiaeDs and fofeignerii 
are y&t^ forcible as they strike my mind« 

Under the old charter the Sonik could not be taxed by the State govem- 
mentfl according to the decision of the Supreme Court, but dtixto stock- 
holders might be taxed by the States in which they reside, fbr the stock • 
which they hold. The assessors in Oonneeticut applied to the bank in 
that State for the names of the stockholdei^ residing therCk The names were 
not flimished, and- the like application was made to the presid^t of the 
prindpal bank, who, by the advice of counsel,. tetumed a very polite 
answer, declining to give the names, as the bank could not lend tiieir aid, 
to enfoixse penalties against their stockholders. To remedy this misduef 
under the renewed charter, provision istoade that the names of the dtiaen 
stoddiolders shall be. furnished^ ThePreddent thinks that under this 
renewed charter, the constructipn will bei that tiie bank cannot be^teMd^ 
therefore, you cannot tax foreigners: but that citizens may be taxed for ^ 
the stotok tiiey own, therefore tiiis stodk will be worth one p^ cent i>er 
annum more, to the foreigner, than to the citizen. That, with this induce- 
ment, foreigners 'will purchase out all the Stock except enough to be left 
in the hands of a &w citizens who wiU thus have a power every year to 
dect themselves directors. That this company thus formed ot a £»f ' 
citizens, and foreign stockhold^ will manage the institution for thdr 
own particular benefit in time of peace, and th&t in time of war- it will 
possess a power dangercnte to the government itself. The ' honorable 
senator says the message frequentiy repeats, that the institution may be 
" dangerous ^' to our liberty, dangerous to our prosperity, dpc, but that he 
C8tn see nothing dangerous in it.* 

Wr. Pr^ident, we must remember that in case of wjir, this bank, if in 
existence, must be our main dependence for rdsing money, and yet there 
is no provision by which it is bound to loan na one cent, Kow suppoea 



UHTTED 8TATBB BAinC 109 

it to hayeezisted dnring tiie last war, and the stock to have been othied 
by British subjects and a few of oar own citizens, and those citizens to 
haTC belonged to that sect .in politics who were seeking to change oar 
federal rolers— -inbo thonght it wicked to thank God for oaV victories upon 
either land or water — who had sent an embassy to this city to request the 
then President to resign. Does any man belieVe the Administration conld 
have procared the loan of one cent? Those politicians, I am wiUing to 
aappose, were Justing honestiy — that they believed the -War impoutic, 
oi^ast, and wicked'; so mnch so that they Woold not aid it with their good 
wishes. Does any one suppose that they wotdd not have held it treason 
agunst good morals, to have loaned pecuniary aid? Surely they would. 
We must then' have been without money, and without the meana of 
obtaining any. Peikce must have been made,* and upon any terms, dio* 
tated by the bank or by the enemy. 

I put then the questions to the Senate, to the senator from Massachu- 
setts, to answer me, if they can see no danger in this state of things? 

The honorable senator next recurs to that pirt of the message which 
speaks of the bonus. The President supposes that this is proof upon the 
fiice of the act, that more power and greater privileges are conferred than 
were <necessary' for the performance of the public business to be done by 
the bank. The senator thinks this small affair is within a nut-shell, and 
that shell not worth cracking. That any one capable of taking the view 
of a statesman would have seen that the other powers were necessary to' 
make a bank of any use for public Or private purposes. 

Mr. President, I have endeavorod to expand my mind so as to take this 
enlaiged view of the subject, and what I find ia, that the advocates of 
this bank, upon the pica that the bank is necessary for the fiscal concema 
of the government, wish, by construction, to acquire the power to create 
a bank, and having thus possessed themselves of the power, wish to use 
it, so as to confer powers not in any degree necessary for a bank to pos- 
sess, to enable It to do all which the government may wish to have doiie : 
but through which l^e stockholders may enrich themselves and their 
friends, and acquire sen influence greater than the government itself, and 
oontrol all' our political concerns, in such manner, as to gratify their 
ambition and promote^ their interests to any extent they may wish. In 
ahort, it appears to me, thitt in creating the bank, the pretence is, through 
it to do the public business, and as soon as created, the public business is 
a mero insignificant incident, and private emolument without limit, is the 
main object. 

But it is said, we have the Prerident^s project for a bank. It is to ba 
one without money, without credit, and to do no business. 

Others, before the honorable senator, have supposed the Prerfdent to 
mean any sort of bank, that ooold be most easily turned into ridicule. I 
do not know when the honorable member has seen the project of whleh 
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be epeaks. I haVe never seen or heanl of any snoh tibing from fhe Pre»> 
ident. 

The senator seema to aoppose the Fteaidetit^ fears npon the rabject «f 
the States not being allowed to impose a tai entirely too great. 

How stands tiiis matter? Hie Supreme Coort has dk^ided that the 
States cannot ttfz the bank. This chi^H»r imposes no condition npon the 
bank that it shall, p&y any tax to any State, and provides a mode by which 
resident stockholders may be tsized for thdr«tock. What then will be the 
ooDstmctbn under this renewM charter ? No man can donbt it As nb 
proYiiBioa is made, no tax can be coUected. I bold that in every State 
If hero a branch is situated — as the State laws must protect the persona 
who manage the affiurs of this corporation, and must protect the propely 
within their limits, it is strictly just that a reasonable tax should be paid 
for this protection. ' 

All this might have been easily provided for. Althougli Oongress' can- 
not confer upon a Static the power of taxation, it certainly can impose a 
eonditum upon this corporation, that it shall pay a tax or the charter be 
f«;»rfeited. As no 'such condition is imposed, the States must lose the tax^ 
under the decision of the Supreme Oourt. I take the liberty of saying 
fbriher, that the reasoning in that case, if correct and carried out, will 
produce a dass of persons exempt fW>m taxation that would be highly in*^ 
convenient. The principle established is, that the bank is necessary for th6 
federal government. That the State government is an adversary power, 
and if allowed the power to tax, could tax so heavily as to Exclude the 
bank and brandies from the States. Garry out the same principle, and 
you must exempt fr*om State taxation the houses and tiie property, of 
every other federal officer of every grade. If the bank is neoesaaiy 
to the United States in an individual State, and that State cannot tax it, 
because It may, by taxing, exdnde it, I ask, are not federal Judges neces-^ 
saiy— marshals, derks, collectors, and a hdst of officers? Why shall the 
States tax them or thdr property? They inay be taxed out of the States 
by this adversary power, and, therefore, they must be freed from taxa* 
tion. I am not prepared to yfeld my assent to' a doctrine leading to sudi 
a result. The President must be right in wishing to preserve for the 
States all the powers of taxation, which they 'have not in express terms 
surrendered in the Oonstitut^on ; these are few. He i»ysj imports and 
exports. The ol^ects of taxation are otaly limited by* their discretion— (^ 
penoDs, and property of every descriptipn, real and personiU^ corporeal 
and incorporeal, with the exception mentioned, are, and of right ought 
to be, liable to State taxation; y6t, under the dtarter, they will be de- 
prived of it for want of some sudi provision as it was attempted to iiH> 
troduoe here, and was r^ected. 

The honorable member baa sBvied to Hiat part of Ae m^SMge whfell 
df tlM iftvestlgaitioii of ti»b«yk b^gunwfllft^y yidded^ and tk 
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llMMttne time, he M^ as it does not afinde to thia bhoioh of the legis* 
latue, we cannot notioe it. 

Sir, is not tlie statement traet Was not the erection of a committee 
oppoeed f The bank had its agents here no donbt. Qentlemen of the 
Hooae, confldiDg in the statements of the agents, thought lihe investiga- 
tion nseiess, therefore they opposed it. It W€u unwillingly yielded. 
Who ia blamed ibr'this in the message f Kot the Honse— not the mem- 
hera of the Honae*— let any candid mind examine the whole paragraph,- 
and he most see, it is those who applied for a renewal of the charter, and 
peniated in the application after this limited and nnsatiafactory examin- 
ation. The honouible senator thinks the jnessagft is nnfortnnate. In as* 
flriUng to the patriots of the Revolution the spirit of compromise, which 
en^t not to be imitated. Mr. President, if the message did read as the 
aeoator haa feed it, it would have been substantially correot The lead« 
fai^ palrioCB of the Revolution, were the leading men^ framing and 
adopting the Oonatitution; and, it is the spirit of oompromiae, which 
thtee men manifest^ in adoptinnf the Oonstitotida, whi<^ we are called 
upon to imitate — ^not that diq[>layed during the Revolntion in fighting the 
eaemy — ^but the paragraph was misread by the senator, no doubt. unili* 
tntionaliy, and ftunishesno eoloc, when oorreotiy read^fiv'the criticiam 
we have heard upon it, . 

It has been argued, that it la strange the message ahonld intimate that 
tiie exeentive ought to have been called upon for a draft of the projeoi 
ef a bank. I submit, Mr. President, that it is not at all strange. In every 
instance, heretof<we, the bank projects have proceeded from the treasury, 
and so they ought. Although the bank established in General Washings 
ton^s day may have been the best that could be devised, as things then 
were; yet; the increase of population-^numerous changes in almost every 
thing — ^might make it a very unsnital^le plan at this. time. The Seeretaiy 
of the Treasuiy, whose duty it u to watch the finances of the country, 
and the operations of the bank, could 'better judge of the details proper 
for a bill, than any other officer ; and now, as in time past, ought to have 
beeto Consulted. 

Mr. Presi d e n t; — ^In submitting thin message, one of the highest duties 
of the Chief Magistrate haa been performed^ Under, peculiar and trying 
etreumstaaoeB, he has given his sentlmentBt plainly^ and frankly, as he 
believed his duty reiquired; 

When the excitement of the time in which we act, shall have passed 
away, and tiie historian and biographer shall be employed in giving his 
account of the acts of our most distinguished public men, and comes to 
the name of Andrew Jackson, when he shall have recounted all the great 
and good deeds done by this man, in the coune of a long and eventfbl life, 
and the droumstancea under which this message was oommunicated, shall 
have been stated, tlie eondtusion wiU be, thai, in d(^ thfs^ he has ahown 
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a willingnefla t« Mk more to .proikiote the hai^mees of hSa fenow-men, 
and to secure their liberties, than by the doing of any other act wfaaterer. 

That the arguments aboye set forth were oondlusive, may be infer- 
red from the circumstance that Webster, having made the first speech, 
after .being responded to by Ju6go White, refused to cloee the debalii, 
Judge White writes next day, 

. The veto message on the subject of re-ehartering the bank was taken 
up for consideration in the Senate yesterday. Mr. Webster opened the 
debate. He openly avowed that this time was sdected for applying for a 
renewal of the charter,. that the opinion of the ezecutire be known^ to 
the end that if advek'se to the bank, he mi^t be displaced at the ap^ 
pEoaehing election. This declaration was followed up and affirmed by 
Ewing, Holmes, and Olayton, who all spoke on. the same side yesterday. 

.It is no longer a question of doubt, whether the bank is disposed to in* 
terfere in the approaching election. We have it openly avowed in the 
Senate by the advocates of the obartef. Those who are opposed to the 
renewal of the charter, have sustained, and will oontinue to sustain, as 
well as they can, the opinion of the President upon the subject. 

. No one has spoken in support of the message except your humble o6r> 
respondent What he said is so inaccurately rejibrted in the InteUigenoer 
of the^ morning, that he will be compelled to write out before* he leaves 
Washington, what he actually did say. 

Ih 1889, when by order of President Jadcson, the public deposiis 
were removed from thb United States Bank, mnd placed in certain 
State Banks, in consequenoe of which measure the country Was 
plunged from a condition of unprecedented prosperity into sudden and 
wide-spread adversity, Mr. Webster, as a means of relief to the com- 
mercisd community, moved in the Senate, in the latter half of the 
session of 1884, for leave to brings in a bill to extend the charter of 
the bank for six yean, from and after March 3d, 1836. He accom- 
panied tbe amplication by a speech of great ability, and was fidlowed 
by Mr. Cidboun, Mr. Wright, and Mr. Benton, each preseiiting his 
own views on the subject Judge White considered the opportunity a 
suitable one for the statement of eome of his own q>inions relating, to 
the bank, its management, the conduct of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury in removing the depositS| and that of the President in removing 
Ur, Duane. 

Mr« Wfaite^a ape^eh, deliyered Maroh 24, 1834, was aa foUowt ; 
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Vr. PMndent: "Whto. a Biil)(j«et of so rnnoh importaneo is under oonsi^ 
dsntioB ; when topios are discussed which produce a diversity of opinion, 
not eolj as to tiie powers conferred npon the federal govemment| bnt 
also, as to the manner in which the powers oertainlj conferred, are dis- 
triboted among the.seyend departments; and when onr dcijision may 
/vitally affect, as w411 the fiscal concerns of the government, as the pe- 
eoniary interests of all dasses of the conmranity, I am unwilling to record 
my vote until I shall have given some of* the seasons, at lea^ which 
leadtothenu 

I am pkj^sed that the honcffable senator from Hassaohuselts has asked 
leave to introduce this bill; not because I approve of it, but because it 
inSea something practical, which we can discuss, consider, and dedde. 

If the biU proposed contained any principle, which, undiqr any modifi- 
cation, I, believed we had a power to enact into a law, I would niost 
willin^y extend the usual* courtesy of gnmUng leave to introduee it. 
^Ithoug^ I mi^t disapprove all its details; but, in my Jhdgment, its 
object is to do that which, by the Oonstitntion, we have no power to do. 

The sole objectis, to extend the duirter of the present Bank of the 
United States, under certain modifications, for the term of six years after 
the 8dof ICaroh, 1888, when the existing charter will expire. 

It is said the country is distressed in consequence of the derangement 
€i our currency, and the ^A^ect of this bill is to relieve that distress, by 
extending the diarter. If leave is granted to introduce the bill, the hope 
win be indulged, that in duo season the bill will be passed into a law, and 
the relief desired be thus afforded. We ought not, in my opinion, even 
by onr silence, to encourage any expectation, or hq>e, which we. do not 
intend to maMe good. 

Enteriaining the opinions which I do, in ralation to this bank^ I cannot 
silently acquiesce in the introduction of this bill, without creating expec- 
tations which, so fiir as is in my power, I should certdnly disappoint; 
tiierefore, I hope, when I deny the leave asked, my conduct may not be 
attributed to a willingness to act otherwise than courteously,- toward the 
honorable senator who has submitted the motion. 

I hold that) by the Constitution of the United States, Oongress has no 
power to ereaU a bank, and having no power to create it, we luvre no 
power to' eowUmift, it beyond the period limited for its termination. 

I wishthe Senate* not to be alarmed, from a belief that I am about io 
weary their patience, oroxhanst my own strength, \fj an elaborate argu- 
ment to prove the truth of this porition. 

I am^well aware that this question has been repeatedly and ably dis- 
oBssed, in Oongress, and before our highest* Judicial tribunals, and that 
many of the most enli^tened and pure men we have jsver had in public 
employ, have affirmed the existenee of this po^er; yet, I consider the 
9M«tionunaettied« The power hasalways been questioned and disputed; 

8 
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tl jkbYW liM been yieldefl. Hie dedaione tM not binding as ewfli cul i i ei ^ 
when OoDgTQBe ie called t^n to ezeroiae tiie power. If we v»- oertein 
we do JBOI^ popeeai it, or it ie doabtftd whether we do, it ought not to be 
eieroised. 

Thqee who affirm the exiatenoe of this power, do not pretend thai in 
the Conatitation it la expreealy granted, but rely npon that clanae <€ 
the 8th aection, let article, whioh pipvidea that'^Oongreaa ahaM lvf« 
powertopaaaallLiwafiMaiiafyand^fcptfrto oanyinto effect the powen 
ezpreasly granted/' * They next aay that, by the 6th paragB^h.of the 
aame aeotion, Ooogreas haa ah ezpreaa grant of power .'^to coin money, 
and to fix thoTalne tliereof^ and tiiOTaine of foreign ecnp, and'to regulate 
the atandavd.of weic^ta and meaanrea.^ Henoe, they axgoe that it waa 
tjh0 intention to veat in Ooogreas the whole power orer the monetary 
^tem of ihe Ignited Statea, and that.thia oannot4>e done without gifi^g 
A powQT to .iooorporate a bank. I 'admit it waa intended to Teat the 
whole power in Oongreas, over onr mansffj oar purrvn^, bat deny that 
there ia any neoearity for a bank-to give edbolt to thia power.. 

By the 10th aeotion, lat article, it ip said, ^^no State ahall coin money, 
emit billa of eredit, make anything bat gold and ailTer « tender in psy- 
ment of debti ; paaa any bill of attaindei^ mpctt/odto law, or law impah^ 
iag the obligation of oontraotB.'' Before the formation of thia Cpnatitatioa, 
mndL ii^ary waa aoppoaed to hare reanlted from the power which the 
in^vidoal Statea poeocaaed and exerdaed, of omitting 'billa of credit; 
thereforei thia power is taken from the Statea, by aE^prMy wordSb The 
federal goTemment haa no ^ower bat that which la aE^pfMa^ f^^^ ^ 
ia aaid in thctenth. amendment to die Oenatftntion* There ia no power 
giren, in any part of that instrument, to emit biUa of credit ^noe the 
adoption of thia Oonatitation, the power to emit Iwllaof credit la aatmei 
in the United Statea. The State govemmenta cannot exerdae.H, becaoaa 
it ia ecipr€s$ly taken away; ilie federal goTemment cannot exerdae it, 
becanae it ia not gioen to it; therefore thia eyil (tf a jm^mt cwrei^gif ia 
effectually cured. * Before the adaption of this Conatitation the S6itea had 
a power to make artidea of produce, or merchandJae, -a tender in paymmt 
of debta. Thia* power, in aome of --the Statea, had been exardaed. It ia 
alao extingniahedimder thopreeent Gonatitationb 

Formerly, there waa n wi^it df ^in^ormitf in the yaloo of the aame 
piece of money, in the different Statea : in aome, a dottar waa fonr ahil- 
linga and ei|^tpence; in another, aix ahiUinga; in otfaera, aeren and six* 
pence; and in aome others, eight ahiUinga. This waa an evil cured by 
thia Copatitution. Oongreaa haa the power to ^^ooin money and^ iU 
wdue^ and the eo^.of fordgn coin;^«and the poorer to cobi^ money, im 
Jkiture^ ia depied to tha Statea. Thna, uniformity in Talae ia produced : 
a dollar in one State, ia a dollar, and ^o mora, in ereQr other. Weigfala 
and meaanrea w^pre, and mi|^t be lagjed inditforant Statea. Tha pcfvav 
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to regolate the standard of weights and measntes if i^yeA to Qongrevt 
when ezeroiMdy anifDrmitj in each State la prodnoed ; a * bmhel of 
wheat moat be of the same quantity, and an fanndred poonda of hemp or 
tobaeoo, most be of the same weight, in each State. 

By these diflferent provisiona, tiie whole people of the Uoited Stoiaa 
wsre intended to be secured, in tkumi/brm cwrrenioyy a imifonn standaid 
«f weiij^tB and measopea, and the same proviaiona oontain a prohibitios 
sgainst making anything bat gold and silver a tender in payment of debtai 
and a denial of any power to paaa « law to in^ir the 6bfigstl«ik ef 



What spedea of correnoy then, I ask, waa intandedt MekM$ myk 
nettling etoe. Money ^ned^ u\d die eo^ JfawK, nnder the authority of 
Gongreas^ or foreign eoin^ the yalue of which ia fixed by the same power. 
Will any gentleman state, that in hia opinion, either Congreaa,' or a State 
Iflgislatore, haa a power, under our Constitotion, to make one individual 
reeeive from another anything but a matettie eiiirr«mo^^ in discharge ef t^ 
debt due? 

The opinion that Oongreaa haa no power to create a.bank, ia, aal 
think, very much strengthened, when we. reflect where the conveatton 
sat, when it sat, and what was going on in relation to banks. 

The Bank of Uorth America commenced business in January, 1788^' in 
Philadelphia. It had a double authority, as waa suppcaed, for so doing 
— &om Oongress, and from the legislature of Peunsylvania. In 1786^ it 
had beoome so odious^ that several counties petitioned the legialatura to 
r^ieal the charter; These petitions were referred to a committee, who 
made a report, upon which, .an act did paas, repealing the charter, with- 
out giving the corporatora any form of trial whatever. Thia gave, riaa to 
a moat violent controversy, in the course of whidi there warn many 
publications. The bank still continued its business, under the power it 
had derived from Oongress. In 1786, anasttempt waa made in flie lagiirf- 
latnre, to repeal the repealing act, but this attempt was sueeeasftilly 
raeiated by the demoerats <tf that day, headed by FInley and SmiMe, and 
the oonfhaipn cotitinned till the next year, when a limited charter for 
/hurUen years was granted. Thus we find at the very time the oonvisB- 
Hon sat, and in the very pkoe it eat, the practical operationa of the.bank 
cf that day, were conaidered decidedly hostile to the liberty and inde- 
pendence of the country; Is it then probable that it waa intended to. 
vest a power in Godgreaa to create any inatituticm capable of ao aiiidh 
miachi<€f 

I have looked into the petationa presented to the l^giskture, and the 
report of the comn^ttee, to ascertain the ol^jeetions upon winch 'Ifa^ ' 
repealing act waa founded, a&d hafe been so -forcibly struck with (ha 
ainfiUnity of the reasons then urged, with those since relied upon, that' I 
aaust ajBk the indulgence of the 'Senate, while I read the report,'' a oopy df 
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which ifl before me, in thede words : ^' That it is the opinion of this com- 
ndttee, that the said bank, as at present established, is in eveiy vietf 
iaoompatible widi the pnblio safety ; that in the present .state of our 
trade, the said bank has a direct tendency to banish a great part of the 
specie fhnn the country, so as to produce a scardty of money, and to 
collect into the- hands of the stocUiolders of the said bank, ahnost the 
whole of the money which remains amongst ns. That the acoomnlation 
of enormons wealth, in the hands of a society who daim perpetnal dura- 
tion, will necessarily prodnce a degree of inflaence and power, which 
cannot b^ intrusted in the hands of any set of men whatsoeyer, wttfaout 
endangering the public safety. That the said bank, in its corporate 
edacity, is empowered to hold estates, to the amount of ten millions of 
dollars, and by the tenor of the present charter, is to dkist for 6v«r, with- 
out being obliged to yield any emolument to the government, or to-be al 
an dependent upon it That the great profits of the bank, which wiO 
daily inoresse, as money grows scarcer, and which already fiir exceed the 
profits of European banks, have tempted foreigners to vest thdr mon^ in 
this bank, and thus to draw from us large sums of interest. 

'^That foreigners will, doubtless, be more and more induced to become 
stockholders, until the time may arrive, when this enormous eng^ of 
power may become subject Xo foreign injhtmoe; this country may be 
agitated with the politics of European courts, and the good people of 
ibnerica reduced, once Inore, to a state of subordination and dependence 
upon some one or other of the European powers. That at last, even if it 
were confined to the hands of Americans, it would be totslly destructiTe 
of that equality^ which ou^t to prevail in a republic. We have nothing 
in our free and equal government, capable of balancing the influence the 
bank must create ; and we see nothing, which, in the course of a few 
years, can prevent the directors of the bank from governing Pennsyl- 
vania. Already we' have felt its influence, directly interfering in tbe 
measures of the legislature. Already the House of' Assembly, the 
Representatives of the people, have been threatened, that Ijie credit of 
our paper currency will be blasted by the bank;' and if this growing 
evil continues^ we fear the time is not very distant when the bank 
will be jable to dictate to the legislature, what laws to pass, and what to 
fbrbear." 

Much has been said of the Presid^t's opinioos upon the subject of. 
banks, and his ideas respecting the dangers to be apprehended ttom the 
operations of this ban!:. He appears to be maintaining the same 
doctrines maintained by the republican people of Pennsylvania in 1766, 
1786, and 1787; end, as I verily believe, the same doctrines intended to 
be incorporated into the Oonstitution^ and made perpetual 1>y it 

It seems to be thought by the -honorable senator firom South Oarolina 
[Mr. Oalhoun], that although we cannot establish a bank to make*m«fW|f, 
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W0 may, tp luiTe* a enrrency, which will control the cnrrenoj of State 
brnks. I find no warrant in the Oonstitation ior any anch distinction. 
[Here li>. Galhonn interrapted* Mr. White, and said he had taken a 
distinction be^een doing and undoing.] Mr. W. cotttinoed, and said, I 
hope the honorahle senator will belieye me when I say nothing is fiefrther 
from my wish, than to misrepresent his arguments. I can have no motive 
to do so. The ^tistinction between doing and nndoing can have no infln* 
enee on my argrmient. This bill attempts to do iome^ing^ not to undo'. 
Its object is to continue this charter six years hnger. This is an ezer^ 
tion of the sAme hind of power which was exerted in passing the charter' 
for twenty years, in 1816. This power is not £^yen by the Oonstituthm. 
The honorable senator thinks the wise opurse is, to look at the circum- 
stances in which we are placed, and adapt our measures to our sitnatioil; 
This ia all true when we possess the power to act; but here the first 
consideratton is, Haye we the power? if we have not, it is vain to 
connder how that ought- to be used which we do liot possess. The 
present charter has yet two years to run : if the object of this bill were 
DOW to repeal it, then the doctrine of the honorable senator would be 
applicable. With him I would look to the drcnmstances in which we 
«re placed, and although I ntight believe the act of 1816, incorporating 
the bank, to be unconstitutional, yet as the stockholders and society had 
aofoired interests under the act, I would not' offend the moral §en$6 of 
the comnnpiity by votaag fbr the repeal; besides, I would reflect that 
tibese rights were subjects of judicial cognizance, and if a mistake were' 
made here, as to our pow^^ ^e courts would protect the rights of indi- 
viduala; but the object of this bill is not to repeal, it is to extend. It ii 
not to tske anything frcmi the bank, but to continue its powers six years 
longer, as lihe bill now is; twelve years, as the senator from South 
Oarolina thinks it ought to be. I deny the power to do this. The case 
of LouisiaDa, referred to by the honorable senator from Virginia {Mr, 
Leigh], and which the senator from South Carolina thinks so happy an 
illuBtntion of his doctrine, with great deference, I must say, doee' not 
^^pear to me to have any application. 

Mr. JeflSsrson, it is said, entertained an opinion that Louisiana could 
not, consistently with the Oonstitution, be purchased and added to the 
Union. It was purchased, has been formed into a State, and admitted on 
an equal footing with the other States; and gentlemen ask, wiH you now 
ezdude her becanse it was unconstitutional to admit her t I answer, no. 
I would look to the existing state of things, ftnd tske no step — ^let Uiem 
remain as I fbund them. But suppose it haii been possible to have 
admitted her upon trial for six years, to see how she would behave in the 
TJmon, and when those six yean had elapsed, there was an application to 
admit her permanently, then we would have an analogous case, and, I say,' 
the eonstitationai question would'be a» much open as it was when she 
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was admitted for the rfz yean. [Here Mr. Leigh interrupted Itr. IVhitei 
and aaid, he deaireid to know what would be done when Arkansas applied 
Ibr admission, and he wonld, with as mnch pleasure receive the infoniia* 
tioa from the senator of Tennessee as from anj other 'gentleman.] 
ICr. W. continued : In answer to the interrogatoiy put hj- the htmor- 
ftUe senator from Virginia, I can only say, that when Arkansas doe* 
apiply to be admitted as a member State, if any gentleman shall think 
it lUGonstitutional to admit her, we will then examine' and decide tiie 



Mr. President : I can find no warrant in the OonstitutSon, for a distino- 
tion between numey and currency. That dreulaUng medhun which is to 
be the standard by which the seller and buyer of prc^rly are to ascertain 
its Talue, is metaWc, to be coined^ and its yalue Jhed by Oongrees; or 
/areiffn eain^ the value of which is fixed by the same power. Nothing 
else is money^ nothing else is currency^ by the Oonstitution. 

By the first dause of the 8th section of the Ist article of the Ocmstlftii- 
Hon, a power is vested in Oongress, ^^ to lay and coUe«t taxesj in^xwta, 
duties, and excises, to pay the deb^ and ^vide for die oomii&on defence 
and general wc^fiure of the United States." It is argued by those who 
BMintain the power to incorpora)te a bank, that it is necessary and pfoper 
to have one, as an agent to collect the taxes, to keep them safely, and to 
pay the debts due by the government, in the different sections of the 
ooontry. I think a Bank of the United States would be eawo&Ment for 
these purposes, but deny that one is neeetiary, 

Mr. Pi^^dent^ if there were no bank, either State or federal, in tiie 
Union, our taxes could be collected, the money safely kept and paid ont^ 
according to the providon* of law, by the appointment of natural p«r- 
aons. Now we may employ thenf in preference to bapks, if we choose, 
lliere cannot, therefore, be a neeemty to create a "bank fbr such purpose; 
and if we infer the power to make the bank, because it would be a 
matter of eofwen.Up4S9^ where can- any limit he fixed to implied powentt 
I cannot fix any. But suppose a'bank to be necessary and proper.aa a 
fiscal agent, there are State banksp— why not employ themt It is* said 
that, as these banks are not created by Oongress, we cannot have any 
control over them. This I deny; we will have all the ecmtrol over them 
which we ought to, have. The custom of the United States, as depocUon^ 
will always be sufficient to ensure fidelity in'ooUection, saf^rkeeping, and 
disbursements of yout money; and these are the only uses we have for 
snoh agents. Whenever it is believed one is about to act in bad fidth, 
dismiss it. This w^ willalways have a power to do; and a f^'tbatthis 
power will be ezertnsed, will procure fidelity. Your pbwer will al^ys 
be snffident for evwf salutary purpose: seldom^ if ever, sufficient to ba 
productive of mischief. Suppose a bank employed in each l^ta^ over 
vlddi we Jiave no con^U except what our deposits would give : tfaera 
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iraold then be tiranty-fonr haaka, gOTerAed by directon, oreated under 
tlie ftnthority of the nspeotiTe States'; aoeoontable to tbem; and eaoh 
independflnt of every gUmt. How ooold the United Statee proeoie a 
eonoert of action among tbem, for any uiworthy pospoBel Oormpting 
one would be no advantage in attaining tlie object AS mnst be oo^* 
mptedy the moment the attempt waa made-HUid one honest man fonnd 
in any one board, the whde plan would be exposed, and its adthors held 
np to pnUio contempt and soom. A bank, created by the'United States, 
aoconntable to them^ having the nse of otf your «MiMy, and managed by 
a iiMyeri4f of a board, composed of aMsn-men, is in a very different rita- 
atioo. The pecuniary influearte yon would have,' would be much greater 
— the mmibev of men necessary to corrupt-, Vould .be so small, that the 
danger of imprqiier influence is increased to an alarming extent 

Bat it is said the very admission that Qpngreas may employ State banks, 
naflscal agents, is an admisBion of the po^er to* create abank, for the same 
pmpese. ThIiB, I think, is not so. Tou may wish an artificial person to 
perfiirm a particular service ibr yon— yon may find artificial persons already 
Bade, that can pesibrm these services— these cannot tiierefiyre be any 
meetmitp that yon should ordate one, simply that yon may employ him in 



What is'the real difficulty and strug^e heret It is not that we create 
ft bank to have a 'fiscal agent Ko. The^ real struggle is to keep in 
existenoe a commerdal bank, for commercial purposes. It is dismissed 
by the exenlive from its fiscal agency,* and yet It continues, endowed with 
powers sufficient to embarrass all commercial transactions. 

Th^ truth is, that npdn a inipposed necessity ibr a, bank as a fiseal agent, 
one was created in 1816, endowed with powers for the most extenrive 
eommerdal uses, and instead of the duties of a fiscal agent being its main, 
or principal business, its lesding^ its general, its profitable, and almost 
constant employ is unconnected with this agency, -and its business Is 
devoted, almost exohudvely, to other pui)>oses. Hie business of a fiscal 
ftgent dwindles into a mere by-business, entirely tnetSmM/ so much so, 
Miat when these duties are taken fh>m it, we find it possessed of powers and 
capacities, afanoet without limit, for good or for evil, so fiv as the moneyed 
afhlrs of the country are concerned. This I cofbceive is a practice under 
the Oonstitntion, unsupported by a ftir construction of. it I think with 
the honorable senator from South Oardina, that these powers are tnui 
powers, and ought to be so exerted, as- to attain the ot^ect in vesting the 
ttust Now if it be true, that we have a-^onslltutional power to create 
a bank, for the purpose of eoUtetinff the pubHc money, hetpinff it m^ 
end pofing U &utj at the points desired, it c^ves no power to create a 
bank, for the purposes of ^mJn^ toiifc nksi, and granting accommoda- 
lions %> those concenied in trade and conuniteoe, to any extent the wants 
er wiihes cC society, may require. 
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AgaiiL If it is neemary and impar to incorporate a bank, as mjbeal 
agent, which I do not admit, thare can be no power to establish sach* a 
bank as this. We can neither wish; not expert a bank of issnea, and of 
oalenlation ; all we can poasibly need wiU be a bank of disconnt and 
d^tosit, and that of small capitaL Snch a bank wonld be perfecHj abb 
to make onr oolleotlons, preserre, and pay oat the public moneys; and in 
addition to the disdiarge oi these daties, snch a baiik oonld, and would 
most efiboto^y theeh Mc^mm iatue»^ of paper by the State hanke ; it ooaM 
also grant disoonnts to a reasonable extent to commercial men, or others ; 
akid likewise by drafts, on the diflEerent branches, in difierent sections of 
oonntiy, conld fbnush the means of remittance^ to any extent that woidd 
be reasonably required. 

Indeed, one on a scale etill more limited, would answer every fiscal 
purpose. A bank of diepont and t/ramrf^ is all that the goyetmnoxt 
could hav^ occasion for. How- then it is possible we can iSurly deduce a 
power to establish a bank, and yest in the corporation tiie immense 
powers which this charter confers, I am unable to discover; .therefore, I 
win not consent to use a power which I do not think we possess, to pro- 
long the existence of sooh an institution, for a day,- a year, or for any 
other term whatever. Holding these opinions, I am not among the 
number of those who can ever be embarrassed by the question, whether 
the United States 3atik onght to be placed in Qiesnut street dr in Wall 
street 

Ifr. President, if we had the power to create a bank, I insist it is bad 
policy to exercise it as is now, proposed. • 

The objections to extending this charter are, in my opinion, stronger 
than they were to incoiporafang' the bank joriginally. The theory of omr 
govemment is perfect equality. Make all safe in every thing to wliich they 
have a just right, and give no one an advantage, hy law, over any other. 
This we ought, as fiir as we cap, to carry out in praoljce. When the act 
of incorporation was passed, there was an apparent equality, at least, 
because every dtisen had an equal opportunity of subscribing for stoc^ but 
if we extend the charter- the value 6f the stock is immediately inc reased , 
and the present stockholders have, by law, a privilege extended to them, 
in eaoelueion of every other person* 

But, sir, if I am mistaken in everything I have said, I still, contend 
the charter ought not to be prolonged. - The immediate benefit to be 
derived from the p|b|sage of this billiB. a relief to a distressed community. 
To form a proper estimaile of the remedy, we ought to have some opinien 
of the extent of the disease, and of the causes which have produced it 

I am not among the number of those, who deny that there is any 
pecuniary distress. That there is, in many parts of the country, a want 
of money, and considerable sacrifices because it caihnot be obtained, I 
verily brieve. These sufferings have not yet reached, t^e particdar 
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ooimtiy which I In pact repneent: bat as aQ others, as well m mj 
immediate oonstitaentB, are to be affected by my yotes, ( consider it aa 
irach mjdnij to relieye* the diatfesflee of others, if in my power, as it 
wonld be ta reliey^ the distresses of those I immediately represent. 
I win add, that ^ere does not lire in the United States, the human 
being, whose condition I woiUd not gladly make better. What has led 
to- these peconiary wants, is a question, on which there has been some 
Tsriety of opinion. I think it very obvious, that the operations of the 
Bank of the .United States have been the principal cause. She has not 
only refrained from granting the usual accommodations to men vi\ bnsl* 
ness, but she has been operating the, wrong way; she has been curtail- 
ing her discounts ; tins has compelled State banks to do. so likewi^ 
Money then is ipade much scarcer than formerly. The demand for it is 
increased. Under th/s tariff laws, cash is now to be paid, in some 
ii)stances where credit had formerly, been given. In other cases where 
bug credits had been g^ven, short credits are now allowed. The long 
eredlts and the short credits have been falling due st the same time. 
The^bank has caused bills to be purchased payable in the large dties, to 
a greater amount than formerly. These different causes have created aa 
increftsed demand fox money, and the common means of obtaining it are 
withdrawn. To thesei ought to be added the doubt and uncertainty, as 
to the result of our legislation, which prevents men of business from 
adapting their proceedings to any settled course. 

The result of the whole is, the business part of the community need 
more money than formerly, and can obtain less. I .believe there is sufn 
UsnBg and distress, and if this bank is to wind up, this suffering must, 
at some period, be increased. If we admit, which I think we ought not, 
that the withdrawal of the deposits made some curtailment of her busi- 
ness necessary, oi^ the part of the bank, I do not believe we ought to 
doubt but they have been earned farther than was necessary. One 
thing, I think, has been clearly shown, by the honorable senator from 
^ssouri : that is, that no^additional curtailments to make the bank safe, 
can be necessary. . . 

This bank then is the main cause of this suffering and this distress, 
and to relieve them we are asked to extend its powers for six years 
longex^ Heretofore it has pursued its own interest; will it not do so 
again! If its interest prompts to liberal accommodationB, they will be 
granted, and circulating medium will be plenty. If its objects can be 
better accomplished by withdrawing accommodations, and lessening the 
drcolating medium, that course will be pursued, and our pecuniary 
sufferings and distresses will again return. I have no confidence in su<^ 
a remedy ; it will iMt>bably be worse than the present disease. 

Hoir would the bank employ its vast, means, during the prolonged 
time? I think just in such manner as wonld most promote its own 
Interest, without any special rigard to the interest of the oommuni^. 
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A9 peraonfl, latnnl ox* aitifimal, dreafl dissolatioiL Hie naitiral peMoa 
^H filing to eziBtonoe as long as pomible; he wiU layihold of flnjthlDg 
widiiii his reach, by which he can preserve himself fbr an hom', a da/, 
or a week ; just so wilh this ootporation ; it' will nse ita whole power to 
procure a renewal of the charter, after the lapse of the six years. It 
will use its means to mcrease the nmnber of its friends, and to pnt its 
opponents in a situation not to thwart its views. It wiH eztoid its 
business whenever, and wherever, snch a conrse wiH aid its prospects; 
ttr win contract it9 issnes, and cortail its ^sconnts, whenever and 
wherever opposition to its plans can be pnt down, by oppreadon. I 
have no idea that the directors now^ or at any other time, have engaged 
ki any scheme of oppression, because they dehght. in inflicting an iigniy 
upon any one. Ck>rporations, it is said, have no souls, but they aie 
managed by those who have, and by those who will be attentive to their 
own interests, and will use their powers to promote thenu r FMong this 
diarter, and your control is gone; the bank will act as it may think 
beet ; it will, and must, mingle in yonr politics ; its petmanency wHl 
depend on. displacing enemies from power, and supplying their places 
biy the promotion of friends. Ko means will be left untried^ to aocom* 
plish this object. That it should interfere in politics, is inherent in the 
charter itself. It is a partnership between the government and indi- 
viduals. It IB tk mixture of political power with money, and in evezy 
controversy in which the corporation can have an interest the bank wiH 
interfere in elections, on the one side or the other. Hie prindplea con- 
tained in the charter lead neoessai'ily to this restdt, and we need ^expect 
nothing else. The very object of e^nding £Dr six yean is, to relieve 
the community preaentiy, and in the meantime, to see whether this 
bank shall be continued idterwards, or some other substituted. How 
then can we doubt its course, during this period?* It will extend ild 
business first) and contract it afterwards, if success k Hke^ to be 
attained by such a conrse. 

If its business is ever to cease, why, not at the end of the present 
charter ? It is admitted the resources of the country never were greater 
than now. There is no refison to believe debtors will ever be more able 
td pay. We have had distress and suffering for five or six taionths; if 
the charter is prolonged, this must be gone over again six years hence, 
and there is no reason to think we shall be better able to meet the 
demands of the bank then, than now. The remedy fbr present distress, 
la only a palliative ; the cause of tiie disease^will remain in the system ; 
it will be acquiring strength for six years, and then break out with 
increased violence, and the in^juiyand ruin will be on a inore extensive 
scale. 

We can only fbrm an i>pinion of what the bank will do ' in fhture, by 
Mfleoting on what it has done in time past. 

In December, 1889, the Chief Magistrate made his first 6(ftnmuxdca- 
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Vogi to OoDgreaB,iih<ywi]ig tiitt h« was dfrinoKnad to a Teaewal of tke 
^barter ; thia iTaa followed op in his mMsagea of 1380 and 1881. Thasq 
eoAunimioatioiui he waa bdnnd in dnty to make, if be believed tbe 
pnblio good would be promoted by an expreesion of bis opiniomi, to 
the national le^Matiire. Tbe bank, erer attentlTe to ita own intereati 
in 1881 began a rapid extension of its business, and early in 1882, bad 
inoreaaed Its aooommodatioiia to tbe amount of twenty-eight millions* of 
doUan, as its opponmts say, and as is admitted l>y itself^ to i^warda 
of serenteen millions. Tbe IVesideatial eleeti<Hia took plaee4n tiie fUI, 
1882. To me it appears plain tiiat this extension was intended to 'make 
as many friends, as aets cf kindness oonld make. Tbe aocommodatioiis 
are now rednoed from seventy millions to aboat fifty^foor mi1]i(»s. 
Why this deoreaset Tb^ expansion, or contraction, mn^t have been 
too great. Tbe pretence is, that the state of the country required 
tiie increase, when there was an extension, and that accommoda- 
4ions were' curtdled, when thd state of bdsiness Justified the reduction. 
We all know that there is an error tn thia statement. ^There was 
no such change in the businesa of the country, aa to Justiiy thia 
change in the policy of the bank. Friends were to be made by extend- 
ing wide the wings* of the net, with a fall knowledge that when the 
birds were coaxed in, and those wings contracted, the flattering would 
oommance, and an eaoape from the toils would be sou|^t by almost 
any means* 

The inoreaito^md decrease, were made with « yiew to the interest of the 
stockholders, without regard to the effect upon the cust(»n,er| or upon 
society. 

The bank went into operation the first day of January, 1817; one of 
the leading objects in granting its diarter was, through its operations, to 
reduce the extravagant dealings vrith State banks ; t# rmtor^ and prsttrvs 
a sound ourreocy to the country. Tbe directors wett knew this, yet they 
acted with a single eye to whsi they conceived the interest of the bank, 
and its friends ; in place of ekeeking it simulated overtrading. -Instead 
of restoring and preserving a sound currency, it adopted measures which 
in 1818 and 1819, placed it in the power of the State banks, in Phila- 
delphia, to take from it every single- dollar and leave it still in debt to 
them upwards of one hundred and twenty-fi>nr thousand dollars. Mr« 
Oheves toob charge of the baiik, and as President, pursued a policy, 
which in seventy days placed tiie bank in a state of security, but the 
curtailments wef« so rapid, and the withdrawal of the circulating 
flMdinm so great, as to rain society, compel other banka to suspend 
spede payment, and again afflict the community with a depreciated 
turrency. 

. Liberal Itcoommodationa,- and extensive issues, had g^ven ail appear* 
ance of wealth, to those worth litUe, or nothing. Property commanded 
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cnormoaB pricesi m this bank had made money plenty ; but the ooaftttr 
oorrent oommenoed, and in 1819, a adene of wide-apread ruin waa pre- 
sented. The bank made money soaroe ; the price of property fell to 
ahnost nothing; those who had been. apparently wealthy, were fonnd 
to be bankrupts, and hardly any man had wherewithal to pay hia 
debts. 

An indiyidnal had, when money waa plenty, parohaaed m honse and 
lot, for ten thousand dollars; he paid six thousand, waa sued for the 
balance; the honse and lot sold ntjyte&n hundred dollars ; and thna^ he 
sank in tiie single bargain, ei(^t thonsand flve hundred- dollars. 

In the principal dties and towns, thousands of indiyiduals were thrown 
out of employ, the whole business of ;the country was deranged, scenes 
of misery and distress were prodoced, to which tiie present distress and 
pressure bear but little resemblaDc& This state of things was produced, 
because the directors managed the bank with a view to their cum intermix 
and that of their jfriendsj disregarding the interest of that' ^ommwUtf 
ftom which they had acquired their power. May they not do so again f 
Have we not reason to fear they will, if the diarter is prolonged f 

.[Here Mr. White gaTe way for a moti(m to adjourn.] 

Mr. White resumed as follows, next day : — 

Ifo. PsEsiDxiiT : Befbre I resume the dbcussion in which I was yester-' 
day engaged, when the Senate adjourned, I must beg permission to csU 
the attention of this body, for the first time since I hare been honored 
with a seat here, to a newspaper paragr^h, in which my name has been 
introduced. I know that my standing here is too humble, and my 
opinions of too little Talne, to make it necessary for me, on common 
oocanons, to contradict any statement coupled with my name; but con- 
sidering the excitement which now preTalls in some sections at the 
country, and the desire repeatedly expressed, for the adoption of some 
measure, by Cbngress, to relieve the community from the distresses whidk 
it is said they experienced, I think it improper to permit any statement 
to remain uncontradicted, which is calculated to excite expectatioiis, 
whicU, so fiu: as in my power, will not be Ailly realised. 

The publication to which I allude, purports to be a correspondence 
with the New York Journal of Commerce, and is in the f(dlowing 
words: 

^ Washhtotok, Maboh 19, 1884. 

w At length, we may discern one faint glimmer of light in our political 
prospect Mr. Oalhoun has devised' a plan for a new national bank on 
principles which wholly avoid the constitutional scruples of the Southern 
representatives, and which will be generally acceptable. The plan has 
been submitted to a number 6i s(BnatorB of different parties, and has been 



I 



Vtrnm} BTATBS BASK^ 136 

decidedly iipproted, porticnlarly by tiioee «eiuiton who are opposed on 
ooiutitntioiuil groundB to the re^harter of the present bank, and who 
•re at the same time arerse to General Jackson's experiment npon the 
enrrency. It is ^90 nneqmvooally approved, it is sidd, by Messra. 
Gnmdy and White^ who are friendly to the Plresident.^ 

ICr. President, what I hare now to say, in relation to the matter men- 
tioned in this letter, Is, that I have no knowledge of any planjhra lani^ 
to be snbmitted by the honorable senator from Sonth* Carolina; tiiat I 
know nothing' of that gentleman's opinion on the subject of a United 
States Bank, except what I hare collected from the- public speeches 
delivered here. The last of those speeches was not delivered :nntU after 
(he date of this letter. Oat of tiiis place in this chamber, I have not 
heard from him one word during this session, on the subject of any bank 
whatever^ Therefore, the whole statement in this letter, so ftr as my 
name is coimected with it, is erroneous, tod has not the shadow of truth' 
for its foundation. I have shown this letter to my colleague whose 
name is aldo mentioned; he has read it^ and I am not 6nly authorized, 
but requested by him to say, that the same statement which I make as 
to myself^ is equally true as it relates to him. 

When the Scmate acyonmed on yesterday, I was considering the effects 
on society, in the year 1819, of the proceedings of the Bank of the 
United States, ftt>m the time it went into operation. 

The distresses then experienced, and those now felt, are the fruits of 
the charter granted in 1810. The patricteof that day, found the country 
flooded with a depreciated paper medium, put in circulation by State 
banks, and unfortunately, as I think, sought to remedy the evil by the 
establislfment of a bank. As the United States were to have the entire 
moneyed power, by the Constitution, and as the States had established 
banks, it was believed the United States might establish one also, to regu- 
late the currency. Instead of this, if the collection of the revenue, and 
all debts due to the government, had been enforced in money, the moral 
sense of the comnnmity, the fertility of ou^ soil, and the industry of the 
people, would soon have given^us a sound circulating medium. State 
banks, which had the means, wotdd soon have been compelled to resume, 
and continue, specie payments, and those which were unable to do so, 
must have stopped bnsinese. The duties upon foreign importation^ 
alone, were from forty to fifty millions of dollars. With the power of 
government exerted in the proper direction, a sound. enrrency must have 
been procured, within a very short period. But bank notes, though not 
money, were considered eurreneyy and' with a view to check and eontrob 
a depredated State currency, it was supposed the United States had a 
power to establish a bank, which shotdd giveia sound currenoy itself and 
compel State banks to do likewise. rThis word ^^tfurrm^" I cannot find 



1 



126 



XEHots or HuoK*ULWB(nr whuib. 



in th« Oonstitatioii. Oonstitatioiiiltj tpeaking, notfaiog bat «MMy li 
oorrency, anfl Bothing can be money which is not metallic. Bank notea 
iasned mider the authority of the federal or Btate gOTemmente, are not 
eorrency ; they are not money, nor can they be made 90. They ara 
nothing but crediti naed by common consent, to pass aa BnbatitnteB for 
money. Promissory notes, negotiable and negotiated, or biUs of exchange, 
are as mnch entitled to ttie a|ipeUati(m, of correDcy, as bank notes are. 
If bank notes are currency, what will be said of the notes of the bank <A 
the late Stephen Girard t What of the not^ of the bank of my oaoiitiy- 
men, Teatman, Woods, and Oo.f Theae bank notes are aa current ss 
the notes of the Bank of the United States. A man may set oat at Kew 
Orleans, and travel an to Philadelphia, and he will find^ these notes 
current the whole route*^ yet 90 charter for a bank was eVer granted, by 
any government, to either of those gentlemen. These notes are nothing 
but credits ; they pass in plaoa of money, by common consent, and so do 
the other bank notes. The only thing that gives them currency is th^s 
confidences that whenever the holder wishes money for them, and will 
apply for it, at the place specified for payment, the makers will be found 
able and willing to pay the epeeie^ and lift them* Nothing opn prevent 
them from depreciation but this confidence. 

Mr. Presideilt, I know of whom I speak, and I know among them are 
men, who have the highest claims to our confidence, which purity of - 
motive and strength of int^ect can give ; yet I must be permitted to i^y, 
I think the distinction then taken, and aot^ 9P0^ hy granting this 
charter, between maneif and cttrrsn^, has no warrant in the Oonstitntian, 
I think the bank then created in consequence of that distinction, an ex* 
crescenoe, which has grown out of an erroneous construction. This bank 
is a political cancer, this roots and fibres of which have ramified them- 
selves through .all society, and w« might as well hope to tear from the 
human body, the cancer there formed, as to ezi>ect to remote frmn tiba 
body politic, this bank, without causing pain and suffering. 

It is due, I think, to this subject, that we should permit our minds to 
recur to the situation in which we were placed, in to our currency, when 
this act of incornoration was passed, and the causes which led to the 
state of things which then existed. W^ had been declared fn 1812, 
without any pecuniary preparation, to meet the extraordinary calls which 
the prosecuting of the warcould not fidl to produce. So for (rota this, 
ttie conduct of some of the European powers had driven our government 
into a series of i:estriotive measures, which so much embarrassed our com- 
mercial operations, as to produce distreeses and complaints, which were 
liud before Congress in the strongest^^rouk Out of Congress, these mea- 
sures were reprobated in terms of great bitterness. The measures of the 
then Administration, were represented aa ruinous to the commerce of the 
oouatry ; it was said we were tniekling to a for^gn power; that there 
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OD mode of "*«»*^^«»i>g the honor of the oountiy, ha\ by a dedar** 
tkm of war, and that the Administration waa bo pHwllanimoqa, it oooUL 
not be kicked into a wtn 

OongreoB believed there was Just iteose, and therefore did deolare war 
i^ainst Great Britian. Money waa neoeaBaty ; the treaaiiry had it net; 
it most be procured h^ loana; the opponenta of* the Adminiatration 
em^oyed themaelTes aandaoualyf no donbt many of them fh>m very 
pfoper motivea, to produce an indiapoaition im att-iHio had money, to 
^mnithoae loana. The poKticiana, the preasea, eren the pnlpita, endea^ 
▼ored to imprcoa the pnblio with the oj^nion that it waa immoral, and 
wkked, to ftimiah ftmda to proaeeate a war bo u^nst, and which had 
been dftftlaiM^i as they inaiwtftd, from motiTCB moat uiworthy. Thia coaiae 
ni the oppoaition, atimnlated the adTocatea of the Administration to exert 
•reiy nenre, to proonre the neccBsary fhx^ IndividoalB and banks made 
loana to the ftaU extent of all tiieir means. The banks were soon led tft 
belicTelhat it waa a test of patriotism to be liberal in their adTancea. 
they were niged, nay almost be^nped, by the Administratidn, to take np 
kana. The oonseqnenoe was, that the banks extended their loans to 
fasar u BMi U ; and to individoala, beyond the limita which their specie 
would Justify. Let it nerer be fcvgotten, that without the paper of these 
baidu, a barrel of floor, a load of aramonition, or even a flint, ooqld not 
be pQ^ohased for yonr army or navy. Peace was restored in 1816 ; it 
found some of the banks already not paying specie; many othen soon 
afterwards sqspended snch payments also. This, so fiir tem being di^ 
eoontenanced by the gOTcmmelkt, was most certainly winked at, if not 
mKpnaAj approved. 

A depredatiott in the valne of .the notes of these banks was the necea- 
aary oonseqnenoe of snspending specie payments, and the same political 
party, which declared the war, still censtitated l^e majority, and endea* 
rond to devise some plan to restore a soond corrency to the country. 
-The plan devised was the instrumentality of this bank. The object waa 
n&t gain to the stockholders, but the high purpoee of ngul(U%%g the eur» 
r0»ioy^ through the power of this agent. Ihe government had five direc- 
tora, and the stockholders twenty, and at the head of the directory, waa 
placed aman of hi^ respectability— one of ao much character, that if I 
mistake not, at one period during the war,- he acted as the hted of three 
of the exeentiTe departments at die same time. 

The bank commenced its operations, and instead of aiming, by a pnn 
dent, steady, and wise poKcy, to attain the dtjeot for which it was crei^ted, 
it united with the State banks, .in extending accommodations to indivi* 
dnak, and in inoreaaing the iasues of bank paper to a moat unreasonable 
extent. Spede payments- were resumed, it is true. Branches of thia 
bank were eatabliahed in aeveral of the Btatea: those estaUished in the 
West^ with which I had the only acquaintance, were not ftmished 
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one doOar of actual oapitaL The oashier waa aent to eatabliah a bnuMih, 
ftmiished With drafta for the pnblio moneys deposited in the State tMUiks, 
and with a power to collect the floating capital in the oonntrj, by dniw« 
Ibq^ upon the banks in 1h6 Eastern mUes. In place, then, of aiding State 
banks to continne specie payments, when resumed, this rery bank with* 
drew the means of enabling, them to do so. In plaee of inducing them to 
curtail, by prudent means, their issues, ah'eady too great, they were 
encouraged' to increase ibm dronlation still more. ' The immense amount 
of money in circulation g&ve an artificial value to eyerything. Orer- 
trading was caitied to such an extent, that all idea of the true standing 
and credit of men, in society, was lost sight of. Oitiea were improved, 
and villages sprung up, as if by enchantment; each little town was fbr- 
Dished with more merchants than were sufficient to have done the 
business of the whole country in which it was situated. This artificial 
state of things could not last. As soon as there was a demand for specie, 
the oountexH^nrrent commenced. The United States Bank began a rapid 
curtailment, to aave itself firom open bankruptcy ; it broke up State banks 
and individual customers. The State banks broke up their customers; 
many of them were forced to suspend ligain specie payment^ and a 
depreciated currtenoy was imposed upon the community. Some of the 
State banks never afterwards resumed specie payments; and a souid 
onrrenoy was not again restored to the country until from 1824 to 1896, 
Where, in 1817 and 1818 there appeared nothing but wealth, prosperity, 
and oo^lfort, in 1819, 1820, and for some time after, there was one scene 
of pressure, distress, bankruptcy, and ruin. And all this grew outof the 
incorporation of this bank, and transferring to it the power of refftUatk^ 
the cufrenoy* Th^ country "was flooded with a paper currency when It 
suited the bank to make property high ; and the whole dreulating medium 
was withdrawn, when it was the interest of the bank to reduce property 
hi value. What assurance can we have that the operations of this bank 
will not, again, be directed to individual gain, diould the charter be 
prolonged t 

This bank waa vested with its extensive powers for hif^ governmental 
purposes^ It is admitted that the State banks, generally, are compTetdy 
ih its powec, and under ite control. All these immense powers have 
been, in some instancy used for the purposes of individual gain, at the 
expense of the community. Society at luge is -unsafe while it is in the 
power of a board of directors of this bank to fix what value they please 
upon property, by making the common standai^ of value, th^ cironkting 
joedium, plmty or seoiiM.^ 

Mr. President, the conduct of this bank well Juslifled the Seeretaiy 
of the Treasury in using the power given him by the 16th fraction of 
the act of hicorporation, if he thought Ijt mumd poUay to withdraw the 
public deposit 
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' I 'Will not w«aty the Sefnate by travelling oyer the whole of the reasons 
he has assigned fi>r the removal, bat will only adveit briefly to some 
whidi, to my mind, would be satisfiietory. 

The bank, as the fiseal agent, violated the 4nist reposed in it, by not 
paying' the three per oent stock a^ directed. • 

A sMnunaiy of the leading faots shows this to have been the case : Tht 
administration determined to pay a portion ef this stock, at a given time; 
the bank wae fhmished with the necessltry funds, and instructed to make 
the payment. Instead of complying with these instn^ctions, it negotiated 
with the owners of the stock, to induce thetn not to apply for payment at 
the time specified, but to delay the appBoationlbr some eight or twtive 
months, and promised that jt, the bank, wwM pay the aiming interest 
I contend this was a violation of dnty^ for which the agent should have 
been dismissed. An individual owes^ anothe)r a sum c^ money, bearing 
interest; he determines to^y the debt^ and lift the bond: he ftaiishea 
his agent with the necessary fhnds, and instincts him to make the pe,f* 
jnent at a givoi period.r The agent disobeys his inatractions, and 
promises the creditor that if he will hold the bond twelve i^onths lohger, 
he will pay the interest What ought the principal to do in such cadet 
I aay, dismiss the agent And it should have been done in this case, 
with the less hesitation, because here the age&t sought its own interest^ 
at the time the instniotions were violated. The usee, to which tiie bank 
Implied the money, yielded a profit of six per cent And the stock 
bom ^ interest of. only three ; so that the bank Woi^d pocket the 
diffcirenoeb 

Again. As I have already stated, this bank was established fbr the 
high purposes c/tre$torinff 9 99w^ ewrrent^ to the communily, and tctp^ 
inff it mwnd. The Secretary tells us in his report, that it. commenced 
rapid curtailments in the month of August^ and continued them up to tiie 
fiiat of October ; that these curtailments compelM- the State banks to 
cortail likewise ;/ that the deposits of public moneys enabled) it to aooch 
mulate large, balances against the State 1i)ankB,'and for those balances it 
vraa drawing the specie; that a continuanoe of this system a short time 
knger, would have .compelled the State banks to have suspended spede 
payments, and visited the trading part of tlie oommunitf' with bank^ 
raptcy and ruin. This state, pf flicts, the troth of whioh I see n6 
leason to' doubt, ftindahed two satisfkotory catises for nhAnging the 
deporits. 

Again. One otject of vesting this oorpOMion with these eztraviigant 
powers, iff» Pru^ was- about to be violated. These powers were exerted 
iir sudi a manner, as to ^compda suspension of spede payments, which' 
woold inevitably have led to a depredated currency. This was a hrea^ 
9(f'ik^ UruMt, and the Secretary had a right to ward ofif the mischicif, by. 
withdrawing the public funds, which were the instruinents employed by 

9 
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the bank, for t}ie ao^mpliahment of its pnrpofld.* Upon primeiple, it 
•iiBeiBB t0 me the Seoretary had a-ri^t to esecciae hia power to mainitaim 
a sound onrrency, and it has bem abundantly shown that Mr. Crawford, 
when Beoretary, often ^erted the like power to aooomplish the same 
object Bnt it has been argne^ that Hr. OrawfoM did ndt claim 
power by virtne of this 16th section, bnt by virtue of the joint 
adopted daring the same session. To this argom^it by onr opponeots, I 
submit 'two answers. Ist It is a mistske to si^pose that Mr. Orawfwd' 
did not diaim this power in virtue of th0 16th section. Some at his kit> 
ters. referred to by oth^r gentlemen, riiow expressly, as I think, -tiiat* this 
power was claimed and exerdsed in virtue of this very section. 8d. If I 
.am mistaken in this, and the power was exercised in virtue of the reso- 
lution, the same power is still, eontinaed to the present Secretary. Tb» 
resolution is not temporary^but permanent.^ It is unlimited oi to tim$. 
It authorises the Secretary to adopt such measures as he may judge 
necessary, to procure a sound currency. Of what use Would it be io 
enable banks to resume speoie paymentB^ and afford a sound oomnoy, 
unless suc}i payments are continued. The same means, therefore, whidi 
oould Ifkwftilly be employed to preoure a sound currency, may lawfbBy 
be used to cofttinue such a currency. If, then, Mr. Orawford could 
rightfully '^am/^ th4» public moneys to Btatc banks, to enable them t9 
mtdbliih a- sound currency, so oould Mr. Taney to enabAe them to mam* 
taSnit, • - - 

•Again. If I am mistaken in this, from the sam^ iSucts anodier reasen 
is furnished, wiiich juSttfies the removaL It is admitted, by those ^o 
put the most limited construction upon the powers of the Secretasy, that 
he may and ought to vemove the pubMc monej[s whenever they are 
wuafe,. They say the power of removal is a. trusty and to be so used ss 
to, preserve the ftmd. Suppose this principle correct, for the sake otf the 
argument ' The, Secretary informs us, that the bank was pursuing a 
course in the commercial cities, which, if not checked, would have com- 
pelled the State banks to suspend specie payments, and have i^aoed in a 
state pf bankruptcy, the oommerdal conmiunity in those cities. Thes^ 
same merchants were the dtibUnt of the government upon -bond, for 
duties constantly falling due ; tiiese bonds when taken are a}ways d^K>» 
sit^ with the bank for collection; the government haa the same interest 
in its debtot continuing dbU to pay a bond tiius deposited; that it has in 
' preserving th|B money from loss, after it has been paid. Upon the prin^ 
dples assumed then; by honorable gentlemen who have argued on the 
other, side, it seems to me the Secretary might well remove the deposits, 
if by doing sa, it would protect the dehtan of the government fron^ that 
oppression practised by the bank, which would have ended in their bank^ 
ruptcy, and have defeated the payment of the bonds already in po8se8si<» 
ofthebahkfor collection. 1 " - 
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I oontend, ako^tAat the l>ank Rotated the spirit' of the Mh ihndi^ 
mental rale, contained in- the 11th section of its charter, which is in theee 
words : ^* The said corporadon shdl not, directly- or indirectly, deal or 
trade in anything except bills of exchange, gold or silver bollion, or In the 
sale qf goods, really and truly pledged, for money lent, and*not redeemed 
in dne time," ^. 

The bank is charged with having interfered in elections, and with 
having used its corporate fvnd$^ for the sake of defraying the titxpensea 
of publications intended to infloence public opinion/ The bank admits jt 
has expended various sums to protect itself against mfounded accnsa- 
tiona, and to enlighten public opinion as to the nature ai\d opei^tions of ^ 
the bank. By looking into the bank statements it will be found, that 
before the present Ohief Magistrate came into office, the expense aeooimt 
ibr printing, was only a few hundred dollars per annum. In the two 
years, 1881 and 1682, the expense account for "speeches In Oongres8| 
and other miscellaneous publications," was upwards of forty-one thousand 
ddllan. In the last of .those years was the presidential election. .TheA 
can be no mistake as to fiicts ; in this case they are shown, and openJIy 
admitted by the hank. The Justification it sets up is, that it was attadced 
by the President, and that it had a right to defend itself. The resolu- 
tions of the board show, that the dirtotote authorixed the president of the 
bank to expend money without limitation, for such- purpose. Kow I am 
willing to admit that a corporadon may defend itsdf^ by publishing a 
contradiction, or giving an eflq)la9ation of any cha^ made against it by 
any person whatever ; but there I say it must stop. It has no ri^t, by 
any expenditure of its eorpordte funds^ to enlighten, ^r.regul|ite publio 
opinion on the science of banking. 

How doea the bank say the President attacked it? .In his different 
messages toOongiess. These communications it was his duty to make .if 
they contained his sentiments, and he believed it for the public intereei 
that these opinions shoQld be made known to the national legislature; 
and against such oommunioatioQs, the corporation had no right to make 
publications, or cause them to be made by others. If the' bank is useM 
to the public, if its operations are beneficial to the oonmiunity, that cotp- 
munity and its public agents will advocate its utility. The^indiv|dua]s 
composing the corporation, have the rights, and are allowed the sam» 
powers, through the press, or by other meaiis, to defend their interests, 
that other individuals have, but they have not the additional right, tp 
use their corporate, fbnds for the same purposes. This would give the 
dorporation such an advantage over IndivijdQals, as to bear them down, by 
the mere force of' money. The corporation has no right to use a dollar 
for any purpose not specified in the charter, or necessary to give eiSeoi 
to some purpose specified; The matters, in which the corporation may 
trade, or deal, are specified. AH others are forbidden. It has no right 
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to deal in "speecbes,** in *^ addresses*^ to State LegiBktnres, or it^ rals- 
boUaneonfl publications.** If it bas a rigbt to expend money in pnrebas- 
Ing tbenif it has a rigbt to inake money by eelUng thto. Why not set up 
a bookstore? The principle is the saAie. Kay, worse. The real object 
is, to tirade ih public opinum. Not to bny "golden opinions,** but to 
procure opinions by the use of gold. 

Honorable senators who argne on the other side, say the bank cairhaye 
no inflnenoe in elections, that there is a pr^ndice against moneyed insti- • 
tutions, and that, in a canvass, they wonld rather hare the bank against, 
than for them« I think very differently. A bank can, and oiften has a 
oontrolung inflnenoe, and the more dahgerons, because it is often nnseen ; 
and if eVer I should be engaged in a oont^t for popular favor, J would feel 
much more ftafe with the friendship, than with the enmity of tlie bank. 

The honorable senator from Georgia who has so ably and so eloquently 
sustuned the course of the Administration, thinks the bank can never in- 
fluence public opinion, and adduces the result of the last presidential 
election, as a proof of the correctness of this opinion. Mr. President, t 
admit the bank did interfere in the last election Ibr President; that it 
i^ared no pains or expense, to influence the public opinion against the 
present Chief Magistrate, and I admit he was elected by an overwhelm- 
ing minority ; but I deny that this was any proof that the bank has no in- 
fluence,' on ordinary occasions, where mep of common standing, and or- 
dinary services, are competitors. The popularity of the successful candi- 
date, is not of the ordinary kind — it does not rest on the oommon fouid- 
ation. His public services commenced when he was yet a boy. At the 
otiose of the Revolution, he w^ an orphan, without tdatives, but not un- 
known, or without friends. His services and his conduct had already 
attracted the attention of some.' With his manhood commenced a series 
of pubHc services and employments, which have been continued through- 
out a long life, and o^e for usefUness, having hardlynny parallel. From 
these services, the roote of his popxilarity struck deep, and extended far 
among the people of the United States. They were watered by the sweat 
of many toils, they were strengthened by numerous and imminent perils, 
nptil fin^y, on the plains of Kew Orleans, he was presented in an aspect, 
and his character procbdmed to the world in peak of thunder; accompanied 
by blaxes of lightning, that at the same time astonished, and drew teta 
c^ Joy from the eyes of patriots within these walls. These* iervioes em- 

Sdded him in th^ hearts of his oountrymen, and enthroned him in their 
eotions. They fited the conviction in public opinion, that he possessed 
a strength of mind, which the eloquence of Demosthenes cannot mislead"; 
an integrit;^, which the wealth of Orceeus cannot corrupt, and a firmneM| 
whidi the daring boldness of Catiline cannot intimidate. Tell me not, 
then, that the result of this election is a proof that the bank can have no 
influence. In this instance, all ages and sexes knew and appreciated thft " 
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•erdoes of the sncoesBftil candidate. Ton can ksrdly find a boy twelve 
yean of age, who cannot tell yon something of them. But let a eanvaaa 
eommenoe, in which the bank feels an interest; let the oompetitoca be 
men whose character ^and worth are only known to few public men with 
whom they may have been as^odatad, and we may witness a veiy difO^n* 
ent result. 

Honorable senators cannot perceive how the bank, through the use of 
money can influence public measures. Mr. President^ ^^ Money is tbe roo4 
of all evil.^* Men desire it, because it standa in plape of everything eke. 
With it, we can decorate our own perso^ps, and gratify the wishes of our 
ikmilies. With it, we can, as ye think, procure almost ever/ temporal eom«( 
fort While we are men, it is vain to ta& of us as though w^ were angelfk 
I can ima^ne many cases, in whi^h the use of money might have a de^ 
dded influence on tbe conduct of men esteemed virtuous and enlightened, 
I have no fear of the influence of this bank, because it will go, or send 
others to buy votes, among the mass of the people, by giving five dollars 
to one, ten dollars to another, or twenty to & third. . No sir. « My appre- 
hensions from its influence are of a different description. Two years ego, 
this bank applied for a renewal of ita^arter ; you [Mr.King,of Alabamai 
in the chair], and I, both opposed it. We voted against it, and used our 
best exertions to defeat it It now seeks a restoration of the deposits, 
and an extension of its charter. We came her^ determined to vote 
agunst it, upon all points, and such we believe to be the sentiments, 
and wishes of those we represent. Shortly after our arrival, you are in- 
formed that your crop of cotton has &Ilen fur short of what yon expected, 
and that its price is much lower than you ai^Ucipated. You had con- 
tracted a debt, say for tea thousand dollars, which you had directed your 
manager to pay from th^ proceeds of this crop. He informs you the crop 
has failed; that your creditor needs, and must have his money. (I beg 
your pardon for using your name for my illiistration, take my own.) 
Here I am, without any more means*than will bear current expenses, and 
here I ihuat stay nntil the business of the public is finished. What is to 
be done f I must borrow if I can, but from whom? Local banks have ex- 
tended as far as they dare go, I need not apply, to them. The United 
States Bank has means, and cou^d accommodate, but I think it will not ; 
it knows I have done, and will continue to do, all I can to disappoint ita 
wishes. I make my case known to my friends — ^they advise me to apply 
to this bank ; that it does not proceed upoA the selfish and illiberal prin- 
ciples attributed to it. T prepare my note, my friends endorse it, and I 
niake my application. The officers tell me they can spare the mon^ 
very conveniently ; that they know the debt would be good, but if the 
loan was made, it might not in the end be an accommodation; that tbe 
bank is struggling for its existence, against all the infiuepce the executive 
can bring to bear— already have the public deposits been removed; therO 
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I0 DO'oerteinty ihey will be restored^ and if ttiej are, imless tbe csiArte^ 
Is prolonged, they mnat be arranging their oonoerhs for its determtniction ;' 
therefore, if they nuike tlie loan, ^ey can give no assurance how long 
they can continue the accommodation ; that they kno'vf I haye been op- 
posed to t)ie bftok, upon principle^ and expect me to continner so, bat 
that oircnmstance can make no difference; that it wonld give them as 
Hinch. pleasure to accommodate me, aa-if I were a friend to the instita- 
Hon, provided they oonld do so. Hy credit is in Jeopardy — ^I need, and 
must have the money; I determine to take it, and run the risk of being 
kiw>me way enabled to repay it, wl^^n called upon. With the money, I 
retuni with a light heart to my lodging, and enclose it to my corresp^- 
dent at home, with instructions to lift my bond. My mind dwells upon 
tiie transaction, and I begin to conclude .after all, this bank is not so bad 
as it has been represented : its conduct has at ^ Events been more liberal 
to me than I had any reason to expect I come to the Senate the next day, 
and listen ftttentively to the arguments adduced to prove, thlat the Pres- 
ident, in removing these deposits, has violated the public faith ; that he 
has Vidated the chartered rights of this corporation; that he has usurped 
a power hot vested in him by the Oonstitution or laws, and that if * such 
conduct receives no rebuke, the government will be changed, and all 
power concentrated in the hands of one frum^ who will be & tjrrant or a 
deBpot These arguments n^ake a deep impression ; I reflect upon them: 
fhey acquire additional force, and I am sure they would have been satb- 
filctory to my Constituents, if they ctmld haVe heard them; more eq;)e- 
oially as the question of ^^Bank or no Bank,'* is not involved.' The ques- 
tibn is, ^^ Constitution or no ConitUutiorty'*' *^ Liberty or Slayery.** My 
mind settles down in favor of restoring the deposits; I so vote, and the 
deposits are restored. What next? The State banks have extei^ded their 
loans, on the strength of these deposits, which are now to be withdhiwn. 
These accommodations must be rapidly curtailed; these curtailments 
produce bankruptcies, and unmeasured distress in society : the funds ne- 
cessary to protect these banks, against the Bank of the United States, are 
tak^n from them, and placed in the hands of an enraged rival ; through 
these ftinds large balances are immediately accumulated against them; 
the specie is all withdrawn from some one, and it is compelled to suspend 
flpecie ^payments: this creates a "panic," which produces a run upon all, 
uid ends in a general suspension of specie |>ayment8. Here is a new state 
of things ; a depreciated local currency. If we have bank noteft at all, 
they oi^bt to be of that description, that five dollars Tiere, wifl be five 
doUaca ^cerywhore in the Union; neither I nor my constituents, will be 
content to handle as money, rags and trash, with a pocket full olT which a 
man could not pay for his breakfast. Up eomes the great question for 
renowing or, elongating the charter of this bank ; " Bank or no Bank,*! 
and what dm I now to dot This is precisely similar to the state of things 
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eziiied m 181j6. As a stateBinai), I jwdsi adapt my legialatiQii.to 
tbe. oirontnstanceB in wiiioh I find mj country. In the like oiroamstanoei, 
men of the strongest intelleot, most ooltivated minds, purest patriot- 
iam, and nnsoUied c&araotera, gave np their oonstitdtional scrnples, and 
Ibr the sake of purifying the *^ correnc^r," «stal»lished this bank ; for the 
like reasons I will lay down my old opinions, and vote to cpntinne it, 
Xhe session doses, and before I go home, I oall at the bank to make some 
arrangement relative to my loan, until I jcstai return at the neit'session, and 
pay the debt. The officers tell me tilings have taken a direction, which 
they did not anticipate ; fortunately public i(gents have seen tie pnUic 
interest, in its true light; the bank has had its charter enlarged; its busi* 
neas wiH b^ continued, and must of necessity require the services of soma 
professional nan, as its legal adyiser and attorney, that it will be ^nsidered 
a favor if I wiUaccept my note as a retaining fee. . Thus the matter ends* 
Now, wba will venture in the case supposed,, to charge me with corrup- 
tion, and yet does not every one feel^ and tee that money was the cause 
of idl these operations thronghAwhich the mind passed? We must take 
man as he is; if properly constituted, acts of kindness will have their in- 
ftoenee upon him, and none can certainly say, to what extent they may 
terry him. Who can be unmoved, while his ^^'enemy-is heaping coals of 
fire upon his head,'^ by doing him acts of kindness, which add to his com- 
forts f Few, if any, who are composed of the common materials. 

ICr. President: It appearato me that the Secretary of the Treasmy, 
for the reasons which I have stated, as weU as^for those which have 
beefk stated by others, and which, I have no incUnation to repeat, had 
the power to remove the public moneys from- the Bsjuk of the United 
States, and place them in other banks ^r safe-keeping; and that the 
eondnct of the bai^ Justifies the exercise of that power. • But, when he 
eame to form an opinion whether it was (food policy to exereiee »£, or not| 
a question was presented, ' upon which the warmest fiiebds of the 
Administration, and tiie sternest oppoeers of the bank, might teeU and 
konmUy entertain tarioiu opiniane: The immense powers of this bank 
— 4ts great capacity to do good, or infiict evils upon this community, 
and the unyielding determination it had manifested to procure a renewal 
of itS'charter, if possible, might well make the prudent, the timid, if yon 
choose, decline Its exercise. But the deposits have been removed, and 
with me the qnestien now is, is it good policy to restore them. I say 
«o. I am opposed to -prolon^g the charter of this bank; I wish its 
concerns closed when the charter expires. It is said- the- country is 
distressed. I believe it The deposits have been removed into State 
banks, and accommodations have been extended on the strength oi these 
depofl&ts. If the deposits are restored these accommodations must be . 
withdrawn. This will make the. confusion greater, and add to tJie 
distresses. The United States Bank is under no necessity, as has been 
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eleariy demoDBtrated by the senator froia Ifiaaoori, to onrtail its aooon^ 
modationB any farther at present If the deposits are restored, the bank 
will be under no obligadoos to grant any inoressed aocomoiodataonA on 
aooonnt of them : if it does^ they mnst be limited in- amount, «nd to 
abort periods; If the bank is to be wound up it must collect jts debts, 
and pay what it owes. By restoring the. deposits, yon put the State 
banks in the power of this bank to destroy them, and to oompel them 
to suspend spede payments at will. This power, I fear,, would be 
exerted, if it were belieyed that that was the most eertain mode in 
whioh to procure a renewed charter. 

The honorable senator from Massachusetts thinks the deposits, txag^t 
to be restored, and the bank rechartered, and tiiat this is an effectual 
plan to relieve a. distressed community. With the opinions he enteiw 
t^ns, his policy is sound. He is oorrect throughout, and consistent 
If I believed ss he does, that wa had .power to charter a bank, and that 
this bank was an essential agent for the government, and its operations 
a blessing to the community, I would go with him and say, the deposits 
ought not to have been removed ; they oug^t to be restored ; the bank 
rechartered; and society put at rest But, believing we have no auch 
power Xand if we had, that it ought not to be exercised), to restore these 
deposits, would, I think, aggravate existing distresses, and make ^^oon- 
ftasion worse confounded.'* 

Mr. President, it has been ui^ed, that if there has been any impro- 
priety in the conduct of the bank, siysh conduct will find a justification 
in the conduct of the Chief Magistrate ; that he has been gmlty of an 
usurpation of powers that his course .has been tyrannical; that he has 
violated chartered rights, the Oonstitution of his conhtry, and fJie public 
faith. These ar^ high charges, made with great freedom, and maintained 
by distinguished ability. I am, not among the number of those who find 
fiiult with this course, on the part of those opposed to the Administra- 
tion. Our liberty depends on the &eedofn with which we examine the 
conduct of those in high offices. If the charges are not well fonndedi 
making them cannot do harm to those against whom they are made; 
and If well founded, society is benefitted by having thdr misdeeds pub- 
lidy exposed. The. whole of these charges rest upon the supposition 
that the President has oiswned and exereued powere^ with which he was 
not vested by the Oonstitution or laws of the United States. 

We are here naturally led to inquire, what has he done, and what is 
the nature or character of the power he bee exeitised. 

He has removed one 8e5retary of the Treasury and appointed another. 
He called upon the directors of the Bank of the United States, which, 
With the advice and consent of Uie Senate, he had appointed, to veport 
10 him the manner in which the business of that institution had been 
eonducted and was hekig conducted. After be received their report, he 
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determiDedlhal tlie pvbiio moneyB to fue oolleotefi after the let Ootober 
kst, ehoiild not be deposited in that bank, bat placed in other blinl» for 
ttffB-iMpiff^ until oaUed.fcnr taeatiafy appropriationB mlide by Oongreaau 
The whole power then, whidi the Preudent has undertaken to ezeroiae, 
ia neither more nor leas than thife, that he, aa the Ohief Magistrate, haa 
^e power to oonitriM the Gonstitotion and laws «f the United States, to 
endeaypr to ascertain their trae meaning, and then carry that meaning into 
fffeot, so £v as depends .upon his own action, pr the action of those infe- 
rior officers appdnted to aid him in the discharge of his ezeontiTe duties. 
It appears evident to me that he possesses this power, and Uiat his who^s 
duties consist in ezerdeing soch powers/ He, therefore, has not assumed 
or taken upon himself to exercise* any power, whioh^ in its nature, h« 
did not possess. In itreacerdse. he may *be mistaken ; he may tynk ther 
framers of the Oonstitotion.or law meant one thing, when they intonded( 
another ; but this would only be an eiVor in . jadgmei\t, if unintentional, 
or an abuse of power, if designed '.in neither case would it be an 
ammnpUim of unauthorized power. In what manner then did he exert 
tlua power f He sought the necessary information to enable him and 
the Secretary of the TirQasury to form a cotrect opinion, ^iviiether.tha 
power givea to the Secretary, in the 16th section of the act incorpio* 
Mting the bank, to remove the public deposits, ought to be exerted 
<« not When this information was obtained, he came to the condusioil 
that the public interest require^ that they should be removed. The 
then Secretary of vthe Treasury came to the conduaiou' that the deposits 
ought not to he removed, and Uiat as he was the officer appointed by 
the act to give, the order, he was constituted the $olejudff6^ and that the 
President had no power to control him. He, therefore, refused to gite 
the &rder^ and refhsed to resign: the President dismissed him, and 
tf^inted another, whp agreed with him in opinion,, and ordered thsr 
deposits to be removed. Had the President a constitutional power to do 
this f I have no douht h® possessed the power. ,By the first- section of 
the second article of the Oonstitution, the executive power is vested in 
the President of .the IJnited States. In every government there are ^100 
general oUsses of powdr; one to make the law, the other to execute it. 
. By our Constitution this latter class, is subdivided into Judicial land 
executive. We, therefore, have three great departments: 

1. Congress, to make laws, with the aid of the President, upon aU sub- 
jects confided, by the Constitntion, to the general government. 
. 2. The Juiiiciary, to expound and enforoe, or execute the laws confide^ 
to that dei^artment. 

Sw And the executive power, which is vested in the President, and 
comprehends the^idiole executive power given by the Constitution, aiid 
BOt exprsssely conferred somewhere else. 

The whole Judicial power is vested in a Supreme Court, and such info* 



rior oonrto as OongreM may, from time to time, ordun end ert^fblisb* 
The Treasary department beiongs to the ezeontiye departmuit, bj tiio 
OonatitutioD. It has no connei^on with* the power of making 'laws, 
theMore, belongs tiot to the legblative department. ' It belongs not to 
th^ Supreme, or to any inferior- eomt, therelbre, n no part of th« jodi- 
daiy. .'The only renUdni^g department is the exeoattTe, to which it 
must belong. 

It appears evident to me^ that the framers of the Oonstitntion intended 
fhM the executiye power should be vested in one head, who wonld bd 
bonnd Jiot only to discharge,- fiiithfhlly, all his ^wnpermmal duHm^ but 
likewise shonld be clothed with 4he necessary powers to compel the infs^ 
rior officers in tAe wecutite department, to perform theirs likewiseC' 
The President is bound to see that.the laws are faithftdly executed. This 
gives him no powi&r over the Judiciary. The courts hare thdr appro^ 
priate duties confided to them by the laws and the Oonstitution, and 
discharge them independently of the ezecutiye. ' Bat aH executive 
officers falling within the executive department, he has, and most have, 
a power to controL The heads of departments are appointed by him; 
they can only be displaced by him, or by imp^hment and eonvictioi. 
If the Secretary of the Treasury should put an improper construction 
upon a revenue law, tmd wonld neither pjve up his oonstmction, nor 
retire, he might defeat the coUectibn of the whole revenue before Con- 
gress would be in session, unless the President had the ix>wer of remov? 
ing him. In this very case, .suppose the President had beKeved the whole 
of the money in the bank would be wasted before tiie session of Congress, 
and had called upon the Secretary to remove them, and he had refused, 
saying, he eonscientioualy believed there was no danger, and the Presi- 
dent had yielded, from a belief that he had no power to remove him, in 
bu<)Il« case, and the money had been aH wasted. Would any gentieman 
Justify the President f think notf When they oonsdentiously -di»> 
agree, one must yield, or retire, and that should bethesftbonfinate; 
otherwise we have no executive government, of any practical utility. 
There is one thing in which I think Mr. Duane was tight, and that is. in 
not giving the order for removal, unless he had b^n oopvinced his 
opinion against the removal was Wrong; but his error^ as I think, con- 
sisted in not withdrawing ^m the department. While he believed a 
proper case was not made for the t*emoval,> and that a public injury 
would be done by the removal, no consideration ought to have induced 
him to sign an order for such a purpose. Bjut i^ the President bdieved 
they ought to be removed, and that a great pubUc ii\jnry would reaqlt 
from permitting ^em to itemain, and his Secretary would neither give 
the.o^er nor^retire, I thiiik h[e had the power to remove him. 

But, Mr. President, altiiough I tbink the Chief Magistrate does possesa 
tUs power, yet Ibelieve it is o&e to be exercised with g^eat caution, and. 
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only in eaaes whera he la dearly ooiiYinoed tilie public interests demiUid 
its ezerdM. This point has been so frflly examined^ and abty mahi- 
tained by gentlemen who have preceded me, that I Irill no longer dweH 
upon it. *.'..•• 

Had the President a fig^t to call upon the gorinnunent direetors, i£nd 
te receive reportB from them, of .the manner in whieh the business of thd 
bank had been oondnctedf Some honorable memben have denied that 
he had. On a former oooaston, I stated my'^donbts as to their eonstroo- 
tion of the charter. ' Since then, I have examined it widi more attention, 
and aih satisfied their limited oonstrnetion is inaccnrate. I 'wiU, aa 
briefly 'as I'^can, st&te the reasons which have led t6 the opinion I 
•ntertun. 

In onr ezaminstidn,of the act incoiporating this bank, we onght never 
to forget, that the very (djeots of its creation were high natioiial ones. To 
vmliOT€ and preterte a sonnd circnlAting medium to the coriimnnity, and to 
aot as fiscal agwit, in i:eceiving and paying out the publio moneys. To 
accomplish these important- objects, there are to be twenty-five directors 
to manage the institution ; five of these were- to b^ appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and eonsentof the Senate. These 
directors are to hold, their appointments jfor one year, and until others 
are Appointed ; and an express po#er is given to tiie President to twwm 
the five. government directors, within the year, if he believes the |>Qblio 
interest teqmres it. By the 1st section, the United States are to sdbscribe 
%n asMfUy th&uiond ihareiy equal to seven millions of dollars, which is 
one fifth of the whole capitaL By the 7th section of the $ci, the stock- 
holders ire vested with a power to make swdtt by-laws, ndea, and regl^- 
latidns, for the government of the corporation, and for the management 
of its affairs, aa- to them lAay seem proper, not inconsistent with the 
OonstitQtiofl or laws. ' In the making of these by-laws, ordinances, rales,, 
and regulations, the United States irere to'have.n^ wfiee^ no' vote. By 
the 6th rale in the 11th seotioli, it is provided that a number of stock- 
holders, n6t less than iixty,- who* together shall be proprietors of one 
thooaand shares, or upwards, shaU have the power at any time, to call a 
general meeting of the stockholders, for purposes relative to th^. insti- 
tntion, giving at least, ten weeks' notice, in two public newspapers of the 
place where the bank is sealed, and specifying in eadi notice, the object 
or objects of euch meeting. By this provision, sixty stockholders owning 
ofie thousiind shares, can cal^a general meeting- whenever they have 
reason to fear t^eir bonness is mismanaged. Thejr can call thoir direetor^ 
to aecoiknt amd oBtamint into their ^ehole pro^geding$, and make any alte»- 
ationa or regulations they think their interests may require^ At this 
general lAeeting, the United Biat» Breunrepreeent^ ; ihey hsYenotaiee; 
they have no 90te^ they have no penon to tUtend:, either to reedve, or to 
giye apy information, althon^ they own eeoenty- thoueand Mkatee^ worth 
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«MMi millfOM. Is it possible for na to^appose the exeontiTe branch- c^ 
the ipevemm^nt was intended to be exchided from aU knowledge ci 
t)ie manner in which the iustitation was oonducted ( that the United 
States, owning one^ffth of the. whole stock, should have no voioe ia 
making lau» for the govemmeni of the directorBf and no means of know- 
ing whether they epi\formed their eondnot to the laws or not; warn 
especially that they should . have no means of knowing whether the 
poliqy prescribed and porsned, was likely to carry into efeot the hig^ 
governmental purpose of preserving a soond. currency! I cannot think 
it possible. Such a construction I must be permitted to say, with great 
deference, would, in my judgment| b^ eetere r^teetion upon the enlig^t-. 
ened men who passed this act 

But }t we admit, which I think we ought, that they intended tiie Ave 
government directors should have an equal agency with atfy other egy^^ 
number of directors, in the management of the afiEairs of the bank, and 
t^t they should be "bound at any time, when 'called upon^by the exeoop 
tive, repreaentiug the United Stcttea, their eonetituente^ to report to him 
exactly the same information, wliich the private stookholdeiii at a genenl 
meeting might demand of their direcUnt^ then every thing is oonaistesl 
and reasonable. 

Hy construction is, I think, very much strengthened, by the proviaopa 
in the 28d sectioji, which enacts ^^ that it shall at all times be lawful few a 
committee of either house of Oongq^ss, appointed, for that purpose^ to 
inspect the books, and examine into the proceedings of the oorporatipa 
hereby enacted, and to report whether *the provisions of this charter have 
been by the same violated or not ; and whenever any committee, as afore* 
said, shall find and report, or the Preeidont qf the United States ehaU haoe 
reaeon to Mi&oe^ that the charter haa«been violated, it may be lawful for 
Oongress to direct, or the President to order, a ^cire /acioi to be siued 
out," dro.' It must, I think, strike every one reading this section, with 
greatt force^ that complete povrer is given to Oongress to acquirethe meet 
precise, information, to enable it to judge whether the cduuier has been so 
fkr violated, as to jmake the issuing a edre faoiae necessary. In the same 
aection a power is given to the President, to direct a eeire faeiae^ if he 
hoe reaeon.to lelieve the charter is violated. From what source is he to 
acquirb a knowledge of facts upon which to found his opinion i Not the 
report <tf the committee. Congress is to act upon it, if any person. II 
urould be absurd to suppose that it was intended Oongress should procore 
the information, and not to order any eoirejhoiae^ and that tiie Pk^sident 
diould upon the eaitifts report^ direct oue to be issued. Oongress was to act 
upon the report of its own committee; the President \o py^YSAdireeUon 
upon information derived from some« other source, and that source is tiU 
tepoTt,<if:the direotore whom he Had appointed, and had a power to 
remove^ for &itblefls or unwise conduct. This oonstruction,is finrther com 



, UlllTJg> STAGES pAint* 141 

I 

firmed mHen we see in the same Bectibn, fhrt !h tde «0t>tf ,/b«uit die fkcte 
whksh it Is sappoeed hare oonstitated a Tiolation of the charter, must ^e sot 
dowm BO pr€oi$etf^ that an issae can be taken npon them, and tried by a 
Jury, ' What has been alleged in fiivor of the opposite coostraction-? 
Nothing, except tiiat it is said, the five goyermnent directors shall, with 
the other twenty, manage and direct the bank. To single out a single 
CKptession or paragraph, and fix the meaning fi^m that alone, is not the 
sound role of interpretation ; we mnst tiake the whole act, compare one 
part with another, and fix the peai^pgr ffotn the' context. Or what is 
atin more correct ; we mnst ascertain the spirit and meaning of the act, 
end giv« it sneh interpretation aa wiH ^ve eff^ect to the will of the Itfw- 
g^er. If my construction needs fhrther aid, Ita correctness is proved 
beyond qnestion, by the debates when the act was nnder consideration. 
Tlftose who opposed that provision in the- charter which allows direc^(»a 
to be appointed, insisted' the provision should be stricken out, because 
these directors would be ^^spias,*' and informers. The friends- to the pro^ 
vision say it ought to be' retained, because we want these directors aa 
'* sentinels on the watch tower,*^ to give information. By what rule then 
is it that we are t6 say the executive has violated the charter, in calling 
fbr tiiese reports, or the director for having made them? By none here- 
tofore recognized as a sound one.' The true rale is, to aooertain what the 
legislature intended when they were enacting the laV, and then -say, that 
Is its constmotion now. Uyviewof this snbjeot is rendered still mora 
certain by the opinion of a distinguished gentieiman from New York, who 
Was at the head of a most respectable committee of the House'of Represen* 
tatives, in November, IdjLS. They had given this charter, and the pitK 
oeedings of the directors under it, a laborious examination, and had 
maturely considered the whole, subject. ' One paragnqph, in their report, 
tonnected with a proposition of Mr. Bpencer, the ehidrman, shortiy 
afterward shows conclusively, his opinion upon this point. The report 
la in theae words : ^ Two by-laws of the bank, seem to your committee 
to deserve notice ; one of them that no dis6ounts shall be made without 
the consent of three-fofurtha of the directors present,^ and another, "that 
no director shall^ without espeoial authority^ be permitted to inspect the 
cash account of any person with the bank. These by-laws appear to ' 
rpnder nugatory the provisions of the charter authorizing the appoint- 
Blent by the government of one-fifdi of the yhole number of directors, 
and are different firom the provisions, in that leepeet, by the former Bank 
of the United Btatea, although most ^f the local Iwnka in FhiladeiphiA 
have similar regulations. Should a state of things exists in which the 
atookholders should deem their interest hostile to that of the nation, such 
provisions as these stated would render the government directors mm 
tpectaton of the proceedings of the board." 
The propodtion afterwards submitted by Mr. Spencei^ contained varioua 
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siaetfln, intended an amendments of th» charter ; the Stli i$ in 1Ii«m wor4s: 
^^^Iliat no bjrlftw of the jBaid coiporation^. shall- exehids th$ dir^eton 
appointed by the-gevemment, from a JkiU knowledge of aU the oonoema 
of the bank, and of the,aeconnt» of everjr person dealing with it ; and thai^ 
the assent of at least one pnblio director, shall be necessary to allow ai^ 
. disoonnt, and to render y9lid every act of the board of directors.^ 

By the report, it is obviona the dran^tsnaan and a m^ority of the 
eommittee, at least, were of ojnnioh that the government directors were 
hmind to report whatever^infemuition they oodd acqoire. Mr. 6penoer 
belie^«d that the by-laws restricted them too nmch, and that they ought 
to havtf access to every account in the b^nk, as well as the prkxUe aecounU 
of individuals, as the general accounts. Why enlarge the field in whtdi 
these directors were to ix>llect information,, unless they were at liberty to 
communicate all they ^ooold collect wheA required? Thus then, it seems 
i/y me, th^ context^ th^ spirit and meaning of the charter, compel us to 
oonclttdto, • Congress, intended the ^vemment directors should make 
reports, ^e friends' and enemies of the charter agre^ that (hat was the 
intention, at* the time the act was on its j^assage, and such has been con- 
sidered its construction i^ver since, until this controversy.. If th^ con- 
trary is now $ettied to be' its meaning, and the directors are not ai^ liberty 
to compiunicate any in&nnati^n ; if the whole prooeeidings of the board, 
and all the operations of this great moQey^ institution, in which' the 
government has so mui^ nt hazard, and which can so materially afibet 
every interest in jthd' oonununity, are to-be kept -profound ^Morvte^ their I 
must be ■permitted to believe it is* too odious, and too dangeroits, to be 
toi{erated one mcEbaent longer than we* are now oonq>eIle4 to allow it Xb 
exist. 

H^. President,! have now discharged adut^-, fiur firom^^leasing to myselt 
It was due to those who sent me, as weU as to others, that from my place 
in- this body, I should state the reasons tfppn wkicL I expect to rest my 
votes. Having done so,* I will only add my aoldiowlodgiiAnts ta t|M 
flenate, for their patient attention, after lilfe subject had been so long, and 
•BO ably discussed,, as to have left at hope that apything I ooold say, 
would be matter of interest eithec here or elaewiierQ. 



The following letter,, dated the day before the delivery of th^ 
speech, is of somd importance as sh^owing Judge White's sentiments 
as to the obligation resting upon him in regard to it The expression 
<tf his sentiments was a delicate task, l>ut one which his constituents 
expected him to peribrm ; and .lie acquitted himself satisfactorily to 
those with whom he acted, and in such a manner as to give no just 
caqse of offence to those who differed from him in opinion* He com- 
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fneiioeft waih Mme.Yery aound r^ectians tuggoeted by a diateimioii 
aifioQ^ 8(»iie of hi» friends in TenaeaBee : 

The m^orltj of men are selfish ; and w&enf ver tbeir plans for ,wealt^ 
or libnor are not seconded by.otfiers, their, hostility is snrei to manifeat 
itsdf ; but by bearing with them, saeh hostility will only last imtil they 
•ea tiiat the objeot of their wrath has again the power of giving' them 
asostanoe. ^en, simulated fHendship. again r^tilms, and all is well. 
The Hfe of a useful public man is pecessai^y one of saerifioes of ii^terest 
and feeliogs. By these sacrifices alone can he Uve down the daily slandei^ 
"with which he is loaded. 

On to-morroir, if I live and am ft^ored with tolerable healthy I intend 
to egress some *of the opinions I entertfun, on the topic^ so long ^nd so 
ably discussed. In the ei^nsive field, hardly a head, is* left for ^e 
l^eaner ; but if I say iiotKing, the motive^ of my sHeiace may be misrepr^ 
aented; therefore something must be said. * 

I have fdt embarrass^ and siUl do, by the following circumstance. 
Last sunimer the Presi^/B^t aske^ my opinion fm to thev removal of the 
detKMjts. I thought, with the inlbrinatton I thenliad, it was bad policy, 
and so told him. Although tbis.coirespondenoe wa^; confidential, my 
letter was Bfxown to his cabinet, and to others. , Thus you see the unjplea- 
aant situation in which I am placed, by ai^ting wi^ that fran^nes? towards, 
and friendship which J hope ever to feel for, the C%ief Magistrate. /.GT^pa 
Atnated, I fhou^t silence best becajne me. Now, we have arrived at a 
^int where,' in n>y opinion, sile9ce would be censt^rable. t must.there^ 
ftrra presenl^'my opiniona.a8\they.are honestly entertainfid, regardless of 
an Oonse^ueneesi > . > 

He adda^witli terse Binoeritv,.f(i (epiy to asnggestibn that bis name 
should be used for the presidential candidacy in, the el6ctionj>f 1836 : 

Thdre an in my mind two-reasonaiwhy iny £iends o^ght Yiot to thiht 
eC asiiig my name ail. you silggest. Ist ^e pnblio do not wish it« 
Sd. I do not ' 

■ • • • • 

» • • 

Condy Raguet, the well-kaowu'finaQcial writer, addressed to Judge 
White, March 88, 1834, the Mowing dexterous letter, which refers 
to the subject of the bank, and likewise^ though very indi8tinct1y,an 
die final paragraph,' to the same plaa of maUng Judge White « 
presideaitial candidate in the election of 1836 : 

Bear Sir: The. hfgh opinion I Entertain of yaar puhlio character and 
private integrity induces me to address' you this letter. Being one of the 
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^P0i5 few iniividuals nortlr of the Potomno who enterteki a <k>iMdeDticNft 
oonviction o( the imooinlltvtioiialitf of a Aaderal bonk, i fM a de^ oqih 
oem lest the oonne which pablic t>piiuon seems to be taking, may bring 
aboat a state of things far more disastrons than has yet been anticipat^dL 
I allude to the madia ^r the in^rponMion of State hiuiks with ijnmense 
capitals, founded solely npon the expectation of having^' the control of the 
public tiaoney 4 Tliese banks, if they, should be chartered in various States, 
mi^t by combinations be rendered as dangerous to the peace of the 
country as any single federal bank ; antl It seems to me that all who aj^ 
opposed upon- principle 1x> the Extension of paper machinery, should use 
their influence in prevendng it. 

' Taking it for granted that there is not'the most .remote probability of 
the renewld of the charter of -the present ll>ank ibr any l^gth of time, 
long'or shorty ot of 'the l^icorporation of a pew one, dju^ig the'tenn el 
service lef the present execulite, and believing that the future happineal 
of the country demands thai the government should be wholly separated 
from pie banking system in all it$ /brmt, I have tuned the subject over 
in my mind, and hav% placed ox> paper the resnkof my rejections, writtoi 
as I would hat^ worded an editorial article. ' This sketch I eodose for 
your perusal. If you think tii^tlt contains any suggestions whieh oan be 
made useful^ H is at your service. * If not. be pleased to return it to me, 
liAi allow me to say that m^ I hav^ no right ttf intrude my opinion^ ixpon 
you In such 9 Vay a^ to appeat t>ihvite yours, it will giveine no*ainbfag» 
if yon do so without a .word 6f Qomment The question; at'^ssoe' is «ne 
ii]k>n which lionest men widely dS^V and as I do not know yonr seki^ 
ments is relation to it, I caAnot be charged with* rtidehess 'lA making 
known to<you mine. I eonsidw the country to be in a (barftd «tate, ahd 
TTould be 1^^ to see some friend of the Adnijdstpration upon- whose 
Tirtne aAd principled t could rel^ bring forwWd^sofbe measure for rehef. 
♦ '• . I am, dear sir, ' - ' '• - 

^ > . With sentimeiits of much re^^ect, 

• Your ob^ 8erv*t, ** 
*• • . ^* CoNtrr BketXT. 

P. 8, — ^Aftef writing 'the above, and Wore the letter was sealed, a 
rMpect^ble gcintUman whvlqi I happened to sees, made the- following re- 
mark. ' *^ There are two-paities here, one of which woold do. anything to 
put down General Jackson, and the other anything to si^stfiui him. But 
^ there is a third part^, and a v^ large onci. Who qire jwi a 3ttaw about 
who is President, but who anxiously deefane to see some meihsuiv of't^lief 
for the country, let it operate agunst, or in &vor of^whom It teay.^ 
This ia no doilbt trof ; said th^man who should prqpoe^in Oongrepe and 
«any thrpngh a' metumre calculated to cplipiliatb all jMities, by yielding 
something to «lch, would nxent^ and would receive, Uie applause of the 
whole people.** - 
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HOB Utter Judge White answered, April <^i 1834|'With a noble aad 
eemplele statement of absolute p6litical independence, and a manly 
avowal ci consdonsness of the comparstirelj lininfluential station 
wUoh Buoh independence must always' necessitate; and with a dear 
and vigoroiia summazy of hia opinions, on the points of the bank 
qosistion, as follows : 

• 

DB4B t3is: Toor letter dated 40di nit, and the project which accom- 
panied it, readhed me in.dne c^rse of the maOL Other dnties hare pro- 
Tented my answer at an earlier day^ I feel gratified that my conrse has 
been such as to be approred by one whom I think so well qnaliiled to 
fcrm coneot opinions in everything which relates to the ftmdamental 
prindples of onr govtfnment. 

Kothing oonld giro me more pleasnre than to be the Instroment of 
doing something which wonld be of lasting benefit to t^e people whose 
interests are Bable to be aflGboted by mj.pnbBe conduct Bat I feel too' 
little confidence in my own labilities, and am snre that my hold npon pnb- 
Be opinion Is too slender,.to pemdt the hope that this can ever be effected 
Ij Tentoring to become a leader. I do not carry on political or Mendly 
eonreflpondenee with anj man fiving: I have a cordial dislike for erery- 
ffaittg like contrirance, by wl^ch- to pnt or keep any man or set of men 
in power. Thus you wffl see my course is too indkidudl for me to be 
iseftd on alarge sesle. My whole aim and ambition is to fix in my own 
mind the political principles whidi in my own opinion best accord with 
the Oonstitntion, and then to i^tc them suck practical effect a^ will be 
prodnetiTe of the most good. 

Upon ttM gi«at questions which now so agitate the pdblic mind,I have 
em|doyed myself industriously, with an anxious desire to come to corr^ 
OQudurions, and I give, you the results with that candor which I hope 
belongs to my chaxacter. 

I do not be&eye the Oonstitution of the United States Tests in Obn- 
gress any power to charter a bank, nor do I think the precedents wMch 
have been itanushed are binding as authoritiies upon this or any fiiturs 
Cof^gress. 

I do not befieye the present Oongress has a^y more power to prolong 
this charter fbreren a year, than that dri816 had to grant it for twenty 
years. 

If Oongress had the power to bMorpdrate s bank, I do not think it 
onu^t to be zeroised. Money in large .masses ought to be dreaded, and 
the fewer hands it is placed in the more it is to be dreaded. If continued, 
the ezecutiY^ and the bank, in time, must and and will nnite.their influ- 
ence ; and when they do, ^ey will endanger our liberties. 

I think the President had the^ power to remdM the Secretary of the 

10 
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Treasnry, if he oonadenlioiuly beUeved a serious* ixdwy wonld be. the 
^nseqaenoe of his not nnog the power g^Ten him to bhaoge the pUo^of 
depositing the pabUo moneys. 

I believe theconduct of the bai^ bed been snob asto jnst^ the Becre^ 
\uj in the exercise of the power'^ven in the bwk charter. 

I hold {hat although the Secretary had the power, and the conduct of 
the bank well justified its exercise, yet there was another great qnestioQ 
remaining to be decided, and that was, the effM the change of the depo* 
^fidts would have npon society; and if the Secretary conscientSonsIy 
'believed it wonld be ii\}iicions, he did right to refiose to give an order fat 
the removal ; and the willingness of the President to take the responn- 
bility wmid hot hoM eoDetued him for doing what he believed to be wroqg. 
Bat if .the Ftestdent had formed a diiOTerent opinfoti, the Secretary on^ 
to have resigned: 

Althongh I think the President possessea the power of removal on 
account* of a diJBEerenpe of opinion with an executive officer, yet I think it 
ought not to be exercised except in a case where the executive officer is 
clearly wrong. 

The deposits having been Femoved, even if it is lidmitted to have been 
impo^tic to have done sO| I hold it would be bad polioy now to xestoie 
th^m, unless tde bank is to be rechartered. ,, . 

Against those copoepied in the direction of the Bank of the United 
States, I certainly have no cause of personal dislike, but the contrary. 
Still, 1 fear any extensi^li of time to dose their coi^perns would be assidu- 
ously employed to proQure a recharter. We.cannot bind such a corpora- 
tion by any regulatioim .upon pi^>er, aay more' than Samson could haye 
been bound by « thread of sewing-silk. An attentive exan^nation of its 
proeeedmgs has satisfied me that such construction will be put upon any 
.recharter, as will best promote the interests of^the stockholders. 

Your plkn is, in my Judgment, greatly pref^ble to tipj ^hioh I have 

heard, suggested, and I do not disceryi any olyection to it, but njiy strong 

. conviction that the time allowed for windmg up would be employed for 

the purpose of procuring a new charter, as exceptionable" as that which 

they now have. « •; ., 

I am, however, so much struck with the power of what you advance^ 
that I am unwilling to return the, project ux^less you say I must do so. 

Although I have no wish to conceal any of my; opinions, yet I have 
such an instinctive dread of appearifig in the public prints, that I beg 
you to consider this letter for yourself. 



Iq order to the completeness, of this view of ' Judgi^ Whitens aign- 
mehts upon the question of:thebank^areliete inserted, some what in 
a4^^ce of their proper succession in time, his remarks delivered m 
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the feoatei April 20th, 18d8. The 4)harfcor of the ]>t^ had expined 
in 1836. It wee allowed two yean after that time, in which to wind 
up itB concern* tn 1888, ft bill was reported by the judiciary com- 
jcnittee, to prevent the- re-iflsuing' of its notes. Judge White, with 
eouRBtent adherence to his republicaii sentiments, opposed the bill, 
as asking an extravagant and unnecessary exertfon of <power, in a case 
where there already existed* an adequate remedy. He said : 

Mr. President: I do not wish that the reasons for the vote which I 
intend to ^ve on this bill diould be misunderstood, and therefore I now 
address yon* 

The evil to be remedied by 4tB passage is the reisBuSng the notes of the 
late Bank of the United States, chartered by Oongredb'in 1811 The pen- 
alty to^ inflicted is tha( of fine* and imprisonment. I deUy'that Con- 
gress has the power, to pass saoh a biU. 

Let ns examine, for a moment, the prilicipleB contended for by its fri^ds. 

1st. Hy hoiiorable ooUeagne has deduced the power from the second 
seetkm of the third ai^de 'of th^ Oonslatntion,' which says, that the 
eottils of the United States shall have juriscBotaoii in all cases arising 
under the Ck>nstitation or laws of the* United States &c. 

This elanse was never intended to designatethe cases in wUeh 0(mfr€$$ 
dk&iM Ugidaite^ but the cases which the jtiu^ieuiry might deeidd. 

.^U cases in which we le^late, whether we have the Oonstitutibnal 
power o^ not, the Judiciary may have cognizance <xL Ify because the Judi- 
ciary have ihis Jurisdiction m aU cases, Gongress may also legislate 
in aU casesj .there is an end of all limitation to the powers of the federal 
govemmeiitl 

This is a more extravagant dalm of power than I have ever known to 
be set up by any class of politicians.^* 

dd.* His next recourse is to that clause in the Oonstitution which jg^vea 
(oCk)ngre8s the power ** to coin money and to regulate the value 6t it,"&c. 

From this danse he has argned that Congress has the whole power 
over the coin, and, if these notes are permitted^o circulate, they wiU put 
out of dreulation an equal .amount o^ coin, therefiire, Congress has the 
power to legislate them out of droulation. I deny the soundness of thifr 
argument. 

It is true Congress has the s6le power over the eotn, but it is not true 
that they liitve, on that account, absolute power over aU credUi^ whidi the 
States 6r the people may choose to dtculate as »ub$titute8/or eoin. They 
ieannot pass any law which will make it unlawM for one man to drodate 
the promissory negotiable note of another^ as a substitute for. coin. H^ 
can they prohibit the drenlation of notes issaed by the banks .chartered 
by any of the States. 

The drculatton«of diedu or notes on State banks displaces the spede to 
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ftbe sime Ainoiiht, and if this Argnnieiit of m^ colleague were tonnd^ tihla 
whole oirofUadon oonld, at any time, be [vohibited by Congbum, ^ 
. This daitn of power ia» in itaelf; ao eztrayagant, that £nr hare heralo- 
fore Tentnred to assert it In'my opinion, it oomes with a^bad graee from 
th<^ oJaiming to be States light men, orfiepubMcans of the Jefferaenian 
school. 

8d. ffis last fssonroc^ to establish this power, is a vecnrrenoe to that 
di^nse in the Oondtitntion which gives Oongress the power to pass all laws, 
neoeaaaiy and proper, to oaity into effbct aity of the.pow^iv bef<»« vested 
intliem. , 

This argument of my coUeagae carries us back, and places as npoa the 
broad eld federal doclnio^ *^ that Congress may do any thing whi^ they 
believe is for tbs general wel&re.^ 

The rc^blican doctrine is, that this okose in the Oonetitatioii, instead 
of vesting in Congress any pow^ron any imw wilj^et^ was intenided as a 
limitation upon ^wers already granted^ Without tins clause, Congress 
would have been cofnpeDed, in many cases, to take power by implicalion, 
or by construction, etiierwise they could not attain many of the olyeots over 
which express powers to legisktohad been granted to them. To ent off 
sU pretence for assuming powdk^ by implication, this^dans^ Was insertedi 
and ezpresB power confecred .to pass aU laws neeemvy arndprcp^ to give 
effect to the attainment <tf those 9l^tS| in relation to which. eo^press 
poWen.l^ been gjk>aated« 

I cannot but think, that he who now insists. <m 'the ravevse, and stiU 
calls hims^ aB^mblicaa of the Jeflbrsonian .school, mistakea the 4daai 
of poiidpians to which )ie belongs. Certain I am, he and I. do not belong 
to the same class, because I will not take from this clause the power to 
|Mt on any new or independent subject whatever. I can only take power 
from it to use the mea/n* neeeiiory and^ofpropriaU to. effectQate''soma ob^- 
ject, in. relation to which an express ppwer to legislate is given. 

The honorable aenator fiom New Jersey, who addreseed is yesterday, 
hpB had ceoourso to Judicial detenninationa, to prove thai Congress pos^ 
sesses the power topass this biU. . 

It appeared to me thai those anthoritiea only went to establish, that 
.where Congresa 4ias the power to crsots mi institutioD, they. h$Ye the 
power to regulate it or destroy it. 

If this doctrine is sound, the argoment leatQS me. exactly where it Ibnnd 
me, because I am one of that unfortunate class of politidai^ who do t^' 
Mme Congress had ih»pou>0r to create this corporation. 

The honorable senator from AJabama, farthest fropi me Qli. QayX 
(iupposea we have the ^wer to pasS'this bill, because the notefs thus im:- 
properly put in dreulation, the United States are morally bound to pay. 

I deny that the United States ever were, or ever oan be, e^thev legally 
or moisally bound to :pay a sins^a note issued by th4t bjs^ 



UHrf^ .STATES BA^.- i40 

The \miik wts «alled b^ oar name, we were stocklioldera to the axaonni 
of seven millknu of ^oUatb, and we^M^ no further bound to the payment 
of tiie debts of that bank than any hidividnal owning t^id same amount 
of stock, and the yeiy moment if e sold the stock w!» were not into^resteA 
in the bank to the apuonnt of one cent. 

The cases pot by the senator £6 iUnsttate hia argoioeat, prove that tht 
name of this bank has misled him. . / 

Jle says, if a man lorge^ a note or obligation uikm theTreamrer of tli^ 
United States,' he ooold be panished for forgery, h^ 

Soppose I yield that he eonld, why i^onld he be thus punishable by an 
aetof Congress ff It would be beoanse the jTressnrer is a^ officer' of the 
United States, ai£d beoansej if the foii^ed note or obligation were genoinei 
the United States most pay the money oat of the Treasory, 

The persons this biU intends to punish, are not our oQcen, our agents^ 
or oar tnutees; nor are tha United Statesi^thsr Iflgally or morally, bcnmd 
tQpay one dollar tot redeem these notes, * 

The notes, if rt-iasued, are thu3 dealt with^ by the officers, the agents^ 
or trustees of ihe bank, in -which we have no, vitesest whatever, the 
United States having sold the whole amount of their stock to the hank 
ehartere4 by Pennsylvaaia, 

I think if tha honorable eenatorwiH re-oondd^r the opinions he has a4* 
vanoed, and give them an application to the facts as tiii^ really, etist, ha 
win be satisfied he ia maintaining a doetrine too extravagant tote.sari- 
eosly innated on byony one. 

The argument of the honorable senator from Qqimecticut (ICr; Nilep)i la 
by frr more plausible than anything I hav^ heard, -i 

' It ife this In satAtanoa, that we cabnot now inquire whether Ckmgreea 
had the power to chatter this bank or not. It wiui ehart^red^ th^se notea 
were m^de in virtue of a powe^ eoh£am^ .l>y the charter, and it ia oar 
dn^ to see that society is not defrauded by mea^ of our orei^io% 

If there %ere no other means of cheding the mischief >ut by ouf ]«git*» 
lation, the neoessityof the case would make A man* stnin hard tb find 
some source from.whioh he could have poirer to conq^e)' those whaara 
trustees to caafoel those notes as Ihst as they are lifted by them. 

But' there is fio sort of neoessil^ for our k^gialation to cheek ttds mia- 
chief, 
'How are tbe iiwtsf 

By' the charter of lS16y the bank bad twenly yean, within whiA to do 
Vusineas; they axjdred on the 8d March, 1886. The bank wais to have 
two additional yeara within which to wind up ita coneems ; they e^^lred 
flid 8d ICareh, iaS8, -V • 

Before the expiration of the twenty yeair8,^he State of Penonytvftnia 
gave to tbe stockholders, with th^ exception of^the United 9feates, a new 
ebarter, and the old atoekhoUavs traAafeired to this. lieV bank dl* thair 
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fsnfls !n trnst to irind np their oono^iis ; !n other words, in tmst to cot 
kot all the debts dne to the old banlc, and to pay all the debttf it owed. 

Now I am Terj blear in the opinion- that whenever the trti8tee,.'with 
the Ibnds bf the old bank, lifted any of its notes, it was a duty to canoel 
theili, and if^ instead of doing so« the trustee re-issued theih, ft was a 
b^lMoh of tnlst, and upon an application to a court of chancery^ by any 
one having an interest, I have ne doubt a decree would be made to re- 
strain the re-issue, and to compel the trustee to cancel the notes as £ut as 
lifted with the truitfkmdt. 

Where then is 'the necessity fb^ Congress to «iert the powe^ to check a 
mitehief for which there is a dear, unemlMUTassed, and adequate remedy! 
There can be hone* as I think.' - There certidnly is none Co protect any in- 
terest of the United States. They never had any interdst in this new bapk, 
and they -have none in the old, because under an.aot of Ctohgress our'seven 
ftBHionff of stock were sold to the new bank, receipted for, and as ibst as' 
the installments have fallen due, according to tbe contract, they have been 
punctually paid. . - * 

There, therefore, as it seems to ine, can be no necessity or propridtf 
in deriving the pbwenolaimed from the necessi^ of the oase, and there is 
the more danger in deriving any power from sudi source beeaose every 
lionest niind is easQy^ misled by it, as tiie ezerdse of the power, is td at- 
tain an object honest and praiseworthy. 

But, Mr.'President,'are not all those ivho assume this ground, and think 
we have no power to charter a bank, assuming a most dangerous and de- 
ceptive ground f ' ' > • • 

* I cannot but think so, and witfi greatdeference I say. It has i4>peared to 
me, we are'Iikely to commit error by not separating la our minds things 
.whiph ought to be k^t distinct. 

The nei^ Bank and the old bear the same naine. The stoic^holders, 
with, the ^ceptioA of the United Stirt^ are tfa^ same in both- banks. 
The principal officers in the old are the prominent officdrs in* the new. 
Hence I have thought we are lAonndd to vieiw the offieers in this Stsite 
btok as our officers, exercising an authority derived from the United 
States, when in truth and in fiict they derive their power and authority 
under a State law, and are neithiyr our> officers; our tcnsteesi nor our 
i^nts. Their whole power and authority over the .afi&drS' of the old baAl^ 
are derived from the e(mtr(ict between the old and the new banks, by 
whigh the latter became the trustee of the former. * 

Is it, possible that Oongress can deriiw any power to legislate on tius 
point'on the grcftu^d of this contradtf 

Suppose Pennsylvania had never granted this new di^arter, and the 
Stockholders of ths old bank had made Just such a contract with the bank 
of Virginia In virtue of which this latter bank becantt» the trustee^ and 
there wasian allegation that th)s triwtes' was re-issuing sOkne of thp notes 
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Ibstoid o/Mncelliiig them. Ib any geftdeman pr^iittred to maifitain iiiat 
Gongreas ootdd paas a law to aend Iftie trastee to Jail, or to- liaTo ^htm 
muloted in •< fine f 

Upob principle tlidre is noAatinotion between the oases.- 

The elaim of power r^ts n|K>nthe gronpdthataswetf^iwTtf^thepowe^ 
to create the hank, when in tmth we had no snoh power, we may aaHim^ 
any other power we ohodse to check enr own mischief. 

I deny this doctrine entirely, and inast that by our own legMaUan we 
can never enlarge Onr own powers. ' 

Here we have created a bank. ITill any gentleman affirm that an 
•zpress power to charter a^bank is given in the Constitationf No ge^tle- 
maii .can so allege. Even those who claim such k power for Congress 
l)^Te never pret^ded there is any eaqfrea grant of pow^r. All agree, it 
is>jK>wer that jnnst be it^erred for t£# sake of carrying out-some other 
express grant of power. 

Some hAve said we huve express power to lay and collect taxes, and a 
bank is necessary as a fiscSl agcftit 

Others that we have a power to ooln money, and, therefore OongrepS 
has power-over the whole correnpy, and to keep that sound, ^ bank is 
essentiaL ' % 

While those who dftny auy snch power have denominate it " a vagrant^ 
crawling over the Constitntionin search of a soft place. 911 which to make 
a comfortable settlem^t*' ^• 

If we pass this biD, in my judgment, we first assume, by implication, 
that Ck>ngress had the power to charter the bank, and then we i^fer that 
^Congress can ipjpose whatever pains and penalties it pleases, even uQto 
death, to compel the cancelling of the notes. 

These powers, I think, ^we do not possess, and, therdfore^. I wlU 
not exerdse thepiu I will mdhwe to what I think the^old r^Ublicaa 
doctrine: 

1st Show an express grant of poirto to do die principal malttf, aB4 
then 

id. Tha£ |he means you wish to ^ploy are the neeeeeary wiiprop&r 
meaqs to be used, ^nd I anr.ready to aet,; if Idoabt, reasonably, I ought 
nbt to act., 

Is there any gMitJeman who hears me who can say there Is no reasonahle 
donbt in this case! 

After an, if we pass this bill, how is any one 'to find jout what 
notes were r0-issued f There wHI be no mark put T^>on them. « 

We can onty belieye some have been re4ssued^ because we. see, at 
an after day, more are in drculation than there were on a'fii^rmer 
pne : but what identical notes tiiey were,' society can- have no means of * 
• knowing. " ^ 

I now have me or two in my pocket, bat I have no knowledge when 
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or how they trer« put im draMbn, igtfr lujdlai^iiaaii&of apofrUintaf • 
Aft I kDOW ii ihat they cai» to m)^ hands fliiilj. 

Other gedttomen, who oondemiL myxole o7 oonstrain^ the .Oooftitii* 
tion, may find a latiflbotory^ioiiroe fiobm which to darlve l^eir paw«r to 
pM8 tibia hOl; if to, lei thorn !«■ it iJlIwiiii,is,tfai|t the pditiol^ 
o^wtdiohlaofcnayJbo.iindaiitoodL , 
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OHAFTEB X 



nVATOBZAX. 






W .»,«il*. ,. ^. India «b* «. ft, pH^ip- «^ ..^ 
Bttncted Judges Whitens, lUtentSdD, aad oonmtanded his inott Mtoeil 
efforts. ' Tbe lustoiy of this rac^ has beet) on^ of cuiioas and stimiig 
kitepest to. every reflectbg mind, and mu^t awaken sjinttathy in eveiy 
feeling heart ^Coniparaliyelj few yean have paaeed, since thej wen 
•ole masters of this glorious land, erecting their wigwantt et pleasure, 
and ranging free and untnunmelled throughout their vast ^untingp* 
grounds. Bj a rapid and singular, but sure * procesSi those tribes' 
which had Gtoci^>ied our exlrem6 Northern territoiy, were nearly 
w;a8ted away, <n\<piite e):tennin«t^, by the white man, in his lust fi^r 
gain. Nor was the wofk to stop her^ The sahie influences Were 
beginning ik> be fait by our l^uCbem ai^ Western tribes. The heart 
of every philalithropist recoiled from the. view of the future prospecla 
pf this miserable ra^; and a desire to preseir^ and elevate them 
gave rise at an ^ly day to 'the benevolent design'' of coleni^dnj^ 
them in the xast territcuy 'west of the Miflsiemppi. ' The scheme was 
originated \j thaC profound and organizing statesman, Thomas 
JeQ^rson, and hi^ been pursued or Attempted without much success 
hj aubeequent iidministrations. • *It Was^ a|iew submitted to Congress 
in' the sesnon of 1829-'30, and after a most laborious examination 
and d^ussion wassanctioaed by that body. Judge White was at 
flmt time chairmao of th^ committee on Indian Affairs.' AHhougb he 
had in early life been* engaged in wi^^|?e against them, and.althongh 
he had lodced with horror upon the sceties of .their stfvage barb^ty, 
he could not cal^y witness4h^r extinotion* 
• His leehngs srere all enlisM in the. measurte for amelielafing their 
ooadidon. His plans contemplated' not merely their preiMnwtioii 
b6m th6 utt^r aoiiihilation Vhidi so evidently menaced thW, but their 
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inatruction in the arts of civilizatbtf, and Che communication to them 
6f the saving mfluenoes of Chiistianitj. Whta the bill providing 
for their colonization .ivas brought before* the 'Senate, though ovar- 
bom^^y heavy, domestic affliction^ with his chariuiteristic devotion to 
the interests of others, he Totjb superior to his privale griefs, aroiued 
all his energies, and pewre^ forth hik soul in a fervid plea for the 
appropriation to tbein of a permanent hoihe. The measure was car- 
ried by that powerful effort^ and probably no- act of his life ever gave 
him more pleasure? His interest in tiie- Indian was deep and abicQng^. 
Its fervor' was undiminished iX> the lal|t }MHt of* his life. " Almost in 
my last interview with, him," says the Rev. Dr. Foot, *^ he spoke with 
Inimitable tenderness of their haviilg been rescued from gradual 
extinction — 6f their prospect in the colony-— of his expectation that 
civilization and Christianity, would now prevail aaiongst them, and as 
he 'described the ^elevation to which, lie l>elieved them dostineid ttf 
arrive, the* tears fell from' his eyes, and his whole countenance fblcT 
hbi delight in anticipating their prosperity/* 

Feb. 22, 1830, Judge White, as chairman of the Committee <m 
Lidian Afi[air8,'made a* report upon the business in ih^r ohaxge^ 

which we insert, ai' follows :' , 

• ••• J 

Everything which relates to those Indian tribes or tations :witih which 

we have politioal relations, ereaUd oitTeffiiLlaMhj treaties, Is beoonring, 
every ye{^, more and more interesting; especially ttoto relating. to ^uch 
as reside within any of the States of t&e Upioii, or of the tenltories 
belonging to it. The matters' communicated by the President, in his 
message, ^relative to the Ofaerokees, are of thertndst delicate and inter^ 
ing character, wliether tonsidered in relation to the- United States^ to the 
States qt Georgia And Alabama, or- to the;Ohdtokee nation. The ofnn- 
mittee have employed themselyes assidxiously in their investigation, wi^ 
aiv anxious wish tbr avail themselves of* ail (he infonbation within thw 
^reach^ and desirons to recommend something te the. Senate, iifiiioh, if 
productive of no positive good, will at least have the merit of not farther 
embarrassing qfustions alr^^y sufficiently complicate4« 

Wifti this nation, the United States have formed a number of treaties, 
commenping'as early as the year 1785, and ending.in ^e year 181^. . ;Alf 
the formatfon of tiie first, the Indians occupied portions of territofj 
within the chartered limits of the States -of JSovQit Oarc^hia, South Caro- 
lina, and <leoi^a. Since *that 'period^lTorth Carolina Ceded a part of * 
her territory, on which a portion of these Indians l^sid^ to the ITnited 
States ; and that territory, aoeording ta ihs tem»<f. Hie deed itf cet^wn^ 
haa b^en since formed into the Sta^ of Tcamessee., SouthOaroUn^ and 
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Georgia amicably settled iiie tkmndarf between tbem ; and by an'agree- 
meot between the TTnifed States and G^rgia, date^ in the 'year 1802 J the 
Wiuted Btatee acqnined th^ title to a portion of terrRbry, out of which 
the State of Alabama, and the greatef paH of tiie'State of Hiasissippi, 
* bare been slQee Ibrmed. And now, it so happens,' that a part of thd 
Cherokees still reside within .the States of North Carolina and (Jeorgiai 
aooording to their pntent bmmdlbries, as ^rell as within, the llmiJB of Tdn," 
Beseeeand of'Alabatoa. Latterly, Georgia, In the Exercise, as she anp- 
poees, oTher' sovereign powers, has extefided her laws brer tb^ whole 
«f the State, and subjected' ISie Indians to hefjtirisdictioi). Heantiihe, 
the Ofaerokees have formed a dyfl government of their owA, . entirel)" 
IndependteBt-of any State, claimfhg te have arigfat*to'do so .inT virtue ot 
tiieir original title to the lands- on which they reside, and relying, lik&^ 
wiee, upon* the gnarantee of their bountry, in s^eral of their ^reatiee 
fonned with the United States. They haye called upon the exeotifive to 
.fniake good ' this .gnarantee,' by preventing the operation of the laws of 
either Qeorg^ or Alabaina^wi^in those Hrnits 'secnrdd to them by thji 
•aid treaties. To this application; the President has repli^ that he has 
no power fo check the operation of the laWs of those States, within thdr 
respective limita; ^hat the Odnstitntion of tiie United States fb^ids die 
formation of any iniw Stiite vdthin* the liniits df ain old oa^^ without its 
eonseot; therefore, the Gberokees' 'cannot be recognised as a separate 
BtAte, within ^hose limits whe^ they pow Reside ; aM' that^ If they 
choose to WHiaih tk&re^ they shall be protected in doing so. but that thfey 
must eabmit to the laWs of the respective j^tes, at the same time they 
are protected bythem,^and earnestly reeominends to them to cdnsent to 
ezchaBge the teMloify where th|iy now reside, iox one west of the Mis^ 
aippi, owned by the Umted States, a^d not yet included within the 
bounds of any Steto or terntoiy, where they can be aj;afn united With 
that portion of tMir nation whic^ has^ already emigrated, and Where 'the 
United- States can, and will, faiake-thein fbrever Meuire fhnn any interriip^ 
tioa firom the whites, or -from any other nation or people Whatever^ ' 

To this proposition the Indi^ have gi^en an absolute refusal, still 
insisting on a fiLtflllmei^t of their treaty stipulations. 

The laws of Geoigia will commence their operation in the month of 
Jojto nett It is easy to foresee the painful consequences which wlU pro- 
bably fiillow, from hiws operating 09^ the same ternary, at one and 
the saijae time, and flowing fiom'Jurisdictioiib or sovereign^ tfu^^nd^l 
ofeachother. 

The evil^wOl not stop here ; aheady We ive advised that Mississippi 
haa passed'a law^ ihcorporating hei' ludian popidation with her citiz^; 
that Alabama has extended her laws over the Creek Indians within her 
Ho^ts; and, bc^br^ long^ we may antidpate that the like policy will be 
fonaed by several 0ther States. 
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. |Vom the iiiformation before'tJie oodkmittee, po b'op^ need1)d 
'gained that either of theee Statee wiU cbenge their' pdioy» and repefJ* 
thpse lawsj a period has ahtted vheo the United Btates have iv du^ t« 
p^orm, whifih must be discharged^ in gp^d^aith^ to 4he States opn- 
oemed, to the^ Indiana, and vtth a 9aoni regard to their ova bigh 
chanioter^ . ^ 

In the yiew.irhidi the cqmmitt^^ have, of this snljeot, they believe it 
wonld be.nnneoessary, if not imprqper, forthent^ to offer any opioioQ 
nppn the points in^^Bspalie between ih» oonte^^g parties, beoaose tbera 
oan be no reason to suppose anf additional enactments by Oongrosa are 
i^eoeSQary to put it in the power of the execntire to make good* the 
guarantm ooiftaited In. the Ireati^n^ in. his jndlpneBt, they oi^t to 
have the oonstraction* for. wMoh. the O^enikte inat^i aod hia dotjp^ 
according tQ the oonstitatidp,' woqld aothoriae Um to oppdae the <^wra* 
lion of the State laws. 

* In 1802, Congress pteed astp/bt to regvUto tx»de and iateroonrap wiAi 
the Indians, the pvoviaops oi which, connected witbj the ti^o*ti^ ^^' 
SQfll<^ently broad t6 aokporize th^ executive to glye- effect toevecy stqin-- 
latipo, which it ia the doty of the United dtatbs to peribna. 

The failnre to compI|i wititt the wishes of the Oherokc^fos, as it appekM 
to the committee{ proceeded not fipom a defect in the law, but becanse in 
th^ opinion pf the executive, €an$tiUuUonal b^^ons. exists which it is 
not in .the pow^ of Ck>ngres8 to remore, by any law which they oouid 
enacts. .'.;'..'* 

. The diffioolties* which have actunlly odourred, wero'^breseen soiAe yeait 
since, and- successive Administrations seenv.to,l»ve beeasBxidaily endea-' 
vonng to avoid them; and the only remedy suggested >y aiif,<a|)peara 
,to have b^n^ to provide a country west of ihe IGssissippi, beyond the 
limHs.of any State or organixed territory ; to have it laid off and divided 
into as^ many diftricts,, as. would ateomqpfodate atl th0^Jli9d4ani residing 
within any of the Stales or territories;- to have thoee' distriola so 
described, by niitorat or artificial marks, that each conld be known trotOk 
every other; and then, by l^r and /peaceable lue^ns, to induoe the^ 
Indians to exchange the lands wAs^eA^Jtef, fjdf some, of .thoke thus 
described^ and to emigrato. Ginitable country, as is ^Ueved, has been 
procured, but,- owing to scone pause or other, &e districts have not, as 
yei, been laid <A ^ properly described. Exchanges, howsVer, to a eon* 
siderable extent,, hav^ bedii naade, anj^.oonseqi^ut emlgrati<MDa from vnri* 
oufl' tribes have taken place. . A, portion of tiie Oherok^, equal, ak is 
JieUeved, to from one tidrd to one Ihalf of the' 'whole, haitactqally reonoved . 
to, and settled in, a country wi^ suited to their wanUT and wishes, weik 
of' th^ MJssissippL' .There- is. good reason to beUeye^that many mors 
would have removed b^oi!0 this time^ too^tit for various -causeii whidif 
as jet,, the Uiiited States have not been able to overcome. Th^'pri^ 
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cue ia^ tbe idMrof a sepftrata aiid independent State of their o^ wHere 
they now live. Jhis is the work, principally,' of oomparatrrelj a feW| 
who are either white den oonnecCed with the hationb b^ raarnage, or of 
those of mixed blood, bom in ,the jiation, who are well 'educated and 
f&telligent, who hUTe acquired oonside^ble-'^roperty, and,'throng:h t^e 
asuQitiee paid by the United States, andby.odier means, are yearly add- 
ing to it» This, class 4>f people, it is beKicfved, do not altogether eqUa] obe 
handred in nnmben A vety small portion ctf ftdl-blobd^ Indians can be' 
named, who are in the like dfcmnstances, or who have ranch agency in 
tiidr naWc affidrs. 

Those who' are in pablio emidoy hate an faiflnenoe almost nnboimded 
o^rer ibe nation.. They fill all the offices created by their l^wSf.and hay^e 
the entire management of the fhndb deH ved |h>m ev^iy ^nroe. Ih^ rest ' 
af the aatfoo tauiybe divided into two classes. , Th6 one, owning- some 
email propeHy, Mid having settteibents of fheir o^vicn, bpon which they 
makis a sidflSdenoy to support thems^Ves! and their fiuxfliies,' and but IHtle 
larplns* Those of the other, comprehending^ as is belicTed, ^e mass of 
the population^ are as poor and degraded ^ can weU be iniagined. /They 
may be said to live without Jiope of better circumstaiioes; they have 
ahnost tio property, and seem dtetitute of the means oc);>rospect of acquire 
ittg any. There is yei^ little game in their country. They are without 
industiSr, witheut tufomiation, unlettered, and'subsisting chiefly upoft what 
they can beg, a^d upon. the bix'ds and fish ^ey.Qan procure. A strangctr 
who ^traveb along a kading road* through the nation, or makes but a short 
stay in it, will fbrm a Very erroneous opinion 6f the 6bndition of "the great< 
mass of the population. He hu intercouMe only with those of the first 
or second oless before meiilioned, and fovns his opinions of all, firom the 
eonditibn of those itlth whom he associates. . It may Ihen be asked, why 
^do these people retae to emigrate f The answer is, thgs^ who li^ve 
i^flnenoe ever them use every means inr their power to prevent them. 
They misrepresent the country offered, west of the Missis^ppl. ^ Jhey 
ise' persuasion whHeit answers the purpose, 'and threats, when per- 
suamon is likely \d Ml. The committee are well sltti^ed, that eveisy 
Jiumhne and benevolent individual, who is anxious fi>r the welfare of the 
great body cif the /Dher<^ees, aind u pcmetly inf&rmed qf^eir trfj^s^eoh* 
dUi^m^ must feel desiroue for their remoylil, provided it can be effi^oted 
with, their cofumt, . . * 

' Other strong inducements ibr this dedre, must be fbund in t)ie oondi- 
tidn to whielvthey >areiutw brpught, by the coUisiofi between them and 
the laws .of the States in whidi they reside. 

Although the codkniittee, for the reasona before given, consider it 
uaneceasary, if not improper, in tiiem, to odbr a|iy opinion upon' the vali« 
dity of the conflicting elfdms of the parties ; yet, it may not be irithoat 
Iti iise to cd Uie alt^itioii of the Senate to dome of the leading fh^ and 
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nain points, npo^wbidli tbe oontroversf l^s^depei^ded, «iid nftutfe lue^ 
. .after depend. ^ . , 

The title ai the Cherokees moat reel npon their' origii^l'right of ocoop 
panoj, and upon tHe treaties forpied with the United Stat«. 

As t6 the- first, " their title }^ occnpanjsy,^' the a^erwer 'vronlil be, irhte 

the qonntr^ was discQy.ereKl, they were sayaget^;'- aAd that this discoTeiy, 

' of itself^ gave a rigf^ to form settlements, and to •zclude all otl^er' ciYil- 

ized z^tians. I'bUt is confaited npoa the nation of the discoverer ahd 

settler, the right t(/ aoqfoirethe nsti^etnary interest whi^ the nattvei 

• had. . It wotld be add^ that, at A very early period, th.e. Oherokeai 

formgd a treaty with Great Britaint by; which ih^ gaye np iheir inde: 

peadenoe^ and pat themselrds nnd^ the. proteetion of hie BHtannie 

K^'esiyi xfiat they'took a part with tlie British Grown in the war cflf 

the Revolution. .That the American arms were employed against them, 

, and they oonqnered, when Independei^oe was acknowledged^ andUthe 

treaty of peace made with Great Britain. . that this-conqnest oanfeired 

• nppn the respectiye States^ within whose limits they were, all the ri^ts, 
and gave them all. the vpowera which the Crown had, prior to the ldier(^ 
Intion. That th^i right ^till oontinued ^rx the Btates, and joiev^ wss 
yielded to the UDited States. That, lif shearing these rights, they seve* 
raUy exercised tjiese ^wer^ Irom the .year 1776 np 1x> ther year 1785| in 
such manner, as, in their sovereign will, they believed, to be wise and 
Just, without any control from the United Stat^^ , . 

That, although, in the Articles of Ooxifed^ration, there is a pow^ giTSB 

to the United Btates to make treaties wiU^ Indians -residing o»t of thdr 

. limits, .yet there is, in the mi^th article an. express saving to eaeh J^ak, 

otf all its l^t^lative rights, mthin its 'eharteiid^limiU: . 

As tp the second point, th^ political condition h^ the Indians, as estab* 

. lished^by tr^ti^ between. them and. the United. States. - The ^jret and 

pnly treaty with the Oh^rokeea, dumg the Articles oflDonfederation, 

was eoncli^ded in November^ K86. • ^ * 

3y that treatj^, a boundary is established,' which allots-, to the Indiaia 

• a greal extent' of country, within the acknowledged Jimitfr of both-Horth 
Carolina and Geoigia, imd Qver whiob those 3tat^ had actually legis- 
lated ; ha^ previously an£hari!aed by law the sal^s-of laacltherdn ; a eon- 
siderable quailtity -had in fact b^n^sold io individuals,' 'and the oonsider- 
atibn meney paid to the State. ' . . ' . - 

A^nst this jfrekty bothVG^pq^a a^d Korth Cart>Ii.na -entered tli^r 
9olemn jprotettt^ it being, as they ^egedy in violation of their UguiUUm 
rigliU, ... ^ 

' Not very long^ after this' treaty, the Cherokees waged a war against* tlie 
citizens of those States, which continued. nntil eom^ short timQ pHqr to 
the trefity of Holston, concluded in the year X7d^L . . ' *. 

Tins was the first treaty made with, those Indians under the ^IJKuity 
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ftf tliO proi^t ponstitatioa of the United States, and by it a ndw botm- 
dary is agreed npon, by wbick the lixnita l^re allotted to the Indhqifl> 
are rednoed te a smaller compiles. 
, By ^e Beyenth ^f^iele, '^^'Md. Vnited States- Molmn^ grantee Jo the 
Cherokee tuition jpil their lanSe not hereby eedid*^ . « / 

.oil. the- sevenUi. day* of Febrvaiiy; 1792, aa additional article .io. this 
last-mentioned treaty 16 agreed, ppon, by -which an addition of fiy® hun- 
dred dollars is ma^e to U|e ai^nity a|;lpnlat^d in th^ fpnner treaty^. 

.In Jnne, 1794, another tretaty is made between the parties, by which 
the provisions of the treaty of ,1791 are revived, an addition made te 
their annuity, and provision for i:unning and marking the boundary line. 

Jn October, l798, an additional treaty is concluded, by which j^^^^mer 
trieatie$ arp raited, the boundary of' Indian lands curtailed by another* 
cession to the UnitedStivtes, for an adcHtional oompensa^oo. 
. In October, 1 6(04^ another treaty is condnded, by which i^ore Und is 
ceded by. (he Indians, for a consideri^tioa fligreed uj^on and specified m 
the treaty. ' . . . >. ' 

In Octob^, 180^, tif o treatiesare«made, fay which th^ Indians cede ai 
additional quantity of land, t . •. « ' . . 

Oii'^e setentH day of J^iiai^, 180C, another treaty, k conchided,.in 
whicJi^moreJand is iseded tb the United States; and in September, 1807,* 
an explanation is agreed upoaof the beondiuy li^e ipteikded in the treaty 
last mentioned. .* • t ^ ' 

On the,twenty-6ecoDd day of March, 181*6, another.treaty is concluded, 
by which the Indiana relinquish their title to lands in South Carolina, 
fbr which the United States engage South Carolvia wiU make payment; 
and on ihe same day another treaty Js made, in- which the Indians relin- 
quish to the United States their claim to ipore lands, and agree to allo^ 
th4 use of ^e water courses in their remaining country, and also to per* 
n^t loads to be made through the same. 

On the fourteenth of September, 1816, aQpther treaty is made, by 
which aQ4ulditional quantity of lan4 is ceded to the United States. 

On the ^ghtli day of July, 1817, another treaty }s concluded, l^ 
-which a^ ephahge of lands as agree4 on, a^id a plan for dividing the 
Cherokees settled:, one part.to remain east of the Mississippi; fliiothe|r 
to emigrate west ot the Mississippi, to a cojilntry designated in the 
treaty; and thosiB who might happen to fall within itie territory deded^ 
to have in election to heeome eitieefu^the Uhit^ StateBy^and each head 
^of an Indian family to -have a reservation of six hundredT axid forty acres 
of land^ to inelude his improvement^! • . 

And on the twenty-sev^ntti of Februaiy, 1819, another treaty is con- 
dnded, -intepded to be in execution of the stipulations contained in that 
of 181^, in several particulars, and in which ^^ additional tract of coun- 
ty is ceded to the United States. 



JTh^ as the' oonunitted iefiere, are all tBe treatleflh between. ilie 
XMtAA States ipd the Cherokee aation bn the AM^.Miltf.'of fhb IGflsis- 
alppiy.aBd within .the Ufaits «f wy of the United Stiites. 
. In eef end of theni there are etipiiktions for rtfadt^ the nangalicn ^ 
irtMTi) and.the e$tabtUHme^toffmiei^^iliv^ the hmnd^ reter^Md 0y iki 
'€ierohee$ to tft^MM^'and naranteed tp theiA Writhe thiltedlStates. 

In yixtn» or theie treaties, -the Cberokeee 'contend th^ haTea rafid 
and obmpiete title to the lands of which "thiiy are in possession!; and 
th«(t they hare a right to, establish s^h ^vemment, a^- in their 6wn 
<lp4oion, is best suited t6 th^ condition; and? that snbh {jbrernniciit » 
ifpdependent of any of the^ States arithin the Umits of wlUhhaJiyportibfa^ 
of their territory. may happen to be; and that die United 'States stahd 
woUnmly.pledged lo protect them in the pea4eAU enJcyiiMt of \^ against 
alltiie.workL ' . ^ t ; . 

On the other fide^ the StftCee may adndtfihati If the|)o7itiioa{ condtHofik 
<^theC^erol:ees was to .be ooBsideredf^as it 'delated to^the^r^fAlv and 
f>0iMrrof'the United Statei M}f^ then it is trae they ai^ and OQ{^ttb 
oe, atoommnnity iev^eigfi, ia all reapects-^-^ose eply excq>ted &i which 
they hod by the treaties eTfreBsify 'mrrendSred their indet>endenoe; tfad 
Btin contend that Georgia was a saT^rftgh and independ^ State, front 
tiie fourth day of July, 1776,. « t>^od tmUriot tq the Union of the>8tafes, 
nnder either th& Articles of Confeftel^tion, ftt of the present OonstitA- 
tion. That, as li sovereign State, she had a right to govern every hnmA 
being tlfithin hetfimits, according to her own wiS, aiid to dispose of' all 
the vacant kndS) when, 'to whbm, and'for what consideration, fehe 
pleased. Hiat she is still in the pOssessioir'.of a])i ihoae rights ab^ 
ppwei^ excepting only racii as'she'has expressly torrendered. That flli0 
never h^ suifrendered to the United States, either' by a tr^^ or.b^ apy- 
ty^r means, the power to dispose 'of )ier vacant' territoxy, or to anthor- 
ize the establishment pf % government- within her limits,, withont her 
•onsent. So tar from it, that the ninth article of the Otrnfedsiation for- 
^ds a|iy violation 6f her 'legjelativ^e rights, and exptessly pro^des tiiat 
no State bhall be deprived of territory for the benefit 6f the United 
States ; and that the tiiird seotjon of the foprth article of the Constita* 
tion, expressly says: No new $tAU sh^ b€|' fonned within &e Hmits of 
'one or more of tiie ola^ without^ their consent. And the tenth amend- 
ment of the Constitution declares^ )hateven *^ private 'property'shiall not 
Betaken fdr pubfic inei vritbdut making just compensation^* . That»!f 
privftte property cannot heti&6n i^^Aimt eampeniatMH^ the conclusion is 
very strong, that it was* not intended to give a power, to 'take the 
property whtch belopged to a iotereign .Stote^ under^any cfrenn^sjtances 
lllbitever. ihiat site never ^d giy6. her consent to this 'disposition of- 
Wther her Jurisdiction.or of her territory ; so fid* fh>m it, she entered her 
tblemn protest against the^rt^ inaty formed in -the year 1^85) as v» 
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UvB of'her ri^ts, and that no idferenoe ean be drawn, to her disadvaii- 
tage, from her mlenoe, or from anything ehemay bavesud in relation 
to any sabee^iaent treaty.; beeanae in eadi of .them a ohaug;e was made^ 
bj which a portion of her territoiy and jnrisdiotion was restoi^ to her^ 
and thns her condition rendered better than it was nnder the treaty of 
1785, Jtgainat which she had protested*. «. - 

She may flirth^ inaiaty that the secpnd section of the second article «t - 
ilie Ckmstitntion, which gives to the President, with the advice and con* 
•ent of two-thirds of the Senate, power to make treaties, bfas no api^<Ak 
tioa to Indiana within the chartered limits of -any of the ^tates ; nor Ilie 
eigfath section of the first artiole, which giVee Oongrees po;nr^r to regulate 
oommeroe wiih tbeindlan tribea. That if Indians can be treated with, 
it mnst be those oioly who. r^de out of the limits of the States, and 
those with whom oommerte may be regulated mnst be similarly sitn- 
ated ; otherwise, that part of the second section of the first article, which 
Ibrbida the ennmeration of Indians residing within the States, and ^*no( 
taxed,*^win be withont any appropriate meaning. That although £he 
United States may hare contracted Migatwfm with the Ohe!rokee nation, 
yet they YitA pretumdff contracted those eijnally as- s^femn' with €ack jaf 
ihe.8tate9» That in the fourth section of .the fourth article of the Con- • 
atitotion, ttie IbUowing pledge is givet^: ^^The United States shall 
mUmnly guarantee to oeery State in tjiie Uhi&n a republican form of 
€k>Temment^ anff shall protect each of them against invasion^ and, on 
apj^lication of the' Legislature,' or of the Executive (when thcLegislatnie 
cannot be convened), against iomeeiie wioteneeJ*^ 

She may ask, how can Georgia have a ^^ republican form of govent- 
snent,'** co-e](tensive with her limits^ unless aYngority of her citizens are 
permitted to preseribe itdies, to which 'oU muit eo^form f How will the 
United States have made gpodthe ''guarantee agAinst dcmeetie viotenee,'^ 
tf they permit a portion of the popiUatiQn*«ili&»n her Umite to estabksh, 
a govemm^it) oontniry tb hfir will, w:ith authority to prescribe ndes 
faiooosistentwith those pfeecribed by herself b She may add, that it was 
In the confidence tiliat this " solemn -gnarantee^ would be saore^I/ kept» 
that she consented to give ^p a^iy.p^rtion of her sovereignty, and become 
a member of the Union* 

In. addition, she may urge, that in' 180S, upwards of twepty-seven 
years ago, i^e made a' contract with the United States, by which they 
became^bound to purchascany claim which the Oherokee nation^ or any 
other, might set up tolanda within 'her limits, aiB eoon as such purchase 
could be made upon reasonable tefms. That, for. this stipriation,she 
pAid at the time a valuable consideration, in lands which she conveyed. 
That) after waiting thus Idng, and seeing fbr several jean past, the j>ros> 
])ect of a compliance on the ^art of the United States decreasing,- she had 
determined to exert her own^Yereign powers, over, her vhole terriuxy, 

11 
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In-Buoh tauiiuier as she believes lull be ju9t to her whole popidadoft. 
TJhat the object of this agreeiaent was to obtain a benefit ferhenell^ 
within her xeserTed limits, and that^ if sh^ shoold fail te receive the 
benefit she expected, she will take care not to; suffer her oondition.te be 
made worse. , ■ " ' 

s. 

That she is yet sovereign, within her own limits, ta every .extent she 
was' when she became a member of the Unionj except so ftr as ahe 
expresslj surrendered her sovereign^ by the temm of the Obnstitntion. 
That, akhongfa she is determined to use her power within her limits, yet 
she owes it to her own character so to exert it as- most to profnote the 
happiness of every rational bemg who may rem^h silili|Ject to her control, 
no matter what fnsy be his color, or in what langi^^je he may make 
known his wimts. 

Alahama and Ifississippi may s^y they were a part of the State of 
Qeorgia, up ta the time of the compact ^nh ces^on, in 1802, and that 
they have been etected npon parts of the territory then ceded to 4he 
' United States; and Ihat, with the exception of the difference, prodaced 
by not oWning the soil witlua their Umits, they -afe- entitled to the- 
benefit of every argoment which Georgia conld nige m this controversy. 

* Should theto argaraents, or any others, iti fitVor of the States, have the 
effect of proving that 'the United States have not the pMssr to comply 
with the stipulations contained in their treaties with the Cherokees/on 
acconnt of prior and wperiar obligations which they ha^ contracted, it 
conld not, in the opinion of the .committee, take«anyUiing firom that cha- 
racter for integrity and good 'faiih^ to which .they ard so jnsUy entitled. 

* None ooold sospect^that the obligation was contraotedwith a design to 
mislead or to deceive; and while tiie* United Stutes ere both able and 
willing to make a foil and adequate oompensal^on for all that may be lost 
for want of a ip6e\flc per/ormdnee of their agreement, their £uth is pre- 
(Mrved as inviolate as it woald be- if a^ their itipulatiant wwe wpec^ficaOf 
complied with, ' Should the Indians continue determined to reside where 
tiiey now are, and become subject to the lawsof the respective States ia 
which they reside, no difficulty can occur, as y6ttr committee see ao 
reason to apprehend that either of the States have it In-qontemplation to 

, force them to abandon the conntiy in which' they dweH; but, if they 
determine to remain, and continue to insist on a separate* and indepen- 
dent government, and refuse obedience to the laws of the States, the 
consequences which must Inevitably ensue, are such » the humane and 
benevolent cannot reflect upon wi^out feelings, of the deepest sorrow 
and distress. . 

if^'aA the contrary^ they should consent to exchanp, their present 
places df residence for a countrjr west of the Mississippi,, it h in the 
power of the United States to furnish o&e suited, as the committee 
believe, to thmr wa9ts and condition,' where they can be secured againslt 
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file Intni^n of any other people; .where, nnder the protection of the 
Uaited States, and with their aid, they oan pnrsne their plan of civiliza- 
tion, and, ere long, be in the peaoeahle eiyoyment of' a dvil government 
of their Own choice, and where Ohristian and philanthrt^iBt can have 
tfiDple aoope for their lahon of love and benevolence. 

Toar eomiftlttee are of opinion, that ai£ple meani^ Bhonld be placed, by 
Congress, in the power of the President of the United States, to anthorize 
and enable him to have the connQ-y west of the Mississippi, ontof the 
limits of idl the States, laid off Into 1u many districts as may be deemed 
necessary for the iesidfence of the IndianSi, now within the respective 
States, with which ,the United States have treaties; to hare those 
districts acoarately described; and also^ tfi mak» exchanges and pur- 
chases with snch tribes, pr parts of the^ as may choose to remoVe ; to 
give aid in the removal, end to,contribnte, for a season^ tt> their snpporti 
at tl^ir new fJaces of residence, for which purposes, the committee ask 
leave to report a bilL . 

▲ BILL 

^proMefor an exchange of lanfii wUk the Indiofis rmidinff in anf of 
ike Jkaiee &r Territoriee^ and for thoit remotal weet qf the rieer Mieeie- 

Be it enacted hf ^ Se^te ondMouee of SepreeentaHioee of ^ United 
'Statee ofAmeriea in dengreee ateei/kbled. That it shall and may* be lawfnl 
for the President ef the United 'States, to catise so mnch of any territory 
belonging to the United States, west of the river Mississippi, not indaded 
in any State, end to which thb. Indian title has been extinguished, as' he 
may Jndge neoMsary, to be divided into a suitable number of districts for 
the reception of, such Iribes or nations of Indians as may 'choose to 
exchange the. lands where they now rtapde, and remove there^ and to 
cause each of said districts to be so described by natural or artifieial 
marks^ as to be easily distinguished from every other. 

Sso. 2. And he itfurthef enacted^ That it shall and ipay be ^lawful for 
the President to exchange any or all of sudi districts, so ^ be laid ofT 
and described, With any tribe or nation of Indians now residing within 
the limits of any of the States or territories; and with which the United 
States have existing treaties, for (lie whole, or any part or portion of the 
taptory claimed and occupied by such tribe or nation, within the 
bounds of any one, or more, of the States or territories. . 

Sao. 8. 4nd be it fkirther enacted^ That, in the making of any such 
exchange, or exchanges, it shall and nyiy be lawfol for t^e President 
aolemnly to assure the tribe or nation wHh which the exchange is made, 
that the United States will forever setonre lind guarantee t6 them, and 
their heirs or successors, the-oonntry so exchanged with them, and that. 
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if they prefer it| the tJn)ted States will cajoae § patent or ghmt to be 
made and executed to them for the same: Providdd alwaif$^ That audi 
labda shall rdvert to tho United-States, if the Indians become eartinc^ or. 
abandon the same. ^ ^ 

Seo. 4. *And he it fwrfhtr eiMcUi^ thaX, ff^ upon any of the'laifds now 
ooonpied by the 'hidians, and to h^ ezdhlttiged foPyihere shonld b^ snch 
improvements as tidd vahie to the land daimed by any IndiTidnalor indi- 
▼iduals of sQoh tribes or nations, it shall -and may be lawlbl'for th6 Pv^s- 
«ident<to eaase-aach ralae to be ascertained,- by appraisement or otherwise, 
and to canse snoh ascertained Ta^ne to 1)0 paid tct^the person or persoiis 
daiming snch improToments. 

Sbo. 5. And he, it fu/riher ettaoted^ That, upon the making of any snoh 
exchange as is contemplated by this tkct,.it shall and mfiy.be lawftdfor 
tiie President to canse snch aid and assistance to be ftamished to the etni- 
grattts, as may be necessary and proper to enable them to remove fa, and 
settle in, the country for which they may ba^e exchange ; and also, to 
give them snch. aid and assistance as may be necessary for tiieir snppbrt 
andeubsistence lor th^ first year aftor their removal. 

Sfeo. 6. And he it farther 'enacted^ That it shall 4uid may be lawfbl kx 
the President to canse snch trib6 or nation to be pro^ted, at their neir 
residence) agdnst all interruption or disturbance from any other tribe or 
nation of Indians, or fW>m any other person or persons whatever. 

S^.' 7. And he it fwrther enacted, That it slyill and may be lawful for 
■the President to havci the same superintendence and caice over any trib^ 
or nation in the country to which they may remove; as oontelnplaled by 
this act, that he is now anthorbeed to have over them at their present 
places of ,resid«ice. 

'Sio. 8: And he it Jktrther enaetei^ That for the purpose of giving 
effect to the provisions of this act^ t^e sum of • dollars is hereby 

appropriated, to be jMud out of any money in the Treasuxy, not otherwise 
appn^riaied. 

ff * 

.Still joontinning to take his abonatomed inlereat in the oonoemt of 
the ladiansi Judge White, in rektioa tq-thd so-called ''Cheibkee 
Uemorial/' presented by Mr. dayi spoke aa foUow% Febi M^, 1835 f 

Iir presenting the memo^ and resolutidns, t^e Hon. Senator has 
gone into a djsoikssicn of the powers of the States, aiid- the maaner in 
wh]0h those powers4iave been exerted over the Indians. 
' I do aoi believe any benefit Js Jikely to result to the people of i^^e 
United S^tes,' or to the Ihdians, from such discussions ; but as the sub- 
jeel has been introduced,, it is due to Ifae States, that,^ least, some of 
the grounds upon which they have aioked, should be brought to* the notice 
of the Senate^ 
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mat WM ih« «oiididoa of theladiant, wUkm the Um&i cf ike JBUUet 
attbo'clote of ib^reToliUionary war? ^ ** 

Tl)e pMpk of the Uaitied States -declared their indepeBdeoce, and the 
xeTolationary war in. mainteoaiioe of that deolarotion, jtermtoated in a 
tRat5 of peaM Ui 1783. The luniti and bounds of the States are describe^ 
ia that treaty! - P4ch of the States, withtn iuierritoriai limito, belieired i% 
was free» sovereign, and indepeodeai,. and that a m^oritj had a rigbtia< 
prescribe wbateVerrnletf they plesused for the government of every personi 
of every age, sex, and color, withia thjair acknowledged boaadaries. 

£ach,of these States believe they still possess all these powen, eseepl 
so fiu* as they have exprettAy graated to the Federal Ooveroment, Ibr the 
gDod.of the whole.* • ' ^ - . * , 

The articles of confederaUpa gave to the Federal government power to 
regalate tfade and intercourse with the Indians, bat contain 'an expresa 
proviso that Congresa shall not inteif^re with the terntorial rights of the 
States. 

The first treaty with. the Gherokees was made ia 1785, and althoagh 
the articles refernd to were ti^ea in foroe, the lands allotted to the 
ladiaas iadn^ed a'larga portioa of the Urrikn^ of North OaioRaa. * . 

Th4t State war not inattentive to her rights* . She had aik agent present 
whea theireaty was negotiated, and he there eatered the selema (kfotesi 
of his^ IStatfb. more thaa once, agaiast this ei^rctse of federal power. 
These protests are still oa- record, and An yet be prddaoed at.aaytiine^ 
the SeiAte amy desire. 

The next treaty irith the Ofaerokeos was aftur the present ooastitation 
was adopted. . , 

la the mean time, North €a«>lina:iiad been arged to cede her westetn 
lands to the Uaited States, and one motive fbr this i^as, that the United 
States would be the better enabled, to regalate her* ai!airs/ with the 
Cherokees, it being, then believed, th?)^ i41,'or afiarly* all, lived on 
these lands.^ ' ' 

In 1789, Nortk Carolina, yielding to tbesesdieitatione, aiade the cessioiie 

T^e vacant lands,,* dfter satisfying all existing claims against North 
Carolina, were the property of the United States, who also had the sele 
power of legislation. The^tlaited States thus owning the vacant soil, and 
having the Mirt iovereignty ^and jurindieUon^ and still believing the 
Cberpkees resident upon this tenitory, made the treaty of fiolston ia 1791. 

After arguing upon the bouadary betweea the Whites aad the ladiaas, 
there is oae. express guarantee to the Indians of their leads. This, if ray 
memory serves me, ie^the^rtl guaraatee to. these ladiaas. This guaran* 
tee waa iaserted not by the mere motioa of our Oomraissioner, bat by the 
express instraet^ns of President Washington. .The reason <$f this' is 
obvious to me. . General Washington beKeved, at that day, the con<itry 
guaranteed to the Indiaas was a tract over which ;tiie United States alone 
had the sovereignty and jorisdiction« and &at they were the ownfbrs of 
the soil; that neither the^sOvereijgn nor ierritorial rights ef aay fitate 
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iPQM iuTsded by mcli ft atipalation, and that U would be the nteans of 
proTentinl; fnture eDcrpachmeiiU upon the lodiam. 

We DOW know by oar owfi executive journal, kept eeoret nnttl a few 
yeare |W8t, that when the first agreements with the Indians were made, 
after the adoption of the constitotion, tfie President himself doubled 
whether they* ought to go through the forms prescribed for treatite ; he 
■ent a.m'essage to the Senate; it doubted,- but eventualli^ seemed to hare 
acted upon the opinion, that the fbrmal sanction of two-thirds of the 
Senators pfeseni, required to ratify treaties, would be a safe rule, as to 
these compacts or agreements, which course has been pursued OTer'^nee. 

A further illuitsation of General Wsehington's views ar to the rights 
of. States, may be given by his oondtict in relation to lands within the 
limits of New York, wbich were attempted to be secured to Indians by 
treaty. He condemned this course on the part of the agent, teid muda it 
tiie suYject of a special letter on record. 

The tract of coun^, ceded by North Oarolina to the United Stales^ in 
1789, and whieh was- a territory in 1791, when the'^^lston treaty wss 
mAde; continued to be ^ territory till Februsij, 1796, when the residents 
fiumed the constitoUon, and afterwards were admitte4 ittto the Union. 

In the .'tieaties with Cherokees/ subsequent to that period (and there 
were many df theiA, asiias been cjo^rectiy-sud by the *h6norable. eeoslor 
Irom Kentucky) the United States seemed te have lost sight of the dis- 
tinction i[>btween their powers over n country, of which they had both 
the right of wU tindjuritdicHon, and one where the SUUet had the tight 
of soil and jurisdiction, and to btfve continued the guarantee as inserted 
in tbe treaty of 1791. . ' . 

'.The States, however, do wHt acquiesce m this exerci^ of federal 
power. The same* opinion entertuned by North Carolinl^ in 1785, is 
adhered, to now. , They maintain that .they are sovereign and independent 
communities, within the whole of- theiir chartered limits, upon all points, 
where they have not t^nsferred their powers to the federal government 

They mahithin that these agreentents with a portion of th^ir own 
papulation are not treaties, within the^neaning of the Constitution ; and 
they deny that they have ever vested in the Meral government the pow^ 
by treaty, or otherwise, with uny portion of the people within their limifk, 
no matter whether French, German, or Indians, to take from the State 
one acre of its territory, and transfer it to any other people whatever. 

They maintain thAt each State has the right, independentiy of- the 
federal and all other govemmentB< to enact such laws ibr the goverhment 
of their whole population, at, in the wisdom -of tMir own legisltttuies, 
may seeni best suited to the Interest of all ; and that in the exercise of' 
this power, none, out of their Kmits, has the right to interfere. 

If the States are right in the operation of these powers, it must clearly 
follow that they alone have the power to judge whether their laws art 
adapted te.the condition and wants of the people. ' 

Whether-ihe l^tates are correct in the assertion and mafaitenanoe of 
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tigbto md powers or no^ they thiid^ they are,. and nwiy others 
tfaiiik "with ^em. , They hsw eoM vpon them* and will oontinae to do 
ib, ai I -firmly beliore. Ooorgif* lia« extended lier.laws over the whole 
limiAi. Tennessee has, te some porposevdone the same thing, and so 
havs Korih'Oarolin»«nd Alabama.* 

How, then, are these States to be indoeed to rescind or xej[)esl' those 
laws? Sappbse the United States apply to them for th4. repeal; they 
win answer, their laws tee approved by their people, they had the power 
to enact them, aAd they wSU not repeal them. What then? Are the 
United Stated to apply force to compel the repeal? If they do, andencb 
Ibice is met by m opposing ^rce firom^tb^ States, we then have pii»* 
sented to oo^ View .the most horrid of all sp^acles.. Armed strifb 
between brothers, and in ^e midft of it, what beooihes of the Red m^ 
for whose rights this war u Waged? They are jBwept from this state of 
existence. When the war terminates,' there will* be no Indians to be pro- 
tected by the Unitbd States, or by thpse States individaally. *- 

The time has arrived when we most all speak out plainly as we think*. 
These peiople, if they rtai^n where ihey are, mast sabniit to the lews. of 
the respective States. They caniiot exist in the States as a separate and 
distinct community, governed by their own costoms and laws. Some of 
them are civilised and enlightened ; they will make nsefnl and respect- 
able members of the community. They may still remain -where they are 
if they choose. Bat this is^not the condition of the mass <^ the Indian 
population. They ake poor. Ignorant, and uninformect 

Residing where they now do* certain misery' and ruin «wait tiiemr 
If ibey will remevjD, beyond the Mississippi, out of eur States and oigan- 
ned territories, they may be preserved. Then tiiey may progress, in thst 
eivilisation which has commenced ; they can, as freemen, have a' govbrn- 
JDent of their own choide ; theiV inter^ts cad be promoted, and ^iheir 
rights protected, l^y the United States, witiiodt collision with' any State. 
Who DOW doubts that* it is their interest to do so ? Few men'ean doubt it, 
who will tak9 pains to acquire correct information', and then dnl;|r consider 
Ae subject I believe the time has neaiiy arrived, and will certainly 
<spon have arrived, when there "wiU be but one opinion upon this subject 
throughout the country. 

The policy of induMg our Indians to remove^west of the Mississippi! 
. did not originate with this admtn}stradon. • As-early, at all events, as 
J804, it was the policy. <^ Mr. Jefferson«» It has Been the poliey <^ every 
-saeoeeding administratioa; and during the last administntion, it had, 
in the t&en Secretary of War, one of its ablest advocates. Tlie great dis- 
rinetioa between this and prior administrations oonsists in the preeent 
baring succeeded to a much greater extent in carrying into effect^ wiiat 
aU, ffom the time of Mr. Jefferson, desired to accomplish. 

The honorable Senator from Kentucky thinks, as the State of Georgia 
has4ihut her courts, agunst those -people, we ought to open those, of' the 
United States to themy And if we can, let me ask, Mr. President, of 
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» 

wbat ptsetieal benefit will saoh % promio^ bet U^eM. SiMOttift 
a. poor Indian, living «iTroiinded bf "^If^hiiety.ttnfiri^ndly to bin, to oom* 
manee rait in iho Mend oiroi)nt oonri and then follow it here to iIm 
Sapreme eoait^ to aeoert bia ttUe to 160 or to 640 aerea of land, and by 
the time the oanie ie decided, he and hie family will atami to'death. 

Instead of thte, let wt encourage them by ^illlie meane in onr^iiower, 
to remove^ ETery day they remain,- the me^e of .the United Statee to 
ftimieh Jbem comfortebler homes west of the Mi^ssipp^ are leeeeoing. 
OUier tribea are going and getting their choice of the. conntry. Let 
theee be eneoaraged to fem^fe speedily ; provide funds for their removal, 
ibr their oomfortoble support for a season. ^ Famish them a.permanei^t 
home ; guarantee it by all the tpldmnities which can be deemed necesr 
nary, and then faithfully obiAirve this guarantee. Upon Hbese pwnts, if 
additional legislation is found' to be proper,! am williog to ^ to any 
oMent which may be deemed aecessa^, and which is not incaqaiatenfr 
with what is doe. to the int^resU of the gr^ body of our pommonity* 

In a lettef.tb J. A. Whiteside, B^q., dated Sept. 17,*1885, Judge 
Willie TilmiBhes k valuable statement of hisTiews on the Indian qnea- 
tion. In a portiou pf that letter he s^ys : . , 

f ;nosi heartiljr approve. the policy of the. present Adminittratioii in 
removing the ladians settled within the.Stiitte and territories, to the 
WMtem side of the Mississippi '; and then settling them beyond the fimits 
of any Stoto or ot^ganised terntory, and have given such- aid as was in 
Of power to effect that olg'ect • 

/During the session of 1829-30, the plan was' submitted toClongresB, 
and after a most labcridus examibation and discussion, was sanctioned 
by*that body/ In that eumination and discussion, it was my lot to take 
no inconsiderable part, and at that day, those with whom. I was associ- 
ated were pleased -to think my exertions were- of no inconsidera)>le value; 
Public opiniop was much divided ( it ^has.aow settled down in aM appro- 
ve!! of the plan then adoptfML -Many Ireatiea'have been formed with tiie 
various tribes of Indiana,, and ..•numbers of theto have been sictnally 
removed. Those residing east of the Uississlppif to irit : the Ohickasaws, 
Choekws, Creeks, Oherokees^ ^d Seoiinole Indians,' were the hardest- 
to^conriaee that their interest would be promoted by ja realcwl. All of 
these^«aeept the Cherokees, have atiength beo6me eottvxnoed« beded tbeii 
country> and have either aotoally removed, or agreed to do so. The 
Cherokees yet remain, and parts of their country are in.TenneStoe, If. 
Oarolimi, Georgia, and Alabama. To each of. these Stotas, it is a matter 
of peculiar inteteat that their claim should be eztingniehed, and they 
removed* In repeated instances, the United States faAve made treatiee 
with the Cherokeea from the year 1785 op to the year 1919, and sol^nDly 
bound themsdvea to guarantee to them' the conntry where th^y. now 
reside.. As early as the year 1802|.the United Stetes made a compcel 
with the State af Geoii^ in which they bound themselves te a valuabl* 
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•OMidtntioii to exjktngniBh the.IodUn tribe within her limitp, 00 soon v 
U ooiikl be .dQne on reMonable' tonne. On Abe one haiid, Georgia has 
been preeeing for a oompUanoe witl»>^hie. etipillalion ; pn the other, the 
Cberokeeabave been ur^^ng « tK>in|diaiyee with the guarantee contained 
la the tMaties. Tbeee inconaietont obligatione hate oocaeioned hiQcb em- 
barraaement. I hate mentioned the dootrine, that if no other govern- 
ment were eoneemed btyt the United dtatee, they were' bonnd to make 
good their treaty etipntations, by aeonring to the Indians, the enjoyment 
of the country guarantied ; but that GE^drgia was bompldlely sotAreign and 
independent witSiin her own aoknowMgod limits» ezeept so far as she had 
€iq»vt<(y.sarrendered her eoviereigt(ty to the United States ; that she never, 
had granted the po'wer to th^ Federal government, by trea,ty or. orth0r- 
wi8e»-to dispose of any portion of her torriiory ; and therefore these gnaran- 
tees to ths Indians oonld not be oomplied.with sp^eifieally, but most be 
eoprpensated* by paying to the Indians th6..full value of their ooimiry 
whenever the.stato chose to assert her nfj^fts within he]r own limits* 

This subject I had occasion to discuss at length, in the early part of the 
year 1830, and have maintained this doptrine, at all times,- and ii^ nXi 
plaees, when it was spoken of in my presepc^, from that day. to this. . ^ 
* On all occasions I have used every ^tr m^an^ in my power to prodnc0 
adispositien on the part of theln^Kans, to sell out their claim to the 
United States, and remove, and he who .asserts to the contrary does him* 
self great iixjustioe, because he asierttf that which is nntme. 

By those who have latterly been disposed to<4nd fault, It has been * 
alleged^ thai winter before last, the- United Stotes negotiatod a trea^ 
with the Chtrokees, which, if ratified by. the Senate, would have put ptia 
qnestion -at rest^ and that I was oppotod to ite laCficationrf 

It jk true, at the time mentioned, Andrew Ross, James Stair, and sonm. 
olhes^^came on to Washington, add there made wjiat was called a treaty ; 
and it'b alsoitme, that instrument was sirl>mitted to the Senate for rati- 
fication, «tfd that 1 the whole committee, of. which I was ond member^ 
Imported against ite rdtifioation, qa the ground that it was not« treaty. 
' A treaty is k contract* or agreement between two or^more nations Or 
countries. To gire it any validity, it must have the assent of boih 
partiee. This instrument, if ratified, was intopded to bind the • United 
States on one part, and the Oh6roke0 Indians oil the other. 

' Andrew Boss and his party .were' ifet ehieft of the nation ; they did not 
pretend to jrepreSent the nation 7 they were not antborned by the nation 
to make the treaty^ ^nor didf.ikejf pretend Ihey had any mcA oMhorUf;^ 
and*>there was a ffMUH tigned^ or pretended to be signed* by almost tiid 
wkttU waiimi^ 94B^iaX imy iiittmpi o^ 

■Under these circumstances, I could find no principle or precedent 
which Would justify me in calling that a uvaty* which not only had pot 
the Assent, of the Indians, but was made against their ejcpress wishes ; 
thereibfe I held myself bound hot to recommend its ratification. I 
sought infiprmation from the Secretary of W«r and others, and* could find 
no one m^ who could furnish me with either principle q^ precedent for 
a coarse dHferent m>ra that which I pursued. It will l>e recollected, 
that during a prior administration, by some inadvertence, a treaty iu^i 
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been made and T«idfi4^ with the Greek Indians, whieh, upon eoowiiii** 
*tion, w|M fbaod - to be wUhout authority from the In4ian8, and what 
wercr the oon8eqiieD<$ee ? A ciTil war ; the principal Indian negotiatofs 
put io death, and the treaty annulled by the Preeident and Senate. 

With a fuU knowledge of all tbia, I cqnld not recommend the niti6c»> 
tioQ of this instrument at a treaty, when, in my best judgment, it wanted 
the eMQi/to^ requuitet tp make it binding upon .the pa^es. 
■ It has also been objected to me, tha> during the same Winter, I intro- 
duced and urged the Senate t6 adopt a resolution, reqSiesting the Presi- 
dent t» negotiate .with the State of Oeorgia, for t^ portion of her t^rrUory 
for^lke Ckeroheee, It is true, such a resolution was recommend^ by the 
unanimous consent of the Committee on Indian Affurs, of which I was 
chairman', and the ^nate.did not' adopt it I was induced to giTC my 
fupport to that resolution for the fpllowing reasons: — Geoc^a had 
e]ttended her laws over the Indians. She had parcelled •<Mit anftong her 
citizens the Indian tefTitory, reserving to (he Indiam the tracts ^of laid 
vponv>hi9h (hey aetadtfy ^resided, Ross and the other, chiefs petitioned 
Congress to make good the guaranties contained in the treaties. Qeorgia 
was pressing to have the Indian title extinguished according to the com* 
pact, and one of the senators had introduced a bill, the first section of 
which provided that the XlBited Stctes ^ould pwrehaoe out from (he 
Indians those settlements* which had been reserved by the (Jeorgtan laws, 
if they we're willing to sell ; and the second section provided, if the 
Indians would not sell, that then the Uiiifed States should purchase out 
from the indioidual eitigens iheirjus simplex in those reserrations, and 
vest the same in the Indian occupants. 

^hese various matters were all before the' committee •t tluisame time, 
and In addition to this, Ross^and his party communicated to 'the commit- 
tee a* wish, if nothing, more could he done, thftt the Federal Ooverpmeat 
should 'endeavour to procure from Georgia a smaH portion of her territory. 
Upon which the Indians might reside tLfew years, until they could be 
better qualified fol^ the eivU government of tiie Stato of Georgia, apd 
alleged that some inflilential men in Borgia had assured them that the 
State would be willing to make such an 'arrangenfent, and if she would 
not ^hen applied to by the Federal Governn^ent, tha,t then the Indians 
would sell oqt their ^hole country and remove. 

In* this state of things, and under these ciroumstanoes, I gave my sano- 
tion to the resolutiohs, without ihuoh expectation thM Georgia would 
yield to Che wishes of the Indians ; but with a settled conviction that if' 
G^orgTa refused, thai then-ihe ^uUans eoUld have no pretext for longei^ 
delayirfg a treaty; and I yet believe, if Ihe ^nate had adppted the reso- 
lution, apd 'Georgia had refused, that before this time we should have 
had a treaty with the'Oherokeest In thit I may be mistaken, therefore 
find no fault with that pari of the Senate who thought differently. 

During the las^ se^i^ of Oongressi there were two parties of 'Ohero- 
kees- in Washington, the onfe headed by John Ross, and supposed to 
represent the whole of the Cherokees, the ether by Riilge, and* said to 
represent a small portion only. Memorials from both these parties bad 
been presented to the Senate, the fi^t* praying Congress to make good 
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^\s treaty •tipnlalioiu, %iid th^ hit, praying proTivioii to be Ufde fipr 
their-reniQTal weet of the Miasiasippt. ^heeo memorials were referred, to 
the teomnittee, of wbioh i .was chairman. Near the eloee of the seseion^ 
I was informed by the Secretary of W$r that the ezeoative had ]^en 
negotiating with Ross and his party for tb% extinguishmept of their tiUe 
to the whole country now* occupied by them, and that tliey had disagreed 
as to the price to be given, and that Boss had ^proposed to 'accept any 
sum which the Senate would say was reasbaable, and therefbre iiwas 
wished the Senate should give its advice as to the price. 

.The difficulty at once presented itself, what mode oould be adopted to 
bring the subject before the Senate, so as to enable that' body*to express 
its opinioiv I tool^ the liberty of suggeeting that the President ought to 
send a confidential message, asking the ad?iee of the Senate, 'apd ihen« 
without iovbt, it would be given, as this had been the course pursued by 
President Washington and the Senate, pripr to the treaty of 1791 « with 
this same natioa of Indians. The Secretary afterwards informed ihe he 
had conferred with the Pre^dent, ^ho declined sending any message 
asking advice fcDm the Senate, and thus it appeared the negotiation must 
^1 through, as at that time no other regular mode of bringing the sulject 
before that body occuri^ to me, or waa, suggested by any other person. 
Much solicitude was felt by several members with whom I conversed, as 
well as by myself, that the opportunity of settling amicably a controversy 
which had occasioned much trouble pfUn, and serious apprehensions^, 
should be lost, and ia reflecting upon the suljeoty a modf of <bringf ng 
&e matter before the Senate presented itself to my mind, which was 
satisfactory. I stated it to the committee; they cipncurred kiit; we 
brought the qase beforeHhe Senate, ancl it aided iH the adoption, of a reach 
lution which you have aeen published.' , / 

Any statement or suggestion whioh has been made, that either pulK 
licly or privately I have said or done anything since being a member of 
the Senate, wilb a view, in .any respect, to delay or defeat a treaty with 
the Cherokees> is entirely erroneous ; my best esertion^ Jiave, at all 
times, been need to effect that olgect^ and when ^le .reeoiutioa, just 
alluded to, waa adopted, I felt that my taak was finiahed, and that a 
treaty would be the imviediate eonaeqpence. If it fails, the fault ought 
not to be placed to my ateount ^ , 

In 1826, soon after Bis entranoet into pditiosl life, Jadge White^ m 
common with the whole party of which^Oen. Jackson became, the 
head, and in oonformity to tbe doclarationa of that leader^ was ^n 
avowed enemy to the ezisting system of exeontire patronage^ and the 
elasa of meaaorte nataially tesulting fh>m it. In 1883^ upon the 
lecbipt of Mr. Calhoun's report (from the select oommitt^ a^^pointed 
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at his insUnce) to inquire into the eitent and «poNitioti of the cob* 
stahtly increasing patronage of the ezecntive of the United States, 
Judge White spo^ke in support of this bill, although \^j so doing ho 
incurred- much displeasure from his friends of the party in pow^r. 
He avowed the same principles that he had avowed before, in 1826, 
and tffterwardain I'^O. He'was.cpnsistent in action and in speech; 
but his friends of the Democratic host, who w«re..;iow iisi^ ibr thdt 
own purposes t}ie machinery whose use had afforded them ao fine a 
subject for invective when in the hands of their opponents, could hojt 
patiently listen to a apeecb which, While it waa strictly and entiieiy 
a repeated. statement iknd a support of Judge White'a own views, 
> was indirectly though clearly a thorough exhibitioh of their own 
'inconsistency. ^ Judge White's remarks o^ this subject are of lasting 
interest; and ^at not the least at the present day. We. subjoin the 
essential portions of this/ordble and valual>le speecL February 16th, 
1835, kr. White said : ' 

Mr. President: It was my fortune to be placed ot the committee of 
nine, in the yeiir 1826, wbo^ prooeeduogs have been.s^ken of in this 
debate. I atn one bttt^e oommittee who concuhed in importing the bill 
Mi to be similar to the one under oohsideration. I am now as ready 
to carry out the opimons then e^ntertained as I was at that tinle, unless 
it can be shown that Oongress has no poi;^er to mal^e the enactments, or 
that they would be injurious io society. 

Thto number of oAcers employed in handling public money i^ neces- 
sarily very much increased during the war which terminated in 1814-15. 
Although the President had the .power to remove all the oncers men- 
tioned in this bill, yet it .was believed, In the year 1820, it had nQtl)een 
eiercised as fr^uently as the public interest required ; officers who ha^ 
collected mon^ whic^ they ough) to have paid into the treasury, and 
officers who dreii^ money out of Uie treasury, which it was their duty 
to disburse according to the^eqnirement of acts of Ooni^ress, had in 
many instances faile4 lA the perfbrmance of their duty ; lo^fes had been 
sustained, ' and more were fear^,' unless additions] provisions were 
made ; these circumstances gave rise tO the act of 182Q. 

By this statute, at the end of every four years eaeh of these officen isto 
. hd 9ui ef office 89 a 'matter^of course,, without the exercise xxf any ezeeu-. 
tive power whatever; and daring four years, the Presid^t, if he 
chooses to do so, has €he power of removing ^ or any of them from 
office. In carfying into effect the provisions of this act, it was. expected 
that when the term of Ap officer expired, the President would^inform 
himself through the proper department, whether the officer bad dis* 
charged his duty with fidelity ; and if h^ was informed he h'adi, that he' 
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woold then'reBomiDAle "bSm for th4 same office for ftn<other' term.' I 
believe tliet the benefits expected froiQ* this kw baye been realixed by 
the practice under H. Erer since I have had the honor of a seat on this 
4oor, I affirm that, both nnder the-pest^md the preseiit AdminiBtratien, 
I hare witnessed the MYfetest scmtiny into the oondoct of these officers^ 
wheneyer renominated ; and t do not remember a sin^e case in which 
there was a disposition manifested to contanne any one of them who had 
been faithless fn bJs tmst. Bntln 1B26, the 4X)i9mittee belicTed, tl^ 
althoogh mnch good had resulted from this law, yet, in the stmggles for 
place an^ fifr power between parties, yery great erUs whi^h had not 
been foreseen, would in, aH probability be experienced. I^e whole of 
these officers, amounting 'to a vast number, all going out at the end of 
•acb fonryears, and being entirely depeiEident upon^e will ol^ the Fred- 
dent, fot the renewal of them oominissions, many -of them would be 
induced iy> look. more te their own sitnadon and interest than to ihe 
welfare of the country ^ and, witKa.yi^w to secure themselves,^ they 
would be most likely to confo'rm .their opinions fp the wishes of the 
PMident, whoever he might h&ppen to be. If he was a candidate for 
re-eleetioii himself^ they^would most Hkely vote for him; or if one of his 
fHends^was a candidate, they -would rote for Um, although they nnght 
not conscientiously believe the best interests of the country would b0 
promoted by the inteoestspf his exponent It i^ no answer to this 
ttQgument to say it casts reproach upon these officers to suppose they 
would suriander their opii^ons to those in power. Mr. Bresident, Is II 
a reproach to say they are ment Is it a stigina upon their dmracter ta 
say that while they live in this world, that '^hile they have flaroihes te 
provide for, they n^ust have the means of living ff We aH know that we 
ai^ too apt.to conclude that our nei^bors will bd pretty well provided 
for when' we are* very -well provided for burselves. Sxperience eon* 
Yinoes ns thai when a man who iA dependent on his oWn exertions for a 
living, obtainsone of these offices,- he and his*ftmily manage well if they 
keep their expenditures within their salary. They become dependepjt 
upon the tjuarter's salary for food and clothing. If deprived of the office, 
the man knows not what to turn his hand to, to earn a dollar to subsist 
upon. To ber deprived of the office is to be deprived of the only means 
of obtaining a livelihood by honest means. Under such eiroumstances,, it 
is most likely the officer will not give hb Judgment Ikir play ; he will 
coolbrm his opinions to the opinldn of the man who has hie i^in his 
power ;• or if he has nuudinesr enough to form an impartial opinion of 
.the merits of the respectivjg candidates, he irilt too seldom have the 
l^^tude to express it, either in conversaHon or by his vote. The pro- 
bability is that he will soon lose all that manly independence so esitaitial 
to the preservatite of a free government 
' Boil Mrw^ FNsident, this ettt does notttop wiA the head of tiia 
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ftmily ; ibe saiim tone Of eervile feeling is oomikinnicated to Ids whole 
fiimily. ' It stops not with his wife and his children ; It is oommnnicated 
to his &niily oondectiontf. They know the sitoation of the officer; he 
and they, talk it over in their family drde ; they sympathize with him 
and all know the feelings of the execotive will be the more kind V>wards 
him in proportion to his influence among his friends ; ' and the restolt will 
be that in most cases they will all settle down in the <x>hviction that it is 
most wise to.thinK. and vote as the President wishes. Very little 
reflection, i think, must satisfy ns of the alarming eactent <^ this fnflnenoe 
in onr elecUonSi' AH district attomeyst all cnstora-hoase offiisers, all 
paymasters, all receiyers of pnblip moneys at your land offices^ and aU 
sury^ors of yoor public lands, with their derks, and all thdr family 
oonnectiona, placed in a situation to do as the Presideht of tbe XTnited 
States* may wish ; add to tbis the fiirther connderation that these men, 
from their official stations, each has vastly more influence ahiong his 
acquaintances than he would have if he were a private man: Sodety, 
from the very situation of fhe officer, witt suppose him a1)etter Judge of 
the fitness, of a man for the presidential chair, than he would' be if he 
were a private 'tnan; beddes that, many will know that the officer will 
have it an his power to do them good turns in his office if ^ey can 
secilre his good opinion. 

, Now, let us suppose a Preddent in office, possessed of the mass •of infhi- 
eno^ thus collected^ wishing to be elected for a seQond term; wheoi it wai 
the interest of scKdety to'leave him out and put some other person in : or 
let us suppose a President in for tlie last time, and* wishing to designate 
some individual as his successor, who would not be the didce of a minority, 
if left free to act according to thdr unbiased judgmeni. What^ then 
would most probably happen t We might some time' find* that the Pl^si* 
dsnt would not, in such a case, be contented with all these people dmply 
thinking with hha and voting with him; they must do more on pdn of 
not being renominated; they must each man do his best to ixiflpenoe as 
many to thhik, to speak, and to act with them, as they can procure. 
Where could you find a man able to make a stand in opposition to this 
demand ? Nowhere ; and you would seldom find x>ne willing to make the 
'experiment. Every one must bdiove he would have no chance of suocesB 
a^nst such feaifid odds. T^ese officers and their friends ^fould act in 
concert from one end of the Union to the other. They will h^ve it in their 
power to pour out at once through the whole body politic, m flood that 
would sweet> from the purest man that lives, every partide of n^utation 
he had acquired by a long life of virtue and usefulness. Ins 1826,.as one 
member of the committee, I came to the concludon that it was danger- 
ous to leave such a power in the hands of the executive, and through our 
dminnim expressed that opinion to the world* I entertain the same 
opinion now, and- am prepared to re-affirm, and to act upon it» Tl^en I 
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in (^posidoQ td the Adminittritioa ; now, lam a friend to the iLdmia* 
istnlion. This can make no change, in mj cotine. When we have a 
ptmand yirtnoi|amati for our Ohief Magistrate he will thank CkmgreaB to 
take from him every discretionary power which it can take with pro- 
priety. It will ease him of a labor and respovsibilit^ most nnpleasant to 
a good man, and he will still have as many discretional^ powers as he 
iriU know how to exercise for the public good. Ijf ever it should be onr 
inisfi>rtime to have one of an opposite character, disposed to use aU his 
powers for, the benefit of himself and his friends, and for the purpose of 
perpetuating., power in his and their hAids, then society, at large ought to 
thank us for 'stripping the executive of this influence. 

My opinions upon this subject are not founded upon the petty considers 
tion of who is in power, whether he is a poHtioal friend or a political oi^io>* 
nent; they rest upon the et^ni^ principles of what I think is right and 
wvong ^wcen those 'vho tan in and those wJbo jue out of power, j They 
are founded upon principle deepas the foundations of ^vemmentitself ; 
npon principles the . disregard ,of which will pdAn the very fountain 
ttom which all the blessingB of our fr'ee and happy government flow. The 
elective fraAohise— eormpt that ; place our citizens in such a situation 
that they will not freely form opinions for themselves and fearlessly act 
npoid them.; and we shidl;have little left worth* preserving. 

When called on to act my part, it is matter not to be considered by me, 
whether my friends ate in or out. In 1826, when calledon for an opinioi^ 
my friends and myself were at the bottom of. the politiciBd wheel. I then 
enterti^ned and expressed an opinion. Kow it has turned; my friends 
and ipy8elf.are.at the top; onr opponents are at the bottom; where we 
may be with t]^.next'wiiirl, no man can toll. As wise men, what ought 
we to doff We ought to act Justly to all men, honestly carry out o^r own 
old opinions,* and secure the people, as fiir es we can, i^ the fi^ unin- 
flneDced exerd^ of their own opinions at elections** My, principles are 
fo limit power, if we can, so as to make every man seoqre in voting for 
whom^ho pleases, as he 'is ijK matters of religic^n; in worshippiBg his 
ICaker according to the dictates of* his own conscience. When power ia 
ao limited that no. man can. souse it as to ii^nre his op^tonents, then, and 
then only, do I consider myself safe. 

The question recurs, how can Congress secure the dtlEen in office agadnst 
an arbitnuy exercise of this power, in cases where the public good does 
not require itt The cominittee have attempted to give this security by 
providing that whenever a nomination is made to the Senate to fill a 
vacancy occasioned by a removal, the President shall stete the reasons 
for such removal. This it has been contended Congress has no power to 
do, because all executive power is vested in the President by th4 Constl- 
tQtion, and removal frrom* oMoe Iran exercise of executive power. 

The arguments upon this point are far frxMn bdng sati^Sustory to 
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msnd, and I miut crave tttt indnlgvofie 4>f the Senate while I pveiaDt m 
Mefly as possible my own TieWa apon it. 

* 1b any gentleman prepared to state it "arhis opiiion that mider oar 
tarn of {government, ^ecntive power Is nnliimted and nnd^biedt I 
hold no snoh dootrine ; and it would appear to me a most wild and mia- 
chievoQB opinien. * '■ " 

• The exeontive power, in onr government, in the Prasident, is that vested 
in him by express* grants in the Oonstitntion, dr By acts oP Congress 
passed in piirsoance of the Oonsti^tion, and qo mtfrd. By the Ck>Dstitii- 
tion, *^ all legislative power herein granted is vested in Oongress." By the 
same . instrument the execntiye pow^r is vested in a PtesideBt. In this 
latter clause, the words ^^ herdn granted** nsed in tiie former we dropped. 
The reason for dropping them is to gnj mind very obvious. JI they bad 
been-nsed as to the President^ he would have bat a small portion- of the 
powers necessary to be vested in him to enable him to carry on the affiurs 
of the government. The 'firamers of that instrament foresaw thai he 
nrast have mai^ fnore povrors than the^ ooidd specify in the OonstitiitiQn, 
and therefore they say the executive power shall be vested in a President, 
intending that he should have and exertise tSl the power they themseltes 
afterwards might vest in him, and adso all others which €k>ngre88 mi|^t 
from time to rime vest in him by laws passed in pnfsnanoeof the Oonsti* 
tntion. And afterwards they sum np his duties by saying that he ahaH 
see that the laws are fkithfuJly exeouted. ' 

Under these Several clauses the executive powers are ess^y asbertained. 
^e ^rst look into the Oonstitutioii, and th^e see what powers are 
expressly g^ven to Him. Next we look at /the acts of Oongress, jmd 
there find what powers Congress has invested him wiUi,; and thus w6 
ascertain his whole powers, and then we see that his'duties are to aee that 
an these powers ave faithfully executed. Whatever powers are vested by 
the Constitution, Congress has no power to change : whatever powers 
'they vest by statute, th^y may change and modify- at pleasure. Any 
other notion <j( executive po^eta vested in the President, it eeems to 
me, cannot be maintained under our frame Of govenmient. By the 
Constitution two classes 'of oflScers are evidently intended. One of 
these^ Congress is bound to create; and -when created, 'the t^inre of 
their ofSce is fixed by the Constttudon, and can never be changed by 
act of Congress. As relates to the other class. Congress may create the 
office or not, as they please. In creating it, they may fix the tenure- as 
fhey please ; for life, for years, or at will ; they prescribe what duties they 
}>lease, and fix the compensation to suit thMr own pleasure; and they ' 
may point out the mod^ in wl^ch the officer is to b^ removed or 
displaced. « . ^' 

Ours, is emphatically a govemfkient of laws. Tfe are,a free people 
becau^ it is so. Whenever the inH of tlie people is expressed, either in 



a 

the OofM^fitationor in a lawjMiaed in pd|Bii«tioe HuxeoifAt mait be oootii 
piled with^ beoaase, accord^ to :tha theory oi om: ^vemment, ^ 
people are soyenign. No penoa doabti, or aaa doubt, tke powef oif tiie 
President to lemoTe ia. ^aeh oases ; bal? (^ maimer in whicfh he aoqidres 
thia power i$ a dkTerent qnestien. . ' Gentlemea who at^oe againftt thia . 
eeetioa aay, he fiaB itfr^ the Oonstitation^ beeanae it is «b eieoative . 
power. I deny tblai and say it ia an execntiTe power beoaose it ia made 
9o by^atatote, and he performs atxinatitntiooal duty when hejemoves^ 
becimae be is' aa ta^ck 4)ound Jo pei^erm exeeutive datiea pointed out by 
etatate as ^. is to perform those specified, by the Oonstitation. .. It ja att - 
^eeutive power^ beoaose. it .was the will of the people^ through Oon- 
grossi aa their, agent, to make it Bo;'a9Dd the same ppwer, through thtr * 
fiam^ agent, opold hav^ ma^e it. a- Jndiciai doty, if it had* been deemed 
wiae so to provide. 

Hr. President^ these are the prbieiple^ upon whioh I war prepared to 
aet ia 182<(. They are those apon whioh I wished to brlnj^into povrer 
the, present Chief -Magistni^ I speak only*ibr myself; bnt i bcdieyed ' 
they were the principles of the party with which L aeted, and-' that we 
were to give effect to those piibeiplesi so fur* as we might liav^ the 
power. Tot ones I have seen -no sofBoient reason'^'to efaai^ them, and 
am prepared to act them ouC <- It is in vun to tell *me that this is a 
• party- question. It is a quee^on A>f ftmdamental ptiqdplw, tod I am od^ 
diat side of it in which I have been edneated, on which I hare hei^to- 
fore acted, ad .well as my humble aUli^es haye enabled me ; it is^ one I 
eamot abandon for any earthly oonsidenitton, because in its maintenance 
I betieve the prosperity, Jbi^pinev and security of the presept and siio» 
ceeding generations have a deep aqd abiding interest. li! is asked b)r 
the opponents of this biH, what benefit its IKe&de exp^ .from a state* 
ment of the. reasojia of the removal when-ihe nominatloa of t^ sacoessor 
is presented to the Senate? I answei for myself, I wish to cut np by 
the roots the demoralizing teh^emsies. of oflBce-hontiog. I wish -to 
mafee such provisicms by law as will shield the- Chief Magis.trate fh>m 
impositions practised upqfi him to -indued him to reoioiye^tmen from 
office. I wish to shield him from being imposed upon as' to the chacao* 
ter of those who apply fbr office. As the law now A^ds, whenever a 
Bum may take a fkxusy te an ofllo^ filled \hy his neighbor,. all he has to' do 
is to poison , the mind of the ^ezecntive against the inenmbent, and to 
make a favorable impression as to the ^tness of him Irho desires to 
be the successor. These objects can be accomplished by making oharao- 
ters in.secret upon* paper. Before the officer is'awareof it, his reputa- 
tion is bleated bx seoret and cenfldentiaL oommnnioationa xAade by sotab 
of tlxose he had esteemed Ids "friends ; they are lodged with the ezeooft 
tire, wh^ it is expected they will reiQpuiin tecret ; oM upon the strength 
of tiieae represeotations the officer is removed. . When^this ia acoom* * 



j^liibed, the wvffle. oDBuneiiMto ftvr a e aao tmor, mSL paper cfatewtaii §n 
pfocored ibr p«rh^» htlf a docaa appUioaniB ;. aad yery freqnentlj, tha 
tndiTidval toring, in poiai of fiust,* the wocBt ehaneter ct anj in Uie 
gronpiaeo dresMd op an4i mppoiied Vt ^^^^^^tt^i^tos ae-to eoavineellie 
eieciitiyttthai tlie pnblie l^itentot will be. promoted by seleotiiig Um at 
the aoooesaor, and he ia .noinhiicted to the Senate. The bdainen does 
BOt end here. All the disappointed ^pUoanfB then go to'woik fTitii 
•enatoif to defeat a oonfinnatlon of the nMnlltation, eaidi'hapii^thai if 
thkt is done, he Itands next beet ^th'-the ezeotttliei| and^wiH aeeme 
flieoiflioe. / . 

• Under tl^e present state of tldngs, sodety will beoome demonlieed; 
wen will be eonstently oorethig ^kbA possessed 'by their neighbon }- ud 
te the sake Of procaring what they oo vet, they wilj .theraselrea bear, and 
will procare others to .bear &]se witness. Under the lawa^ as th^ now 
atand, the boslnesr of offioe^hanling will beoome a sdenoe. Men will be 
aeleated |uid. fhtnished with fonda to defhiy the expense of eonnng to 
Washingten, for the pfirpose of haring one set tamed oat and ^aaoCh^ 
set pnt in, by means of artftil tale8,',seGreUy gotten np and vednoed to 
writing) whldb, U in snpposed, wUl never see tile lig^t This effloer and 
yepresentatiTe of oflleeohonters will oomeoii with one po^et fiill of bad 
eharaeters wlUi which to tnm ontlhcombents^ and the otiber fhU of good 
efaateeters with w&ioh to pmvide i^ his, oonstitaenta. ^ 

Pass tiiitf bill, and f wholesome Ah$«k will be giTentothia wholb 
system* Beqmre the veasona fbr remoTal to be stated, and no^ man will 
dare to make a stateneiit,whieh he does ndt beliere to be tra^ because 
exposara and disgreoe will oertaiidy be the eonse^uenoel Toa'wil^take 
oat oir the hand of the ooxardly assaai^' the poisoned dagger herett^rs 
ased*in the dark. Ton WlE shield the execntLre ftom mietakea founded 
on Alse vepres^ntationf; 'So ezemtiTe ean be persbnafiy acquainted with 
the charaeiers of all men. in offioev nor with the eharaoteia of aH those 
who denre office'; he mnst act niMminfonnation derived trffOk others; he 
oogfat, and I feel pertfnaded the present Ohief ICagistrate will, thank Qon« 
greas for any plan by wliieh he may'be the better enabled.to disohs(fge 
Jiis official duties to the en^MAcement of tiAs i^eUare d sodel^* 

Another adrantagetcii he delved from fhia bill fe, that it will dieck 
the .thirst ''for office^ and restore .harmony to society. ' Wheh a man is 
jetodved for want.of capacity, for want oC integrity, for hitemperanos, or 
fat lack of bosiness habits, wl^ not pnt down -the reaeolk? . Who is 
.harmed by iti * Kobody. -Now a man^s reputation ia stabbed la! the 
daifk;*by whom, or in what manner, heia unable to fl&t outw Fsas this 
'bill, and if a man is injuri^d, he wiU know by Whom, and in what miA- 
.ner; and can wipe out the stain, nolt by a cotitnyrersy with the Presi- 
dent, but by a iton tr a v ersy with the mim whose fiiMhoeds mislead the 
Xlresident 



ikfaiix; w6riiiEmaU&M to ooCtteMoiire honest ofBiwn 
ment of lionest polk&qid. p|Mnioi»» lir6 Pmid6ni -will flr?er remoTe «a 
officer, ma^ becuue he wiU ]ii>t think and act' with him in. politlbe, 
when he knowa thia reason ia to be of reoord, and to vtmain throng 'tail 
time. For myad^ now abovB all olfterB i^tl^ thae when I wish to see 
this saeurity fiiniiflbed t6 honedt^ xhen in office. I wirii the Credit of it 
for this^dminl^i^ation, iat this execotiTe, Hir ankioaa wish has heeH 
to saeora to the States alidto indiTidnals what, in his Jildgnient^ they had 
)>een improperly ^apidr^d of by IbdertJ pOWep; andl wish to see in hia 
day a surrender -of oU means which an. nnprinoipled CXhitf Hagistrafea 
mi^t ose-to in£aenoe the Apolitical opinions of men. 1 know Mm too 
wdlnot to believe it woidd meet his hearty iqpprobatioil ; and in tim^ to 
pomeL-when the historian shall record tho beneficial acts of oar yinsCci* 
CDS men, t feel persuaded that this act will not escape Ms attention. 

The sentimentB .expressed in this Bpee6h are alladed to iti a letter U> 
J. A. Whiteside^ 'Eat^ Sep^ 17, 1835. Judge Wbita sfy% to ik^ 
geptleman: . . 

When this subject ^as before the Senate^ I toc^ occasion to state tih^ 
reasons for my cou^ so fhllyi as^ to render it unnecessary now to say 
much on £hat subject.^ It was a subject i^hich had excited much interest, 
while ICr. Adams was President of the United States; I fbrmed the sapie 
ophiions then which t expressed last winter. ' The subject was again before 
the Senate In 1880, and At that time my opinipiifr were the aooM they had 
been inlSdd, and yet are. I flnnly beneyed they were tiie iteae opi»* 
lens entertained by lif. Jfefferson, and by the politM pertf to wiiich I 
bdottged. I not only believed they were the principles of th^ present 
(Siiflf Magistrate^ but thought pne gseat object of the ^amggle.to. biii^' 
him into power, was to maintain, and to cany put hj legislatiiite enact* 
meiiti, and by hk practice,. these yery principies. 

I- would liaye hdd myself dishonored as a,man, and felt as if bringing 
disgrace upon the Bepublic^ V^^fy *°^ more espedidiy upon the Chief 
V^^^lstrate, if I had maintained one set of prihcipl^ to acquire phei and 
pofMTy and then; ibr the purpose pf retaining them, attempted to practise 
upon another. . . ^ 

Ko matter who is Pi^dent of the United States, T Jlrmly belike exec- 
ntiTe power ought to be limited withhi th^ luntoiosf^ limits 'con^Mttible 
with an administration of the government ; otherwise all ^ffltietU agene^ 
^ tkt pifipU^\BL their own afiairs, will soon be lo^ If the etecutiTe 
power and patronage be left as they now are, and we should ever have i 
popular Chief >b^t^te wiHing, from any motive, to le^ his influence, 
and to use his patronage for the purpose of designafhig and electing hia 
iocoeseor, then will* this tremAndotis power Wlblt, and if H doe^ no^ end 
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in tlM dtttrnetioa of those rights seeored to Ae .people, ttid dabstltniiBg 
iji thoir plaoe the will oC one man, then shall I tiiink the people of the 
United €tates a peonliar race, alid mora highly fhVored, of heaven ihtm 
im J. iKho have preceded ^esk « • * . 

I was horn nnder a king^ Imt raised and ednoated in a Bepnblic. To 
seonre to^onr posterity the teifle freedont Ibr ^hioh' oar. firthers toiled, it 
is essential that ^excfsntiTe iky or and patronage shonld he Hntxited by law ; 
otherynse the day may not be remote -when we wiU^haye in ^t a 
monarchy, and it tibe more odious beeanse a deoeptiye fonn'c^ a repnblie 
may i)e oontianed, ' ^ ' 

I 

Mfk Bentos, of. Miasoai^ whosd nigged instinctiye honesty was m 
f^ll sympathy with Judge White on this point, ilone of all the 
aidmi&istration phalanx in the Senate, voted with him for the passage 
of t^iebill. . 

' In Haroh of the year 1885, jndge Wliite hod occasion to state his 
views upon the much contested question of the Expunging^ Resolu* 
tions, so widely known and so exciting in, their day.; and which were 
introduced by Hon. Thomas H. 6etiton of Missouri. It may not be 
.entirely superfluous to mention that these resolutionis contemplaiej 
the actual expuQ£^{pr-the ^ping out^ or e^ure — ^&om tiie journals 
of the S^tCi^ of a certain vote of censtuQ upou General Jackson, for 
bis eonduotin remoying the depoaitsfrom' the United States Bank, 
which, vote was there lecQtded March 28th, 1834./ Judge White 
contended that the Senate had no right thua to destroy the records 
df tdeir ddngs. Upon ofiering an amendment Vhich would call for 
the Prescinding, repealing, reversing and declaring null and void** 
of ihe resplution censuring Geiieral JacksKni, instead of the expung-^ 
ing itj he said ;• '. 

)fi. Ffett4ent : The olject of my amendment is, to enable each sena* 
tor to express the opinion be really entertains of the resolution formerly 
passed by this. body. . * v , , 

To vote for the resoluiaon of the senator from ^Ossouri in its present 
sh^pe, I oennot He proposes to S^ expunge ^' from our journals one of 
our resoltttipns, which was adopted when our votes weje taken and 
recorded by yeas and nays. The O^nstitution requires that ^^ each House 
9haU keep aj&umal rf iU proceedings^ and thatat thedecieyfnqffme'jji^ 
qf iU fnmbere^ the yea$ and n<iyi ^aU he taken on any queeHon}'' . This 
Oonstitation each member has solemnly sworn to support. When we 
speak of the joumioL of our proceedings, we^'speak of a book kept here. 



mir ^wn inspeoiiony in whkh is ^thfiilly reoordedf under ittf^|)pf^ 
pri«t0 <20ee, every transaction of tlie body. This book is the oftginai 
i»d «11 oihers are only c<^e8 of it Now, what is proposed by the 
Msolntion f It is toeirpnnge one of the xesolntions which we all admit 
we actnaiUy adopted, XLpoTi yeaa and nays, on the 28Ch of Marcbf 18S4» 
Kow if we adopt this resolntlon, we solemnly order that our former 
reeolntion shaU be .erased, mbbed bnt, blotted, obliterated, or so corrected 
"QiAt it cannot be read. Suppose this' opder carried ihto effect, and any 
man to read oni* record, onr Journal, nnder date of the 28tb Hardh, and, 
be wo<ild have no knowledge that snch a resoln^on as* that complained 
of had ever existed. . 

Hie answer, given to this aii^ment by the lionQrable senator is not 
■atialWrtoiy. Ha says in his resolution now nnder consideration, *' It is 
preserved, because it is set out word for. word.** Bat !t is not mider ita 
true date ; and upon that principle, if we wish io aA^ertun what waa 
done iSih March, 1884, we mast look not to the joamal of that year, bnt 
to the- jonmal of 18f5. Thii wonld not be a diary or Jotirnal of onr 
prooeedings according with the facts. 

* j&gaim, what tronld become of .onr yeas and nays t Are we to deprive 
omaelves^ those of o«^ owp day, and posterity, of all means of knowing 
how we voted? The ^ntleman doeA not propose preserving our yeaa 
and nays. I do not wish t9 lose mine, nor do J suppose any other mem- 
ber wfphes to give np this rcfoord evidente of his opinion. 

It appears to me plain that we cannot v6te fbr elpun^ngtbe Jonrhal,. 
because it is contrary to tlie posative injunction of the- Oonstatution^ 
whieh we are bound to observe. Adopt Aiy ameniclment^ and then pass 
the resdntion, and we accomplisb everytliing desirable. We ^' rescind** 
and declare " null and void *' the original resolution. This ia^ all that can 
be wished by apy person; we revene onr ffedaion because we now thiidrit 
W89 wr&ng ; and we dedare^ii miZfand e^ because ft was alwaj-s .wrong, 
and ought never to have been adopte^. 

This ig the effect of my amendment as first proposed by nie ; and now 
at ih» instance of the^ tionQrabld senator,' from Pennsylvania Qir. 
McKean), I have modified, so as to incorporate'into It the additional Words 
" repealed and reversed." ft now reads that the resdution.of 28di ^iavch 
is "rescinded, r^>e«ledf reversed and declared to be null and void.** 
This, it appears to ijoe, is as strong an opinion as we oatf give, thAt the 
original resolution -shall not stand, as tfce Judgment of th6 Senate, and 
thut it ought never to have found a pbce-upon our Journals. 

Thus iBitinm willing to go, because it eonfoms to the o^iinion I now 
entertain,, and to the 'cpinioft I entertained when the original resolutloa 
waa adopted. . - 

If time permitted, I would glaAy BUy more on this sul^Jeot ; but it doeb 
not, and I mbst content myself -with expressing a hope that my ameiid* 



Its . laKom or mjqA L&wiov whixk. 

■Mat nuiy (e ndafiM^ wo Ihai ^' ctnTote for 4ibe nBoIalkniwHlMiiit • 
>Fiola|iofk 0f ova 4>f m j ntoet aoleiiin obligstioitt» 

The question was quieted ibr that sMon'by means of a moUon tp 
lay it on the table. 'Next year boWef er, under the indomitable lead of 
Benton, it waa started again ;. and Judge White defined his position 
uppnit morift at length, in a speech delirered June 28th, 18^6, as foUows: 

. « - , ' • • • • . 

The following preamUa and jmolution oflbrod bj Mr. Whita beii^ 
under consideration : 



IHwrteif OB tlM IBlli dii^ or lCH«lHM«k Ibt BflSAtt «r llM UsItaA ItetM ftdbpted a I 
fioD In the wordftfoUowlaff, lo wtt: 

•* JSmoIvmI» TVat tho PcMideDt, in'tiie liUe ezecatlTO prooMdliifi in rekfloa to tlio iBbHo 
fOToniMi, boi ftMiiBioA- upon Umself koAmHUj and poiran not eoBfoned by the Oonetltntloa 
•ail lawt, bat (fe'devDiatloB ofboth:** 

. And wbereM, open the ^nettlon vhetter nhlMMlatiovrfiooM bo aAoptod«Hjira&dedde< 1^ 
one-flOh of the lenftton pveseat that the aaide ahonld be taken bj> fete and najm^ apd the 
▼otea^f the MTeral members nbwitandfecorded on the Jbornal of the BenAte: « 

And whereaalfcA aald rescAattoa tUn reamlns on the joornal of the Senate In ftdl roreo,tibf[' 
liiclnded, rerefaeSt rapaaM, ov anniilied ; and eaanoir now bo aipaacfd, ^aaeaSe^ or In aap 
way oblUerated or defece^ without rlolattaig that daoae of the ConatHntlon of the muted 
Statea wfaloh fai In the followlnff words, to wit : ** laoh house shall keep a Jonmal of. Ite proeeed- 
inss, and tfttm time to time pabUsh the aamot exeepttbf saeh part aa may in their Jndgment 
reqpitre secrecy; and tlie yaaa and nays of eliliMr hooaa f« aoif vwatiM|rsliaDa st tte derin eC 
one^Sflh of those pvasatt, be fpterad on thaiovmal :" . 

' And wbecoas eadi senator, Irefprs taking bis aaat, was botaid to 'take, and did takBt •& Mt^ 
|0 enpport said OonititatioB : 

And wiksreas the President of fUb UaUed^autea^ in the lata eteonll^ preoaedtafs M rdattoB 
ft tite pabUe remnue, aDndad to ia aald zaaolntloli, did aot, in the eplaioa of the Sena^ 
assome upon blmsdf aniltority and powers not jConliBrred qpon him by tlie Constltation and 
laws': Therafbre, It is 

JU$oi0t^r lliat.iha aald reeolntloa, and the e^jlnloa thereto e ap tes s e d , be, and Hke 
hereby are^ leseladed, faversea, and anadMi tod ttia hersbf daelared that the aald 
tfop on^t not to 6e consldared as hating had, or fs now or hereafl^ hating any fofoe or 
^fliwt whatetvor. . 

Mr. White addressed the Senate as follows ; 

Mr. IVesldent : By mesns ndi within my eontrol, I haye beeome so fu 
oonneet^ Witk this snbjeot as' to obnslder it a dnty.ia submit 4]ie reso- 
lution now ander oonsideratiQfiy and to urg^ its adt^tipn by sock resspns 
as'^d satififitolary to my own mind. Donag odr last sesdon, the honor- 
aUersenator fcom Ifissouri offered a resolution, proposing that we should: 
oirder the resolution of die 28th March, 1884, to be expunged fjnjm the 
JoumsL THien it was taken/ up for oonsiderattoil, entertaiidng tha 
opinion that the Senate had not. the power to make such, an tMrder, I 
moved to amend the resolutapn, by stoking out the order to expunge, 
and sU which followed it, and inserting that tha resolution should H 



MMiadoi, nnroiMdj xepMMf wd da6lired ta U null aad void: Thi 
— tinr ftom Alahanwt movtd 1^ tb» qnntion be fint ftak«a 6n strikhg 
out the word ^-wcpan^^ fnd, «lkar a T#rf «hort debate^ it wm striekeA 
iMit, bf almost a imanlmoaa voi^; and tbeoy upon tbo motioa (^ ooa of 
title aenaton ftooi Maaaaokiiaetta, the sal^eot yrtm laid on die table^^ At 
tlaa aeanon we hare • propoaltiQiif wldoh ia now o^ the table, for a 
lyaHlied or limited exponpiig. Still believiog my lint impnaaioiiB on 
ibe aal^eot were oorfeot, 1 bi^eiTeatiired to aobmlt my reeohitiont and 
wpoii- it will deaiie^he daoifllon of the Sedate. 

Xbe llist position aaanmed in the preamble toun^ veaolatloQ li«Ue te 
do«bt ia, that we bare not the powerto eq[>onge from our Journal the 
leaeliitton of ibe S8di Karoh, 1684. 

. Oar governnieat is repabKcao, and, by the CkMwtittttibnt it w^ Steaded 
that an agents in the different departaents of it shonldberespoDaible to 
their pnblib oondnot With.atiewto8cicmrethisaoooimtKbi]lty,so^fli 
tbe twp Hgussa of Congress are oonoernedi and also for the pnrpoee o( 
^erpetoating #«know]edge of wliat ahonld be done by the^i, it ia protided 
by the Odnstitotion of the United States, 6tifcaection. of. tbe lAt arti^ 
that ^eaoh hoQse sha^ Iraep n^oornel of its prooeedin0^ and from liSM^I^ 
time pnbliah the seme, exciting sneh parts as may, in their judgment 
reqQira seerecy ; and the yeea and nays of* the members of eitbei^ House,'' 
on any question, shall, at the desixi> of one-fifth <^ those jweMnt, b^ 
enterdd on the JonmaL'* ^Generally,. that interpretation of the Oonstita- 
tf on, or of a statnte, ia the tnte one, witfoh wonld be pot np<m it by a 
commohman. ' ' ^ 

Jt i^pean to me reiy dear that were a common man asked whiit did 
{h« framers of the Cbnstitation mean shonld be donO) when they need the 
langmige Just qnoted, he wotdd answer, tlntt ^aoh h^ose ahonld have. 
tuthfoHy recorded the proceedings, of each day, and ear^Uff preeerveAe 
teoh in which th^ were recorded. To detendine the mieaning of thia 
word ** As^,** we are not to look into a glossary to see how many difbrsBt 
definitions we can find^ bbt to tlie context B^d to the obfcet the fyramers of 
the Oonstitation wished to attain. , Each house is directed to keep a Joiir- 
naLof its proceedingi, and >V«9» ^ime to tkne to publish the asme. The 
otjeet e^identiy is, that the body itself may at all tiaMa know what it 
and its predeo o eaorB have done, and that tiie constito^t may also know 
what baa been done^ and by whom.— [Ai|fo^A BtpooUion of iko CfortoU- 
Uaiot^ p. 66.] ; ^ 

H as soon as we baTO recorded our daily proceedinga, we have per* 
Ibrmed the whole duty required by this dauae, and may then bum, tesr 
HP)' dUiterate, or osqnmffo the Joumid, ihe whole dlijeot will* be deAated; 
The bouTention were aware that neither botise wonld be always in Mm- 
lion, and tliat when in session the membem .themselTes could not^ in 
jMnsfii keep tho Journal ; prorislon ia therefore made in article 1^ aeetlott 



% uid dj t&ai eaoh bonae abill haT0 pow^ to ■ppoint tiie 
olA«en. Throng^* ofBoen thw appaiiited the Jounud is kept and pr»» 
Mrr0d, a* th^teoordi of oonrts are kcptand preMrTQ4 ^7 ^^^^^ derka. 
' WeareiMtoidytDkaeptbe Jaanalf 1mt>y«9i» t<aM<o ttfiM^ jp«5 
the saaae. Hie Journal wbioh ia kept Is theone ^idkidh ia to be pnbliahed; 
not #1909 mljfy hut ttom time to time. If "vre admit that after oor^pco- 
oeedingB have been once pubVehed^ then we may e^>nage, how ahall we 
«ofnply with the ii^nnotlon to poblish from Ume U timet Thoee to 
whom the printed c<^es haVebeen dellrered ar^ ander no-bonstitational 
obligation to preeerte their -eopiet, Thej may be ^eatroyed at pleaanre. 
Upon their dare w0.miBt de|>end.to enable iia to pnbttah ikeeeond or tilM 
edition; yet wehaye been directed to keep and, frdm time to Imm, pidk 
]foh« A^n, if we dopnWieh t^ aeoond or third edition frwn oot own 
Jonmal, haying ezpnnged eOme of oar proceedings immediately after the 
flrsi piA>lioation, then the&git eifition and the subsequent ones will not 
4gTee^ becanae the expunged p^oeeedings will not appear in the last pnb- 
lioations, no matter whether thtf etpnaging ia considered literal or figmw 
ative. And what will make the matter worse is^ Ihere wfll be no reocwd 
in diarge of oor own offloo9\ by which to prore wtuch editioii ia a true 
4opy» .'*.■.' 

TbA proviaions in the 7tb* section of the aame article atrongiy aappiort 
the conatniotion for whfch I contend: - « - 



m?«iy bm irhldi dian lukTt vuMd tfa* Boqw oT^tt^nMDtatlTW and Che 8M«to,*all, 
before It Iwoome^A Uw, be presented to the PreeldenI of the United atatee; If he ayproT^, bf 
Hhelliign H; tat If not, he iheU rctarn ll,«lth ^ ol4oBUoni,to that hooee In whlcJi U AeU have 
. originated, who ibaH * enter the bl^eotlooe at Wge on thdr Joomal,' and prooeeii to i^ooml- 
darlt If, after inch teconMeratton, tiro4hlraa of 'thal'honie jdiaU affte to paai the bm, tt 
dtoO be eentytosether with the ol«|eatlona, to the i»ther hoiiiM,b]r.whhdk tt diall mwwlae bt 
laeoniidered; and. If approved bj two«thlrde tf that hooee, It ■haU beeome a law. ftot In aft 
•neh caees, the *Totei of both hoaea ahall be determined by yeas and nayt, and thn namei of 
the pereoni votlnf for end acalmt the biO diaD be entered oi» the journal of eneh hoaM» 
reqMctlTely.' J(f anr bm shall- not be rstamed by the Pretfdent within ten daya (Sondayg 
axoepled) after It Atall hare been prelentad Co htan, the same shall lie a law, in like mnanor aa 
If he had vlgned It, nnlen the Oongre«, by their a^loanunent, prerent Its retain; In whidi 
caie. It shall net be a.I%w.>* 

The like eeromoniea are to be gone throngh in ration to order, rens 
hitioDa, or Totea, in which the concmrenoeof both^Honaea ia neoeaaaiy. 

Now, Ay ia any gentleman prepared to pay, that in any «aae ariaing 
under thia aection^ we have the power to ozpnnge the Jouraal? If wi) 
cannQt,howcanweinaQyothercaaet ^e language reqi^&g qa^to i«^ 
joumdi of onr.proceedingB. vi aa qjtrong and imperetiye aa jfche laagnage 
in thia aection, requiring the Preaident'a cft)Jectiooa to be entered on the 
Journal, and the namea of the Totera tabe recorded. The aameaoleni]^ 
guarda are thrown arpund both: and if we. now have the power to 
e^unge &e Jounud of Ifarch, 1B&4, we alao baye the power to (p>.baok 



«4 espvBge fhmi tlie jcnmial tli9 proceed^ 
te IV by any PreaidQiift. ' • ^. 

To keep a jdnnud of our poroMiediiigB nnist ;neaa that we shall hare 
Aem hiihtiitXiy reoorded^ w^ other- 

wiaa^ the whole contrat is duseg^rdedi and th^ 'great object of responsi- 
lulity of legialatiTe agents defeated. Let iw, for a momeDi^ ooasider eome 
0f the CuniliaroaBee put by tke other side. ^ ' . - 

Wo eraploj a nun ^^ to Iw^ the diMf." After he has opened it, and 
let some penon in or ont of. the hotee; sorely he is 2iot at liberty to 
break the dooc 

A man emplo;^ a person to keep hie house. After the^ honse^ put In 
.food order, the1ioiise-ikM9>0r is not at liberty to break or bum the inmi*' 
tarsy or to ezpnnge.it, by making black mafks aroond it. 

A merchant employs a person to keep his •tore and hooii. After flie 
dey^s ox w.e^^s work is over, the derk is not at liberty to tear ont or 
eipnnge any of the entries, showing the goods sold, or tiie* cash received ; 
je^ all these tfaingsniight lawfully be^one^by these difSmipt persons, if 
the axgnments in &iror Of expunging oar jonmal we dorreot. 

It has been sometimes niged that each hoose has a dieoretwn as to tlie 
9M*ter that shall be pnt on its'JoamaL This, to tome ettent, is tme, but 
eannot effect my argnment £aeh house is for ever bound to put^nough- 
mm^tet on the Journal to show on what-su^^sott it aoted^ and the deeitim 
€€ ihb hodj on eaektnbfeet, ' 

To prove this discretionary power, it is said we may select for publica- 
tion each parts of thejoumal as'We please, and keep the rest secret. 

It is true, by' the clmise* under oonsiderstion, each house. is bound to 
Iceep a Journal of ott its prociMdings, but may refirain firotn having 
published such parts as tb» pubtio interest requires should be kept 
iecrei. 

This power to refrain from publishing is ex^^reuff given, and therefore 
ipay be legally ezerdsed. It is, with me, conclusive to show that we are 
boond always to preeerve tkejmumdL Paits of it we need not pubUth^ 
Now, if we are not bound to preserve the record of our proceedings, 
there would bono evidence in existence of what had been done upon those 
sn^jeots in re!ati«i<to- which the Journal had not been published. 

Agaiii: we have the eoBprem power given not to pubtteh some parts of 
Mtr proceeeUnge; H^ in addition to this; we aafwme the power which is 
not givte to expunge what we please, we mtfy^ and probably will, some 
time dioose not to publish some proceeding wl^di would not b^ accept^ 
able to our constituents'; and then, after it had perfbrraed what we 
intended^ we could expunge ii^ and thus evade all that -responsibility 
Intended'to be secured. 

It is said the- Jeomal is nothing bat inducemeat*to some o^er mutter 
asore important This opinion I do not th)nk is w^ founded* Tno 



JoimMis, iO fai^frbm being cpoiidered u m$tAf infeeodm^iy, or ladtto^ 
menl to something more important, tnd ther^Nie in our power to diapose 
i)i.tmwe pleeae,»OB^t to ticfwed m $ mf m l^ beoaiMe they oontain the oitl|r 
tfeiiroo0 of the jndgment of the* ^0pfe8en^ctiT«B of the people upon the 
ilifbreat sabjeots eoted on; they are the Tery eaeenoe, or, as tiw lawyete 
i^pn it) the (^t of, the whole matter. 

In onr free and happy oonntry our laws are binding, beoaittse fhey eon* 
tain the iMJ^of th9 peopU ikmudMai, ezpnased by their represeiitaiiTes, 
in the mod« pointed ont in tfie OoostitatJoQ. The joamal is the on^ 
eyidenoe of this wilL An act is not binding bebanse it is signed by the 
presiding .offio^rs of' the two honiea, b«t beoaose it is the expressed wifl 
o£^ m%|ori^ in ehoh honse; and tiie Jonmal is the^hig^tet eridenoe of 
thl^ will. At the last session^ by seme mistake, a bifl, which our jovmsi 
shows "Wes ind^nitelf^ pnipon^d^ was signed by the presiding offieos 
and by the Fk^sident. It wss no lm»^ althongh it had tbefbrm of one. 
It wuited the ewenM, this toifl fd a migority of one of the hontea, and 
the jovriial of that house is the highest and only eiidvioe of the defeet^ 
I, theref9re, deny that we faaye any^power to expoxigei on the gitmnd that 
the Joinmal is mere indiumnent to something more impertanit ' Bnti 
agiin ;. even if it were only-indnoement, I deny, on that aooooat, we hava 
any powar to diaobdy a tammand of the Oonstltadoa." . It says we tMl 
ke^ ajoomal of onr prooeedings. We call HeaTen to witness we will 
obey this command. In eonseqnenee of this sctai&i promise, we are 
intrasted with matters of thof highest interest We have fidthftiiry 
recorded one of onr proceedings/ but ^fterwu^ tear or bbt.it ont, or 
eJCponge i W-that ifl, pribk it ont — and are called np<m for the reason, and 
answer, it wee of n» consequence, becaose it was mere indncemeat to 
B(miethlng else. The exonse onght never to be admitted ; if it is in cue 
casej'itmay be in eveiy case. We may obliterate, expunge, or bum the 
▼We. 

It is flvthto 91'ged, if the whole record is defl^yed, after the Joamal 
has be«(i published, it makes no diiforance, because each frwUd etpf 
is the journaL . . 

This I think an entire mistake; the printed Jonmal is only a copy of tiba 
original,' and, although it may be admitted as evidence in cotot, it ia q^y 
because it is supposed to.be a trw 90pf ^ thd original, aait has btai 
printed by public authority; and because you cannot proctnre thetirigina]« 
it'being.tibe duty of the secretary to keep it in his own pomestiok. 

Th^ original is the beet evidence; and thei party is only axeosed fhwi 
pi5ednoing it beo^use he cannot procure it. Suppose the copy offered aol 
A true one, the drrev is alwaya conected- by having recourse to the 
original. 

Again: If all these prhited oojdes are itrif^yuUi^ aa4 fre order the 
Journal to be es^nnged, we must make onr aeoretazj^ ^9^7 ^^ proeeas 
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to Mok oQpj; if he does to Oftei «ad not to nil, they -will mryf^om each 
other; and if ire $spp\j the prooeae to the otigiiial, end not to the^tfiiited 
oopiesi ereiy oopjf irin TBrj from the originaL 

The Jonnial of 1894 has heen pnUiahed— many eopiea of ft«-the 
obnoxLoaa reaoliition with the net. Svppoae we pew expunge it, aotnally 
or figonitiTely, and tiien pnldish another edition^ the resoliltion would 
not appear in ibe^ llat etf tios, and- thw it would vary from liiat now in 
existenee. 

If we decide that the printed oofdea an to be ocmafdered as the origt- 
nals, and not eoj^ m$rdtf^ it i^itoara to me' we endanger the puity^ 
our whole proeeedingv. It will be Tery eaaf iat thoeewho are ingenious 
in TiUany to pri^it with 9ar mark and inqpoee on the world spnrioiia' 
eo^ea^ ^d imuH d$ our procudingM matten whidi never oeeoned. 

• It ia thought we err in caving the sam^rianctlty to oar Jonmal whioh 
^properly given to the reoordB of boorts of Jpataoe, wMeh, it ia admitted, 
eannot be ^cponged, or altered after the tenn« • 
. In my <^ini<»v onr journal ougjht to be eonridered the moat saored of 
the two. The reeotds of the oouta only afibet the private rights <^ indi* 
yiddala; oar reoorda affect all society. Beeorda- of conrla are' only 
-reqaired to be kept by leffUHati— enaetments; the^reoorda of each henae 
of Congress were oot left to statatovy eaactmontsi bnt are required .to be 
l^e by the (70fiaNe»et0A itself. 

Those who insist that we have the power to expitoge seek support from 
precedents; and it liaa been said that in the siztii year of the reign of 
Heniry YIII. it was eiMoted that a record should- be kept of the iMesi 
^ oteMS ^r4mUd to difftrtiU mmnhen' of the Parlianient. And from 
this it is argued that Pariiament was bound by {mo qfUr Mai t<aMio keep 
a journal ; and if they expunged any of thdr pxooeedings, so may we. 
To thia I answer, that the expunging of any entry made on the joomal 
after that time, on any oihef tubfeet than that of giving ka^e 0/ ab§enu 
to a member^ is of no more wcdght than if* such a statute had never 
been enacted ; and gentlepnen have 90t prodneed, and I do not beliefve 
tjbey (saa producOi a •ease in which eitlier House expunged any sdoh 
«n*ry. 

Theatatuto did not require a JiBcopd to be made of tmytldng except fea^ 
^ a^tsfiM, and if any other prooeeding was recorded in the same book, 
it was by some or^ of the house; and the 9ame potrer could^ at any 
time, order it to be espnnged, just as well as if it had been recdrdedln- 
aay other book. ' . . 

Our Qonstitation requirea that we shall keep a Journal of aOrOnr pnv* 
eaedinga; and we ou^ to preserve .the uh^le with as much care as the 
Psrliament did their leaves of abeencei 

By the articles of. oonfMeration, Co&gress wis required to publish 
every month the jounal of ^theirpieoeedings; and from this it is inferred 
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A«y were bound to keep ft Joanial of all their proeeedinga, - In the firai 
plaoe, I think tiiifl infer^ce Tery Ikr from imporing the same oVfigstion 
npon the old Oongress that ia imposed on na by the present cdkiaiderationf 
in lasgtiage too plrih to be mkonderatood. Jn the next place, if it did, 
what oasea faaye gentleknet^ ahown of any matter betn^ ezpnnged from 
their Jonnialaf Kane. 

It were a naeleaa eonaomption of time in-meio notied in detail the di^ 
ferent oaaea cited, to show that the joamals have been expmiged by both 
Honaee in Great Britain, mider the OoloBialGoremnient in Virginia, and in 
theBtate of Maaaaofanaetta, .becanae the aarae general answer may be given 
po all. . The legislatore was not required by either a oonatitniion or a law 
to k^ep a joomaL The Journal waa only kept by Tirtne of the order or 
usage tif eaeh, house, nid could be changed at any time, to any extent 
eitlw house might thiidt rig^t 

, But a precedent baa been refetted to in my own State, and there the 
Oon^titntion doei require that each house shall keep a^j^mmoL 

Gentlemen who rely upon this precedent have been misinform^ * Ibey 
have not named the case, but I can be at no loss as to what the reference 
is made. It must be the case of Judge Williams, who was impeached, and 
tded; and to conviDt, ihe Oonatitution required ti$o^ird§ of the mcm< 
bera. When opinions were ^xpressed^ there were two-thirds -for oouTie- 
tton, if aU&nt members were not iconnted ; if they were; there were not 
two-thirds. Upon this |>oint therd was a great variety of opinion, and 
ultimately the pret^ding member dueharffSd-'OM judge as aequittetL On 
the next morning, when the jounial- was read,* a member moved to coir* 
rect it, because the court had authorised no euch order. Thn motion, it 
will be* perceived, was in a oourty therefore, no p^^ecedent for us. 
. . Kext, it waa not to expunge anything which the Senate had done, but 
tOvStrike from the Journal that whidi had been put there by mistake, and 
which the body never had ordered. 

Now, rir. If aman were set to search a case unlike theoce before us, h^ 
eoiald not do better than take the Te^esseecase.' 

Two preoedenta havd been referred to in the preoeedhigs of Gongress, 
upon which I will make cbe or two remarks. 

Oh. the last, day of the stelon of 1806, two petitions were presented by 
a member of the Senate, comphdiiing of the conduct of one of our courts ; 
they were received by tb^ body and diajpoeed ot During the same day a 
member n^ved to return the petitionSj and to expunge the order for theur 
reception from thcr journal, which was done accordingly. 

The first obsetviitiQn I ntoke Is, that we are to keep a Journal of ohr 
proceedings. In other words, at ihe end of ea^ dof our reootrd oog^t to 
show the.rtf9ttZC^«ttrjtft^9Mn^upon'eaohsut|)eot before iuk • ^ 

Tl»e journal of that day d<]|es show this precisely. After the entry waa 
eiqpunged, tfa'e>fiubj§ot of those memorials was jilaoed predsely where|in 
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tiie Jodgmeat of that body, it ongbt t# rot, and that was, that 
B&oidd have nothing: to do ^fith it. 

I will iUnstrate raj meaning by a ftoniliar ^aae. A me^chant^ in the 
Ibrenoon, aeDs a bale of cloth to a costomer, who pays him one hnndred dolf> 
Ian for iL He enters the transabtion on his joomaL In the afternoon, 
of the same day, the customer retnms, and asks Che merchant to take 
baok^the'doth and retain him hia- money; with whioh request he oom- 
plies, and, instead of incnmhering his Journal with another nseteas entry, 
be 8<sratohes oufjf'or^ in other words, etpungeB the enti^ he made when he 
jold the ebth. After this ezpunging,'his Journal will show, the exact 
tmth rebtive to this bale of doth; that is, it will give no account whal^ 
ever of the transaction, because the doth was his in ^e morning,' and it 
is still his the next monning. 

If we expunge the resolution of 28th Ma^oh, 1884, by «n order now 
made, our Journal of that day will be so altered as not to show the result 
of the Senate^s Judgment on that dof upon that subjeot ; therefore, there 
Is n^ likeness in the two- cases* 

Again, if they were* simihur, the precedent on^t to hare no wd^t 
whnteT^. There was no time for either discussion or deliberation. Be* 
fides, this was done in high party times — ^related to an exdting topio— 
Buxr'a ooii^moy, and the expun^png was ordered by a 8tri<^y partf 
Tote. 

The second ease is that which oocurtedln the House of BepresentatiYes 
la 1832. .1 . » 

Mr. Bandoli^ announced the-death of Ifr. Tinkney, who wito not dead,* 
and Hor that rstmm moyed an adjournment. The acyonmment took plaosi 
and the next day he moTcd that the reason amigned for the^a^ourament 
ahcfuld be eaEpnnged, because it was not true, and At was accordingly ex* 
panged. In this case, what the House did was not sapunged. It had til 
J^ct acfjawmed^ and so the Joumd still $hfiw»; but the reaionufbj they 
eame to a dedsion to acUoum, being fcAmded in mistake, was expunged. 

Now,'nr, the Journal at this moment shows, as wdl as It did when the 
entry was made, the proeeeding$ of the HouseT ob that day^j and aU the 
alteration produced is, that the reoiOn for one of thdr uOta cannot ba 
known, aa.it is expunged. 

Bpt in the case under .oondderation, to expunge would be to destroy aD 
eridenoe of a deekUn itee^f^ for whidi I insist we hare no precedent in 
the case rdied on. 

The truth must be, tiie members of the oonrention were well aware of 
aU the precedents in Great Britain, and in our own country, which existed 
when they fhumed the Oonstitution^ and intended to kare nothing to the 
discretion of either house. They intended effectually to secure a Just ao* 
acnntabHity £rom die representatire to the constituent ; therefore theyused 

the (taortitatiou itadf Ae imperative language, *^eaeh bonie shall keep 



j^ j«iinial,"te. Letoi not^tlMfn,^ mSiledbypreeedsntswhiohwelbiiey 
may bear us ont. At best they are noting, but ^orat<AeB on wfaioh 
weak miiiids sostatn thema^Tea" ; ^d if we ore autained by fheae jyraoe- 
denta in^npnngiog the rasolntioa of 1884^ the praoedeat whieh wo wfll 
BOW make may anstain thoee who €Otiii» after oa in^expnngiiig important 
prindplea £Dom the Oonalitatioii itaelf. 

It ia Qiged thkt thfi mere act ^ exp«iigiiig the Joiunal la not m matter 
itf any in^Mrtanoe; it ia the effect oe^m^ral of tha reacdntioiL wliich itia 
daeired to remoYe. • '- 

Wby not adopt ray resolntio% theaf No man oan doabt.our power to 
reaeiad, repeal, and reverse the reaolntion. ^ 

- The bad m&ral taaght by the reaolnt&on wiH be ranM^ved • by the anbaa* 
q[aent decision prononodng the former one to be erraneona. Bnt it ia 
tbovght beatlo nae tl^ wofd'^'ezpnnge,'* aa, Vy the naa of that word in 
parliamentary prooaedingWi the pnneiplea of oiyil Jiberty haTe been maim 
tained in other oomitriea. ' 

If it has been always nsed for wise jmd good porpoaeaelaawliare, let na 
be cantiona that im do not ao nse it aa erentoally to prodnee miaohicf in 
thia, the moat free and fiivored country in the worldr 

It ^pean to moi however, that thia word, like eveiTtliiiig alee ovar 
which we have control, ban been aometimea naed when oorreot prindplas 
were asserted, and, in other instances, when the reverse was the oese. 
: Ifhen King Jamea entered one of the hovaea of the Britiali Parliament, 
and with his own hand mopyeng^ the journal; when.the Honse of Lords 
CKpnn^ the recognisance entered into btfo^ the Lord Msj^r of London, 
and wheil the joamala of the Virginia LegiaSatoire were ezpnnged, or at* 
tempted to be expunged, during the Odonial government, it waa not the 
watohwotd of the fritoda of liberty. I am not aware that it ever liaa 
been nsed, and I foar it never will be nsed, in aid of civil liberty, or the 
rights of man, when the proeeaa ia reaorted to to gratify the fecflinga of 
ihm^ inpvmwy who are generally too prone to beUeve liberty ia attacked 
whenever any portion of their conduct ia diaapproved, or there ia toy 
attJempt to in^xMe restrainta on their Jiber^ to do aa they imagine ia 
mpst for the puUic good. 

Mr. President, I propose in the next place to examine the sonndntias of . 
the reaaon assign^ why we.may, and^ought, to ezpaage. 

It ife briefly tiiia: thiO, aa tiie Senate ia .the tribunal est^lished by the 
Oonatitntaon to try the Premdent when impeached, it is unconstitntiepal 
to-pasa a reaolotion which chargiBS him witha crime -for which he might 
be Impeached, and that thia reaolntlon not only oharge% but ponvi^ him 
of « ariaML Ido not eoneor in thia pj^on, and beg leave to aasigii my^ 
leasona for dissfgiting from tti 

Under the Oonatttotion, thepowera of the Senate areJudioW, exeootive^ 
or legislative; Judicial, wlben tgying impeachmimti ; exeoative^.when 
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mMatag the Proiideht in zoiUMioii to trettkif or ai to Hie perMcs to bo 
appointed to office ; leglsUitiTe, in maUng laws, end in .everything oon> 
neoted with meking, amending, or repealing them* (Oonatitation U. 8« 
•rt 1, Beet 1.) 

The power of the Senate in all legislatiye matteia is equal to that of 
the Honae of t&epresentadyea in all reapeots, with the single exception 
thalt Inllfl to rai§$ revenibauost originate in the Hoaae. In the dlaoharge 
ci any l^gisbitiye or eiecntiye dnty, anj indiyidnal member may aay in 
bia plaee that the Preaidenti or any other dyil offioerv haaawnm^dpowera 
not conferred upon him by the Ckmatitntion or 4awa. 

What any one jnay lawfiiUy any, every other may aay with equal pro- 
pffiety. TVSiat ai^ one or all may aay, individually, all, or a^ mi^orityi 
may with propriety ezpreas by way of resolution, wiudi ia nothing bat 
an eipicasion of the opinion of n m^ori^ on a giveik anlject . 

Hm ol^eelkm to thia reaolntion ii, that it Qhaiges the President with, 
and eonvleto hkn o( a crime, fbr which he may be impeached by the 
Hoaae; and in that eaae it woiM be the dntj of the Seaofo to try him) 
therefore^ it was ancoostitational to adopt the jneaolution. 

Ifo thia I anawer, ftrrt, if it were an unconstitutional act to pass the 
lesolotion, ittenishea no reaaon why it ahonld be expunged. If it did, 
we might go back and. expunge from the journal everything wUoh had 
been done by peHtiflal opponents^ from* tiie adoptum of jthe Ck>nstitation, 
which we choae to aay waa unoooatitotional— all Hitriea, relative to the 
alien and sedition laws, chartering the banks, 4e. These entries, wlddk 
wa desm violationa of the^Oonafeitntion^ of a)l others, are the ones w* 
ou^t to desire should stand. By them, the disgrace of political oppon« 
ento woald be perpetuated.- Ifere I one of a m^ority who voted for ^uch 
aaconstitatiQniil proasedings, I would feel very grateM to opponents who 
wooid wipe out, or agnai0P^ the evidiettoe of my disgrace aoaoon as th^ 
obtained tihe power* 

Butagain: we find in the OonadtotMOi Ist art 8d aect. these words : 



" TiiiiTiMwit In fniqp nf lipmrlimimt <mI1 nrt ntmrfl tmOmlbuk to Nttoral from olBoe, 
tadto dlaqtuUScfttion to hold mtd e^Joj saj oaioe of honor, trait, or profit, o&dffr Um Uiilt«4 
8tat<a; bat the party eooTleted ihsn, nerertbeleM, he lUMo/and nltfool to Indictment, trial, 
and punlrfwmt, n o e w M n g to law.** 



And, in art. 2, sect 4, the language followiagt 



- t>a fr a M e nt ^ Vtoa^heHdin^ aad ai etofl mmn af the UnKed Btotog, ifaaB be wmerea 
frMi oSleaon ImpeaduMnt ter, and ooaTictloa ot, treaemlj bribery^ or ether high crimM and 



. ' To my mind it ia very dear that neitlier the President, nor any other 
eivB bflBcerj can be impeached, nidess he is charged with' some ariffM. 
The question then is, does the resohition of the 98th of March, 18t4, 
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eharge the Preaideiit idth the eommlMiaii of mcrmsi It is in these 
words: 

**Mmct9td, ThAt^ttw Praridaot, lo Hm Ute CBeeotlTie proeeedlnfi in rdatSon to the poUie 
|«raQ«, hM Mnmwd uppn hhntclf avthorltf andpovoioot eoofeRvd'bjAtae OonatitatSofi aad 
lam, but la derotmUon of both." 

It is with this resolotloii, and this «ni^, we hftTe to deal. As to what 
tike t)ank or its agents had said or done, or as to the argaments or speeches 
of gentlemen, the Senate has f^rea. no opinion; and npon the qneetion 
now pending, we have nothing to do with them. 

I ^rm that this resolution does not impute to tiie President any crims 
or misdemeanor whatever. There ean be no sneh thing as a crime, with* 
oat a had motive. The resolution is entinly nlent as to the moHeet by 
wbioh the Qiief Magistrate was governed. It therefiore ehaiges iHitfaittg 
but mere error ofjudgmfeBt. It dleges he assumed powers not^oonfeRpd 
by .the Oonstitntion or laws; but whether the motives which iiiduosd 
him to assume these powers were virtuous, or the reverse, is not> stated. 
.If they were to promote the publie good, and he honestly beKeved the 
powers he assumed had been oonferred, altliough he migtU be wAttjA-ftn^ 
yet he ought to be applauded as a patriot, instead of being oensured as a 
eriminalk 

. Intentkm to do wfong-^ted motivea— are tiie menee of crime; and 
without them there can be no such thing. In this very case, if, in every 
act the President did, he'mistook his powers, but still acted from hi|^ 
and pure motives^ no honest tribunal npon earth eould convict him of 



This new doetrine of crime without eeil uUeiU has no sanction in 
morals, in reason, or in aiiy a^udged case. The only cases referred to 
for its support are the impeachments against JudgesOhase and Pi4d:ering.* 
In the first of these, it is true, some of the articles of imj^eachment did 
not char^' bad motives, but upon those he was aepiUted teithovt a die- 
eeiUingwnce. 

In Piokering^s case, the question was whether he was aane or not He 
had 'been a highly respectable man, bnt acted- badly on the bench, and it 
was alleged he was 'deranged. It was answered,, if he was deiMged, }t 
was from intemperance^ and therefore an aggravation of the offmce ;' and 
on that ground he watf convicted. 

Qod forbid that a doctrine so unreasonable, so Inconsistent with our 
Imperfect condition, as that of crime without e9il:deiign^ should ever be 
sanctioned anywhere, especially here. You and I are obliged to act in 
this veiy question; it is our public duty to form opinions, and' act upon 
them; we disagree; must <Hie of .i|s be guilty of a crimet Look at the, 
situation of courts. A cause is tried before tw6 Judges in an Inferior 
opurt, and they disagree; must one be a criminal? A writ of error is 
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ttkifn from tax inferior to ft higluBr tribunal, and 'the Judgment retwrsed; 
ftre the j odges of the eonrt to be viewed and treated a^ (Criminals ? If they 
ftre, suppose there to be a still higher tribunal, to which i;h^ same oanse 
is carried, and the last decision reversed, and the flrsl established; wha( 
are yon to do then — ^pnnish the second set of Jndgesf - 

la the federal drcnit courts,, a Jndge of the Supreme Ck>urt and the 
district judge deoide a cause; a writ of error is taken to the Supreme 
Gourt, wheve the same judge forms one of die court, and he ooncnrs with 
his brethren in reversing his own decision. What, is to be done with 
him? According to this strange doctrine, he is obliged to be guilty- of a 
crime,.because he has decided against himself. Away vath sui^'doctrine, 
it is absurd. Error and crime are as-distinct as the motives by which 
angels and devils jare governed. 

The great error iii the ai|;omeiit.aiL the other ride is occasion^ by not 
attending to the distinction between the acts of private oitigem and ef 
public officers. A private individual does an nnlawM "act; the law 
pmuma he^d it from bad motives; because, so far from bring com- 
pelled to ac^.iif was his dnty not to. act In the case of a public officer, 
he is eompeilfd to act;- he is tworti to do $o.; and. whenever he does an 
official act, the prmtmption is, that his motioeg were-good^ although the 
acl may. have been eontrary to hw. If the law .were .not ^so, no honest 
qpum, oonacious of hia defects, would ^er fbl an office.^ He is bound to 
W9i—*itom tfidt>9o; and when he uses aU the means within his reaeh-io 
inform himself,, and exercises bis ^est Judgment, he is irmoceiU^ whetiher 
his acts are IcMtful.ot tii^ re^erte,. ' This distinction between the acts of 
Individuals and of public officers runs ^hroogh dl^the cases 'whieh caA.be 
lonnd in our books. The acts spoken^of in the resolution as astamptions 
of power in derogation of the OmstitntloB and law, wene act^ done by 
tJie President in his official capacity ;. therelbre, the resolution imputes to 
him no criminality whatever. 

The Senate unanipionsly adopted a resolution against the late* Post- 
master-Qeneral, oondenming some pf his acts as unlawfbl ; but it charges 
hin» withr no crime. If error is hereafter to constitute crime in pur public 
office^ I should like to know who. is tO be judge. Who feeb tiiat he has 
the ij^fiillible standard ? K any one will say '^ I have it,'* my word for it, 
if you will cultivate his acquaintance, you wiU soon find he wants file 
oommon reqnirites, itUegrity and taUnU^ essential to constitute a tolerable 
judge. 

If we expunge the Joumali thoii we will have established the doctrine^ 
thatyin every case, a President^ or any other dvil offic^r^ may aasome 
authority and powers no^ conferred by the Qonstitution and laws, but in 
derogation of both, and we dare not juiy that is our Opinion. Against 
snclf a doctrine I. enter my protest We not only have the power, but it 
is one duty to exercise it whenever, such a case occurs; Suppose. the 
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PresideBi to naminato for. some oflloe a nuui who already holds the oflloa 
of goTernov or Judge, I svtely would have a right to aaj I will noiTote 
for hfan, beoanse I thii^ he has, in the office he now holds, assmned 
powers he did QOt possess, and therefbre'I will not tmst him fiirther. 

After having said so^ if he ia impeached, I cannot be challeBged and 
exdnded from sitting as one of his triers. I have charged him with 
no crime ; and,' having given an opinion that his oondact was nnlawfol, 
does not disqnalify me. If this were so, we most reverse the 'whole 
order of things ; and whenever a judge is called on to decide a cause 
similar to one he had before dedded, we must ezdnde him, and ^point 
tome other; whereas the common impression has ever been, that the 
Judge is the better quaUfled for having eiamined atid previouslj decided 
the same or a rimilar question. 

In England a peer cannot b^ challenged because he has previously given 
an opinion ; nor can a Senat(»r here. They are judges, having a liglit to 
dedde tilie law as well as the ilM)t8 of the case. 

Bat the Senate hepetofore attempted to ezerdlse this veiy power in the 
ease of tiie Panama nominations. Mr. Adams (I beg pardon, the late 
PresidentX in his message, told us he had the power to have sent ministen 
witiiont consulting the Senate ; but, as they were soon to be in session, he 
bought it best to delay the appointments, and consult them. A resolu^ 
Hon was submitted denying this claimed power, and a long diseassion 
ensued. If we contested this claimed but unezerted power, can any one 
d<inbt bnt| if' it had been exercised, we would have denied it I7 a resolu- 
lion if we could! For one, I never doubted but the IVesident honestly 
^tertained the opinion expressed. 

The subject of temoving the deposits had been regularly brought before 
the Senate by the report of the Secretary of the TrMsuiy. It was one on 
which we had a right to legislate, yfe had a right to know why it waa 
done, and how it was done, to either approve 6t disapprove ; to legislate 
npon it: te direct the money to Se^retumed, or to be kept anywhere else ; 
in short, toapprove or -disapprove what had been done. 

We could have thanked the executive for hia prompt attention to the 
public interest; for his effoiency in displaoingone Secretary, who would* 
not remove the money, and appointing another who would. Why, th^ 
had the Senate no power to say that, in doing these things, he trans^ 
oended his power f To me it appears they had constitutioDally the power 
to pass the resolution. But it then was, and yet is, my opinion that, in 
exercisitag this power, the Senate themselves erred when they resolved 
that- he had" assumed powers not conferred. I believed he had the power 
to remove the Secretary, and to do every other act then attributed to 
him, if he believed a proper ease was made* out for its exercise. Am I 
to be told by- Senators 'vriio voted for the resolution that I committed a 
crlfM when I voted agafnst them ? I hope not Nor am I at liberty to 
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they ooBxmitted a crime when they diiBagreed hx opinion with me* 
This ifl erery thing the resalatlon charges the Pk^deilt irith. He thought 
he had the power which he exercised; a me^ority of tiie Senate thought 
lie had not, and so expressed themselves in tJie resolution, not question- 
ing the parity of the iftotiyes from which he acted. By doing so they 
dm not assnme any power not conferred on tiiem by the Constitntion. 

In Great Britain Uie House of Lords acts as a court. A writ of errors 
Bes there to remove a canse from tiie Oonrt of King's Bench. Suppose a 
esoae thns^ removed, and the Judgment revened, becbuse the judges had 
amnmed powers they did nat possess ; if they were- afterwards impeached 
§at BO deciding, because they were bribed, could not4he peers try the im-* 
peachment? Undoubtedly they oould letamotyot^toeipwiigeord^ae^ 
our Jounial, because I think the Constitution forbids it I cannot ateign 
aa a reason for either expunging or rescinding the resolution tiiat the 
Senate had no power to adopt it, because I do not think so ; and because 
I think it of the last importance we should retain .with the Senate thos^ 
powers vested in it for high and important purposes, and which are, or 
may be, essential to preserve the liberty of the people; but most willinc^y 
ean I vote to rescind, reverse, and repeal the resolution; because I think 
that the Senate erred in adopting it. To say the least, there are dauhU 
of our power to expunge : and no one, I think, ought to be oertdn the 
Senate had no power to adopt the resolution. Why, then, shall we cling 
to the word ^^ Expunge,** bojI to this reoion^ when there is a plain course 
to pursue, in which what is du^ to the Chief Magistrate and to ourselves 
can be accomplished. To me, the reason is obvious. To expunge has 
become an ^xemttipe meoiure. It is now the watchword 6f a party ; and, 
by its use, those are to be htti^ down who will not conform to the 
irill of the party. In March, 1884, when the resolution was adopted, a 
maj&ritff of the Senate, was oppoied to the Chief Magistrate. His long 
and valuable services have endeared him to the American people. They 
are sensitive as to everything which can afiect his reputation as a man or 
as an officer. 

My opinion had been expressed, and was well known; I believe it oon- 
Ibnns to the opinion of my State audits legislature ; and I hold myself 
especially bound to endeavor to have it effected by the adoption of the 
reeolntion which I have submitted. Those who believe that either I or 
the people of my State "are opponents of the Administration, mistake our 
character. Our politics are as they have been ; we now stand on the 
tame ground, advocate the $ame fmnetplet we did in 1828, when sustain* 
ing Qeneral Jackson to bring him into power. But we are the slave of no 
man ; and when it is attempted to ingraft on our principles a system 
which does not belong to them, I will not yield my assent, b6 the conse- 
quences what th^y may. My wish is to rescind, revei^ and repeal the 
resolntion of 1884, because, in my Judgment, it b emmeeut^ and becaase 
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I believe each, is the judgment of my 8tate. To vote to expunge it| t 
cannot ; becanie, in my opinion, the Oonstitation forbid« it ; a^d, anzi* 
ons as my constitneats are to Yindicate the charaeter of the Chief Ma^ 
Irate, they will never require me to do so at the expense of that sacond 
instramont, which we. are all nnder the most high and moat solenm obli- 
gationa to maintain inviolate. 

The object^ns thus made were ultimately evaded by so wording 
ibe resolution aa fo make it define the mode of performing the pro- 
posed operation ;. and after a desperate ^resistance by the opposition, 
which at last, in the words of Mr. Webster, aa recorded by Mr. Bea- 
ton in bis "Thirty Tears' View," had ^ degenerated into a qnestion of 
serves and mnscles," the expunging resolution was passed, li^rch 16th 
1837. Upon that day the secretary, in the presence of the Senate, 
produced the original Journal, and (in the words of the resolution) 
^ having drawn a square of broad, black lines atouifd the ' obnozi<^ 
censuring resolution,' wrote across its face in strong letters these 
words : * Expunged by order of the Senate, this 16th day of Marchi 
IBS?.'" • J 
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■BirATORIAL OARKXB — ^ABOLITIOV— PUBLU) IJLNI> DI8TSIBTni05 — SUB* 
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Vpov tlie ^Bstorbing question of slaverj, wliich baa ainoe gnMrn 
ao porteiitoiuly in importanoe. Judge White'a aenlimenta were loyal 
to thoae of Ida native State, and were characterized by the aolidity 
and prudence which were anch important elementa in hia character. 
-Theae aentimenta he ezpreased March 2d9 1836, upon occasion of the 
preaentktion of one of thepetitkons then ao frequently presented by 
some northern members for the abolition of slavery within the Dia- 
tiict of Columbia. Upon that occasio;! he tpoke as follows : 

Mr; President: I address yon imder the solemn' donviction that if 
this goyemmei^ is to continae to acoompliBh the great purposes for 
which it was established, it can only be, by administering it in the same 
spirit in which it was oreated. 

When the Oonstitution was framed^ the great and leading interests of 
the whole country were considered, and in the spirit of liberality and 
eompromiae were adjusted and settled. 

They were settled upon principles that ought to remain undisturbed 
ao long as the Constitution lasts, which I hope will be for ever ; Ibr 
although liberty may be preferable to the Union, yet I think the Union 
ia indispensable to the security of liberty. At the formation of the 
Constitution, slavery existed in many of the States ; it was one of the 
prominent interests that was then settled. * li, in all its domestic bear- 
ings, was left, exduirively'to the respective States, to do with, as they 
might think best, without any inteiferenoe on the part of the federal 
government. This, it is admitted, by every' gentleman who haa 
addressed you, is now the case, in eirery slaveholding State ; therefore, 
it is only urged that Congress has the power to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia. It should never be forgotten that when the Con* 
atitntion was formed and adopted, wh^t is now the District of Columbia, 
was then comprehended within two of the alaveholdlng States, Mary- 
land and Yiiiginia. 
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Soppose when all the details of the Ck>ii0titation had^been a^Joated, it 
had been foreaeen^ that the District of Oolmnbia would be formed out of 
a ,tra0t of oonntry ceded by those States, and sitnated in the oeatre 
between them^ it h$fi, been asked of the members of the conyoitioii, 
what do you intend as to the distijot f Yon have placed the q[nestion of 
slayery In the States, entirely nnder their control within their respectiTe 
limits, do yon intend that Congress shall ha^e the power, to aboliah 
slavery in the district? • WonUL not every man have answered in the 
negative ? 

It has been said that when petitions to aboliah slaveiy are presented 
to either Honse of Congress, those who demand the question whether 
they sliall be received, and thus produce discussion, are agUaton^ and 
produce excitement on this detioate subject. To- me it seems this is 
tmfair. Let us for a moment consider the circumstances of the oonntry, 
a&d the ntuatSon in which we are afl placed. 

There are twenty-four States, several Territoiies, and this Distriet 
Ibirteen of these States have no slaves, the other eleven have siaves; 
in faot, their slaves oonstitute a lai^^ item of all the property they own* 
During the part year, it has so happened, that many newspspev^ 
pampUets, and pictorial* representationa made their appearance, and 
through the mail^ and by other means, eztenuvely drcnlated in the 
slaveholdlng States. By these means, a spirit of discontent was created, 
wMoh occasioned much excitement and disorder in various places, and 
rendered it necessary, in a summary maimer, to put to death 8ev«ral 
white persona, and a numbep of slaves. In various quarters of the 
Union there were assemblages of people, who expressed their opiiuons 
with great freedom* In the course of the fiiU and winter, many of the 
State Legislatures 'have been iq session— ^they have been addressed on 
this subject by their respective governors. 'They have expressed pub- 
licly their (pinions — the President^ in his message, has invited the 
at^ntion of Congress to it— the Senate has refMred that pjirt of the 
message to a speqal committee, which has made a lengthy report| 
accompanied by a bill, which is now upon, our docket, and must, in due 
course, he discussed, and either passed or r^ected. Are aH these to be 
csBed agitaton^ and charged with unnecessarily producing excitement f 
If not, how is it that members of Congress are to be thus charged^when 
petitions are presented that we must in some mode dispose oft Eaioh 
ef us must suggest, such mode as we think most correct, and none can 
Justly be liable to any sach charge. If there is any wrong, it is found in 
thos^ who, in such a state of public feeUng, will press thdr petitions 
upon us. The petitions are fcMrwarded to members who feel it .their 
duty to present them; when presented, others think it thdr duty to 
dem(^ld the question whether they shall be received. Is it true that on 
this delicate subject, every offioer of the federal or State goveramaDti 
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aan espresB bk opinion, as to .what it is best to do, and that a aenator 
dan not express his (pinion without being liable to oensore ? I hope not, 
' This is a ddioate snliject : would to €k>d it had not been pressed fxp(m 
«s; «bat ea it is placed here by the petitioners, we Ynnst dispose <ii iU 
To enable ns to do so, we x^xisit think opon it, and we may teH each 
otiier what we think, and oar reasons fer so thinking. 

It is not by speaking upon it we will be 13cely to do mJsehief. Every- 
thing depends upon the temper with which we express our opisAona, and 
the $eiUimeni^ we advance. My wi^ and aim is, if I can do nogood, to 
do no harm, and if I bdieved in what I propose to say, I w^nld ntler a 
aentknent fkxun which mischief would be produced, I would close, my 
fipa, take my seat, and oontent myself with yea or nay, to every question 
proposed by others, leaving every person at liberty to coi^eoture tha 
reasons for my votes ; but entertaining no fear of that kind, I must ask 
permission to state, aa biie^ aa I can, sojne of &e reasons for the eeuna 
I shall pursue. 

In doing thia, I shall not address myself to senators coming from 
either the East, w the West, the North, or the South, in particular^ but 
t0 the Senate, the whole Senate, because if it is desired, aa I believe it iSi 
that we should remain together as one people^ secure, prosperooa, happy 
and eontented, the whole country, every section of it has a de^ int^es^ 
in this mattttr, this agitation and excitement must ceascw 

Wl^tt then ou^t we to do, aa most likdiy to put an end to tiioee 
angry, feelings which now prevail. 

In my opinion^ we should Mhse to receive these petitions^ It la a 
mere ^estion of «q^ediency what disposition we shall make of Ihem. 
All who hava yet spoken admit that OoBgress has ne power iHialever 
over slavery in the reapeotive 8taie$^ It i» eetded, Whether slavery is 
ri^t or wrong, we have now ne power to eonsider or discuss. Suppose^ 
then, a petition were presented, to aboU^ slavery in the States, would 
we receive it? Assuredly we ought not, because it woidd be addng ub 
to act upon a subject over which we have tko power. 

But these are petitions asking Ckmgresa to abdish alaveiy in tiili dia- 
IHct Have we the power! / tkink not, 1 connder the argumetit <ji 
the honorable senator from Virginia (Mr. Leig^X ^^9^ ^*t point, con- 
ekunvcb It has. not beeen answered, and I do net believe it can be^ 
Slaves are im>perty in this diitriet-^-OongreAB cannot take prioaU 
property, even for jHift^ teas,- without mal^ng just eompensation to the 
Qjvner. Ko ftmd ia provided by the Oonstitntion to pay for alavea 
which may be liberated^ and the Constitution never gives Oongress the 
power to act upon any 8ul||ect, without, at the same time, fhmishing 
ttM memiw for its accomplishment. To liberate slaves is not taking them 
for public use. It is ded^ng that neither individuals nor the pubMo 
ahaH use them* I will not weaken^ the honorable member'a ai^jnment by 
foiag over its 
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this district Was intended as the plaoe where* the great hqMneas of 
tiie nation shoold be transa^jked for the good of the whole. Congresa^ 
under the Oonstitotion, is phioed here to legislate npon those subjects 
etitonerated' and specified in the Oonstitationf that we might be able to 
protect oorselTe^, and the offioets residing here, and be ont of the ttatk 
of the laws of any State. It wtd never intended that we shoold have 
any local legislation, except sach as would meet the wants and the 
wishes of the people resicUng witfaiE the tea. miles square. We should 
never permit this place to beconverted into a p<^tical workshop, where 
plans would be devised, or carried into operation, that will have the 
effect of destroying the interest' of any of the States. 

Members of Congress, executive, and Judicial officers, were to come from 
any, and every section of the Union. From the slaveholding, and the 
non-slaveholding Spates; and their property, was to be as secure here, in 
.this ten miles square, as it was in the States from which they respectively 
came. They would bring their habits and their domestic servants with 
them. Those from the non-slaveholdiHg States their hired servants, and 
those from the slaveholding States their slaves; and who can 'believe it 
was intended to vest the power in Oongress to liberate them if brought 
within the district. 

Again, the right of property in slaves in the States is saCred, and be- 
yond the power of Ck)ngress to interftie with, in any respect ; yet, if it be 
opnoeded that we have the power to liberate them in the district, we can* 
as effectually ruin the owners as if we had Jhe power to liberate daves in 
the States. By abolishing slavery here^ we not only make a place of re- 
fuge for runaways, but we produce a ^irit of discontent and rebeffion in 
the mmds of daves in the neighboring. States, which will soon spread 
over all, and which camiot &il to compri ownera to tUitroy their own 
slaves, to preserve their own lives, and tiiose of their wives and children. 
I beseech gentlemen to look at this matter as it is. Take for iUnstmtioii 
the case of a small planter in Mississippi, Uyifig on his own land, with 
thirty slaves to cultivate it. Suddenly it is discovered that one half of 
them is concerned in a plot to destroy the lives of their master, bis fam- 
ily, and neighbors^ with a view to produce their freedom, and immedi- 
ately with or without law thiey are tucked up and hanged. Thovman is 
thuadeprived of his property without any-ohance for an indemnity, besides 
the disquiet and anzjety of mind oecasi(med l^ a loss. of confidence in his 
remaining slaves. It cannot have been intended that Oongress by acting 
on this subject, shotdd have a p6wer thus to occanon a destruction of 
slave property. ' ' 

To me it seems that we ought to treat these petitions precisely as we 
would do, if they prayed us.to abolish slavery in one qf the StaU$. We 
have no more power to abolish it here than we hi^ve there. 

I'think in eitiier tsase we oUght tt> refuse to receive ihem. I hold that 
if the. petitioners aak us to do that which we have no power to do, or to 
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do thai wliioh will be prodnotiyevof a gMt and laadng misohref^ we nqi 
only have the rights bnt that it ia onr duty to reftue to receire them. 

By the Oonstitation no man can be held to avrwer for a criminal charge 
b<it by preeentment, or indictment. Snppoee a petition presented here, al- 
leging that some citizen in t}ie district had beeirgnil^ of a crime, and that 
he was so influential that he conld not be reached l^ the ordinary forms 
of law in oonrt, and therefore we lire adced t<> pass a bill of attainder. 
Ought we to receive the petition f Sai^MMe a* petition to ask ns to pass a 
law to prohibit any member of this body from making a Q>eech against 
the prayer of the petitioners, would ^e receiTe it? Suppose a petition 
to be offered asking us to establish a particular rdigion in tiiis district, or 
to prohibit anypublication in a newspaper on the subject of abolishing 
alaTery, unlete it was previously approved of by a committee ; would 
we, ought we, to receive any such petition! I think, most <$Brtainly, we. 
ought not. Bnt suppose we have the power, is there ahy senator v^ho 
believes we ou^t exercise it. ' I trust not. Those who uige the reoep* 
tion of this petition, which ts fr9m the Society of Friends, have spoken 
most highly of the petitioners and the chiss of dtizeos to wtuoh they 
belong. In all this I dieerftiUy concur. These particular persons are 
strangers to me. I doubt not the purity of their motives f the sect to 
which they belong is worthy of all th^ encomiums passed upon it I 
rsspeot and esteem them most highly, and do not fbel that in vay compo- 
sition there is a particle of unkindness towards them; bnt I think they 
would have- us do that which we have no pow«r to do, and if we had the 
power, by exercising it, we should do infinite mischief. This, the$e peti» 
tioners do not desire. They have ^charged what they think is their 
^ty by having their. petitions presented; I only discharge mine when I 
say, coniristentiy with what I feel to be my duty, I qannot receive them. 

But It is ftirtiier insisted, that the right of petition is a sacred one,'thal 
belongs to the^ nature of free government, and existed befbre the forma- 
tion of our Constitution, and that instrument did hof giw the right to 
petition, but intended only to secure it. This is sound doctrine, and has 
my hearty assent. 

The people are sovereign ; members are thdr agents, or servants ; they 
have a right to make known tiieir grievances, real or imaginary. We 
can pom no law^ we can make no rule to abridge or destroy that rights 

But what dtf gentlemen mean when they speak of the right of peti- 
tion f Do they mean that when the petition is presented we must receive 
it, and do that which is prayed for? Ko. Kot one member contended 
for this; so ftr from it, they say, that if the language of the petitioner iir 
ditretpee^ful to tho lodf^ or tm^ member ^it^ we may, and ought to 
ff^^AiM to receive it. 

How is this ? I beg that we may reflect seriously upon this matter. 
We are about to establish a doctrine to which lean never ytiald: my assent. 
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Are w^to be exalted above our emptofemff la ottr dlgidlytobe ofhl^^Mr 
oonsideimtion than the property and UTes of those who aend iia heref If 
« petition ooatuna matter ohar;ging diegraoeftil oondiiot on the Senate^ or 
ai^ of ita memben^ we may wft reo^ke it; bnt if it eo^taina matter. wbidi 
ia to de&t/roy the slave properly in this iMriet^ and in a2MMaiSto<at of thia 
Union, and abo to endanger the Uom^ and dw aW iy i vf^i^^ eitiBm wUhm 
tkeir UmitB^ we are bound to receive it ? 

This is the doctrine contained in the aifj^unenta. I den^ that there ia 
aa^ aaoh distinction to be foond in a single feature of oar political inati- 
tntions. The troth ia» we have the power 4n h&tk im»Umcm to refaae ta 
seoeive the petitionai bnt in ezeroising it when, we ewnddm on^ are aa* 
aaikd, we on^t always to act moU WmaU^ in receiving, bat where the 
aafetf, the lives and ^e property <of oor matUn are conoerned, we hnva 
no pght toezeroiae the same liberality. 

With great deference for the opinions Df others, I think the force of 
their whole aigonrentjrests on a plain mistake. 

They aigae aa if we never became acqwdfU^d with the contents of a 
petition, or Qould e&mitUr nnd decide apon ii$ merite nntfl after it ia 
received. ^ 

This is most clearly not'ooqreot .What we have been doing for t^ie 
last few weeks is fdll prooi of it. These' petitioaa hnve been pubHo^ 
read, their merits and tendency^ and oor powers to abolish slavery have 
been long nnder di800S6ion->-haa any man d^ed oor right to do so f Not 
one. The only doabi soggeated is, whether it was pradent to %dopt this 
oooxee. 

By our24t2i nde, when a petition is prBsented the member mast l»ie4y 
state its contents, and what the peti^onen wish should be done. He 
then aeloe that the petition mof ^e raoe^OAiy^and, specifies what he wishes 
to be done wi^ii it after it is received. If no member oljeots, for the par- 
pose of saving time, it ia received and diq>osed jof without formally pro* 
pounding the question of reception ; but if any member ol()eoti^ he ma^ 
call for the reading, and then uige his reasons wl^ it diould not be 
recdved. 

. This rule establishes no new doctrine, it is fenndedr in good sense, is 
perfectly consistent with the ligl^t of petition, and is* laid down as the 
correct practice by Hr. JeflSerson in his Manual at page 14CL 

What is the ri^ of the petitioner f It consists in his having finee per- 
mission to make kn^wn to Congress what he esteems a grievance, and to 
ask them to provide a remedy. When.his petition is presented, the duty 
of Congress commences. That consiBts in the members making them* 
selves acquainted with the contents of the petition, and granting its prayer 
if it be Just and consistent with the public interest, or in reftidiig to 
receive the petition,- or making some other disposition of it^ which in 
their Judgment will more conduce to the good of the community. 
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. When ws reflue to reodve 4 petitioii, we no move deetroy ov-in^nfar 
Uie right of petitton, ihaa we do when we reoeiye the petition and lay it 
open the table, or r^eot the prayer of it, w refer it to a ^onunittee whe 
report that it is nnreasonablei and ought not to be granted* 

In each of these eases,. the complaint of the petitioner has been heard^ 
eanMi^cr^tLBd decided 4nL ' In neither instance has he obtained a redress 
£or what he supposed a grievance^ but each leaves him eqnaUy at liberty 
to renew his petitioin at any sobseqaent period. 

Four modes have been saggested by which t6 dispose of this ind all 
fliherB on the'same sidyect 

The first we have been considering^ and is to nlbse to reoeire it. 

The second la to veottye them, lay them on tiie table, and there let 
fiiemlie. 

The third is to reoeiTS them, and then instantly r^ect the prayer, of 
the petitioners. 

Tbe fourth is to receive them, refer them to a oonmdttee, and let thi* 
eommittee make a iepor( upon them. 

I prefer the first, becaiise, wh«i we reftise to receiye the petitions, they 
ar^ retomed to those who sent them, uid it will most stron^y diseonib- 
tenanoe all hope liiat Congress ever can, or ever on^t, to pass any law 
i^n the AoljeBt to whidi 'they refer. 

In each of the other three, we retain the petitions; place them on oar 
i&ss in the custody of onr office, and at any sabseq^aeat session they are 
here, and it will be competent for any member to move their reference 
to a committee; whereas, if returned to the petitioner, if they ev^ 
again make their appeartoce, it must be by their bdng re-sent and 
re-presented« ^^ 

I think that plan is the most advisable, and -^Ui be most likely to calm 
the distarbance in the slave States, ^hich will most strongly manifest 19 
all, in every quarter, tha^ Congress will not interfere with slavery as it 
exists in t^ Statea and in tfais-district. 

If these petitions are received, I then think the disporition of them 
ptoposed by the senator flrom Pennsylvania the next beslr— that is^ 
immediately tb r^eet their prayer. This would be fer preferable to lay- 
ing tiiem silentiy on the table witiiout ezpreadng any opinion whatever. 

There is another aspect in which this question may be viewed that has 
had great' inflnence on my own mind. 

Congress sits here as the legislature of the whole Union, uid silso as tiie 
mUff legiilaiure for tke loeal caruemi iff the DUtriet ^f CehaMa, 
These petitions do not ask us to make ageneral law, operating Hwwtglwul 
tkewheU Unien^ but a law, the operations of which are to be spent entirely 
upon property within the tmi miles square. Now if w6 were in /imn^ 
as well as in substance, a locUl legislatare when acting on this question, 
whieh gentlemen say is to eflSsct slavery in the district, and no 
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where else, would we be bound to reoeive thesd petitions f ISTo more 
than we are bovmd to receive petitions firom France or Qermany. Woold 
gentiemen, if sitting as members of the legislature of iUftbama, fed 
bound to receive petitions fnm. citizens of Maine or Pennsylvania to 
emancipate daves within their own State f Assuredly not. If that be 
so, is it not most rciluonable, tirhen we are oalledupoii to pass an act oon- 
fined exclusively to this district, that we should conduct towards the 
people here,, as if in this matter they were our constituents ? 
, Will it not be time enough to r^e&we petUiom on this subject wliei 
they are presented on behalf of those upon who$e property dUme^ it is 
said the law would operate? , 

. Honorable senators hare told us there are two -dasses of aboli- 
tionists, and that public opinion will soon put down the misoluevoua 
olasa, which is small in number. Gentlemen, I doubt not, think as they 
say. All we know is, that our peace has been very much diftorbed by 
them, whether few or many* 

Their newspapers, tiieir pamphlets and pictorial representations have 
been plentiAiL . They have come to us though the mail, :and by other 
means, in great abundance, and if we are to live together as one people, 
they must •stop. It is vain to reason with people about the liberty of 
speech, and of the press, when their Kves are put at hazard. When tiie 
domestic cirde is invaded, when a man is afraid to eat his pravinons, lest 
his cook has been prevailed on to mis poison with his food, or dare not 
go to sleep, \M the servants wiU cut the throats of hinudi^ his wife and 
diildren before he awakes, he will iu)t endure it ; and, when he can lay 
hands upon those who prompt to such deeds of misdue^ he will not wait 
for the ordinary form of law to redress him. He takes the law^ into his 
own hands, and everything whidi accustoms us to violate the law, is a 
«erious evil in a country as free as ours, where ttie laws should goverti. 

The honorable 9€)nator from Mississippi has shown us something of tile 
feelings of his State, whidi has suffered much. In mine, when we first 
heard of punishing persons in Mississippi, without legd trial, we^thonght 
it all wrong, and some of our leading newspapers courteously found iadt 
with it. Their columns '^ere not long diy until one of these distributen 
of abolition, pamphlets was found in otur most populous and respectable 
dty, and aa asse^ablage of our mo^t orderly and discreet dtueens immedi- 
ately resorted for address to the saotte summary process which had been 
used in our sjster State. • 

, Public opinioji may have done something on this subject. I know of only 
one attempt tb establish a press for such publications in any slaveholding 
State. The neighbors of t^e gentieman informed him that Ins press 
would be produetive of misdiief, and. he must not establish it in their 
town — ^he answered that he held it a high'duty which he. could not dis^ 
pense with, to proceed, and he would do so. They replied if he did ihey 
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'^pnld ooBmder It thdrdnt^ to demoliah faifl bnflding, and sov his types 
broad«east in the streets. This manifestation of puUio opinion he 
vespected. He kneir that those with whom he had to deal would keep 
their word. He desisted, retired. to a neighboring State, where, as I have 
understood, be is now publishing his paper. 

I beg gentlemen to consider that it is of no oonseqnence to «s whether 
the abolitionists, in their States, are many or few; their pablications are 
nmneroQs ; they have abready produced much mischief^ and if persisted in, 
jBOSt end in oonseqaenoes to be for erer regretted by us alL 

For myself^ on the subject of the disposition we may make of these 
petitions, I can have no other wish than thjit it may be such, as. will most 
tend to aUay ezdteipent, and restore that harmony, which is sq essential 
to the o(»nmoi( interest of our whole oountry. 

When tfr. Clay's bill for tho' distribution of the proceeds of the 
Fablic Lands was^ first presented, Judge White voted against it, for 
the plain reason that the treasury was compara^vely empty, and the 
nation in debt. .When it was subsequently ^presented, the treasury 
was full to overflowing, and he voted, for it ; sustaining it in a speech 
worthy of his septitation, in which he maintained that the surplus in 
the treasury had been gathered by taxation from the people, and that 
it was but just that it shotfld now be distributed for tiieir benefit. 
He also forcibly exhibited the vices of tbe various 6ther pikns for the 
use of the same fuYids; and tbok Occasion to urge the adoption of 
measures substantially identical with those at present urged for facili- 
tating the purdhase of land by actual settiers upon it This well- 
oonsidered and valuable speech, delivered April 26, 1836, is as follows : 

\[X' President: The sulject under oonnderation is not new, but the 
eireumstances connected with it are both novel and important 

Formerly we were in debt, and had no pioney in the treasury, which 
we coifid not conveniently use. Now we owe nothing, and have an 
overflowing treasury. The coounon wants for an economical adminis- 
tration of the government, will require but a small portion of our vast 
and accuinulating treasure ; and the question is, what disposition shajl 
we make of the surplus. 

Several projects have been presented. An increase ,of the Army, of the 
Navy, additional fortifications, ai|d munitions of War, is one plan. An- 
other is to put the funds in the power of the Commissioners of the Sinking; 
Fund, and let them vestthem in stocks, which will add to our wealth. 
A third is, to form contracts with incorporated raihx>ad companies, for 
transporting the mail, your warlike stores, and your armies. And the 
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i>9iih Ib that pi^sented by this bm, which is to distribute the proeeeda 
•f the paUio huid» Among the flereral States. 

In forming an opiBion upon this snbject I find mjrself oompeDed to 
Itom some opiniQn on each of the others also, that I may be able to de^ 
dde which oo^t be preferred. 

But die flnt question, to be settled is one of jHw^r. 

If we have no power to dispose of this mobey, as this bin proposes, it 
is only a waste of time to poxBue the snbject any ftrther. 

Some of onr enS^tened pnbHo men, yean pastjlbrcsaw diflScnitieB, 
Which wonld, in time, originate from surpluses aconipnhiting in the trea* 
aory, and suggested this vexy plan for disposing of' them. Some doubted 
Ihe powder under the Constitution, and suggested an amendment to remove 
the doubt ; others felt no doubts, therefore did not deem any amendment 
necessary. All, however, seem to have concurred in the faimtm and 
jvaUee of this disposition of snoh funds^ as might not be needed, f6r the \ 
usies of the federal goyemmooit. 

If I mistake not, Mr. Jefferson, wfnlQ Pfosident, made a qoggestion to 
Congress on this subject. , 

Ten years ago an honorable senator, fh>m Kew Jersey, now Secretary 
oCthe Navy, and I do him the jUBtice to add, tlien, Ss well as now, A 
tealous Mend of the present OMef Magistrate, moved in this hody on 
liiis subject, had a committee created, made an able, detaOed report) 
a(0Oompanied by a bill, wfafbh was not finally a6ted on duiiE(g the seanbn. 

To do that gentiemai]^ Justice I must recur to this report, and read siwli 
parts of it as are material, that we may. have the benefit of his opinion as 
enforced by himself. It is found in the 4th voL of the Senate Docnmenti 
at the session 1825 and 1826 : doc. 95, page 1 ; and is in these words : 

The Oovattteo, tmm m eareftd an eatnlnatloa of th* ■olfMt, m s.dM alletttioii to tMr 
oilier dnUet would permit them to make, bftTe oome to tbe oonoliulon that great •ftdTaiitagei 
would reeult to the United Btotei from aa annual dlttrlbotion amoog them, ^ aome e<|iiltable 
raUot of a portion of onr national rerenne, for the pnipoeee of edacatUm and internal improTO- 
oent. Or for imdi other porpoiee aa the Blato gofemmentli.magr reqwotirdy deem meet tothelr 
adraniagB. Whether the United 8tateiahattdlTlde4he whole o^ their ref«iraei,bejQad what 
ave required for the uaual ezpenditorea of the goTumnentfdomestie and foBelgn,clTll,mlttlar7, 
and naral, to the reduction of our public debt, unUl the wbde of it diall be e3i[tingaiflhed ; or 
Whetfaier thej AaU wpfHj a portion of thoee rerenuea, at proposed for the moet impertant fm> 
poeea, and tfaerebj tMAae a more gradual ledftetfta of the public debt, readTae iteelf Into a 
^neetionbf cBpediencj, 

It remains for Oongress to determine whidi of thee^ ooursey wHl most effec^uaDj promote 
the present, as well as the fMure, prosperity of the country. There can be no doubt, that money 
dlstrtbatod among the States as proposed, would be inrested la a way to give mnoh great* 
nreflt, than the Interest on auflh money would yield at thsee,four and a half, or erea five per 
.cent, which are the rates of interest now paid on the greater part of our pnbUc debt. t 

As a large portion of thltf debt it payable to persons in Knrope, to discharge It as flut-aeonr 
means woidd permit would be to send fiwm the country soonte than necessary, fkisds that' are 
wanted at home ; Uie Inconrenienoe of which would be sensibly felt in ther preaeDtaaAbammed 
•tsAe of our money maijcet, and most probably, for aereral years to come. • 

Money distributed as proposed, wonld giTe new acHi^y to indu§lrp omfi mUtrpriti In oB 
the States ; and that equaU^ and Hm a l law eotii^. 
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ItHo<iMprirtt>i1gflMioantl» partoT tlM 8l»t» j OTMi in i w i to , ofvw H» cs^endltim* of 
•fforenuiMiit, and tiMPebf pmt«d( the watto of monejr, and tba adeptfon of octrf^ 
that ml^t dhnlntoh th^ aoMHiiii of tba annoal dtvldcBda.- 

Uwoold Mcore imparHaljuMie* to all th4 Siaiet in tba distribution of tiia anpeadttanr of 
•or TCTaaaa, a Ibflora bi which at praMnt la a lol^oel of loud and Just oomptalnt 

It wpold. rellova tha genaral goTammoDt of tbb aartooa InoooTonlence of an orarflowlnf 
kvaioy, whicbrtf not provldad inr bi tba aaimar propoatd» or bj arediwtloki'of oar vmraanai 
win fanpatar tha moat liDp<»tant pilnolplos of ow Oona t itntbMif 

It woold NliflTa the tiro Honaaa of Ooagraoa of a laiia pOrtSoa ofleglilatloiii now dofotad to 
Ika dl9oaal.of ow anrplas fnnda— laftaUtlon of the wont kind, oalwilalad to pfwdnoa ooadil* 
MtliTW. aa^lanal fedii^i, ta^nsttoa and waata oftba poblte traanm. 

It woDl^traaifer (o tha fltatest tba lagnlatton of a3qModitivM4br latamal h u pi r a c r am anta by 
vaada and canals, wbl<± If retained and lawrqlsad bj tba general fOTemment, oontrarjr, u ia 
beltaired bj maaj, to the letter and splxit of ow Gonstltntton, will, in tfana, so Ibr decrease tba 
pa we aaof tba State govanuMBia, and tocwsisa tboaa of the United Btatae gorenunentiaB.to 
daptrogr the IbdanatiTe priiiolpto o^oar Union, and oonTactow ^rrtamof^MnflbdanAad repabUot 
Into • ooneoUdated gOTemmant, 

It woqU remore the cause of t^ great and Increasing dlfflcnltlee arising firom an dtfectlon, 
«n eone tl tutlonal gronnds, to the eserelea of the right clalmad on the pari oftba United Btatae, 
af making roads and canals through tbtf dUbreat States of the Union. It #oald enable thtf 
general goreraaMnt tokeqp in operation an efllolent ayetem of flnanoe, and reTwrae with adp 
wantage to the Stetas. And shoold the exlgeneiesof the conntiy reqnlie the application of all 
•or aaeans to soma oltfect coimeeted with ow naMmal peaae.and proeperltTi ^<mm means eonld 
aoon be broo^into operation, ])j suqiendlng, for a time, the dlTlAends to the States. Byfhli 
•w treaanr7 would be filled without a sodden reeort to new tazea, wlilch might be oppresslfv' 
fta aftrkaltate^ and wfalehialgbt ereato mneh ineoBTenlenoe bj inisirapting the pnnnits and 
Ipdnstry ofowcitlaeps. 

If oncj ooUected firom the sources wfaldi now give as ow rerenues and dbrtrlbuled among 
the Statee ea propoeed, woold pro d oce a rapid and profitable droulatton of oo^lbnds, from tba 
eentre to the eztrsmltles of the Union, and thus add to tha Ctrae of tba awnejed cental of tfa* 



Itwill here he. remarked^ no doubt wa^ felt or eipressed, as to power 
to distribute ereiy portion of the rerenne, which conld be spifired^ and & 
plan was reoonunended for adpption immediately, although we then owed 
a lai^ 4^t| bearing varioas rates. of interest fix>m three np^to six per 
sientom. 

IText in the order of time, is the message of lihe present Ohief Magts- 
trate at the commencement of the session of Oongress in 1829, found in 
the Senate Joumali pages 18 and^ 14k That part of it which is material^ 
Is fai these words: 



After the extinction pf the pabUc debt It Is not probable that anj a4|astaient of the taffff, upon 
principles satisfbctory to the people of the Union, wfil, until a remote period, if erer, leare tba 
gotemment,wltboot a eoDslderal4e surplus In the treasury, bejrond what may be neoessaff 
a>r Its current serriee. As then the period approaches when ibe appUcatton of the rerenna 
to the pajment of debt win cease, the dlq>oeltion of the sorplw iplll p res e nt a suttfect for ttie 
aerlou^ deliberation of Congrees, and it may be fortunate flat the eoantrj that it is yet to be 
decided. Considered la connection with the dlfllculties which hare heretofore attended appropilap 
tSons forpnrpoeee of internal improTement, and with thoee wbidi this experlenee tells us win 
certainly arise, wbenerer power oTor such snbfects may be ezerdsed by tiie general goTem* 
asent, it le hoped that it may lead to the adoption of some plan, wUch win reeoncfle the dlTor- 
tflled Interests of the States, and strengthen the bonds wUcb unite them. Sreiy memiber of 
the Union, in pea c e and in war, wiU be benefited by the Improrement of Inland ttarlgbtient 
and tha ooiMtroeaon othlghwoi^ te the sereral States. Let na then endeavor to attain thia 
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btncflt In a mode which win be nttaflMtory to aJL Thai hUBerto ado|tted ha), bj maoT* of i 
feUov-cUlieiis, been deprocated aa an |nftractSon of the Conrtitatlon^ while, byqihers. It hat 
heeti arowed Inespodlent. All /eel that H haa beta employed at tha exptaae of haimoQj ta 
pia lofUatire ooancufl. 

To arold these evtli. It appears to ma that the most safe, Just and federal dispoaition, which 
eonld be made of the surplus roTenue, woald be itr apperttonment among the several States ao- 
dordtng to their ratio -of r f pr ei eu tatlen— and should this measure not be foand'-warrauted bf 
^M Coostitotlon, that it would be expedient to propose to the States an aaumdmeat anttunlainf 
H. I regard an appeal to the sooroe of power, in cases of real doubt, and when its ezerdae Is 
' dasmert Indispensable to the general welfare, as among the most s4cred of all oar oblfgationaL 
Upon this country, more than anj other, has, in tlie p s o Tidenee of -Ck»|l, been cast the qwdal 
gaardlinwhlp of the great principle of adherence to written OonMltnttom. fr It fhil hei«, all 
hope in regard to it will be extinguished. IChat thto iffM intended to l>e a gorammeat of 
Mmlted ^d speeifle, and not general, iK>werB,^QSt be adadtted by all; and (t is onr dnty to 
preserre for It the character Intended bj its fkamers. If experience points out tha niniMllj 
i»ran enlargement of these powers, let as apiriy for It to ihoee for whose b^cifc' It Is to Mb 
asardsed ; and not ondennina the whole lijstenai bj ajrssort to oTtfstraliled construoUima. 

• • • . • 

■ * 

It will be perceived that in these two short paragraphs, the justioe and 
utility of distribating these surplus fonds, are presented to the mind, in 
langnage as dear, distinct, and forcible, as can' well be employed. 
' It was not necessary to his purpose, and therefore he did hot examine 
the question whether the powers of Oangress orer the moneys ansTng 
from th^" public landiy were as limited as those possessed over moneys 
derived' from taaes^ and he contents himself with t}ie eiqpression of ^ 
general donBt on th^ ^estion of power, and reeommen^s «& amendment 
of the Qonstitatibn to remove, it 

At the session of 1881 and 1882, this subject is introduced into the' 
report of Mr. McLane, then Secretary of the Treasury, and afterwards 
Secretary of State. What he sayi will be fonhd.in the Senate Do<nimentB, 
vol. 1, doe. 8, page 12— and fs in the^ wordAi . 

The sources (Irom which the rerenue has hitherto been deHred, ire the Imports^ pohUelsadSi 
and bank dividends. With tha sales of the bank stock the latter will eease; and as tha 
Ifflportii according tp any soala of doUes which it will be ex|wdlent and' practicable to adopli 
win be ** amply aufflolent ** to meet all the expenditures, that portion of the TeTenna. heretofore 
drawn firom tha sale of the publlo lands mayVi dispensed with, thould Oongress see flt to do so. 

On tlds point, the undersigned cleans tk proper to obserrof that the creation of aamerooi 
States throughout the Western country, now forming a most Important part of the tk&lOn, sod 
the relative powers claimed and exercised by Oongress and Uie respective States over the pnUie 
lands, hare been gradually accumulating causes of iaquletade and dilBoalty, If not of cobi- 
plalnt. It msy well deserre oOosideratlon, therefore, whether, at a period demanding aa ami- 
cable ind permanent a4jaitment of the.Tarlous luhJects which now agitate the public mind, 
these may not be adTantageously di^KJoed of, in common with the others, and upon jwladplee 
Just and satlsfhctory to all parts of the Union. 

It mu^t be admlftted that .tHIe pobBc lands were ceded by the States, or aobseqaently aoqulred 
bj the United States, for the. common benefit, and that **eaph State has an iaterest in their 
proceeds, of which it cannot Justly be deprlTed." Orer this part of the pobllc p ro p ft itj , the 
powers of the general goremment hare been unlfotndy supposed to hare a pecullariy extearive 
scope, and haTe been constfoed to authodie their application to pnrpd'ses of education and 
improToment, to which other branches of rerenue were' not deetned appllcahle. It is not pr*^ 
ticable to keep the public lands out of the market, and the present mode of disposing of them ll 
Bot the most profitable, either to the general. goTenunent) or to the States, and most be 
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the prot M ai ib^ bt no loegv n^ilNd llnr ttw pabUe debt, to gire nee to mv 
•ad Bote eertooi d^feetlooe. 

Under tbeie elrcnmetaneeei it ie eabnitted to the wiedom of OonfreM, to decide upon the 
prfb pt le ty of eD the pobUc lande hi the agsregnte, to thoee Statee within whoie territorial nmHa 
lhef.lle,etnfUrpfleeitobeeetiledininehmMineraeni^tbeietle£Mior7toel]. Tbeeggre* 
gnle prioe ef the whole "maj then be apportioned among the seTeinl itateelef the Union," 
neeoidinc to mdi eqoltable ratio aa majr be eonalsteiit with the ol^eote of the original eeailon, 
aind the proportion of each paid. 

t 

The vigorous and disoriminatiDg mind of thia highly gifted and nsefol 
man, at onoe^recognizea as sound, a distinction in the powers of Congress 
over moneys derived from a disposition of the pnblio lands, and those 
powers which that body may be si4>po8ed to possess over moneys derived 
from other sources, and he strongly orges the necessity and propriety of 
A distribotion among the States. 

Jt is fortunate that we are not yet placed in circnmstanoes which make 
it essential to decide whether we have a power to divide all sdrplns reve- 
nne^ no matter from what sonrce derived. 

1 profess to t>e what is called a strict oonstractionist of the Oonstita- 
tion, and that oar power to appr$priate money is necessarily confined to 
iq>propriation8, to ^eet tarns object upon which Congreu U oxprenly 
empowered to logulatCy or isome necessary and appropriaiCe means to efteot 
gQoh ebnmerated objects. Still I never have been oati^fied we do not poa- 
■esa the power to distfibnte snrplns revenue, if it is believed wise to do so. 

No Jnst goveczmient will take, either by direct or indirect taxes, more 
money than is necessary to defray all the rcoionablo eaqpenteo of the 
govemment. When taxes are imposed either directiy, or by an assess- 
ment of dnties, it cannot be foretold precisely how much will be wanted, 
or how hiuch will be received, in the treasury. We must necessarily act 
upon estimates. To some extent, we shall be mistaken. Foreseeing tbia, 
and for the sake of oolleoting what ViU be oertainly sufficient, we shall 
almost invariaUy collect more than is necessary. In a. series of years, 
these ftocnmnlating balanoea will amount to a sum too large to remain 
locked up and entirely useless. What then is to be done? We surely 
are not at liberty to devise some wasteftd and mischievous project, merely 
to use the money. 

It came into the treasury by mistake— mistakes which, in the nature 
cf things, c6uld not be avoided. Have we no power to correct Aem 
when discovered! Is not the power to reftmd the money a neceuary 
reouU from the power to amem and eoUeet it t 

Is hot this a power which Ck>ngres8 has always exercised, and must 
exercise, as to individuals? 

By mistake, our officers collect and place in the treasury, money which 
ought not to have been collected; the mistake is discovered, and the indi- 
vidual caDs on Congress for redress. We pass a law to reftmd the money. 
Where do we gbt power to do this? There is no'express grant of 

14 
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a&7 snch power; bat it results from the Tery nature of the rdfttkni 
which exists betweea the payer and receiver. Uhe hitter must alwajs 
have power to act juetly^ to act hoMeUy^ and whenever he finds he baa 
money throngh tnietake^ he wonld seem to have power to return it. Bat 
I do not intend to express anj opinion on this point, or to prolong* a dift* 
cnssion^ by introdncing important topics, not necessary to'^onr acticm oo 
. this bilL All I intended, was to state, for myself tiiat shoold it eTer 
become pecessary to discuss the general subject of our power to distribute 
the fthole surplus^ no matter fnnn what eource derived, for one, I think 
it well worth a careful and deliberate consideration, l>efore it is eitKer 
termed or denied; and I most heartily concur in the sound doctrine of 
the President, that we ought not to aet^ when there is a reasonable doubt 
of our power. 

The question which we must now decide is, whether we have power to 
do that, which aU admit, it is perfectly ^tMf we should do, if we have the 
/MNP^r— ^stribute the proceeds of the sales of the public lands. 

The following considerations have satisfied 'my own mind, and they are 
respectfully submitted for the reflection of others. Our publio lands 
were acqui;^ by the United Stat^, by deeds of cessions from, several 
individual States, and by the purchase of Louisianli and Florida, which 
were paid for by moneys derived from the lands iohick had been eeded 5y 
individual Statei, 

The most important cession was made by the State of Yhrg^nia, in the 
year 1784, and that part of the cession material to our present purpose, is 
in the following words : 

That ftll the lands wUbIn the terrlloiy ao eedad M the United 8t«t«i, and 110I i ^ pa f tU br, 
* or appropriated to any of the befbre-mentloned pvrpoees, or d l ipoeed of In boimtlea to the 

' oAoers and loMicn of the Amerieaii amy, ihaH be eomldered aa * "comBum AumI** Jte te 

on and benefit of endi of the United Siatee al bare beoopM, of V eh^U** become^ menabera of 
the confederation, or federal alliance of the said States, ^ Vlrglala injoliislTe, aoconUng to 
their nsnal l espe cU fc proporttons In ttie general chaige and ezpendlture,** and shall be *'fhith^ 
ftiUj and bona flde disposed of for that pwpoMi and for no other oie m paipeaa whaftsovrK." 
^Xatof US, VOL i., p. 474. 

This language creates an expreu trutt between the United States and 
each individual State. 

By it the United 3tate8 stand pledged to hold these l^ids in tmet^ that 
they shall be faithfuUy ma/naged^ and ,their avails applied for the^^M 
le/n^tofaU. 

So fiftr a» it has been applied to the paymrat of debts due by aD, the 
.trust has been complied with ; but now the debts are paid, and there is a 
surplus, have we the power to give this surplus to those for whose use 
* the trust was created f 

I might ask who can doubt it f 
I Suppose the States still bound together only by the articles of confed^ 



FDBUO LASDS TOB A^AL •SVTIUEllS. 2M 

« 

TStioii, out of money tiuMd in its- own waj, and ont of tts own meoDS, 
•aoh Slate bad paid| wlien oaUed on, its r^gnlar qnota for the expenses of 
the federal government, and for the payment of the national debt, aitd 
there was a sdrplos of twenty or thirty millions of dollars, for which the 
federal goyemment had no use, would we not be bound to distribote itt 
I say we would not only have the power to do so, bnt if we did not exert 
it, a ODort of chancery would compel tot, if we conM be sued. 

The very terms of the cession look to dutrilnUion^ H this were not 
80, why say in the deed, that* when used for the benefit of allf ^* Virffinia^ 
$haU he included f Why fix the ^^ratio^^ in which payments shall be 
made* to eachi If we only have power to pay debU^ and bear eomm/en 
expeneee ^got)Ommenty with tiiese moneys, and can do nothing else with 
them, both these regulations would have been useless. 

I take it, therefore, as too dear for a doubt, that If now oonneoled by ■ 
the lutides of confederation only, we would have the power to distribute. 

The next question -is, ^d the adoption of the preient Chmtitution alter 
tbe rights of the parties, or take from Con^gren, the power to comply with 
th^ engaf^ementf I answer, unhesitaiingly, no. 

In the (Mh article of the Constitution, the first paragraph Vuna thus: « 

^ deMi «ontnict«d, ** Mid «Dg»c«n«nli entertd Into/* iMfor^ tiie ftdoptfon of ttito Oooftttv- 
Hon, duU be m TsUd aoiart tbe United SUlei ooder thii ^onfltMaUon ** M under tbe confed* 



« 

In the third scQ^on of the fourth vrti^ of the same instrnxpent, this 
lai^guage is found: 

Tlie Oosfrew diefl hmre pewer to dtopeee of; Mid make ell needAd rtdet tad vegidallonfl, 
Wiptctlnf die tenlteiy or ottwr propcrtj of the United Blatee, and nothing In tlSi OoniUtn- 
tloa iikan be rniwtmed to* weliidloe nmr *i»***»« of *>»<» TTnltBd fltitii or of any ** naitliailar 



Tlins we find all debts contracted, and enffagemente entered into, htforey 
were to remain unchanged, and the retpeeUee righte iji the United Slates 
and of each individual State^ were to remain preeieely ae \f tKefomk of 
goeemmsnt had not heen aUof^ed^ and express power is conferred to 
dispose of the public lands, and to make all needfol rulte and regulations 
ve^>ecting the territory or other property of the United States. 

With these different provinons before him, who can doubt the power 
of the United States, to do that which, by accepting thia trust, they 
•xpressly agree to do f 

Cessions from the other States are made substantially on the same 
eonditions, and liable to the same dispontions by Congress. Louisiana 
and Florida were purchased with the a/taiU -of those ceded lands, the 
truetee ii the eame, and that trustee holds these lands loaded teith ettaMy 
ike eame burden^ and is bound, (f those for whose use they are holden 
'desire it, to dispose of them and their proceeds in the same manner. ' * 



• 



f 
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I hold, therefore, that, he the general question- of power to distribute 
t9he iffhoU fwenue eettled as it may^ there ought to be no question as to 
tb»p(m0r to divide moneys aritingftvm the $dU$ ^l&ndt. 

Bat it has been aligned that if we have the power there is no mumey to 
diyide. That when the amount ia settled, the net gain will not exceed 
$400,000. 

To this I can never agree. The United States took this tnut ^md^ 
and with it* pnrohased Louinana a&d Florida^ and now we are told 
they have had the nse of the money (or nothing^ and will only aoooont for 
th6 primcipQl, 

This is not the role. If the trustee takes fhetnutftind and trades upon 
it, he most aoeonnt to the eeiiuf que «m, for all the profits made. 

The question in ohanoery- would be, not what these ooontries cost, but 
what they are wortiu 

Ton cannot fix a price. Louisiana and Roridal The soverdgnty and 
jurisdiction over then^ al&ne^ is worth more to this Union, than all the 
national debt we ever owed. • 

How much duties have we collected firom thdr ports? Hownmch 
have we avoided paying, by aoaking them our own, instead of letting them 
reipain foreign ports f How many wars have we avoided by their pur- 
chase? In short, what would you take for themf Ko sum I They ar? 
beyond price to the rest of the Union. 

On this part of the subject, the question with me is, not what sum we 
now have in the treasury, which was received for the §ale of lande^ but 
whether we have a sum in'the treasury equal to that proposed to be dis- 
tributed, over and above all that is necessaiy to be appropriated to take 
cak« of the great intereete ^ the eewUry^ and without debiting the 
States with the su^ paid for Louiriana and Fbrida; because I am sure, 
upon a fair settlement, the sum due from the Union is at least equal to 
the sum which it is proposed now to distribute.* 

What sum have we, and what ahall we probably receive,, in the course 
of the year? 

I will take round sums, disregarding ftaottona. 

We noir have in the treasnxy . • .' • $8i,000,000 

Of this sum, the quarter ending Slst March, produced 
$11,000,000. Suppose the remaining three quarters to aver- 
age the Eke sum, and we will have on the Slst December, 
* more by 88,000,000 

Add the value of our bank stock . . , . . • 7,600,000 



Estimated amount • • • • $72,500,000 
Deduct for ftlling off and defieienoieB • . • . 5,500,000 

$67,000,000 
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After this Hbeidl dedaotion we ifaflll have tflzty-eoTen mSHioDS at the end 
of the yeer. 

Now for expeadltares : 

The ordinary wants of the gorenimeirt ong^t not to exceed $16,000,000« 
llr. ICoLane, in the report of IB81, to which I have adverted, fixes upon 
that asa gam-amplf mffleimt^ and it appears to me in -all conscience it 
most be enough, unless our prosperity is to drive us into most mad 



Let US then take this as the sun necessary Ibr onr ordi* 
jiary expenses in the conrse of the year - . • $15,000,000 

Add to this, to be distributed among the States • • :27,000,00a 



These two sums amount to $49,000,000 

Take forty-two millions from sixty-seven, and wo still have in the 
tre^Bofy liMi»^;/fes miUiCns of dollars, to apply to any. extraordinary 
expenditures for thd army, the navy, for fortifications,, or for any other 
purpose whatever. 

The army ought to be increased so much as to render secure our fron- 
tiers. The increase of our navy may be hastened to some extent; we 
Gidght ultimately to have a naval force, more than able to cbastiae and 
dnyedSaay/oreii^njU&t sent to hloekade^ or seriously to* infest our coast 
larger than that we do npt need, and oug^t no^ to have, if .it were given 
tons. 

Fortifications are only wanted for important points, at wlHch an enemy 
nl^t do much mischief to public or to private property, by a sudden 
incnrsion. The whole coast we never can, and should never attempt to 
defend by ibrtificatiMis. 

If we do, we must have a large standing army to Mmd thetn ; othe^ 
wise they will be lulled to the protectien of our enemies. 

We are told by the Secretary of War, in a document "beian me, that 
Old Point Ck>mfbrt covers sixty-three acres of ground, and ta protect it 
by an adequate force, would require ssmtoZ thautand meti. 

We never can, we never ought to attempt to defend our whole coast, 
by so many fortifications, as will require any considerable inorease of our 
army. 

If we do, in time of peace, these ti*oopfl will come on days of eheUat^ 
and as they are hired to do ciatJlffhHng they will do our tothg likewise, 
and in a short time leave us nothing worth fortifying. 

Such defences are contrary to the spirit and genius of our government, 
and ought never to be eounUnaneed^ or tolerated to the unreasonable 
extent, which some appear now to desire. In the same document at 
pages 21, 22, Aam the War Department, the Secretary says, no new for- 
tification ought to be eommenced until all the proposed sites are re* 
surveyed and plans devised^upon aouitable scale, and recommends a board 
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fbr that imrpose, which wOl reqvfre a onall <appropAation of thfrty 
thooaand dollars. 

He abo reoommendB experimouts to be made hi relation to steam, or 
movable batteriea, which Will require an appropriation of cme hondred 
thousand dollars. 

Well then, if we concrur wf lii the . Seeretary,- we want at present no 
appropriation* for new fortifications, bnt ihese two snms tfqnal to one 
.hnAdred and thirty thousand dollars to defray the ezpensee of a board, 
and the experiments of which I haVe spoken. 

As to the fortifications, now inprogremy let each increase be- made in 
ihe appropriations, as can reasonably be nsed in liie coarse of the yeaf . 

As to the suggestion made that we ought, at once, to appropriate a sum 
large enough to eampUteihe worh^ although it may be fire or ten yean 
before it can be completed, I do not think it ought to be saftctioned. It 
is unnecessarily, and fbr a long^time, putting, at hazard in* the hands of 
agents, who may pro^e fiiitUess, large sums of money. iVom year to 
year let the appropriations be made, and liius avoid all unnecessary risk* 

According to this same document, the expense necessai^ f&r ordnance 
must be comparatively trifling. We can be much more readily supplied 
ttum I had imagined. 

Upon the whole Lthiidc afi the reaaonaldo demands for the army, for 
the navy, fbr fortificatiohs,- ordnance, and other mvnitions of war, can be 
supplied without making any serious Impression upon that lai^e fund 
left in the treaswy, after providing for the distrSbutioB, at proposed in this 
WD. t 

AUusion has been made to matters panding befbre us, when no^ acting 
as a legislature, which, if perfected, may occasion a considerable increase 
of expenditore. 

That may be so; yet we must remember that not much of 'this expen* 
dlture will, or can be this year, or the next, and that these very measures 
Will increase our resources, if not entirely equal to our increased expendi- 
tures, very nearly so. These matters, therefore, may be laid aside. 

Another project for ridding the treasury of its surplus, is thai of 
placing it in the hands of OonunissionerB of the Sinking Jand, and autho* 
rizing them to vest it in some secure s^k, yielding a reasonable profit 
This might do, and is probably intended as an expedient to save the 
money from loss; bnt as to a mode of lessening thefVmd, it would be 
making bad worse, it would be devising a plan to fnersossoor storsi 
becanse we should expect a return of the principal and the inUreU pro- 
duced by it. 

But for myself; I have no idea of sending ourmoney aaiong stock- 
Jobbers, into the market, to be higgling fbr bargains, wldch in one way 
may be very good, and in some other, very bad. Far rather would I 
prefiar they should remain where they.now are^ 
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' Hie last iAeme to adoption fe, that from ^e Pott Office Gomniittee 
with the aid of steam. With the aid of this machinery, I have rery littl^ 
doabt the whole oan be aooom]pliahed in a yery short time. '' 

The whole of this, which, without Intending diwespeot to the Com- 
mitteei I most call artitd ooQtrivanoe, is neither moremor less, than the 
0id9ifit4m 4^ wUmysX 4mpro§€me»t^ wik federal meatiSy and hy federal 
power^ revived, and the more odious, because of the attempt at conceals 
tDMkt, The old system has the merit of manliness. Its friends think the 
federal government has the power, and openly avow that they win 
«zereise it, because, ih doing 80> they promdte ,the pnblio interest. This 
■ooks to violate the Oonstitation by stealth, and the contrivers of \t mas^ 
think- the device is to artftaHy concealed, that the pnblio can-never find 
ont the design. 

Now, sir, I think it perfectly proper, that where a raikoad can be had^ 
the Postmaster Qeneral ought to have the power to eontraet leith the eom- 
pemif^ to iSarry his mail, and I imderatand he hoe thie power already; 
tiierefore, as to existing roads, Sm bill will be of no nse. He can ma^ 
Jnst is good a contract; witbont^ as with, this bilL • 

It can only operate on roads commenced mid nnflnished, or ones heSfjl^ 
oommeneed. How then will it operate? Say the road is to be one 
hundred pailes long, and ten or twenty miles only finished, and the com- 
pany to need fhnds^ they make a contract to carry the mail,, and receive 
at once ont of the treasnry, a sum of money, the interest on which, 
yearly, will be eqnal to the sum paid yearly In time past, for carrying t&e 
mail; with this money the company are to progress, and nCiake another 
part of the road, then the contract will be enlar^^ on the same prind- 
ples,. an additional sum paid, and thus the road oompleted. Oan this be 
anyUiing but an enlarged^ masJted system of internal improvement f and 
If the charter of the company is for fifty or an hundred years, or for ever, 
your contracts are to be in the same way. To carry out this system, 
what sum would it probably cost? No man dares to offer a opnjecture. 

To enable us to have a glimpse of it, let us suppose one case. ' Upon a 
^^ rente the sum paid for carrying the mail ^as twenty thousand 
dollars per annum. We are now to give to the company presently, and 
to be retain^ as long as the charter lasts, a. sum i^hich, at an interest of 
dx per cent, will produce ^enty thousand dollars yearly. 

What sum would that be ? Ko IteB than three hundred and thirty-three 
thousand three hundred and thirty-three dollars and one-third. 

This would be but one route, and I presume of the middling class,' and 
pray what sum would it not require, to spread this qr*tem over the United 
BUtest 

Suppose one of those companies, directly afker reodving your money, 
to fidl, and dedme business^ what then t We must lose the money, or take 
the road. We take the road and«employ managers, and hands enougfa|to 
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eaarry on biuiiiMS, •n our mm aeeautU, We should ih^aluiTe a litfle annj 
of our own, moving to and tro by steanL Under ineh a aystem, -«!« 
wdtild be steamed out of all onr money, aU our character, aad eTOiything 
but a handaoma addition to federal patronage. 

. Adopt this plan, and my trord for it, we will never have* another argn- 
.rnent on the subject of disposing of onr surplus revenue: it w^ be 
seattered to the four winds. 

As this project is brought ibrward by a ftiend of the Administrataon, 
H is supposed to be an Administration measure; by thia I mean, a 
measure approved by the President. How thia fact may be, i do nol 
profess to know, but I have seen enough in my day here, to sataafy me, 
that it is rery unfidr, that^very measure brought forward, and advocated 
by members professing to \>e frien^^ of the Administration, should be 
^nsidered as having the sanction of the P^resident. I know npt what his 
opinions 6n sudh subj^ts are now ; I know what they hoM hten^ and 
until informed in some authentic mode, they have been changed, I esteem 
it fiiir to suppose they remain unchanged. 

Let us hear him speak for himseli^ in two of. his communications. In 
bis annual message, 1880,. the President says : 

• 

In q>MUag of Mrect AiqirofrfAtfons, I inean>to Incliia* a prAettpa, wMdi hai obtotiMd to 
■Otoe extent, and to which I hare In one fnstanoe, in a dlfflbrent eapadty, ilTon nj ■wem 
fhat of BuMerlMng to the atock of ^Ttto ttneolaUonik Poelttre ^nperlenee, and a nore 
thorough oonslderatlon of the satdeotrbare eoailnoed me of the lmpr<^etyt at wdl as bieiE- 
pedieney, of saeh iuYeetmenti. All hnproYemente eflected by the ftmds of the nation, tor 
general tue» ehonid He open to the eqJoTnient of aB oar fellowcltlaenB, eseepi fh»n the pe^ 
mentoftoila, oraajtanpodUonotthatoharaoter. ^ 

Same message, he says farther : 

That fueh ImproTements, on acooant of partienlar ciroametaneee, maj be more advaatage- 
onalj and benefldaOy made in lome Btatet than In otheri, ta donbtleei tme; but thai th^ art 
Of a character vhioh should prevent an eqnitable dlstributton of t)ie pohtto ftmds amongst ti)e 
lateral States, Is not to be concluded. 

We hate It eonstantlj before our eyM*' that proflssslons of superior seal in tihe cause of Inter- 
nal ImproYement, and a disposition to larish the publlo ftmds upon ot)ects of that oharaetcr* 
are daily and earnestly put forth by aspirants to power, as tenstttoftlng the highest «lal|pis to 
the eonftd«>ee of the people. Would it be strange, under such oireunistaaoc% and In times of 
great excitement, that granU of this description should And their motlVes in OI]Jecto which may 
not aooord with the pbbUc good. Those who haTO' iMt liad ooeialon to see, ahd reiret, the 
indication of a sinister influence, in these matoan, in time past, haTe been nM>re fertnnato thaa 
myself. In their obsenration of the cause of human afhin. 

In his message of 1882, he says : 

1 recommend that provision be made to dispose Of all iteclcs, now held b7 H (the goren* 
ment), in corporations, whether created by the general or State gOTemments, and plactag ths 
prdbeeds In the treasury. As a source of profit, these stock aife of little, or no, ralue; as a 
means of influtaoe among the States, Mey.are otfasrss^to Me pwH^r ^owr imt HMitmt , 
The whole principle on which they are baaed, is deemed hj many nmon a ttt a t l wi a l , and to 
persist In the poUiqy which th^y IndicMOe, is considered whoUy inexpedient.** 
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^Are we to infer, after this, /that he would approye of this plant I 
think not To me, it ^pean mnoh more probable, were we to paas 
inch a bin as this, that it would be vetoed by bim, than that he ahonld 
negative the distribution bill, when he would reflect npon the altered 
9tate of things, binee that subject was acted on by him. 

Such a system as this would be one of internal improyement, with the 
moneys, and under the patronage of the federal government, it would 
be for the benefit of companies, some of whose charters may be lor long 
periods, as without limit as to time, they would still continue to receive 
toll from the people. 

It would operate partially and uqjust to the different sections of the 
country. Some would receive plenty ; others none. 

Instead of trying to rid the gpyemment of ail eonneeU<m ^th ttoeh 
eompaniUj we would be forming more extensive and dangerous conned 
tions than have ever been thought of in tim6 past. I therefore conclude, 
such a scheme, however plausible at first view, can never ultimately find 
fiivor fropi any mi^aijty ii^ Congress. 

I will now advert to some of the strongest objections which I have 
heard, to the policy of distribution. 

It is thought a system of distribution will make the States feel depend' 
entantfhe ftderal j^avemm&n^ and induce them to engage in enterprises 
not necessary, and beyond their fair means. • . 

Ought we not to remember l^at it is the same people, who are repre- 
sented, both in the State and federal legislatures? That they are 
eompetent to understand their own rights, and have the power to com* 
pel obedience to their will, by their representatives at home as well as 
here? 

Will they not know that the money distributed is their own manep^ 
not a boon from Congress? How then will they feel dependent upon 
those who have done ihemrno/awr, but the simple act of justice, qfpof* 
ing them their own mon^y in place of keeping it locked up, or having it 
wasted by others. 

If the people are capable of self-govenmient, they nyust be capable of 
understanding their own righte^ and pursuing their own interette, Jhey 
wUl not view this as a hoon^ but as a delivery to them of that which is 
their own. They will never look to distribution as a regular and certain 
resource for State purposes, but as an incidental addition to their other 
means, whieh will enable them to carry on with more vigor, any plan, 
which in their wisdom may be devised, for improving their country, or 
increasing the means of education. 

Again. It is said the new Statee may Justly fear tbajt distribution will 
induce the old States to keep the price of lands high, and thereby check 
settlements in them. 

It appears to me/there can hfi no real foundation for any alarm en thii 
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Acoonnt. The new States now form a very respeotable ^Eninoritj. Tlnit 
minority will aoon be increased to the nomber of ten or eleven* If w« 
are fit to live together onder one genenl government, there never eaii| 
•ilkere never will, oome a time, when so large a minority cannot {yrerail 
upon enough to make np a minority, to do that which is not only jaati 
bnt liberal to them. . ' 

Nothing can be m likely to present tUa, as a contracted an^ illiberal 
policy on their part. -If^tiiey prevent diatribation, and thnS'Pfevent 
others fh>m attaining any participation in a common ftmd, and this with 
a view to benefit themselves, may they not destroy all disposition to 
mdiorate their condition! "^fnil it not.be more wise in. them, to let 
that, which can well be spared from the proceeds ci the pnblic lands, be 
distribnted, and with their Mr proportion of it, in common with other 
States, go on and make snch internal improvements as the interest of 
tiieir- people demands, and rely upon the justice of OoQgress, firom time 
to tim6| to make such reductions in the price of the public ianda, in 
fiivor of actual 9ettlen^ as the interests of the new States may require f 

For one, having been raised, and having lived in a new State, and 
knowing the difficulties they have to encounter, my feelings have b^ea 
with .them, and, since honored with a place here, I have ever been 
disposed by my votes to &vor their wishes and interests,. so &r sis it 
could consi^ntiy be done. I hope stiU to do so, let them pursue what 
course they may. 

Either now, or at any subsequent time, I am ready to vote a reduction 
of the price of the public lands, in fhvor of the aeiwU ^MUry the ciilti« 
▼ator of the sml ; but not to &vot the tpeculabor^-^ who would bay 
largely at a small pricey to sell to the icUlcr in whaU-quantUiei at a 
Mghptie&. 

.Qf all the evila which can be&ll a new State, npne is greater, than to 
reduce the price so low as to encourage individuals or companies to 
purchase large quantities of the public domain. They will \)e held ^ 
for increoied priceSy and effectually check the growth, the pro^erity, 
and wealth of any State, where such policy is pursued* 

But the actual eettjer may well be &vored by procuring a home of his 
own, at a low pricey where he can cultivate his own soil, and independ* 
eotiy of all others, maintain his family. 

I toted yesterday against the amendment of the senator fix>m Miasia* 
sippi, becMse it did not provide for ttetuai eetUeriy orAj for those who 
repraenUd that they wished to become 'settlere. Let lands be entered 
upon such statements, and those who entered them wonid, in man^ 
cases, soon change their minds, and some epeeulator would be found to 
be the true owiery at the redfuecl price.- * 

"Whenever the lands have been so long in market, ifit a leasDnablo 
price, as toahow that they ace not of value to the genend govenMnenti 
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401 them b^ tnosferred upon some Mt tfinns to the States in which 
tiiej Te^peotiTely lieu • 

In the 6(ate which I have the hqnoT in part to represent, the United 
States now own some lands, whidi nerer have been^ and never can be^ 
Wvoght into market by them, so as to produce any benefit whatever; 
to the State they would be wor& something ; there is now a bill pend* 
. ini^'in the other honse, whKah has for its object their transfer to the 
Btate, and if it reftthes the Senate, which I hope it soon will| it is' 
believed we shall be able to show th^ .propriety of passing it. 

Let OS now reflecta little on some of the advantagea which 'vrill flow 
from the passage of this bilL 

In the first place we diall do that whichis fm act of Justice to tiie 
Individoal States. Several of them, my own.among the rest^ have never 
received a doUar from the federal government, while* others hav« 
received laige donations in lands, or in money. 

. In some States, opposed to internal improvements by the federsl 
govanunent^ no contributions have, been made iot either roads (a 
canalSf wiiile in others large sums have been expended. This inequality 
has produced heart-burnings and discontents. Give to each its own 
proportion of this fond, to use as it ploanss, and thia cause of discontent 
will be«removed. 

Each State is the proper Jq480 what ou|^t to< be done with its owii 
money. I am, therefore, opposed to giving any direction as to the 
objects to which it shall be applied*: but I have no doubt, in most 
fpff*'^t"^<i>*t it will be expended either in internal improvements, or in th^ 
business of education. 

I have4>een one-cf those, who do not -believe the foderal government 
has the^wio^r to carry on a oyHsm ^ internal 4mpro9mne»t$ ioiihm ths 
fiiatea ; and I shall now think it peculiarly hard, when we find a large 
sum of money, which we have the power to distribute, if it should be 
taken, and wasted upon remote «nd distant objects, and my State reddve 
nothing. I should consider myself criminally negligent, if I did not 
vrge the necessity of giving that, which I think. is jusdy our due. 

By making this distribution we shall withdraw from the deposit banks 
a Iwge sum of money, now locked up from the common and beneficial 
pursuits of life, and put it in droulation, not in one State or place in par- 
ticular, but in every State in .the nnion^ so that its beneficial efibots wiS 
^ fek by alL 

Now, if this money is loaned by tiie- banks, it is evident to my mind^ 
the loans are not made to oommeroial men, accustomed .to bank accom- 
modations, but to companies, engaged in speculations in our most valu^ 
ble public lands ; by means of these loans, the honest settler is driven 
off from your public sales, *or is forced to Join some company, for the 
sake of enabling himself to procure, at a foir price; the small piece of 
land on which he has settled. 
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Fonaerly, ire soM the pnblio lands upon oredit ; while that was ibm 
case, oompanietf were formed, and speoolationB carried to a great extents 
I attended one of those sales, and saw enoog^ to satisfy me, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that if yon and I could nnite .our capacity for business, we would 
not then be able to purchase, at its value, a section of land. The apecn* 
lators wonld force ns to join them, or driye ns ont of the market They 
would tell nsthe land we desired to pnrchase was* worth ten doUars per 
acre^ 4nd if we would give them the difE^nee between the som we had 
to give at sale, and ten dollan^ then we might bny, otherwise they 
would von it np to twenty dollars pelh acre; and they wonld keep their 
word, if we did not qome to terms ; if we did, then we oonld bid off the 
land at a dollar and a quarter, which we would pay to the ffcvemmefU^ 
and in addition ife would pay the eompamy eight aiid tkre$ quarter del- 
JfiiTi per aor0. 

The Congress determined to break up these speculations, by requiring 
cash payments. It worked very well till lately. Within the last year, 
the land speculations are reviyed ta a fearM extent Now what is 
probably the cause t These large sums, $o long oH depont^ enaUe th% 
banks to make to these companies largs loone on long eroditi^ and with 
the money thus borrowed^ your best lands are sacrificed. This is nothing 
but the erodU $y9tem rewed in a new ihape. Formerly, the goTemment 
itself, openly gave credit— now the banks ^ye the credit, but the goven^ 
menti/kmiiheo the fundi which enable thetn to do^eo. This is a growing 
eviL It is like rolling a snow-ball ; eyery turn makes it larger, and if 
not checked, we shall soon hayc this matte): carried to an extent, which 
will make the mischief incurable. JXvide thie moneg^ and we take from 
the banks the|wi0er of making these loans, and your lands will be piir- 
ohased ia/aet, as well as in/orm, for meneg. 

Beside these considerations, we shall prevent our deposit banks fron) 
overtrading to an unreasonable extent If these speculations are to be 
persisted in, a day of reckoning will come. If a run is made on your 
banks, which they cannot stand, we not onty lose our money on d^wsiti 
but what is infinitely worse, we bring upon the country the evils of a 
depreciated eurreneg^ which always feiJl most heavily upon those least 
able to bear the loss. 

Pass this bill, and we not only av6id these evils, but we fbniish each 
State witih the strongest inducements to aid your banks, in mwlrtaisdng 
a 9pund and uiholeeome currency ; with their proper proportions of wJiich, 
when received, I have no doubt, all will mak^ judicious internal impreve' 
menta^ and take car6 to 'have the business of education suitshly encouiw 
aged. 

When the, leading measure of Mr. Van Buren's administration, the 
Sub-TreasQiy bill, was before the Senate in 1&88, and was discussed 
}>y some of the ablest men in that body, he again avowed himself an 
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«nemy to ^federal incorporated hakks^ and *^ federal hUU of freditP 
He • opposed this meagre ^ rincipallj upon the ground that it was 
putting tlie control of the whole moneyed capital of the country into 
the hands bf the executive; and that^ especial!/ in view of the un- 
willingneflB of the executive to have the powers and patronage of the 
g6Temment.curtailed, such a control was hazi^rdous to the prosperity 
of our fr^ institutions. Qa this subject he spoke as lbllow;i, March 
Mth, 1838: 



llr. President: I addk'ess you under bircumstanoeft of peculiar ^^aadr 
vantage. The subject is one of the greatest importance. It has been lon^ 
disouBsed, ably discussed, by those of most distinguished talents. Their 
highest efforts have been made on both sides to present its advantages 
and disadvantages in every view the human mind can fake pf it. 

The crowded audience has become wearied, and eyen many senators 
themselves can hardly give respectM attention to our mo6t interesting 
debates. ' ' ^ 

Fp to the termination of &e last address of the distinguished senator 
fbom 'Massachusetts who sits nearest to die (l(r. Webster), I was not 
satiafied whether it would be my duty to do more than listen respectfhlly 
to others, end then say yea or nay to the 'different questions presented to 
the Senate. 

At the dose of his animated, able, and interesting speech, he recurred 
to'a eerap of the history of my own State, fifty years ago. Instantly my 
mind settled down in the conviction that my oonstitnentff hi|d a right to 
expect more of a son of one of the actors in that scene than a bare vote. 

I promise those who may favor me with their attention, that if what I 
aay should not beint^iesting, it' shall not be tedious. 

The advocates of 'this bill expect to accdmpllsh two objects by its 
passage: ^ ^ 

1st To designate the only species of ftmds whidi shall be received in 
payment of any dues to the government. 

8d. To designate the persons 'by whom, and the places where, those* 
moneys shall be kept, between the time of their collection and ^sburse* 
meftftb 

Tht^ pioviMons, as to the first, are, that after the lapse of six years 
nothlDg shall be receiTed but gold and silver, and such paper as shall be 
issued by or under the authority of the federal government; and, in tiie 
mean time, that certain proportions may be received in the notes of 
specie-paying banks. 

1st. My first objection to this plan is, that it sets out with a distinction 
in &vor of tiiose who are in the employljient of the federal government, 
or have any money to receive from it, and those who are in the employ 
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of' the State goTemments, as veil as the maaa of the people. The dia* 
tidction is odious, and paght not to be sandSeiied. 

Senators who support this bill say these are mere catch-words (one 
kind pf money for the government, and another for the people), of which 
all have become ashamed, and that latterly they have been driven out of 
the Senate. 

To this, I reply, the gentlemen are mistaken; this distinction is made 
oh the very face of the bill, in terms too plidn to-be misunderstood. 

If all the money mentioned is of equal value, why mention gold and 
silver, treasury notes, notes of specie-paying bankfl^ dec, ? The whole 
argument in favor of ti\e bill rests on the supposition that gold and aQver 
are tke best, and that^ aa far as it goes, is to be iteed for federal officers 
and those who have federal ocMitracts, leaving to others to get what they 
can and how they can. 

2d. The bill itself oontemplatea a paper medium emanating from the 
federal government. .To this I olject, because we have no power to 
issue it. As a curreiicy, they are bills of credit, unoonatitational; more 
clearly so than to incorporate a bank ; and because, if we can issue such a 
medium, we ought never to do it. It will lead to the most wastefol' and 
Extravagant expenditures. It will be used moderately at first, until the 
people become reconciled to it,- and then gradually extended in |daoe of 
borrowing money, so as to me^t all the calls of an extravagant adminis* 
tration, and must end in a large national debt, or depredate Kke.your 
continental money. * ^ 

Many, with gi«at reason, have believed that no goveniment oan- long 
be economiioal upon even a system of indirept taxation. That under andi 
a system the people generally are not conscious of the. burden they bear. 
They pay their taxes when they buy their dothes^ or other articles, on 
which.dntids are imposed, without reflecting thatvny j>art of the money 
they thus expend comes into the treasury; they therefore cease to 'be 
watchful over the manner in which the pubtio moneys are expended; 
and, whenever they cease- ta keep strict watdi, their agwts commence 
useless and wasteM expenditures. But when the taxes are direct, every 
man knows how much he pays, and when he pays, and will carefully 
watch how the 'moneys are exp^ded ; and if the expenditures are^ waatefU 
or extravagant, a suitable corrective will be iinmediately applied. Our 
whole system of federal taxation is in the general indirect; and, if we 
once commence a system of supplying d^ficknciet in the treasury ^ an 
issue of paper to be used as currency ^ the country may be ruined. 

At the special eession we were oblig^ ta^d ten miUigna of doUacs to 
our means. 'This we did not do by a direct loant which every man eoold' 
understand, but by authorizing $si'u$ue nf trmt/wty n^tes; When that 
bill was before the Senate, the senatpr from Ifissouri, and, if I mistake 
not, the senator frcm Peansylvani^ both .firienda o£ the Administratios, 
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p]ao«d these jiotes on the ground of making a loan; that they, as they 
vere to bear ,aa interest net^oeeding five per cent, would be disposed 
of for money, and with the money thus procured, our creditors oonJd be 
paid ; and in this view I voted for .the bill. In the House the amount of 
the notes was reduced one-h^l^ and I soon peroeived that the Administra- 
tion intended to use them, not to procure a loan, but as a currency ; and 
when the bill was retomed to ua, I took the earliest opportunity to record 
my vote against it. The notes issued underthat bill have in fact been 
%9ed as a eurrencif^ tfad ifX, various rates of interest, some as low as one 
mill per year. 

This year our revenue is agcun to be deficient ; we will need, in addi- 
tion to our meana in the Jxeasury, ten, fifteen,, or twenty millions of dol- 
lars; and this addition will be made by new issues. This paper currency 
teems to cost' nothmg; and, as our wants inereim^ the muM will be 
iaermuedy^ until the pxpeir'deprsciateM ; and then, for the first time, the 
people will seriously look into the manner in which not only ^eir maneify 
but their credit has been squandered. "^ 

The«provisons of this bill Jot treasury notes, bills^ or othev ieeuritiee^ 
iatued hy the federal government^ or under its autho^ty, if sanctioned by 
Congress, will set0e a prindplo which, if carried into practice, must 6eid 
the' ftte of this nation. Office-holdera and office-hunters can all be 
aooommodated by the ejcecutiye at the public expense, and the people witf 
ilot be aware of it until too late. In short, it will take off almost the' 
only restraSnt which yet remaiiis to our extravagant expenditures. ' 

^Thia view t>f the snlijeot has akrmed me. Do we not aUrsee and know 
that those in office, are pressing to have their salaries increased f That 
those who toe not, desiiie the number of offices increased that they may 
get in? We are teased to increase the number of land districts; and* if 
we do, offices are multiplied. When aU jthe ofljces' among the whites 
ar^ filled, then we have among our redr brethren exploring parties,* visit- 
iDg parties, commissioners and agents, by oonstmctiop, at executive dis- 
Mretion, and compensated i|s he pleases. 

With the ilMilities of paper money to be c^reated for the trouble of mak- 
ing^ importunities for offices, job^i contracts and increase of salary, wffl 
be multiplied, and the President will not have the heart to vesist t&em 
when aMkAilly^ pressed by noisy and worthless partisans. I have been 
fbrdbly strudc with some c¥ the remarks made- upon the subject ;of this 
government paper outrenoy. The honorable senator fix>m South Caro^ 
Hna (Mr. Oalhoun) thinks it will not depredate, and if it does, it will no£ 
make any differenoe, as the government must always reoeivo it at par, 
and tbe]!«fore sustain the whole*los8. 

Hr. President, if the honorable senator will take a moment to think 
upon this sulject, I am convinced he will perceive the^error^ No pape^ 
currency, not eowiertible into specie at the mil of the ^Ider^ ever did or 
ever will long retain its nominal value; . 
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If a man has a note of anj kind, and has confidenoe that he csfi g^ 
tiie amount of it in specie at any time he pleases, most generaU j he woold 
ratEer have th& note than specie, heoanse more convenient; but the 
moment he donbts, then he wants the specie present^. In the issne of 
treasnfy notes, that n&oment the amonnt iisaed mnoh exoeeds the revenue 
to be paid into the treasary, and the po^ase of public lands, l^ey isaaet 
and wHl depreciate, unless provision 19 made that they shall be paid when 
presisnted at the treatnryi When they do depredate, the whole loss will 
not fiill on the treasury, but will fail likewise on those thrchi^ whose 
hands they have passed. The very ease put by the senator proyes i^ 
A treasury note issues for fifteen dollars. It depredates tmdl it can be 
purchased in market for ten. Some person who owed the treasury fifteen 
dollara, goes and purchftM it at ten, ipd pays his debt of fifteen dollars. 
Now does not every one perodve that the profit of fiye doHars, made by 
the man who paid the note to the treasury, must bitve been a loss of tho 
same amount to the man from whom he purohiased, or to some oth^ per- 
son through- whose hands it has paased ? In all such cases, profit and loss 
are correUative l^rms, and that which is one man^s gain must have been 
a loss to eome other. 

As you increase expenditures you inoreasd exeoutii^ power^ already 
too great. The President or those acting under his orders^ must neoes-> 
sarily select the recipients, who, it will alwi^ be«nndcf8tood, can only 
be those who conform te his wishes in elections. These objeetions aiis 
independent of the consideration whether this bill will eataUiah a bank 
or not. It will i)ertainly sanction the i]9sning a paper medium of dicula- 
tion. Those who advocate this provinon certainly tMnk as I do, that 
the country must and always 'wUl have bank credits, or paper of some 
kind, to use^as a substitute for the pfedbus metals. The business of the 
country can never be done without it. • A support of the State banks is 
the «nly shidd which can be presented' against federal bills of credit, and 
tifideral inearparated hank, 

1 hold both these last unconstitutional, and the flnt of them infinitely 
the most dangerous to the liberties of the people. In 1884, 1 heard gf 
this plan of separating; government from all banit a$ depodtorifiif and 
thotight well of it. Indeed, I would then ha^e gone for it, if p<^itioal 
fHends had agseed upon ff* Then there was no Idea of issuing paper 
money by goyer9ment. Then State hanke toere pairing epeeie, and their 
notes would have 'continued a isirculating medium. Then I had confidence 
in the Administration, and believed that none would ever dare to interfere 
with the dective franchise, or to tefine to have the exe^utiye patronage 
limited and curtailed by law. Kow all these thinga aie changed. The 
Administration want paper mcmey issued by government, substituted for 
loans. The State banks are not payhig spede, and this bill forbids the 
recdpt of their notes. 

The executive is disposed to hunt down any and every man who wiahes 

i 
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to Miiiit kk powe^ He opeidji inteii^vs in elections,. bo|ib State aCnd 
fbdtovl^and naet all his powers to have tiiei<i* carried aooording to hia 
wilL Under these eiroomstanoes, In mj Jndgment^ I would be^ a traitor 
to mvO liberty wece^ t to sanction the idea that We will mak^ federal 
paper the circulating meditnn. 

What has l^eoome of onr bills, fire or six in number, to limit ezectitire 
patronage, 'TQftorted in the days of the jonng^r Adams 9 They sleep the 
sleep of death. The honorable chairman of the committee, who originally 
reported them, felt it his dnty to endeavor to jevive them under tibe ad- ^ 
niiuatnitlon.of the late Prasident, and received salittle oonntenaooe from 
pld /riendt that he eeased/his struggle With them. 

The honorable senator , from South Carolina, ifh'o neyer thinks any load 
too heavy, took up one. of them, and made ope of Us most powerfhl 
efforts, and it passed this body> But how i^any 6ld fHtads ypted farM 
Bitf aQ had been whistled or ordered ofl^-ezoept tfa^ seaatorfrovk MiBsouri, 
1uftd one or two others. ' ^. 

I 'have been honored with a seatliere fbr-thQ thirteen or fourteen last 
asesloiis, and beUeve'I have never once raeurred to the Jonnuds to see 
how any gentleman had voted; but there* are s<Jm0 things I find it im- 
poflsible to forget. . ^ • .- 

When that bdl was before the Senaie, believing that I dould giv^ the- 
seikator.from South Carolina something' more than mj vote,- 1 made 4 
speech in its fisvor ; and that ^eech sealed my fato wiih the great demo- 
cratic party. I reepeotfrilly ask the senator from Missourf, whether any - 
of the former friends ci -that^measnre, th6 Jiuskaon democrats, voted for 
St, exeept^e and myselff ". 

It wcqC to the otkev house^ an4 aa.they wiQre more l^h from tfaa people 
than we, better understood What {s meant By modem demdcracy, they 
put this aristocratic bantling to sleep ; and we have never heard a ciy of 
even a wiin^r frtxn it since. .Since, then, executive power and patron- 
age have put forth their branches in every direction, and no nAa dare 
ndae his voice agsai^ them on pain of political death. . ' 

Shan we then put this rich bed of manure to-th^ root of this dahgei«^us 
power, that the ctopi of executive influence may be increased in ou^ 
eleetionsf ITay; dodfoi1>idI 

I have been zealous for ^putting* down the Hank of the United States, 
and for ifiaintaining a sound metafflc cuirency, andy to do thif, belieyed . 
we ought to sustain, as fiir as we could. State banks ; prevailiilg On them, 
byall indden^d jk^uiB in our [Mwer, to ceade.theuse of small notes, and 
bad hoped we could have succeeded: but specie payments have'been 
snapehded, and the advocates of this bill say we must try sopie other 
eiperiment. ^- . ' ' . 

Bivoroe, ^voitM, # ^intkh maMnumU is* tlie.watohwo»d whenever 
yon find a modem democrat 

15 



320 MEMOlft . or HUGH SJLWSOir WHITB. 

Thftt there is »di7one a pienta €t th&ro exietffig, I admit, but am of 
opiniexl that it has be^ 'prodooed -by violent temper^ anfL want of due cam 
on the fait of the/adltfrciZ hiad^ and too yielding and oomplying a dispoci- 
ti(« on the purt of the hanKs, and that the-Vhele Qiight yet be reooadledf 
at 611 events to the advantage of the £unily. » 

I hay0 heard of caaee where a daahing libertine mamed a wife, attached 
tOf and every "^fay worthy of him; that he,. upon looking fivAer into 
the worlds oonolnded that <f he were fi:eed fix>m his. £r^ love, h^ 
ooQld be better snited on a Be0on4 experiment ; and, with a view to 
o})tidB a divorce, threv^ temptatibnain hie wtfe^s way which Ae had not 
Btern virtne'enongh -to. resist; she sinned, and then hie applied for a 
di vorQB. And yA$i - have oonits .of oonsoienoe sud in eaeh caeee f De- 
^part hence I yon have oontribnied to yonr wife^s transgression, and shall 
not profit by- yonr own iniquity. 

Apply these ptjnciples to this .^eaae. When the^.exeontive wooed and 
won the State banks, they were pnre and nnsnllied« . Their ntmoete^er; 
tioBS w^pse necessary to aid In prostrating the Bank of the United States; 
they were coaxed, almost commanded, to extend their leeBs. They-did 
so, to imprudent lengths. • The executive sa\f psA knew thi& Were 
they admonished to diminish their discounts ? Nevef I 60 far as I know, 
' on the .contrary, they were etOogUed up to July, 1886; then came the 
'executive Enunciations, and they have Aever sinoe ceased.^ 

The executive is to blame,, so are^ the banks ; but on account of their 
qtiarrel, the gteat. Aqierico^ family ou^t not to be sacrificed. . . 

If itone were to be iijui^d but. thexpselves, I certainly should feel no 
inclination to interfere ; but I do tidnk it nothing but Juat that both par- 
ties should bear tlieir due proportion of blame,^ and that a separation 
ought not. to bo permitted imder eircii^pastanoes hy ^Htich an vsMffend^ 
* wmiMknity mast be the. sufferers.^ »' ^ ^ . 

But' again; I think if it iB.even.prop^,to eatabli^ this aystem, uid to 
have this divorce, now is not the prqpev tone. 

The banks are ^taite indtitntions ; society have a deep interest iq. th«[r 
maintaining a 80i;nd currency ; this can oi^y be done by resuming specie 
payments; this they never can dp until their predit^i^ retetablished^ 
while the whole weight of a popular Aoministration is against them,' they 
never- can resume with a hope of continuing specie jakyments. Toa 
. -aepaf ate now, and why ? because, say the whole Administration and its 
friends — and if we pass this bill we Join in the cry — t(lejr are unworthy .of 
credit ! .• Every man who believes this statement,^ and has a claim against 
tiiem, would apply for hia money, and^they would be compelled immedi- 
ately to.^top agai|i. ,, ( • . . , . 

Take the weight of the federal government off them. It is now pre^ng 
tjtem^ into the dust, and while it^ is upon, them, y4>ji.m]gh^^a8 well order a 
max^, whose legs had been cut ofi^ to jump tp hi9 feet and walk, as to 
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iBquire theni. to resnme, with a hope 'that they can do -sof Let their 
credit be^again restored, and if we ttmat separate, they could Inciter then, 
than now^ sustain the shoclr. • *: 

The federal govemiQent obtained. the-oiD of them when their credit 
wae good; 'it Uionld be restored, and then, if ever^ they bnght to* be 
retnmed, in equally good credit,, to dier exoIosiTe use of the States, 

Suppose We pass this bill, and therf the b^kg- resume, fite^ztha of 
Uie.reTenue must be taken in their notes; in a very short time^ endngb 
yyovld be received tP enable your depositories to withdraw so tnu^h of 
their Bpede as to compel them to siispendi ' And if they do notrresume^ 
their paper depreciates, atd spede becomes an ^ardde of merchandise, 
and thus the federal servant wiH receive better •money than the State 
officera, or- the masters of both — ^thettiassbf the •people. ' ' 

The State buiks never, can resivnd witt a hope of doing a profitable; 



. Suppose the system in complete operation. Tlien' aU the revenue is 
received i|i speeie^ your average surplus in the traf^ury will be at least 
aev^ or eight tnlUions' of dolhrsi * Iliis, if Bftft in the V^ks, would fur- 
nish a speeiebasis upon which -Mf^ly to issoe tiiree for one.- .Henoe, by 
this process, you abstract and lock up twen^ or twenty-five millions - of. 
dollaca of the oirciilating^medium, which i» of nojaore use to' the g«fv«m- 
■lent or individtials than if sunk in the oceanJ|^ 

Banks go to excess occasionally, and Acre istempontry sufCbriiig: so 
of every thing else— v^ have nothing go^d but What produces evil when 
carried to excess. "Bi^iks issue too much paper, but that isAo nasoni 
they should all be destroyed. Over-issu^^prQ^uipe individual sufS^g: 
but even this is productive of. some biBuefit. It makes roads and canals, 
and improves plantations.'* Although ail these ctiange' owners when, a • 
curtailment takes place, yet the improvements iei]^4 fi>r the benefit 6( - 
the people at Huge. 

What do gentiemen jneanf / Do they mean to put as Ifucik to thd year 
eleven hundred^ Vhen they say banks commenced { A|« we to quit our . 
ordinary business, ahd comAienoe ihvdibg bhmchesin ^earch.pf gplden 
lobbies, to add to the stock of precious metals f Are we to give up the 
earnings of our fimrilies, our pbrringen, and otv i4>oohs totalis A^iron" 
of democracy, that he may melt them, and,' with his graving tools, rikake 
ua our own metallic god to worship t The more free« country is, the 
more prone are its peoi^e to run^nto.MVssi^ and none so much as our 
own. What was Great Britain befinre t)ie establishment of her 
bank! Like' other nations, who v^ destitute ef. ePverything but a 
ipede ctronlation, poor^ unthrifty, ai|d-commerdaL'. Aiid^ what is she^ . 

nowr / •* ' ' • ; ' ..'.-.- 

We need a larger circulation than' any toun^ upon earth of the i^e* 
populatipn, because we aj« fr^r t^an any other* Tiie circnlotion ought 
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lilways to bear a doe proportion to all salable or exohftngeable oomi^o- 
ditiea. In aomd of the States everything is of that desoriptaoii. Entaiii 
are destroyed, all property, real and pecBonal,.id nn&ttered,, and for sale 
whenever a Allan thinks he oan .Tetter himself by sdling in on old, .and 
pnrohasipg in a new JState. In mluiy States so mnoh is land niKfetteied 
that it oan be sold in fee simple oped a writ sA^^fisn ffUiu^ 

In onr. oonntry aman's capital, in many instahoed, ia'lua eharacter^ for 
integrity^ his oapaoity for hnsinesa- and his -business ialtttB. . These gire 
him oredit with banks. With the aid of iMVpk aooorn'modatidos, in many 
instanoes he ^akes himself *wealthy in a few years, and eYery man who 
adds 1^ his own stock of wealth enrichifli tl^ i;rhole oonntry. 
"^Ive m^^Ai^t^^peoi^le and' a fwr tpeaaiixy,»and then the country ia^ 
jiohi and its liberty -safe. } ' 

>y banks, and yon throw every ma^ again into the hnods of 
capitalists, JewS) money4ender8, where few can borrow who cani^ 
mortgage land to seonre payn^ent. Whereka banks always Hoel it a &vor 
conferred bn them, when th^ •can get a good customer. 

Althongh I q^e^^thns freely of, the ntilitf of banksy they noTer have 
^ been fiu^oritea of' xhine^ bnt we must ' have 4^em« ^ The^ countiy ca]^o^ 
lOidwiS not do^withott them. • . , 

We mmA have a .^fveiifury iWnilS a Jtaiah^iiMioirjpoTQM Iff C9ngrem^ or 
State hanki. And l:prefer the last. They are ther least daogeroiiA, and 
th^ Stated have dearly the power to ineorpq)t«fte ilhem. The ^tates^ in 
granting oharterai can; if they bhoose, gnavd generally againM ezceeses. 
If they 'Were to ^rect all profits over ^ or ^ght per cent/ per annmn 
to go into the treasnfy, as -a school ftmd, the temptation to shave and to 
make excessive loans would be taken away. And if they would prohibit 
standhig aodotaunodatipns, iS^w bad debtS' would.be oMitnMsted. 

2d« The other objtef of the oill is ti^conipel'our coUooton and r^Qeivers 
to cease depositing money in banks, and to <A>i|ipeI them to dcq^NMlt all 
moneya in the hands of offioen/^<>irftd(2 hp the iVami^ and rmece^le 
aihis.j>j«i9¥f«, theretobok^t tiU needed £6r disbursement, l think 
this arrangement itauch worse than to deposit in the banks. 

first, because the directors and officers of the banks will t|e more likely . 
to b(9 faitbftd than offioerd appoixited by ms. Ih^ etobUiolderB will always 
intend to select those who will be most likely not to w^te thdf moneys. 
Our ofQcers for $om^ timehav^ been, and I consider the system is to be 
Continued, selected mot^ with «, view to influence ifi eledSons than to 
any qnalilbiations for the particular, o^ces they are to fill. Let me not 
be H^sundtostood. I do not mean to say that 6very office-holder, is a 
meii9 party tcfoL I think there are many who are. not. But I do mean 
to state it as' my (g^inion, that i\ow, apd for some time pikst, the principal 
-qnalificatlen looked^ for H j^lUiedl ii^uenee;' and' anch men^ fl|)po&ited 
^m sunk motives, 1 think will generally be imyriilb depdutmes. Siq^poa- 



ifig tliese oAmHi eqnidly ftfthM^tfaey ^rilt'not generally have places a$ ^ 
«^ as thofle piotidtilid by btfiks. 

Agun: this plai^ will occasion a great increase of expense. ITew 
offioers, derks, Tiaitora, hoos^ safes, vaults, Sao^ there will be no effeo* 
toal cheeks, eithsr upon tlvMe <9f&oera or npon disbursing officers.' It 1$ 
wMi there have been., in piodem times, but few losses by defiiloation of * 
diabnrtiog offiom.' ^^ 

One prmcipal,if not the sole reason of this is, the cheek npon 'theoL By 
ordering them, whenever their position will enable^ them to do so^ to 
kaop their moneys in'banks, 'and every week or monfh an acconnt is ftii^ ' ' 
niahed the Secretary of the Treasary by the deposit -bank showing the 
sums deposited, and by whqm; This fhmishes strong reasons against 
mng or loaning money ; imme^td deteetion would be the oonsequenjse. 

Under the proposed systeiyi ^bis* eheck is entirely removed, and the 
poblio money tdll, in. many cases, he misused. 

I i|ow haVe in my drawer a document sho^ring l^hat lias been done in 
erne case by an officer' in whosedntegriiy I onoe had unlimit^ confidence. 
H« collected a large claim ftom i^e debtKir to the government, 'and imme- 
dSalely loaned the amoi^nt received to some poUtiea^fHeiiA^ •not* only * 
without anti^orfty, but contrar/to his'iastmctionis, and, at (his moment, 
two* suits ane pending a^nbt these new d$bt&n^ who hav» refti&nd to pay 
iheir notes as they M dae. If I mistake not, one of ^e partied* to this 
veiy transaotion has been' appelated to, and now holda an offide whidi , 
will make him A snb-tretanrer if this bin should pass. ^ 

A bank in ai^y own State* has been aHuded to;. In a letter road by the 
aenalbr from Miissourlv which he has received fttai the 4ate CSdef Magia^* 
tnta. - *^- 

A brief re^ew of the history of tiiat bank, and matters >oonneeted witli 
it, may be of use to ua <yn- the subject under oonsideratSoii. . . * 

The act establishing iUlitbaidc was passed ata ealled session, in-theyear 
188e. Thf charter of the United States Bank w^ pasMd in ISlik, and 
the bank went faito actual operation the Ist of January,'I8l7. 

It was no admittislSration measure, and when the bill wak before Con*. , 
gress, the r epro s on tatite ftom my district sent me a copy of it, witb a 
request that I would gir^ him my opinion of -its previsions, which'I -^d, 
in a pretty lengfiiy letter. Th«t oj^nion was irery decidedly against the 
bin, and tiie opinion I then ibrmed and eiq>ressed I have ever-slAoe enter- 
tained, and stUl entertain. He, alone^ from Tenneps^ as I faelieve,'voted 
against the bilL For tlrfs ^ote he was attacked at home, and I felt 
in duty bound, to maintain Idm as wdl as I ooadd. Thia bipugfat me ' 
in direct oonfliet with th0 ^6nda Of the United States Bank as early 
aslSie, . . 

j9oon after the bank went Into operation, it establlAed branches in 
Kentucky, and^ befofe the fall of .1817, maiiy of the loans first made had 
Mn doe, and payment was eiaeted. To this the people had 'not ben 
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aooQstomed; and^ ft^is 'alway» the case, dthongh the. bank had b^ton 
popular when- fndking loam^ it soon became rery onpopolar n^en trying 
to collect iU debU, 
' Stories of the 'roinoBs operationA.of ttie baok m Kentocky soon reached 
VDB in Tennessee, and )a the antomnof 1817,. with tf view to save Ten-, 
■nessee fro°^ theilke oppression, her legislatare parsed an act, as I believe, 
tuumimously, imposiifg a vevy heary tax, say fifty thonsaiid d6llars, npon 
any persons attempting jto baak in Tennessee without authority from the 
8tateb- ; • . 

A few yean since, :while the oonttoversy wAs gmng on witii the Bank 
of the United States, lihe SenJate created acortunittee, of.whidh Ifr. Tyler, 
of Yirgiqi^ was a member, to, examine into- Us proceedings, and when, 
they .nvtde their l^port| for the first time, I found a letter dated in 1818, 
now bonftd up in our ddcuments, sUiclting the prendent af'-the bank to 
estahhsh a branch In ISTashvillej notwi.tiistanding the a^t pf aasfmbly, 
iiifbrmiiig him that the act was passed by oontraotedf IMibeval jneii, and, 
after fiik^nishang a list of names for dire6tors, assuring him that if a branch 
wito esti^)lished, and directors appointed from the list, he woilld- see that 
agpod accouqt should be given of those yrho would attempt 40. enforce 
theStat^law. v. «^ 

Hr. Jones^ the then, president, 'answered this letter, a&d, very prdjperly, 
reftased to.sead a branch into the State contraiy to the .expressed will of 
thelegislature..^ «' ^ * . . - - ' 

Thus the' matter rested imtil 1336, when this same gentleman was « 
leading member of the Tennessee legislature; and, not having been able 
to get a brandi hank of 4^e Uni^d States, ho' and others determined tbey 
would have a paper hanh^ founded on State funds and t?ie fndth of ike^ 
i8!fd^.^They passed an act creating a bank. ThereVas then in the State 
a bank in which the State had 'twenty* thousand doBars of the stoek. It 
was called the B|ink of the State of .Tennessee, and had been so eon- 
ducted 4s. to give aoclety^confidende in it; and, in baptisihg this new bank 
its authors gave it exactiy the same name, and tluis we had, at the same 
time,' two banks, having the samo name, in the same Btate. Hie friends 
of the old would not have .hesitated in charging tiie leaders who estab- 
lished the hew with pilferini^ their name^ that fhey itX\^ derive benefit 
^fromvtheir cre^t,lAd they been other than members of the assembly. 

The plan of this hqw bank was not to pay specie, .and to please the 
'pe(^, it was said it was a bank to reUere the ptople firom pecuniary 
djsto'ess. * V ^ y ^ 

JSX the.saipe session, and to force' lata circulation, paper money not 
redeem$ble in specie, la^9« were passed to pndvent levies of execution, 
unless plainti^ would agree to receive irredeemable bank paper. 

!{liese proceedings met with very decided opposition firom the anp- 
porters of a sound currency. ... 

, They denounced a depreciated paper enrrency asa corse to the oountij^ 
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Mid the old Btat^ bank weoTd QOt tonoh the paper of theikew; tod, after 
a long oo&tro¥eniy between the^directors, onder the administration of an 
eoli^tened and worthy direbtoryof tbe new Btate ba&k^ it was so oon* 
dneted as to be conyerted into a spede p^ying^bank, and IbelieTe it has 
fittthftilly'iBdeemed whatever notes it pnt in circoktion< . 

But, then, what beoame of the capital and profits f ^nohof them 
were wasted. There'wasa.branoh or agency in each -oonnty. 

Theca^iiier of the principal bank, a highly worthy,. inteUigent, and 
generous man, eooCl not- resist the temptation ; he pemutted importunate 
and needy ilKends to draw checks, which he .paid when' they had no funds 
in bank. This'practioe was deteoted^md eq^posed, and he ruined. 
' 8omei Qf the agents, men of as much integrity as those^ befonndruow, 
^ther psed, or permitted others to use, the money&.entniated to their ca^. 
Thoee moneys were i& some instances lost, the agents ruined, and the 
Slate has been for seversl years endeavoring t4i save som^tiiing from th^ 



With these «jcamples before me, I caimot, I will not, I dare not^^te ^ 
my aaiMStien,to aaoheme so demoralizing, attd fraught with ao many mii- 

But,'^, our history stopa not* here. I think, aboot the year 182% a 
NaahyiUebank fidled^ an^ occasioned much exdt^ent: The legislature^ 
iheo in session, repealed oVr act of 1817, imposing the tax of whidi I 
have spoken; a branch of the United States Bank was applied for, and 
established. It went down with the 'principal and the o^er branches, 
and 'from thatrtime, until July, 1886, we were State bank men, generally; 
th^' banks haying a 9t(f4 4pede bansi and always jm^h^ tp^cie^ During 
the whole of these arduous oonflict, others have hi^ an advantage over me. 

They first wanted a United States Bank, that we might have a good 
currency ^Mry wftM. . Neat they wanted paper mom^, and dpeditors 
iweed to receive it, 6r to get nothing; then United States Bank notes 
again; ahd now, when the monster is slain, and we can all venture' to 
measure the length and *breadth of its sppjxned defonnitieSf nothing will 
do them but the pure unadulterated Aar^.f9k>)My. 

Hr; President, these politiciaaa ever have the advantage of me.. I never 
eaa g^ve up an old opinion, imtU i- am sure I have found better reasons 
for a new one. . Tliey have the ftill benefit of what is caUed ikemoffikiff 
mind, Thc^ march and eomftermaroh rt> that I cannot keep pace with 
them. I turn dpwly, awkwardly^ ^d ,th^ poMoians give me thedodge, 
and are sometimes out of flight befom I know they intend to* change. 
But this is of no consequence to me. *SuQh wills-with-the-wi^ or'Jacks* 
with-the-lantem T would not fbllow, if I could see them. Zliey would 
only pilot me into some quagndre or swamp, and then leave ^le, altSou^^ 
thdr dexterity cenkL easily extricate themselves^ . ' 

For Ikiysdf^ I now am, and ever have been a hard money man, to e^ery 
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xeasoiutUe, and Ck>iistitiitiona} extent Kothhig Is with me molie^, within 
tiie meeniof of the OoA0titnti<Ai| but the pnciow fMtal$^ and they eiither 
joined, imd their Valae Ihtod by aots <tf Oongrefls, or foreign coin, whoee 
Talte h dedared in the same way. Nb goveminent; either State or fed* 
eral, can make anything eke a tender in payment of debts. This kind of 
money, ind this only, is the end of the law, where peocmiary oompens*- 
tioa, is to be made« It is not only the standard by wl^ch the valne of 
property is to be fixed, bnt Jt is in itself propertj[, which oan be applied 
to other naeM pnrposefs. "The federal government haft no p6wer to in- 
corporate individuals^- and bestow npon them banklog powen sind privi- 
leges, to be exerdsed within the States. 

The federal government ca|mc|t iBsne^ or ahthorize to be iftfbed, puper 
to be nsed as cnrrency. 

The .ConstitEtlon takes &om the Pt4t^ the power to idnie billa of 
oredii. • . ^ ; . . 

- It does not oonfer npon Congress any such pow4r, and it can exierdse 
DO power ezjcept that which is* ex^pressly granted. The fhuners of- the 
Oonstitntidn having teken from the States the' power to issue biBsof 
. credit, and having refttsed Or omitted to confer, snoh a power on Oongresa, 
believed they had secilred.the (sonntry agidnst the tsttM of a j^er cor- 
repoy hy^thor government, iphich indlvidnala obnld have no means by 
suit to compel the payment p^, and which^ if tolerated, would he sore 
to depredate. , . « • ^ ' ^ . . 

Before the Constitntion of the United States was framed, the Stuie 
had the power to incorporate mdivldnals^ and give fhem baoldng powers 
and privileges; this power was never taken from thenl,.and^ tiierefor^ 
they' stiU possess it. \. '/ / * * * 

I have believed, and now do, that iti a cotmtry so extensive as onn, 
80 highly commercial, and so free^ enr bnmness cannot be transacted with- 
ont paper of some kii^d, which is 790t vioney^ bnt tredit^ the r^reseniik 
tive of moiiey. These credits will be higUy injurious, unless regulated, 
bylaw, I therefore have maintained State banks, at the saiAe titiito 
wishing to put dQwn,*by aU means in my power, sknall notes ^ to have 
noni^ less thi^ five, ten, twenty, and even hi^erthan that,' if « ii^}ority 
wished, so as to frumish a broad specie basis th^ better to maintain and 
support the ^organized crests, evinoed bv Inmh note» cr eheek$, 

' It ifr all idle to tell me that the only mode ix> have hard n^oney is to put 
down State baiiks. Put titem down to-moirow, and then^we will find it 
indispensable to have a United States Bank owned by individuals, or a 
treasury banl^ owned by Ithe United States, and governed at the wiU ^ 
ihB executive, 

« Being opposed to both these, and thinking the countty muat hltve 
credits in some shape, I support 6tai» bankj^ias the only means of 
preventing the establislmient of some on&'of the others.' I think them . 



bQi& imoOD8titatl<mfll, and the> treafoi^ bsiik kiflnitdj the- moit dan* 

We might -as wall at onoe pot the whole moneys of the gorernaeiit at 
the dispoMtion of the eze^nt^Via as to pass this biH; heoinse, i|kh6Qgh 
acme of the qffioera ^^lo are to have oluu^ oi it must hare the qanotion 
^ the Senate in their iippoin^ent, yet the President' can remove, or fattve 
zemoved at his pleasure, every man of them. 

. This bill, in 'tmtii and in U^ create$ a .hank with wmC pati&n and 
eKteosive capaeitif. 

Snppoto Congress 'to inooiporate« number of fiidividnals,4md oonfbr 
upon them powerp to^do exactly the same thing which. the offioers named 
in this bill are empowered and reqnii«d to do, what wonld gentlemen 
can their institationf It mnst'afid wonld be a bank; they wonld have 
all the nswd p9wers bf a bahki except ioJoan money by disoototing 
notes. : * • ' . 

The only nse of an act of ino6rporation M to enipow^ a number of 
fcadiyidn&ls, or some .one man, to transact certain business undw ^artiou- 
lar restrictions, l^ow if we give to our oWn officers exactly the same 
powers which, if give^ to one or more indi\ddq^l8, Would denominate the 
establishment a'bank, IMs equally sovin both cases. 

This bin provides places where our TrholelrefBure, hard money, n^tes 
qf specie-paying banks,. trj^uiy notes, or other paper issued ^nder the 
antbority of the govemment|^ju^to«bekept ■ * 

|t authorizes the trans&rs and re-transfers «f those moneys from point 
to pointy at the diseretibn of the Secretary. There is now a bill* before 
the other house apthorizing jm issue of ten millicma Of .treasury notes ; 'it 
wiU certainly pass for tiiat or a lairger sum^ 

I^ow let us consider how- these powers Will be maido to operate. 

Ist. The capital is the whole treasure of thp nation, say any tiam we 
I^eai^ not less than twenty-five, nor more than fifty millloils of doU^nn* 

1EUs*8um can be conoentrated^at one place, or dispersed, to different 
places, as the Secretary chooses, A merdumt of Kew York owes fifty 
thousand doUiffs for 4uties, and this sum he is to pay^ the collector there, 
who is to deposit it in his vault He bonY>wa the amount from' a< spMe- 
,payihg bank in the notes of the State bank, and pays the debt. Instantly 
the collector goes ta the' bank,4raws the specie, and returns its notes, 
afid locks the spede up in i^e vauH, where he is to* keep it till needed for 
disbursement ; and by pursuing this pla^i tile whole specie may be 3fpth« 
drawn from the banks^ or ao much -of it as tp -compel the banks to 
wind up.' 

> Again: amerchant in Kashville owes fifty thousand dollars for gooda. 
purchased in New York ; he gets that amount in notes of the'Nsiithville' 
banks by borrowing or o^erwise, but they, will not answer to .pay his 
debt in New York; he therefore goes to the sub-^neasurer, who has his' 
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proportion of these treatury iiotes, ftad giTes him hie fifty thovaiuad d<^ 
Iatb, and receives a treasury notej or notes,'and perhaps allows pne p^ .cent. 
as the diflbrenoe of exchange, and' the sob^Veaanrer. immedlatdy^goea to 
the. State bank, returns its notea, takes the ispeoie and k>cks it np in the 
▼atdts. When % ioreditor of the govempient applies tor payment of 'his 
salary, or other does, ^e may be paid in treasury notes^ and thns we find 
this is a bank of inusi* r 

It is useless to pursne this snbject farther. Eveiy practical inaa mnat 
see this is in substance a treasury baifik, witb ilkuuense funds as. a capital, 
with unlimited power to draw and redraw, land that it is a bank to iwus 
Bot h^rd money aic^ hut paper monep, iaued hy^r iander the autkority 
4^^tke United Statee, That it oonfera* powers and capacities which will 
enable- ft topiystrfite the StaWbanhe^ any and eeeryuiere at*it$ pleature. 

It will.not only control ^o^ State banks, and liu^ theinr mbeervient to 
Hi mil, but win ailso ij\fluenee all, men engaged in eommeree^ uhUh 
requim the aee o/'/^ndiut dietfmt pUieei,, ' 

Pass this bill, and we put it ill the power eftho FreMont^ through hii 
Becrela/ry tf the Treaawry^ to control iJie whole peeaniary actioo cartel 
of the country. We are to add this tremendous power to a patroxuigs 
already dangerous in. the extreme, and Ujis at a time when we have t 
OMef Magistrate whp is not. only fmmUing to have huk^fouer and patron- 
age curtailed and limited, but is desirous to add to them, even to the 
extent of encouraging armed tolvntary assodatioiD U> tttand ready to 
carry out his yiewf by fyroe of arms^ ^ 

In the eady Knd pare days of. the Jtepubpo, in 1789, .the republican 
dootfine was, that no president would ever dare to remove an officer who- 
held office at the will of the Iresideht^ simply on: account of his politics (^ 
and, if he did, 2£r. Madison 'said it would be a crime for which he should 
bedmpeached. \' 

Mr. Jefferson, upon assuming the reins of govenimeiit, prohibited all 
inferior officers from' intei^ering in elections, funher than to vote, on pun 
of dismissal. . * ,^ 

. ' In the ^canvass, which brought the late President intp office, we all 
thought the same way, and that this was the sound democratic or r^pub- 
oa^ dootHne. • . ' , 

Do we not aU remember the outoxy against Mr. Adams, because we . 
thought, 1)hrough a Mr. Slade, a<derk in seme of thib departments, he had 
signified to 'the Vermont Jegislature "that he. preferred the old senator, 
Mr. 8eymo:nrj to Mr. Van Neesf . The newspaper^ rung> with this charge, 
and if Mr. Adams oi^ his cabinet had avowed ti&at they had a right.to en- 
dea^K>r to influence people in elections, it is'doubtAxl how he would Ji^ve 
got through even the four yean te-whidi he had been elected, 

Now the whole oourto of thinking and acting is changed. 

Dudng thC' hist Administntion it was not only maintained that the 



PteBident <uid aH.noder him bad ia rigt^t to interfere, but, for the «ake ut 
Muring a demoeratie Adminutratlon^ it wafi a dnty to aid in eleotiiig his 
taooeasor, members' to 'both hooses df Oopgressi QoYeraors of States, ^. 

Hie present incumbent. improTes upon this, ^ao^d oonntenanoes' what 
may be called lemons of honor, to maintain him by /oroe in canying oot 
modem democracy. 

. I have been surprised thai in none of our disoossioBs has any gentle- 
man aliaded to a owrespondence between an assooiatiOn in P]uladelphia 
and the CttiieflCagiatrate daring the past year. ^ 

They informed him that tb^y had Tohintarily associated together, had 
ann^ and equipped thems^res, and made^a tender of their services Co 
• oarry out the laws: . 

-In a^country as free hs ours, where the la>fs themselyes, are nothing - 
but the w91 of a mi^orit^ of the people, oonstitutictnally expressed, ^very • 
thing w4iioh tends to weaken ot diminish our respect lor the laws is 
highly reprehensible. ."^ow. what would, we reasoftaUy expect as aa 
aaswer from out Ohief Magistrate to such a tender of' serrices 9 

I locked for gratefU aeknewledgmentsfof their goe^ ftelings towards 
him, and a request that, as4he/ regarded him. and his'Hune, they wouM 
immediately lay aside -their .warlike implements and diasplTe'the associa^ 
tton; heoause, if the country was .to remain free, such voltmtary associa- 
tions could never be necessary: Public opinion, and forces, when indi^. 
pensable, daUed out under th^ auih&rity 0/ law^ would always^be sufficient ' 
in the hands ci ti^CiexBcutiTe to ^vo eflfect to the will of the people, 
.repressed through their acts of Congress. 

Bat I was porryto &id no such simtiments; -on the contrary, sincere 
thanks, and a jn^itfest willingness to poomtenanee the use of such ibroes 
iCemergencyjhonljd require their •services. 

. The good sense of society must check this course of tldnkiBg^ dr there 
is reiason to fear that^ at no distant day, w^ may hare; thvough the agenqy 
of such means, d9M(rcAyjfr^,' and theni2Mp0.tti^. ' " 

The senator from Vassachiyetts (Mr. Webster), at the dose of his reply 
to the senator fitxil South Carolina, ^^for his spedal benefit,** tn'reiy good 
temper, and- in a most happy maimer^ referred to th^ eaHy hktory of that 
portion of my StatOi now called East Tennessee, once known as UieiSlMs 
4ff Franklin. He 'read us a part of one of her acts of assembly, which 
fixed the salaries of some of her officers, an^ directed the ip^eim qf eurh 
rency in which they were to be paid.* 

I always fed gratified when J know, or helff, that my State has done 
anything which benefits any portion* of my fellow-men. 

' ^^Blessed are the peaoe-makers,^ ia the language .of Hcdy Writ On 
this -occasion the two honorable, and distingaiahed s^naton had ai^nbned 
an.attitude so bdligerent, that I reiedly ibared it might end In something 
worse tiiaawM:^ Botno soonerwere the labonof my State ^fty years 
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Bff> bftniflht to^the notioe of tbis .grave body, than W6<a]l forgot IliAi ajay 
of luluid ever been out of temper, «Ad «o soon as- we eoold reoorex ocmii*' 
poanre enoogfi to at^nfOi w^ eepaiated like a band of bvoUien — no two 
ieaying the chamber in better temper with each other than tbe two hon- 
4)rable senators,* '• * . ' • 

' Bat, sir, the senator knew nothing of the prlusti^ n^der the State I&w^ 
therefore we Hare not the fall benefit which we ong^tto deHvo from hSa 
rlhnSniBcenoe. He-conld have related the whole Incldants so .much better 
than I can, tliat i regret he did D6t mention this snhject to me before ha 
addressed the Senate*; If lie had I wonld Jiave gfven him the additional 
focts, that the whole might have been tletailed in the -Senate in lus good 
tempeied and felidtons maimer. ' • . • 

Ifr will be remembered that the^gbvefnor, chief JoaticeB, kn^ swiia other 
officers, were to be' paid in deer-akhis, other ii^ferior officers were to' be 
paid Jn raocodn^Uns. Mbw, at that, day, we were all ^good whigi, 
althongh we had^somis of the notions* of the democrats of the- present day. 
. We thought these taxes might eaSfely temain in the hands of the cc^eo* 
tors as sub-tretenries nntil wanted fpr tisborsetnent. The taxes 'were, < 
therefore, 0iirly collected in the skins and peltry pointed bnt in the law. 
Bat the collators, as report sayS, knew that.althongh raccoon-skins vrere 
plenty, Qpossmu'Skins were more ao,* and that they cotlld be proonred for 
little* or nothing. They, therefore, procured tho requisite nurab^ of . 
opossum-skins, cut the talhr o^ the raodoota-ekins, sewed thefn to the opoe* 
mmMkins, paidihem into' the'genenX orj^nne^paltreaaury, and sold the 
raccooii-skin;i to the hattoia. . - ' ' ' 

. The treasul^rhad beei\ ah unlucky -appointment although a^wortiiy. 
man; he was sf foreigner^ knew nothing of skins- ot peltry, and was, 
therefore, easily deceived by his> sob^treasur^rs. When t^s imposition 
was dls^sovered, thiB whole system went down> and w.e never have had a 
great fancy for leovkig the taxes in4he hands of the sub-treasurersor col« 
lectors from that day to thfs. • ' , 

f B^t, sir, thesoold proceedings more dearly developed iha true clmnuy 
ter of my Sta£e tiian almost anything of tbe'preisent:d^« 

The territory or tract of country called Franklin^ wad <$omposed of four 
oounti^ of. North OaroBna, and separated from the body'of the State l>y 
the ^reat led|;^of fountains,. cdled at different pauses by differentnames, 
and from What'is now West Tennessee by €he Ounfberland'Monntainai 
and a wilderness of two hundred nules. -* 

The Revolutionary War had terminal with-GreatBritain'in 1788, but 
it continued with the powerful tribes of Indians who had bemi in allisinea 
with her. Hie depredations of these Indiana were so seriona that aid to 
ax^est their ravages- was desired from North Carolina ; that' State was not 
in a situation- to ftimish protection, and instead therepf, frcttn gdod mo«' 
laves, no ^oubt, bQt without due oonrfd^^tion^'pasBed an act oe^ng ua to 
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tke United ftetei. When tb« 'neirs was reoeit^ the leadkig tfi»a, w^ 
were King*k mmaUoin flMA — Sevler, the octaipaiiion of the gallant Oamp*- 
bell and &elbj| at their head, tooKfire; the diacootent ended m a deda^ 
ration of independence, and thefonnation of tlie Blate eall^d, to. pMpe* 
toate onr whig principles, ^ FranUin.^^ 

« North Oarolina dis^yered her error,, andv before Oeogi^ess conU act on 
the snlgeot, repealed her act of o^BsiotL . Bat it Vas too laU. We bed 
been disposed of witbont oar oonsentr Thoogh bat a handfbl, Vith a 
powerfbl savage enem^ infesting onr whole^froAtierf^and ivithont a dollar 
'to be^ with, we set up .lor onrselvea.. We w^mld not brook the indig* 
iiity ; we had b^gon the fi^t for. liberfy, aild liberty or death ire wbald 
lukve. We oontinned the controyersy tiU 1799, when an •kccomtaaodatien 
with oar parent State looik place; and with onr own consent, and npon 
terms thoaght Jost, we, with other portiona of temtory, were ceded, in 
1789, the United Stotes. r . 

In 1796, webeoame the State of Tennessee, «nd how we hfre dnoe 
oondaoted, I wltlin^ji leaye to the jadgment of otir sister- States. 

I oonikas, insi^ead of toeUng hombled by, I aai pioad of^ this aneie4l 
reminiscence. I feel- ]»oad thet my ancestor was gne of that anyielding 
band ; that I now find myself essociated here with a Sevier and a Tipton; 
and diUiongh I sometimes think two generations back, thcfee of (heir-narae 
would not have Worked so tamely in party gear, yet every once in a while 
the Hood diawi itte^ and ^on can see,^ that if their home ooncerps aoe not 
afet^ded to here^ aoeording td Wh4t la jnst, ifaey hroah^j^arpy ^hankdageo^ 
and widk abroad i)i that ,£reedmn for whieh their father^ perilled.ev^ 

^thing. ^ . . . 

It is true we are neither whigB, torie6,>n<^r demQcnts by inheiitanoe, 
bat thei^ ia much ki blood, much in education. Early lessons Irom 
mothers are apt to have an influence upon us througb life.' What 'the 
fftther says when he first sends his boy to school is hardly tever forgotten. 

When that law was passed, and f6r years afterward, the ^t^i memlDg 
the son wa9'to starf for school, he was sure to receive the father's advice, 
in. emphatic terms, calculated to make a lasting impression, in language 
like the IbHowing: My son, you are now going to sdiool, you must 
lender a wilMng obedience to yonr ouhfter ; he is in my place, obey hiln, 
if you love me. Be kind to all your school-feUows, do nothing offensive 
<x ui\)nst to them. ^ Be carefid in all you say, and do. hot give aa^ of 
them cause of ofTence, and, if they will quajfrel with and^buse you, take 
oare you never <^me home whi]^pod by any one of thein, H* vou have 'the 
power to prevent it. ' i* 

Children were taught from infimcy the doctrine of equality, tJ^at no 
distbotion ought to exist except that which was produced by vice or 
^virtue. 

And aa to ft droulaifing nedivm^ tiua M Mt ooBtaina a Ti^imia of 
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iiiBtraction far me. ' At tJiAt day/ the rnediun of oor -exxbnngea 
tkiod and peltry, or fbrs^ They Wnre the ^iie.carreaoy in which the 
people were obliged to traoaact* their haaineas, and my iathery vhm 
voting for that kw, thon^t it 'jnst that our offieert, Jfroia the governor 
to iSie constable, shonld be paid in the same. kind of wmmej which the 
people were cgmp^ed id use in their dealings with each other, and te 
think I now as to oar lederal officers. 8ach, I think, hate been the 
opinions of a minority of my constitnents from my youth to this day. 

'My wish is to can^ into effei^t their loiU. If I had fortitnde enon^ 
to ventare into^an unknown world,^! wooid rather do so pmo^ and upon 
this tpot^ th^ knowingly to g^ve a vote upon a snbject so important, 
which would disappoint the wishes qf the companions of my youth, the 
aasociatea of my xnaturer years,<and those who have ev^ mmtained ine 
against all Attacks, at every stage of life. 

' What I believe to be their will, oovresponds with my own Judgm^it 
On.this subjeet ; and, however much . I may and do regret a' ^ffer^ence of 
opinion wit^h enlightened men from other Stlttes, yet I acknowledge no 
responsibility to any human' power 'except to the citazena of my own 

State who^have so l^ong honored me with their confidanoe. 

* * '. • 

/ Judge TVliiJiia^a oppositipfr to the .tariff T^as always .firm, but judi- 
ciouSk . He never doubted the power of the federal, government to 
give protection, to a ceitain extent, to home manufiM^turer by imposing 
tBOfis on Ibreigtv mercHandise ; but tht^t^ he thought, lik^ ^veiy other 
power, ought to ibe exercised for the good of the whole, and undte 
tk^t impression he, never would vote to iD[ipoae a tax upon a fortign 
2(rticle,*which q» a nation we could coliyeniently dispense with, when 
he saw, or bad reason to believe, k would, increase t^e {)rice of the 
article throughout any lai;;ge por^on of the country, and none were to 
be .benefited by it but a few capitalists, who would be thereby levy- 
ing a tax upon a considerable portion <of the community for their 
individual benefit;. He liked tp see domestic manu&pttfr^ flourish, 
but never wished to see them brought Into existence,' or nourished, 
in one seclaon .of the country, at the expense and to the positive detn- 
nient of another. . He therefore uniforpily opposed a protective tariff 
both by his votes and speeches. 

• In 1835, there approached one of the most mon^entous pciriods of 
our national history, t^amqly, thut session of Congress during whieh 
was, originated and conducted with such lalent and fieiy seal on. either 
sid^, that discussion of the Tariff, question, which had welKnigh rent 
the Union, and filled .the Tandwith dvlL w|^ .and bloodshed. Just 



leibipe ihiB memonbM seaioti, Mr. Oalbomii nflogned tlie Yice. Pjpni* 
dency — %Iiich resigiialioa called Judge Whittjf to oocapj a position 
still more rgspoiiAible and eonspicaous than any he had hitherto 
filed. How fiilly h/d met the ezpeotatione ,of the body that promoted 
him, and of the nation at large, ip this season of impending danger, 
is now a matter of history. The finqnesSy impartiality^ deoisioni and 
dignity with which he presided over these stormy debates^ were com- 
mended by the Hon. Henry A. Wise, doting tlie deb^ ia Congress 
on the TresfftiTy note bi^, ■ . 



I shoald k^T9 remembered (says Mr..t^i8e) pother mod^l .of witfdoii^ 
and Tirtoe, and patriotism whom I hare seen, and seen in alt sitaations 
of life — ^long and tntimatsly did I know him — ^wsll did I lore hiip, and 
sacredly do I cherish his memory.. He' is no more. I wish I poald hni- 
tate hi^ yirtoons and hallowed example in life. I mean the lamented 
Hifgh Lawson White, a servant ot Tennessee, a son of -North €aroUiia, 
withont whose aid the otfmproqiise act ncTer oonld have become a lamr^- 
without whose patriotism and Arsaness there woald hsTe been a, civil 
war ifpon a sovereign ^tat^ and. ppon- Ac Union. 3oath Carolina ought' 
to be told of this, who, in 1836*, thnw her voto from hito, her besi 
defender against a tyrant . When this iict was ^fore l&e Senate, he was 
president pro tem* of that honorable body.^ He was in the chair, and had 
tiie appointment of the . committee Which had to consider the. report 
upon the plan 0/ adjusting the tariif diificulties. In this high place, with 
this power, he waswamed — I will "toot say by whopii* — not to put a cer- 
imin genUeman (John M. Clayton, of Delaware) on the commHlee. 
The reason wa>, that there weie rival plans^ one proposed^ by the; Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, of whom, und whose metepres that geatleman.was 
the frien4 ; and the other plan wi^ that .of the Administration t|»en in 
power. That Administration was. .governed .by one of twa yotives, 
perhaps by bpth^ in wishing to defeat this act. They wished, certainly, 
to give preferen'ce to their own plan, and to deprive tlTe authors of this 
of the honor of the compromise ; and, perhaps, the head and cKief 
wished nothing ^o much as the opportonity to apply **ihe' second 
section" to the leaders of resistance whom 'he charged more with treason 
to Amu peirsonally than to the country. The pxesident pro tem« of tha 
Senate knew well the dan^r of defef|ting this act^ but when orders were 
issued to him fiot to appoint its friend 4md advooato 0% the committee, 
Vbatwas his -reply? Tb^ i^ply'of that sage^ and patriot, ilnd beto-* 
hero hie was, Dor he had, like his chief^ bete in the wars-rl^s reply was a 

• \ " ... 
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plcft to the jansdSetiQii of «py power .to,dictato tbe ttaoBer of dtsc1uii|pQg 
Bie duty. He toM Um man who aMiimed ^« ftothontj : ^ Yoo are too 
late. Mr. ^Jlayton is appointed; and, if he was not. he shoidd be. I 
Toted for the .Force bill as a decision merely thai the Govemment had 
the power io execute Us laws. I net^r intended it should operate or 
aetnally be pot in foroe against any of my conntrymen who happened to 
differ from me in opiniQn, and whd are as honest and conscientioos m 
their opinions at I am in miner ' And» haying Toted fol^ it,*! will aflbrd 
eyery opportunity to legishitiop Sn my power, to prevent its effeei^" 
And this, sir, prodaced the first oanse of difference iMttween him and 
Oen. Jackson. He muzzled the blood-hounds^ disappointed his chief 
of his prey, aid^d the compromise, and ^Te peace to a distracted 

peoplCi 

•' • ■ 

^ Judge White's panotoality and devotion to businen, aai^ haye 
lemarked, were nqpt Exemplary.* "His deportment in the Senate/' 
says a.senatorial CQptemporary, . <'was quiet andT dignified. He spd^e 
W Httle,.bat when he did^it was to^tbe purpose.. He was vefy 
attentiTe to what was going on; aad I hsife oftsti seen him ia his 
ceat| Almost the only: listener to a dtiU speech. I onoe remarked to 
bim that I thought him the be^t listiener to speakers ofili the 
Senate. His reply was to thb effect: 'Well^ it is my duty to be 
here : .and wken a member is speakingi nothing else eah be done, so 
I keep my feat abd listen to him. I find that I pim leimi something 
ftoro even the poorest- speech that is mlide here.' " The writer adds, 
,irtth great ti^, << This ws^.a just remark ; for however' inoompeteot 
a speaker may -be to diseuss the qa^tion which is the subject of his 
^>eeeh| and however deficient in geiiei'^ intelligence, he will usually 
etiggest some facto, and make some remarks worthy the attentioii of 
these better informed and more able."* 

Judge White's regularity in attendance w<ui extreme and temaik- 
eble. ' He was always is l^ia place. '' I ^now of no man/' said a dis- 
tinguished member of Coi^ress, "except Jtidge Marshal], who rides 
about ihe dty sp Ufttle in earriagBS." It.^as his habit to repair to the 
capita every morning immedii^ly after breakflttt> and to spend the 
time in the oommittee<>rOom until the regular, hour of convening 
Congress. So universally was tlus the eas0 that he became piover^ 
bial for b^ing the^rst man in the Senate, -and the last to lewve it 
Col. £. H. Foster^ bis odileague during his last term, one day te- 
msrked to his cpmpanions that he was detwmined to have it said that 

• Hon. John M. Niles, lately deceased. 
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be had beaten Jttdge White at the ^pitol %l l^oat onee. 'Ateord- 
iaglyi he departed one morning in great haate; and npoik reaching 
the Senate chamber found it vacant Quite delighted at haTing 
aocomplished what he ooniidered so great a feat, ho exclaimed : ** I 
am eatisfiedy I have beaten the ' sjEeleton * once in my life/' Bat 
upon entering the oommittee-room he tb^re found the Jadge, atand^ 
lag in the middle of the floor, and holding a bundle of papem ' He 
had a Jieartj laugh at the disappointment of Ool. Foster, who, seating 
biffiaelf,.jremarked, <' It is useless to try any further, Judge; yo)i are 
entitled to the palm«'' 

Judge White was not less strict In the observatioe of all arranges 
meats necessary for his sessonable arriTal at Washington^ than in 
the performance of. hijr official duties when there. No ordinaiy 
eircamstaniMS prevented ^him from setting out upon his journey at' 
tfie ^pointed time.. The valley of Viiginla being die nearest and 
most frequently t|«velfed route, hir colleagues, journeying on horsO' 
back, would frequently stop and vest a few. d^ with' him« In 
the hli of 1832, Hon. Felix Ghundyi-with another member, paid 
the Judge a visit of ihis kind* . He had fixed upon the next Monday 
morning tojcommence his journey^ Sunday night a deep snow fell. 
The visiteis did not relish the idea of turning out in sndi .weather. 
Perceiving this, their host said, '^ Oentlemen, he|!^ are my house and, 
servants at your service. Order what yon. Waa<» and make youn 
eelvea perfectly at home. The time has cotiie for jne to leave; and 
I must go.'' The o^ers made some pleasant reoiaik in ^vply about 
his ^M &shioned habits,'' bat on the whole^ thought it not best^.to 
separate themselves from such good company ; and tike three legisli^ 
tors accordingly, upon the Monday morning, set oqt together. 

On another occasion, he had allowed himself time to mak^ a-visit 
to friends in Philadelphia. The fiunily' invited tDcrtain of tbcfr 
acquaintances tor meet at their home and pass the evening with him. 
Judge Whiter however, without knowing this cirotunstanoe, had fixed 
upon that day to leave the city, and no importunities could induce 
bin) to remain. He had allowed himself just time enough to reach 
Washington in season for the meeting of Congress; and would not 
permit hitaiself to be tardy even for a day. On but que occasion was 
he ever absent from hb seat when Congress eonvened*; and this was 
la 1838, when he was suflhring under severe bodily infirmity. And 
on that occssion, so conscientious wss hoj^ that he intended to resigin' 
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in time fbr the Oovernor to make a fro tempore appointment ; wA 
9ctaally sent in the rengnation/ which| hoireTeri the Groremor 
rtfaaed t6 aooept. ^ * 

While in the pay of the oonntry^ he was accnstomed to consider 
hia iime, strength, and talents the property of his cdhstftuents. He 
safered neither his ^private interests, his personal gratification^ nor 
,(as in the ease of his speech on the Indian question) even the keenest 
and deepest afflictions, to interfere with "their claims. He not only 
performed' the pnhlio dvties of his station^ but was accustomed 
to adjust private claims for individuals, without .compensation. 
I>urittg his early residence in Washington, an old Revolutionaiy 
soldier, living in Claiborne County, East Tennessee^ applied to him 
for the purpese of having his name placed on this pension list.' His 
claims proved valid; and the Judgis presented to the worn veteran 
his pension certificate, together with all his back pay, whidh Bmounted 
to a sum more considerable than the old itian had ever had at one 
time. ^ 'Said he^ with deep gratitude^ '^ Judge White, how much do I 
owe you?'' ''Not one cent, silr,'^ replied the Judge; ''when I was 
a whistling ploughhoy, you were fighting for the liberty of our coun- 
try. ' I then knew, or, indeed, cared but little about it ; but, 'my old 
£riend, I have since learned to estimate tbe value of Aose efforts; 
and to all who fought our battles in those 'times thai tried men's 
aottV I owe a debt of glvtitude I can never repay." 

As an iBstano^ of the Hke scrapt^lousness iu fulfilling prescribed 
duty we may present an extrabt ft6m a letter written to a friend in 
Knozville, in 1888, in relation to his becoming ft candidate for the 
convention which' was to meet in the next May, at Nashville, for the 
purpose of amending the Constitution of Tennessee. Be^ says : 



I have reason to think that Congress will be .in sesnon on the third 
Monday in May, when the Convention is to sit i&'NMhrille, 750 miles 
distant .To reach that point in season, I must leave this the first of 
May, th^ most important basiness of the session probably still unfinished. 
The General Assembly elected me to the Senate. The same body^ 
though not the same men, fixed the time for the meeting of the Conven- 
tion ; when it must have been expected that Ifae Senate would Chen be 
in session. Under these circumstances, were I to abandon my post here, 
for the one proposed,.!; feel that I could not assign any reason for so 
doing, which ought to be satisfactory. 
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I hope, my friendi» upote relUctioii, will see th^ praprietj of my'd^ 
eUniiig to oontent thai my name be need m a member of Convention. I 
would Tatber nrre my iviende and n^gbbon tiian any eqnal nnmber of 
people ; bat it onght to be remembered the wbole people of the State 
lent me here^ and thM a small number of the same people cannot give 
AM leave of abeenoe. 



Although his other pnblio duties prevented his oo-operating widi 
friends in this important movement/yet he felt the greatest soU- 
dtude on this subject, and his anxiety that the power should rest 
where it belonged, with the people^ will be seen from an extract of 
another letter to this same friend : ^ 



I have great fears tl^at the alterations whioh may be made in the Con- 
stitntion will not really be amerkdmentt. The idea ought to be constantiy 
impreMed upon the pnblio mind, that no alteration will be part of the 
GottstitnUon, until approved by a vote of the people. In the proposed 
amendments the Convention should insert a provision, that Che Consti- 
tution shall remain as it now is, unless the people, by their vote, shall 
sanction the proposed amendments. 



When Judge'White entered the Senate, ho was fifty-two years of 
age, five feet eleven inches in lioight, of erect form, very slender but 
graceful proportions, and with a firm and elastic step. His brow was 
broad and full, his eyes blue, and deeply set; and his finiily cooi- 
prsssed lips bore testimony to his unwavering tenaoify of purpose. 
His abuddant gray hair was thrown back from his forehead, and 
curled at considerable length upon his shoulders; its silvery waves 
adding to his venerable and remarkable appearance. The usual 
expression of his ftco in repose was sad. When thought deepened, 
this sadness gave way to a look of sternness. Biit both these were 
dissipated under the influence of his social foelings; and at such 
times his whole countenance beoankc illuminated with a bright ex- 
pwBsion of kindness. 

By the talents and virtues^ the strength and integrity of character 
diq)layed in this. eminent station, by seal for the promotion of iho 
public good, by uniform moderation and Ibve of jusitice, by jealous 
Watchfulness over the public wealth, by that indifierence to public 
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honors which prevfut^ him from er;er canyiflsbg for any ofiee, or 
from any other demottstnlioa than the mere ejEpfeaaioQ of his wil* 
lingneBB to fill each plaoee as might render him nsefuly Jodge White 
aeqnired his high rank among the fint men of the nation, and bis 
extended and firmly based influenee among its masses; and like, 
wise the ei^ressiTO and appropriate somame of ^'The Gato of the 
BepnbUo/' 
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letters, showing thst be may in fad be coteidered the author of many 
of the leading -measures of General Jaclcson's Administration^ The 
first two are from General Jackson, and were written immediately 
after his elevation to the Presidency. The first is dated Hennitagei 
Oct 17, 1828: 

I thank you kindly for the suggestions you haye made, and will slways 
thank you lor yonr IHendly ooonsel. We have grown up together, haye 
passed to the top and oyer the hill of life together, and permit me to 
assure you there is no ^ne in whom I haye greater .oomfideaee, in their 
honor, integrity, and Judgment than in yours. 

The second letter bears date Judge Overton's, Deo. 81, 1828. 

I 
I 

It will c^ye me pleasure at all times tCYeoeiye your yiiiws upon all and 
ey^ry subject^ you hAye my oonfidianoe and friendship, and to you and 
Ki^or Eaton I look as my eontidential 



After General Jackson went to Washingipn — Vr* Tasewell, who 
was a wann friend of Judge Wldte-'^ and a fizxn supporter of Genend 
Jackson's Administration says : 

Judge White was one and I belieye the most confidential of all his 
adyisers, as well before as after his inauguration, while the Senate con- 
Unued in session. I haye good reason to justify the opinion, that msny 
of the most important measures, adopted by the President during thst 
-period were the result of the sound adyice given to him by Jnd^ White, 
in whom the Prudent then reposed the most unlimited ccmfidenoe-Hi 
confidbmoe zeslously i^lprod^ted by the Judge, whose personal attach- 
ment to Genersl Jackson wss most ardent and devoted. 

When the Senste adjourned in 1880, Judge White went home and did 
liot return until the comnienoement of the next s^<m*. I was prevented 
firom tsking my place in that body until Feb, 188Q. Very soon after 1 
tool^ itiy seat, t saw very plainly that new relations bad sprung up between 
the President and some of his former friends. Judge White did not aeem 
to have observed this ; and his feelings toward Gtenersl Jackson remained 
unchanged, slthough it was evident to all others, that he no longer occupied 
the same place in the estimation o^ the President which he had done. I 
never knew the cahse of this apparent estrangement, but thought It 
might be easily O0i\]ectured. 

The cause which led to a dissolution of General Jackson's cabinet 
in 1831, was General Jackson's determination to have Mi: Van Buren 



LETTER FSOK MB. FOLK. 



248 ' KEHOIS OF HUGH LAWBOK WHITB. 

State may regret to lose joar services in the Senate, bnt no one of then 
sinoerely.attached to o|ir oanse* oan^ I think, or would for one moment 
hesitate, not only to assent to your aoceptaaoe of the new staticn^, should 
It be'offiored to joo, btit to adrise it. We would hazard nothing i think 
in supplying your place in the Senate with « man of tk^ right polUietf 
thooigh nolle can be found in whom the people of the State would have 
80 much <}onfidence aa m yourself.. I trust therefore that you will duly 
i^preolate my motives, when I insist that yon will not decipe if invited 
by the President (of which I have no doubt), to accept a placse in his 
councils. 

Yery sincerdy and truly, 

Your friend, 

JamsbK. 



ITiJBTZLLB, JratrlT/4, ISn. 

DxAB Sib : I hope before this tim^ you have accepted the office of 
Secretary of War. If not, I* now write for the purpose of uniting my 
solieltations and that of *my neighbors in. &vor of your acceptance. 

There is entire confidence here in the proposed n^w cabinet — fi>r myself 
I can say^ it aflfbrdd the first clear sunshiny political weather I have seen 
for ^some time. Whatever your diflS^ence may suggest, rely on one thing, 
there 16 no other man who under all the circumstances will tbaite so mu6h 
public confidence — all past notions of non-acceptance of office &o., should 
be surrendered at' this time for the public good. 

Your friend, 
/ . Teux Gsuvdy, 



Ninmu, Jftfr Itf, isn.. 

Ifr DxAB Sut : When thd' news reached us (1st May), of the resigna- 
tion of the cabinet, the same aocoi^nt brought the suggestions of the suc- 
cessors. From that time until yesterday I have be^ txy Kentitcky on a 
visit to my parents. That the war department has been tendered 
to you, I am tcdd ii iTue. I have been out amongst the people since 
the report went forth, in the south of Kentucky, and in I'eiinessee. 
Tor a range of 150 miles I am sure of public opinion. It is not only in 
favot of your accepting, but that no man could be found so likely to fill 
the station satisfactorily to the West-and South — and all things considered 
it was the very beet selection that cbuld have- been made— the Clay men 
gen^raHy said to me>— ^^ with Hugh White, we are perfectly 'satisfied.^ So 
I find opimon here. The desire that you should accept, is most anxious 
with the Jackson men, and your declining would dishearten very taiany, 
tmder the impression 6f difficulties attending the adminlstrataon of the 
government, that deterred th6 most prudent, and efficient men from 
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tikiiig office under it A thing the fiuihest imaginable from being true, 
under the present aspect of affairs. 

I tihink it dae to the coontry, snd the party of onr opinion , politically, 
that yon ahodld accept the office. 

I would not haye written yon, bat oor friend (General Ooflbe, on being 
informed of the fiicts above, soggested the propriety of my writing— say- 
ing he had done so— and if it did no good—no harm could come of it. 

As a Western man, I shoold feel disagreeable with att strangers in the 
cabinet — one M acquaintance of General J. ought to be there—and a 
man not wanting too much hereaftei^— one that feels as if^ ^4n the fork of 
the poplar, safe from the pack.** Out of Tennessee he cannot be found. 
If yon refuse, we will feel restfye, unsaf^ and anxious. 

The Kentucky people in the south of the State are generally for joffibe 
on the Olay side — the ai(^irants are waiting until they are wearing out 
with age-^are becoming doubtful that a union of N. Ugfat Federaliata 
with Kentucky republicans, if possible, cazmot last — are dropping o£^ and 
if the government ia- successfhlly administered, will not lo'ng seriously 
oppose it.. Sach are the symptoms at present. 

For your health and happiness accept my best wishes. 

J. N. Oatboh. 



Dbab Judgb : I have Just parted from the President. He informs me, 
eoofldentially, .that you hare deolined the office of Secretary of War. 
The old man said he wrote you yeateHay, nrging yon still to accept. 

I know yeor friendship for the President, and I know, too, Judge, tba 
aacrilicea you have ever been willing to mdcefor the loye of yonr oomtry. 
I write this at the request of the old Qeneral, because he says I have 
been present here, and can describe plionly to you the situation of things 
aa they are. The old man says, that all his plans will be defeated mdesa 
you agree to come ; ^ould it be but for a period short of the co(|timianca 
of his Adfninistration. The public haive settled down on yon, Judge, aa 
the man. The wishes and confldence of every one seem to require your 
aoceptaneCb 'Nothing that you can offer will satisfjr your frienda; 
because, as the old man saya— 4hia is a qrisis in which he wishes his best 
friends to be with him — and you well know that yon are the nearest; iK» 
he dedarea. Judge — now for my own views. The good of the country-— 
the honor of your beat friend— -the character of the State— aod^ lastly, ii 
must not be said, that aid is refosed the old chief from Tennessee^ and 
that, too, by Judge White. 

Judge, pardon me for attempting to influence yon. I write becaose I 
know you will do one thing, and that is, believe i^hat I say. Ooold yon 
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Imt -witnissB the anxiet/ of the -G^eTal, n^jSi the ilistress. that IbQknn, 
under the Buppositian that yon will not join him^ I know yon woold 
yield. Toontroly, 

F« W. AsMBTBcnroi. 

The importunities of these mntnal fnends did not saooeed in effect- 
ing their object, and it was detenbined to make another attempt to 
operate upon Judge Whit^' from another quarter. For this purpose 
.General Jackson, accompanied by Jtldge White's brother-in-law, 
Judge Overton, vi^ted Virginia, and conferred with Mr. Tazewell ; as 
it was well known that the relations existing between Mr. Taiewell 
and Jndge White were, of the most intiifaate and friendly character. 
Mr.. Tazewell, in speaking of the alienatioa.of Geaeral Jackson from 
Judge W)ute, says: 

Under this impression, I was someWh^t astonished at an incident 
which I will npw relate. Dhring the summer or fall of ISisi, Geneni 
Jackson, accompanied by Judge Orerton, of Tennessee, paid a Tisit to 
Old Point Oohifort, a watering place not very far from here. So soon ss 
I was able, aft^r I was iufprmed of their arrival there, I called to ^ee 
them. Upon this occasion, I was told by Judge Overton, that the office 
of Secretary of War, then vacant, either had been or would be offered to 
our friend Judge White; and I was asked my opinion as to his qualifica- 
tions to fill it, and as to the probability of his aoeepting it. To these 
inqtih^es I replied promptly, that the war department, during sevenl 
years past, had been getting into much confrision, as I thought, asd that 
none of my acquaintance wajB so well calculated to restore it to order ss 
Judge White, of whose unweaHed industry and sound Judgment I had 
had the best opportunity to form a correct opinion. But that from my 
knowledge of him, I did not believe that he would aooept such tn 
i^pointment Judge Overton concurred in the. opinions I had expressed ; 
and as I l>elieve communicated them to the President For in a yeiy short 
time, similar inquiries were addressed to me by the Pl^esident himself, to 
which I returned the same answecs. He too expressed his apprehennons 
that Judge White might not accept; and requested that I would write to 
him, advising him to do so. With this request I declined to comply; 
stating to Gen. Jackson as my reason for doing so, that I- thought it would 
be indelica^ on my jMurt to give such advice to any one situated M 
Jtidge White then was. I had just heard of the sad domestic bereave- 
ment witii which he had been afflicted. 

When we met in Washington, at the commencement of the next session 
of the Senate, I communicated to Judge White the substanot-of what 
had occurred. He then informed me, thatrthe war department ha4 been 
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offered to him, which he 1^ promptly dedined; and thanked me, wiUi 
. iBuch feeling, fcM* the part I had taken In the aubjeet, of which Judge 
Orerton had informed him* 

ffis otter refusal to accept thia poaition under Qen. Jackaon, and 
tberebj to aid in the eleration of Mr. Van Buren, to the Presidency ; 
bia firmness and impartiality, in faTorihg Mr. Clay's compromise in 
1832 ; hia endeavors to check the constantly increasing patronage of 
the execudve, by voting against large appropriations, to be expended 
aa the President might choose ; and above all, his permission to his 
fiiends to use his name as a candidate for the Presidency, in opposi- 
tion to Mr. Van Burezi, gradually alienated Gen. Jackson from him, 
and at last widened the breach between them, until they became 
totaUy separated in- their feelings and principles. 

Judge White's position in the Senate now became singular. If 
diere was any one of his own political sect whose judgment ooineided 
* with his, the moral, courage was wanting to stand by the side of one 
looked upon as a victim marked ft>r destruction. But this isolation had 
no terrors for Judge White. Although Lis course waa necessarily 
aolitaiy, yet- it waa marked with a fixed determination at any hazard 
^ to maintain what he believed sound principles and sound practices^ 
under the supposition that his constituents, when they re-elected him 
to office in 1835, intended he should resist every attempt of x the 
executive through his patronage to influence public opinion;" and but 
few public men ever received such decided marks of approbation, or 
were so fiilly sustained in their course, aa he by the people of his own 
State. 

When the subject ofthe Presidency was agitated in 1838, and Mr. 
Clay and Mr. Van Buren seemed likely to be the fiivorite candidatea 
of the two parties, Judge White, who had opposed the ruinous policy 
pursued by the latter, in his .administration of the government, did 
not stand aloof because he could not find a candidate to suit his own 
views in every particular. Had it been his province to nominate one, 
he would not have selected either of these gentiemen, as he differed 
from them both upon important questions ; but as this was not his 
prerogative, and he felt no disposition to occupy a neutral position, he 
deemed it expedient to support the one whose policy Would best pro- 
mote the interests of the country. Witii these views his choice waa 
fixed upon Mr. Clay, and he avowed his determination as a private 
citizen to susiain him for the Presidency — ^but at the same time 
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deolarad his ptiipoae to resist in the Senate, anj measure wliicli in hit 
judgment might be adverse to the prosperity of the nation. Instead 
of Mr. Clay, Gen. Harrison was the nominee of t&e Harrisborg Con- 
vention, and'although Judge White would have preferred the former, 
he announced his determination to support the new candidate. This 
lie would doubtless have done in good fiiith had his life been spared. 
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do, in such an event — Judge White addressed a letter to his friend 
Mr. Polk, and received the following answer : — 

Ooujiniii,i8^. Ml UH 

Mt Dxab Sib : I reeeiyed your lettei* of the 26th ult. on yesterday. 
I am surprised and astonished at the information which has heea 
oommunicated to you — thatime qf your oldest and ino$t wUued Jriend$* 
now high in office^ has said that ^* he wiU denounce you ae eoon aeit is 
ascertained that you are vnUing to he a candidate,'" Se, There must be 
some mistake about it. It oertiunly cannot be so; and unless your 
information comes in a most unquestionable shape I should be slow to 
believe it, but should much sooner suspect that the communication came 
from an interested source, or from one having some object to eflbet, by 
separating in feeling at least, old and long tried personal and political 
friends. It has not )>een a great "While since the person to whom I pie- 
aome you must allude, gave public evidence of the estimate in whidi he 
held your private and public character.; as Well as of your capacity for 
high ofl^c^ by ills willingness to have you associated with him in highly 
confidential and responsible public relations. This opinion of you was, 
Ihnoto, long since that time unchanged, and I have never had any reason 
to believe, for one moment, that his former confidence ux you was in the 
slightest degree impaired. I would much sooner suspect the accuracy of 
my information therefore, than yield for an instant to the impressioii 
which the infonnation itself is calculated to make upon your mind. 
Nothing could pain mutual flriends more, than the idea, that anything 
could occur, to break up, or in the least disturb the intimate relaticm at 
private friendships which have- existed for more thaaforty^year% or to 
separate those now in the evening of life, who for So many years have 
acted together upon pubUc affidrs, and who have always agreed — ^with 
perhaps unimportant ezceptionsrH}pon all measures of public policy, and 
especially those which }iave engaged the public attention, during the 
present and pending Administration. 

I am very sincerely. 

Tour friend and obt servt. 

Jam K. Pouc 

It would Jippear from the contents of the above letter that Mr. 
Polk was at that time not well informed as to t}ie sentiments of Qen. 
Jackson in regard to his successor ; but so soon §8 he became fully 
satisfied on this subject, a certificate which we will insert presently, 
will show, that his determination was taken, to shape, his course 
according to the President's wishes, although motives of perBOiud 
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policy, and the watcbftil eye he ever kept in the direction of bis own 
political aggrandizement, decided him not to define his position until. 
after his re-election the ensuing August 

It was already understood that the party ^fould support the nomi^ 
nee of the Baltimore Convention. Judge White's friends determined 
that at the meeting which was organized to test his strength, hia 
claima should be presented without respect to this convention* No 
one better knew than Messrs. Grundy, Polk, and Johnson, what 
would be the result of the Baltimore Convention, and none better 
understood the olject of this meeting and yet in the &ce of all this 
they made slight excuses for absenting themselves fronr the meeting 
— ^but at the same time, avowed that they were in &vqr of Judge 
White, and privately pledged themselves to his support, as the certi- 
ficate above referred to, shows. 

The followiLg letter written a few weeks after this meeting by 
Judge White to K Alexander, Eeq-^shows the course these gentle- 
mep were pursuing towards him. 



r, JSm. is, 18881 

Mt Dbab Bat: I have avoided, during the present session, writing to 
any person when I have not beefi compelled to answer letters, for rea- 
•ons obvious to yon. 

While society is employed in scrutinirin^ my character with a view to 
know whether they will wish to employ me in a public station different 
from that ^vhich I now occupy, I hold that I ought so to conduct myself^ 
as to give no reason to suspect that I am saying or doing anything wjth 
A view to influence the public Judgment. 

Ihree of my ooUeagaes, Grdndy, Polk, and Johnson, 'think the use of 
my name as a candidate for -the highest office known to our govemment| 
may be the meana of .breaking up the democratic partgr, that it will bd 
disapproved by my own State, and that by not stopping the use of it, J 
am placing myself in a sitnatlon that must destroy me at home, as vi^eU 
as abroad. In^this vi^w of things they are zealonsly and cordially sup- 
ported by Judge Oatrbn, who has been here some time. Mr. Laughlin 
from Nashville, arrived here on the 8th inst., and It is said' comes here 
to aid these gentlemen by his services as a letter writer. 
, All the other representatives from Tennessee think difTerehtly, and 
urge, in conversation, my pretensions, and represent the wishes of my 
Btate as being different from what Is urged by Mr. Gnindy and those 
who act with him. Which of them ia right, I do not profess to know. 
All I have sud, and all I will say is that IhoM had no agency in tiaunng 
my name to "be uted and I wiU not prohibit thstuo<if it. My political 
friends at home and abroad I hope and t!elieve have not used It, and' will 
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not nse it for any purpose otber than the intermit of the Qonntry; and 
irbenever they are satisfied the oountiy will be iignred, not b^efited, 
bj its use, they will give me sincere pleasure by withdrawing it. 

Neither Mr. Grundy, Oolonel Polk, Oolonel Johnson, nor Jadge Oatron 
has ever alladed to the sabject in conversation with me, and I cannot but 
feel it personally unkind, that any of them should be ii\)nring me in the 
judgment of strangers without knowing /h»n inyM{^ whether I deeerre 
their condemnation or not. 

The honorable Judge ia, I think, treating me with great nnkindness to 
l^ye every body else the benefit of the information he has acquired in 
his eztensiye travels, and withhold it all from me. 

He is viewed by some of my friends as a political commissary, senlxmt 
to receive Just such news as he has brought, and in consideration of his 
endeavors to detract from my standing hei:e, and destroy me at home, he 
hopes to fill the first vacancy sm the bench of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which can with propriety be c^ven to hiin. In all this 
matter I feel no personal interest ; a greater personal Avor could not 
well be bestowed on me, than by teaving ma at home after the 4th of 
March next. 

These people are preparing for a great effort in Tennessee next sum- 
mer* Tjiey think they oan send to the legislature such materials as will 
supersede me in the Senate. Thus dropped, my pretensions to anything 
else are at an end. 

I put up no pretensions to anything, and therefore can never be dis^H 
pointed.. 

Subsequent Events showed Judge White's surmises to be correct 
A correspondence in February, 1835, may demonstrate that Polk and 
Johnson, at least, had determined to pick a quarrel with Judge White 
if possible. He had made certain inquiriee of. them as to^^nomina- 
tion.for the district attorneyship of West Tennenee. The note oon> 
taining the inquiries was answered by the following sour epiatle, in 
lir. Polk's handwriting : 

WiMiVQiiMi Otttf JFM. SB| 1818. 

DsAB SiB : We have received your letter of yesterday, in relation to 
the nomination of Mr. Brown, of Nashville, to be District Attorney of 
West Tennessee, which you inform us is now pending before the Senate. 
You express your surprise at this nomination, as you "had not heard of 
Mr. Collingsworth^B resignation, and knew that Mj*. Brown had come to 
this place as an applicant for the office of Judge in Arkansas.'' You state 
that we " are the only members of the Tennessee delegation who have 
Kconm^ended Mj*. Brown,", and you " therefore presume" that we " are 
the only ones herp acquainted with the circumstances,*" snd you " there- 
fore ask" us " to inform" you " whether the profession in Nashville snd 
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resignation, so that reoonunendations for otheos mii^Vhavo heen fur- 
nished before the nomihation of Mr. Brown.'* In answer to this inquiry 
we have to sttfte, that it is known ta jon, that we left town early in 
KoTember. At that timQwe had not heard the restgiiation of lb*. Col- 
Ungsworth spoken of^ and whether and to what extent hk intentioQ to . 
resign had snbseqnently to that time attained publicity, yon as well as 
pther members of the delegation have the same means of' knoVing that 
we' have. * * * f^e h^ye to regret the opinion which yon seem to 
havd formed that '^tHe <^ise as it stands Is calculated to make the Impres- 
sioii that there Has been a secret contrivance to have Mr. Brown 
appointed, before his brother l&wyer could be apprised- that the office was 
vacant.*^ ' We are not aware of any such '^sectet oontHyance." We do 
not heliere ihat any suteh exists ; but if there he the slightest grounds for 
Bfioh an opin)|Oft, we are wholly ignorant of it. If it is intended by you 
to convey the idea that we could be capable of lending otuselves to any 
SPQch ^'secret contriwice,'* we feial ourselves called upon to repel an in- 
sinuation which, your awtf sense of Justice tnasC satirfy you, liothing in 
our conduct, pub^c or private, has ev^. justified. Ton must know thilt 
the Presi^nt'of the United States, wh6 made the nomination, is eqoally 
incapable of lending Himself to. any such **8eeret coiitrivances,'* idr'the 
advancement ctf any such purposes* as those indicated in your letter. 
Tou must toow farther, that the President of the United States was Inti- 
mately acquainted With the members of the4)ar at Nashville, as much so 
'Itt'any representative of ^ the State could be, Jand fWnn his knowledge of 
their quidifications and character was in possessioft 'of information to 
etuible him to make the nomination vdthout aAy recommendatioif what- 
ever. Althotigh this was the case, and was known to us, still we did liot 
hesitatej ai the'request of Mr. Bro#a, to address the letter in his behalf 
to' the (^resident, whfeh we infer f^m your letter, has been oomriiunicated 
to th^ Senate, and read by you. In rac6mmending Mr. Brows, \we have 
done nothing more than.we h^ve often 'done for other tdtizens of thb 
State, who have desired letters to be addressed to the. executive for ap- 
pointmente within hi^ gjUt. We think, it probable thait you and others 
of the delegation have often addressed such letters to the President. '*.- ^ 
It is proper that we should add that we have understood that a reoom- 
mendatien had been signed by some members or the bar at Nashville, 
(though we iiave never seeiCi^i in fiivor of the appointment of anothw 
person. The President, wil!h a personal knowledge of botb gientiemeh, 
as weH as of the other memberv of the bar at that place, postossed infor- 
mation altogether sufficient to enable him to select a person qualified for 
the office. He has chosen to nomxnsite Mr.%Brown« ' 

Toor obedient Berv^nts, 

JajuCs E. Pole, 

« . ' 0. JomndH. 

17 
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To ijm prickly efrusiDi Judge White ^DBweied immediatelj and 
tempefalelf, hut with all needed plainnaaa, as Mows: 

. ' Qestlmmsm : Tour favor of this data^ in answer to mine of jesterdajt 
was h^ded me a«few minutes sin^ 

DnriDg the last sess^nof Oongreas an idea was somehow taken vp in 
West Temiessee, that Mr. Collingsworth would not be re-ap|x>inte^; and 
several members of the bar w.e^ ^ppUoaots for the office in .caw it ^vld 
be vacant. Hr. Collingsworth was, however, app<rintod and cenUnned 
in office until 25th of January, when he, resigned* His reejgnation was 
received at the 8,tate department on the 2d February, and on the 4th Kr. 
Brown was nominated, and mtil, some days after the itomination, I had 
no knowledge that Mr. Collingsworth had resigned. I had been informed 
that Mr^ Brown^s business here was to procure the ofl^ of judge m 
Arkansas. * 

Under tbese circumstances I reslly did think, as I had hear4 of no appli- 
cation on beh^f of any other gentleoian, and as there did not appesr 
among, the papers, any'reeommendation thU winter fnKn the psofesstod, 
that it waa- my duty to the j^(ession to make s^mie inquiry to know 
whether they had been fidrly iceated. I. tbtknd no recommendation from 
any«df my coUeagoes except yeu, and very naturally concluded you conld 
give me the information I desired ; and hwas the more inclined to'ap^y 
for it, having alWays had a good opinion o^Mr. CoUin^iworth, witli whom 
I was acquainted, and heying received a veiy ))i^ character of Mr* 
Brown, from friends; in whom I had cpnfidence. 

I regret to see the spirit in which' this inquiry is met in your letter ; 
/md that you feel yourselvos called upon to ^^vep^^ what you wrp pleased 
to £uicy an imputation nppn yours^ves, and upon the President of ihe 
United States, l^either of you believes for one moment thai I intended 
to iasinuato .anythijig to his disadvantage, nor can you beUeye from the 
style of my letter ^at I intended any impntation vcpoii Mr. Brown. . I 
sincerely wish that if ever the Resident should be attacked, when he has 
few friends, l^e may find as many aealous JEidvocates as he now has when 
he has piore fri^onds than he can pnyvide for^ 

I have too loug knoyvn the Ftesident to insinuate aught to his disad- 
vantage, or that he. is c^^le of sanctioning a secret contrivance to dp any- 
thing tnoorrect if he knew it; but, I tell you. in candor, that I, have n^t 
the same exalted opinions of all other. Many of those who beset him 
witii ipcofessions of friendship, I think eveiy way capable of making eveiy 
eent out of hipi they can, «ther by telling what they know to be untme, 
or by suppressing what tk^j ki^w to be true. 

It will be time enough for yo,i^ to repel insinuations against yourselves 
when yon have reason to think they are xnade. When /i^Ake Uiem, they 
ehall be in langiage not to be mlsnziderBtood, and'sttpported by facts 
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ifhicli w21^ renialii, imy efforts t^ rep4 them to ibe oonfrary oo^mth* 
finding. . ' . " ' 

I aio, with great Mpec^ your obedient' ievyant,, 

* Hu. L.. Vhipb.- 

♦ • 

Despite these bold assertions by Messrs. PdUc a^d Johi^soo, there 
can be no ^loubt of tbe' duplicity of their conduct regarding Jud|^ 
White; «iid of Mr. Grundy's participation in the sanie, the followi^ 
eoiT€«pondeaGe .leqMeiing him and Mr. Polk appears to furnish si^- 
cient evideBce, 

• Tov^'sir, most remember, that as Wx)n as the subject of th'e meeting was 
taken up, it was men^oned, as a matter of re^t, thi^t sU the members 
of the drfegation friendly to, the Administration weire not present, as it 
was very desirable t^tr the views of all should be known, and, that which- 
ever cours^ should be resolved upon, should be done by the* unaninioub 
voice of the d^legatiiHi; To this it was ^replied by one-of the undersigned 
that although a part of the delegation were not present, the absent gentle- 
men had been consjnlted upon the subject of the meeting, and that t&eir ' 
vieWs had been expressed, and "vtrere known to one . or more present. 
Wh^ienpoa one of the.undersigned (Luke Lea) stated that he had requested 
Ool. Polk to attend the meeting, and that he said he did Aot think he oeuld 
do so, owing>to the 'personal relations in which he stood jto some ef the 
delegation, and asked the velator^s advice upon the subject, but altihough 
h^ declined attending,* lie stated he was for Judge .White m preference to 
any other man for the Pr^sidency^— that the people of his -distfi^ wenr 
for him, and that he would go as fiir as any o£ the ddegation,in aupport 
of his depti^ under any cirenmstanoes tl^atlie. Judge White, woidd )>er- 
mit ins name to be used. Another one of th^ undersii^ied (JimicfB StaA- 
difer) stated thlit he had conversed with M/. Grundy upon the subject of 
Judge White's being a <$andidate, and had requested him to attend this 
meeting; that Mr. Grundy said that he did n6t know that it would'be 
aHogetlier proper fof him to attend the meeting, but tf Judge White was 
biought out, he would show by his actions that he was as mudi Us Meb4. 
as any other man, and would support hiip w^ any way in which he would 
permit his name to be ru^ 'The same member stated, that he had seen Mr. 
Bl^r, who wais out ef the city th/it evening, and tht^t Mr.^ Blair had told 
him, that Judge White was^his choice; that he woilM be found as earnest 
in his support as any other man ; ^d that he would co-operato with tHe 
delegation' in whatever, coq^ ^ey should adopt,, to bring Judge White 
out. ' " . . . •• 

^Hii^ was the substance, and as near the. language ka we clb recolleot^ 
of the report made in^our ^earing^ of the views ^ef those gentlemen who 
Wta^ abse^t^^apd whose coK)perat]Qii was sought. When they had 
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finislfed, you remarkeil tliat, as to Mr. Grnndy ami Col. Polk, fan conld 
state, that they stated to you last summer, at Nashyille, that thejr shonltl. 
support Judge White, if he was a oandidale/ One. of the undersigned 
inquired Vhetlier Mr. Grundy and Col. Polk mentioned in tliat eonrersa- 
tioi# whetlier they expected Judge White to be nominated by a national 
oonyention "before they would give liim tlieir'support. Totf replied, tliat 
notliing wa9 taid 'i^ut a convention, and that ^yo(u understood tlian to 
mean they would suppbrt Judge White, if he w(is run as a candidate, In 
tiff way he would suffer his naftie to be used; The undersigned clearly 
understand from what you said, not only that those genttem^n were 
anxious to run Judge Wliite, but thfit you, as tlteic friend, were putting 
U their claim to be considered original Wliite men. They furtlier con- 
sidered this. disclosure as an evidence of the seal and sincerity witii-whick 
youespoused the cause .6f Judge White. ^ ;^ 

[Signed] J^AJtss SrunHFtB, 

.** * ' ^. ' Bau^Psttoh, 

WiuJAn M. Xsrei, 
• . ' \ JoHH Bkx, 

JOHKBlFoMfflBIlB, 

* -• . ^ * ' LukvIju:, 

David W. Jhctasaom, * 

To the Hon. Oatx JoHHBoa; 

» • • »• 

P. 8; In making ajepori to tiie meeting of what my c6lleagae Hr. Bkir 
aaid when apl>liecl to to attend the meeting, I omitted to state that Hr. JPlair 
objected to any formal nomination 6f Judge White for the PresldoMsy by 
the ddegation. I did not understanil tluJt any member of the delegation 
proposed to nominate Judge White under their names. \ 

' Jajoeb Stakdifkb. 



I do not r^Ibet th^ pardcida^ of the conversation which Mr. Johnson 
aai^ took place between }am and Mr. Grundy and Col. Polk, at Kasfaville, 
last summer, but tbt^ impression I have is, that'liiey expressed themselves 
fttyorable\to the pretensions of Judge White for the Presideney. 

Wk. k' Ikot. 



..« - 



• : /) 

T|ie nieeting ot a part of the TenUessee dislegatio^ in Congress, in De* 
oediber last, for the purpose of consulting together as to tlie propriety of 
rtlnning Judg^ White as the successor of Gen. Jackson to iihe Presidency, 
was a project of my^wn without being prompted by any one. My 
reasons for asking my coUlMi|niee to mdet was, that wh^ talking to the 
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d«Iegati<m thej all, Mih whom I spolce on the;iub|ecii said fiiey'were in 
favor of Jadge Wmto^bat I was oocasionaUj told that Judge Grandy and 
CoL Polk were opi>06ed to him, which I did not believe. Being on the 
stri<stttt terms of fHendship with Gmndy and Polk, I mentioned to them 
the reports I had heard,. informing Col. Polk I hiCd deard that whcoi be 
fSHod through Pennsylvania a short time before the meeting of Oopgress, 
he had been speaking in opposition ^ 'Jadge White; he denied th^ tmlJ^ 
of the report, and appeared angry ; and to convince i^e of his att^hm^t tp 
White he spoke in -the highest terms of him — saying he bc^arded with him, 
and complained that he'shonld be so badly belfed. ' Ool. Polk inquired 6^ 
me if Ool. Bell was for White: I told him I did not' know, I nnderstood he 
was V he said he hadnndei^tood that Bell had written let^rs; which could 
be produced, tb some of Mr. Van Bnren's Mends, indudifg them to think he 
-was for Van Buren; . I informed Judge Ghnndy "that I hi|d hbard he waa 
exposed to.Whitey and waa throwing diffionltieB in the way of his^ejeption, 
which he denied, and said no man coidd say so and tell the truth. . He 
tben inquired how CoL BelT was going, I told 'l^m I did not know, not 
being in the- habit of oonversing with him on those subjects,^ but had 
understood he would support White. Judge Grundy observed that Bell 
was playing a double'game,. to which I replied, if he was paying a ddubl^ 
game I was too old a politician not to ^tch him. I then determined to 
ask & meeting: of my colleague for the purpose of consulting" as to the 
propriety of rupning ;Judge White-; but anoCher object with me, whidk I 
did not disclose, was to ascertain who was playing the double game. 

The first or second person I spoke to fn. relation to the meeting, was 
OoL Bell, on the morning of the day before the meeting, on Pennsylvania 
Avenue, on our way to the Capitol. If^hen I mentioned th^ object of the 
meeting^^and requested his ^ttend^nce, he hesitated, and spoke withcau^ 
tioil, and seemed to metoure his words. He was well apprisjed that I Ud 
voted for Xk>l. Polk against him for Speaker, which I supposed was the 
treason of hid hesitation w&en I mentioned the subject of the meetii^ iKf 
hims. ' I insisted we ought to meet and consult together, and lUKiertuin* 
whether' we were all for supporting Judge White, or.whal; other course 
we had ]>etter pursue.' He j^ last said, if the members of his own State 
lyiet to considt together, he did not know that he could refhse. . About 
the time of the House's meeting that morning, I mentipned the intended 
dieeting to such of my cdlleagues 48 I saw. I saw Ool. Polk in his com- 
mittee-room, and mentioned to him the contemplate meeting, and re-' 
quested liim to attend. He inquired If OoL Bell would attend ; ' t told him 
what Bell had said to me,'and that I supposed he ivould. Col. Polk then 
declined, semarking that he and Bell were not on .speaking terms, and thkt 
Ids oonstitu^ts would not approve of his oobsnltidg i^ith a man he would 
not speak to. I^en told Ool. Polk I would ask Mi^ Lsa ^ call and^see 
liim on the aulijeot; h^ replied he would bcr ifiBdio aee Mr. Lea at'ai^ 
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tiine. Tfben ^dge OVnhdy Vas reqaeited toattend, he made use, of die 
•xpreoioiis "npotied to the meeting. ^ ' 



• I 
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Polk, Grundj, Johnson, and Catron, aill became fierce opponents of 
Judge White, and denounced Lim as a deserter from the Repubticaa 
ranks. .Wh/eth6r Jud^ Catron was working* for payor not| mo^ 
perhaps j^mun uaoertaiii* But it is not uncertain that he fiUed the 
fi^t vacancy that ocoorred afterwards on the Supreme Btnch. 
. As had been predicted, er^ry means was used by these gteilleneii 
to iaduee ihe- legislature of 1835 not tora^lect Judges Wbite. to the 
Senate ; but the pepple of NTehnessee to6 well undei'stodd their course 
to be influenced by them. Mr. Polk; 'however, WHs steiisdy to his 
purpose. From this time forwani,' evelything that could be done i^ 
4one by l^itii, both publicly and privi^tely, to injure Judlge White, 
^e misrepresented his course, by giving, \ii ^ "Address to the 
peoplci'^ garbled extracts from his Speeches ; took the stump against 
him; and undoubtedly furmshedhis organ tub Nashrille with mate- 
.rials which he had every i)|Baso{i to &now were untrue. During the 
session of ^830, when the tnstnicting Resolutions were before the 
legislature^ it was^ currentiiy reported and believed, that Governor 
Polk amended the caucus meetings, and was unceasing in his efforts 
to have them jpassed; 

The sequel of these resolutions is before the world. They drov« 
Judge White ^^m the Senate. When .this was accomplished, CoL 
Polk, with his usual diplomacy, after the death of Jud^ Wliite, which 
soon followed, Attempted to make capital of their having so long 
acted in. concert :—^and his organ avowed that Judge White \ad 
alwayk been t ^ strict constructionist of the Constitution'* — ^therebi 
paying him the highest comfdimcnt according to its views that^M^uIf' 
be passed upon a politician. 

There had never b^n any special mtimacy between Judge White 
ftnd Col. Johnson. They were colleagues in Congre^ and boarded 
at the same house. An i^pection of MS. letters ancl papers, reveals a 
coincidence, ^hich is* noticed here more with a view to show die 
nature of ^e diarges that were mad^ against Judge Whit^ as well 
as the character of tlje men who made theiA^ than as of any grest 
importance in ittelf» In Mr. Johnson's stuflip speeches in 1685 he 
sAys^ ^ Wlien General JackBon ^as surrounded with difBouItiesi and 
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when it was nee o Mwyfor him ip have by his side some of his 6ld 
%dA welMiied friends — he called upon Judge White and <iflfered him 
the appointment of Secretary of State. Judge While declined to 
accept die ofibr. He then offered it to Mr. Van Buren. He stepped 
forward^ and accepted, ^ce th^ he has been the main piUar of the 
Administration.'' 

It would seem that t^e leading Jackson men must have kpown, 
that Mr. Van Buren received his appointment upon General Japkson's 
going into power, and not, as CoL Johnson supposes^ when he was 
aunounded with difficulties. Instead of Mr. Y^ Buren'* extricating 
General Jackson from these difficulties, he was'thar very cause. But 
it is a little*^ strange that^is chaige, should be in substance the very 
aame that was made against Mr. Johnson himself in 1833 ; and that 
he should, as the following correspondence |>foTe8, have called on 
Judge White fo^, and actually procured, his certificate to proTf that 
to the best of his knowledge he hiui on a formed occasion, sustaified 
General Jackson's Administcation. * 

Olaustiuj% ilprH S0a;i8S8^ 

DsfB Sib: I find upon my aniyal in my district such a variety of 
stories in circulation as to the course pursued by me,' as a member from 
Tennessee, that I Ibel myself somewhat under the necessity of calling ott 
ipy friends fat the expression of an opinion as to the coune i^unmed by 
ae at Washington, as the most ready means of putting an end to the 
Tarions stones drcalaied hefee. It is said here, that I have been, and am, 
ofriendly to the President and his Administration. Such genersl and 
undefined charges are sosroely worth notice; but as I have;two of the 
etrongest men in the' district to contend with, it is a matter of some 
importance tome, to suppress if -possible all inch aoousationa. I know 
they have had their ori^ from Ufjof Eaton, and W. B. L. in conse> 
^pienee of the cousepuiraed by me in relation to the OhiokasaW treaty, 
but that is never urged as aa evidence against me^ If therefore you f&A 
no delicacy in the expression of an ojrfnion upon my course, you would 
greatly oblige nm by stating whether I have not uniformly sustained the 
Administration; and whether I have not been always so esteemed among 
members: I am not aware of hsving separated fix>m my political friends 
npon ally important question, except the Force Bill, which I thought 
unnecessary aifter the passage of the Tariff BilL I diall be a good deal 
pressed by my opponents but do not fear the result. 

Very respectftilly. 

Tour frkndy 

' 0. JOBBBOH. 
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DiAB Sm : Your letter under JAte of the-SOth ult wafi reoeiyed a few 
dajB ago. Yon state that in yonr district /i story ii oironktod that fcm 
are nnfiiendly to the present AdtninistratiQn and wish upon that sobjeot 
a statement from me. 

In answer to this poitnt J oan 6n\f siy, that so fiir as has oome to my 

* * 

Imowledge yon have always in Washington and elsewhere avowed yt»ar- 
self friendly to President Jackson and tils Administration, and J have 
never donhted the sincerity of yonr declarations. Entertaining no dosbt 
that yon were ajrinoere, supporter of the Administratioii, I stat^ jn candor 
that I wiu snrfSrised when I heard of yonr yote against the bill to ooforqe 
the collection of the revenue. * . ' . 

My recollection of the passage Qf that bill, and the one to modify the 
tariff, is different from yoursi You think the bill to .modify the tariff 
was^rs^ passed, and thereby the other ren^esred unnecessary. ' 

My impression is that the bill U^ exMce the <5ollection of the revenue 
>nras first passed in the Senate and sent tb the House of Representatives. 
The9^KC^. Gay's bill to moclify the tariff wis passed by the Senate and 
also sent to the House, The Hous^ then took up the Tariff Bill reported 
by the Ck>mmittee of Ways and Means, an4 amended it by striking the 
whdle of it out and inserting the bill whieh liad been sent by the Senate, and 
thus amended the House passed the Tariff Bill and sent it to the Senate, 
not having finally acted on the bill to enforce the coUeotion of the revenue 
which had' been first sent The Senate took upthe Tariff Bill which had 
been sent fr^m the House and passed it twice and let it lie for a third read* 
ing until it was informed the .House had fljudly passed the bill to enforce 
the oolleotion of the revenue. Upon receiving this information the, 8enate 
took up lind finally passed the Tariff Billi - So that according, to my recdl* 
lection the F«roe Bill, as it is called^ finally passed the Hoiipe before, aqd 
not after, as you suppose, the bill to. modify the tariff* 

But as to my^lf, I repeat I never doubted the sincerity of your attach- 
ment to the Administration, nor do I now, although I differ with yon in 
opinion |u» to the propriety and necessity of passing a bill to enforoe the 
ooUectibn of duties. 

1 With smcere esteem, i ^ ^ 

Your ob^t, servt., 

HV. In WhRS. ' 



« 
« 



•' 
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eountiy, when associated with honesty honorahle, and well-imonned 
men ; and on all occasions and at all places, unfidteringly supported 
the Greneral's claims to the Presidency, both in. 1624 and in 1828. 
Of the estimation ii/ which Gen. Jackson held Judge White, before, 
at, and eren. after the time of the elevation of the former to the Pre- 
sidency, abundant eyidence is extant in the General's own handwritiDg, 
and in that of his well-known confidential fnend& In truth, as a 
well-informed friend of both parties has said, **' the entiljB policy <$f tiio 
Jackson administration was directed by Judge White, bo far as cnr- 
lencj and Indian emigration West were concemed-^which embraced 
two-thirds of the Jackson policy now memorable.*^ 

Major J. H. Eaton writer him as follows, February 28d, 1829, while 
arrangements- were being made for the oiganization of the cabinet 
apd for tiie det^rminatipp of the course of the Administration : 

Dkas &m : 4 letter reoeir^ some time ago iirom Ckn. Jac^son^ stated 
he desired y^ or me^ to be near htm. In a re^nt conversation wi^ 
him, he remarked that he had had a iuH and free conversation with yon; 
and at the close remarked that he desired to have me ^ith him. I pre- 
sumed, witl^oQt inquiring, that he had probably talked with you Km the 
Isubject, a(ld that you had declined accepting any dtpation, as you before 
had told tne would be your flaelings. Nothing definite has taken place 
on this BQuitter between General Jackson and myself and 1 hope yon 
know me well enough and my regard and friendship fbr you^ to know 
this, that I should never permit mjrself to stand inoompeiition with any 
desire you may entertain. If you have any desire, say so to me in eonr 
JideneefjKod itshaU so be received. If you have none, then in ^erenoe 
to every and a]L considerations I should consent to any such appointment. 
Think of this, aild give ine your opinion'frankly. r 

Tour friend 

. ' J. H. EaTov. 

\ 
Gen. Jackson's wish to have him in his cabinet, upon hia fint 

fuseessioa to power, and the anid^ty manifested by both him, and 

his friends^ in 1831, that Judge White should take, charge of the 

War D^artmeht (though, from Mr^ Tazewell's acoounty he seems 

not to have been in full communion with the party at thai time), 

prove the Pr^ident's \mlimited confidence in his integrity and his 

capacity lor business These ^onots were not tendered to Judge 

White in compensation for any favors he had shoi^n the Adminia- 

tration, or. its membera. Botii Genera} Jackaon and his fiienda 

expressly stated that it >tas for the benefit of the Administr** 
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tion Ktid of tlie ooimtiy that they Urged him to aceept ; knowing, full 
we^ that such motiyes only would govern him. Judge White, how- 
ever, decline^ to accept in the first instance^ for reasons best known to 
himselt The cause which led iot the 'dissolution of the ealnnet in 
1831, taA which he relates in his ''Address to the F^men of T^- 
nessee^^-was a scheme, which hewQula not hava sanctioned /or a 
jBoment, under any circumstances, and was doiA>tle88 one caufe of hii 
reftising to go into4he cabinet at thM time: ^ , * 

H0 earnestly desireS to retire from the Senate in 1^9-90 and 31 ; 
but) to please Gen. Jac^n, and his friends, who atettred him they 
ooutd not dispense with 'his services in that body,^he r^m^ned ; and 
while there gave Gen. Ja^bon ^ hearty strpport on all measuresi 
which were not at variance wi£h his professed principles. 

The following quaint -letter from General Jackson ^11 exemplify 
the terms in which the continuance of Judge White's services in the 
Senate, or his acceptance of highec office, was sought, or acknowledged 
by the President : . 

' WASsngrai, OdTrlSM, 188S. 

MrDBABSm:— 

. I have recM your letter from Nashville, 26th ult., and 
am pleased to learn from it your detennination to ):^main in the Senate 
a tittle longer. Your services there, for the present, is^ all-important to 
your country, and your eontinnanoe in the Senate very gratifying .to me. 
The severe sffliotion by the loss of so many of your- children, I was 
aware, made public life a burden to you ; still, I knew the high estima- 
. taon in which your publio services w^ere hel^ by your country, and that 
you would find it diffict|It to obtsin the ooiisent of you^ constituents to 
/«tire ; am. tmly happy that you have oonsei^ted to continue, for I had a 
hope that I would have your aid in the Senate sO long as I remained in 
fhe executive. Both <Mf us, I do 'suppose, would be more contented 
and happy in piivate life; but the loidt hath willed it, and we must 
submit. 

How gratefhl I feel to you for your kind and friendly visit to tiie Her- 
mitage, where lies all that made Ufe desirable to me, and wliosie loss I 
can never oesse to mourn, and over- whose tomb I would like to spend 
the remnan} of jny days in solitude, preparing to meet hep in a happier 
and a better world. 

^ Be pleased to present me kindly to every branch ^ yoi» family, and 
believB me your friend* 

•Sewrltlalntte^riflBaL t So irrliMo 61 th« oi1|laa). 
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Ju^ge Orertoiif a confidential Uand of the Preride«t»' writee in a 
nmilai^ strains* . > • ^ . ' 



^ Nmrxuf, OcC 60,190. 

* * * v^ I pray God t^at yoa may be able to get along amid^ 

yonr aocnmulated misfortanes, without rengning yonr seat In the Senate. 

The GenU* and mys^ are eeneible of your valne to the oonntiy at iD 

limes and nnder any clrcnmstanoee ; but naw, my frfend, yonr pTe^eoot 

. - in the Senate, is all-important * * # The times, especially as respeets 

- the<Senatearepe<\nllarIy detteateandhasardons. 

One staunch, nndeviating and intelfigent Mend thciire naw, is a Jeir«l 
of the first water, and without its compeer, t have always, and so does 
the Gen% yiewed yon as such. Bpt if there be any other, I dq not 
know 'him. ♦ * e • 

Your friend as utad, . ' ' ' 

I J. OrMfsios. 



The following letter, of later date, refers t6 the Secretaryship 
offered to Judge White when General Jackson was reorganizing his 
cabinet, witjn re£erenoo to the snpport'of Mr Van Buien as hia sac- 
oessor in the Presidency. 



. NlBHTILUiStf: 

Dkab Sib : We have' just recdved in handbills the accqunt of a goie- 
ral dissolution of the cabinet at Washington, by resignation of all the 
ppncipal secrcft^iries. I suppose you have seen the same, and probably 
more, as rumor says the new cabinet has been designated, and that you 
are one of them. Thb friends of the President here are highly pleased 
with thd^ firrangemeiit, lind more particularly that you wib be ,wiUi him. 
My dear sir, I know, that you ase not desirous to be. placed in snchja 
situation. We all know that you have ever .refused to accept t)f appoint, 
menls to leave home. But at this particular crisis, when all seems to be 
at stake, and nothing but a firm steady course, to be well marked out, and 
steadily j>ursned, by t)ie Administration, will or can snpport us, and pre- 
vent division in the republican ranks, I hope you will make the sacHficeof 
feelings, aiid accept of appointment if called on by the President ;. and I 
feel assureil that in Jiis present situation, his attention would first; and 
vety naturally turn toward you, in whom he can confide. You and he 
have grown up together, and have passed frpm youth to mature and som»« 
what advanccMd -^ge; your friendship has been^ uninterrupted: yon 

nndentand each other, ^and I belieye yonr political views are the same ; 

/ 

• JMluon: wllh vhon Jodn Orerton wti^fmr Intfa^lii* 
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Mid lh>m thefl^ ^feoumfttaDces atid ia^U, there is-, no one so well fitted to 
be with him as one of his counsellors and advisers, as you are ; and there* 
fore-it is the eame^^.wiili of jonr friends her6 that joa will yield to the 
calL .♦ ♦ ♦ 

I beg ybO) mj dear su;* to aeoefit my best wishes for yont health and 
happiness. ' . ' 

* Jho. Cor;rKB. . 



In SQcb terms was tlie rapport and <MH)pemtion of Jadge While ; 
acknowledged, and the continnanoe or apeeislnse of the same 8<^icited 
by Generai Jaekson and bis confidential' friends during his first 
Preridentiai term. *• ^ ' ' • 

There is little doubt that tie uncompromising and inaccessible in- 
dependence 4i8plftyed by Judge White an profoundly displeasing 
and diteppointing^ to the President* and his especial co-laborers in 
politie&l' schemes for &e future. That this was tbe casCi and that 
Judge White skw it and coolly and unfalteringly ncognised it, and as 
ftoollyand unhesitatingly 4i8reguded )>oth ^ toger and its conse- 
quences, when pHnciplei and cousisteney r^uired il, the following 
e&tract'from a letter tp a confidential friend*^ is sufiicient evidence. 



' ftBunCiunD,3b7l8,18Sl 
* * * The true^ reason why nothing I hav« said ie noticed in the 
Globe, I hk^e no doubt' is, because I have never assured any man that as 
soon fts Gen. Jackson's terms of serric€t artf at an end, I will use all my 
ep<|ieavors to deetihe fatoriU ofifu>9e itiho direct (he cperaiiont of that 
pamper. I ant for Oen. Jackson ; but em not. either a Calhoun Jaekson 
man, or a Tan Buren Jackson man, 4nd therefore it is pleasing to the 
Globe and Telegraph not to notioe favorably anythfng I can say or do; 
and as I am opposed to 'Mr. Clay, hi* papers will of course speak disre- 
spectfully of me. Notwithstanding all these difficulties; I will go on 
exactly as I hs^o done, making myself as useful as I can ; determined to 
leave myself at liberty, when Gen. Jackson is off the stage, to exercise 
my own judgment on the quesUon of a tfu/couwr* 

I cannot attend the Baltimore Convention, from which I expect 
nothing of benefit My duties in the ^Senate preclude the possibility uf 
my being absent ^ « 

Tour friend, 

' * Hu. L. Wbitb. 



• f.«.addwll, A9^«dltororClMKnmrrfll«]Uclikar; ft trm and tUt friiad of Ja4fi 
Whiter and to whoa v«« wrttWn naoy of Um Mtttan «Md lb tlito t^UM, 
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Even at an earlier xUt^i tb6re ia reaaon to.belieTe that adpsen of 
the AdminUtfaticnii .if Dot the President himself, had begun to kaa^ 
bor secret dislikings against Judge 'White. The oamaei in all prob^ 
bilitj) was apprehended oppoeitioni or at )eaat &ilnre of bearty sop* 
port from him, in ibeir scheme of a re-election of Qenend Jackson : 
a plan which flew direct! j iq the free, of their {reyioar noisy advo^ 
qacj of the one term principle, and which watf justified only on the 
ground of its being necessary to keep ''^ the party'' together; although 
its secret' motivea wnva the « doubts of Calhonn uid Van Buren 
respectively whether an electioi| aafJackji9n's sucoessar was at ao 
early A day in their' poorer. Thete aeeios no other interpretation for 
the allusioh in this extract from a letter, of date April 28, 1839.. 

• • • Thtf Bill to provide for 'a removid of the ladlaDS west of the 
Mississippir has finally passed the Senate by a vote of 28 to 19. This has 
taken off my mind a burthen which has been oppressive ftom the com? 
meDcement of the session. . I hope it may pass the othi6rliouse.^ 

Cold AS Uie notice taken of our exertions in the Telegraph* is, no 
GQQ>j[;ian nor Tenndtfsean will ever be mortiftpd by heaving the debate 
spoken of, if truth be. told. Vfe had, I think, in the es^mation of all 
intelligent men, a^ least as much, ascendency in the argument as' we had 
in the vote. As good fortune would have.it. Judge Ov($rton, OolliDgs- 
worth, district attomay of West Tennessee; Migor Armstrsng, and many 
others from different ^uartersi W^re present, and know diat our 8id»wss 
sustained in a * style .which grati$ed . our fiiends> and mortified oar 
opponents. " . . • , * ' . 

- I have not, nor will I, commit myself to support any parti6nlar pre- 
tender after Jackson is off th^ stagiek ' Qf oo^rse I shall never have «iy 
exertions applauded in the Telegraph, nor in any other paper .pnblishml 
l^ere, while things remain as at present 

I have ss much ^r.Uie ki^d feelings of 'a)I as I -can expect, unless I 
become th6 partisan of some^ one, which I do not intend to do prdmft» 
turelj. ' ' . ^ 

Your friend,' 

' H^. li. Whir* 

« 

We here insert' a oerrespondenoe bett^een Judge White and 
Francis ^. Blair, editor of the Globe. This also may be interpreted 
by the sapposition of positive* or negative nnfaimesp in that print; 
which muat be supposed tQ originate from an apprehension similar to 

^ Qondudad by DiUt Ones,' and ia4ht faitistit of Calhova. 
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thai ■Uoded to in Jadge White's leUer of. May 18^. , It praeat^ 
erideaoa of the high yalaation nt upon his seryfoeSi that such elabo- 
late efforts were made to keep on good tenns' with .'him; and hia 
fene replies indioite conpoiotumess that hb offeq[oes agauut the 
friends of the Globe, l^eiog stch adherenees to principle aif would 
necessarily exhibit by contrast their dereliction from it, could not in 
&ot be atoned for eseept by some mjeans which be wonid hot stoop 
to use. Xh^ fint oyertore is from Mr. Blair, dated June ^d, 1832, as 
follows:- ' -* 



♦. 



DcAE 8iE: I>octoi^ Jones and^ M^or Lewis haye both iiftfonoed me 
within a day or two past, that some person ^who^e name they did not 
I^TC kne) is using to my ^lisadiFan tags, a digpUature which it is said you 
bare oopoeived^i my course in relatlfti to yourse^ 

I am^ confident theve must be some mista'ke in this matter. Enteiw 
tuning as I'flo the highest oonsiderafion for your character, and haying 
as I trust, manifested the respect I bpsr yon, as far as opportunities hsTC 
permitted me, I feel ^e most perfect con^iousiiess that I^an have done^ 
nothing io offend ybu; terittinfy noi iniefUionalfy. l am equally cer- 
tain thtft yonr eleraUt^ sense Of prppriety would not conceiye i^ offenen 
unless you had sbme reason ttf belicTe one was intended. 

Do me the favor to.inibrm me.^anMy whether anything has ocbiirred 
which could authorise i&e ansertion made by others that I have given you 
eause of dissafisfaction; 1 assure yon th^t it wil) give me gratification to 
explain any accidental omission or inadyertence on my part, which may 
liftye excited a feeling to authorise the report to which I have alladed. 

JTour most obedicfUt semnft; 

^ F. P.BLA0U 

to this Ju^lge White replies, on the next day but one : 

DitAn Sn: Tour Hror un^er date of the 2d was* handed- me yesterday 
afternoon. In answer to its contents peitait me to s^y^ that .as I am 
ignorant of what Dr. Jones or Major Lewis may have reported to you, 
as proceeding from me, I am, of. course, unable to BUkke.any stat^* 
meat •' 

I haye been jk pset^ atten^ye observer of the course of (he Globe, and^ 
tm Some oceasions expressed the opinion I en.tertain, not only of it, but 
of the motives of those who infinence it 

For myself Ilisve no inducement to trouble, the .editor io explain, any 
part of his conduct It is sufficiency explicit to enable me to form 
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dpiqioDB upon ^everj point, in rtlation to him,'pnd the patrons* id hk 
paper, w])ere> it' n^ajr become mj daty as a publio nan, te aoi Moft 
reapectfttUy, I am , * 

Your obk serrt^ 

- 
* Jtine 8th| Mr. Bltiir/iiakea a still more elaborate eBofi, Ihns : 



' Deak Sib : On the first perusal of yoar note of the 4th ihstant, il 
seemed to preclude' any ftrther correspondency between ns. Upon a 
further consideration of it» I am led to belioTeit inay Hot h^Tt been so 
intended. ... 

It is proper that I should inform you that llajoif Lewis, and Dr. Jones 
reported nothing to me as proee^ing jfram jfou^ They ifierely . state4 
generally that they had understood that I had in soi^e way occasioned a 
diissatisfaction in your mind, and that .this feeling on your part was used 
to my injury. From respect to you, and a wish' to proTentany mischiitf 
to me, frpm what,originated in misunderstanding ,on your part^ as they 
supposed, or misrepresentaMon.on. that of .others,- they w^e* desirous 
that I Aould communicate with you <m toe subject Their motires 
Vere honorable and eharitable. ^ 

. Supposing Chat the c&Uae pf dissatisfaction (of wjiioh I am still Entirely 
ignorant), related personally to^yonrself,' I was desirous to ascertain &e 
/ault imputed, that I might dissipaie it by an ezplanation. I felt confi- 
dent that J should have no difficblty in' this, because my own* heart as- 
sured me that if I had a.conscience.Toid of efienoe towards any hum^a 
being, it ^as so in relation to' you. 

From your note I am left'tb in£br that th^ course of the Globe has not 
met your approbation. ' I am sensible of the difieulties and df the 
responsibilities I encounter as!the editor tif tbis^rini, and of my inade- 
quacy to meet them ; and you certainly have a right to animadyert oa 
the manner'in which I conduct it, because of the deep interest yot ha?e 
. itt the Admiiiistration, with which it is 4n «8oftie sort connscted^ Bat 
dees not this dirbnm^tance give me soi^e elaim to ask of yoa in what 
particular, according to your judgment, I have oifendetf ? As the disin- 
t^l'ested, long«triedr and most trusted friend of the PHsideni, I MM>nld 
tal^e- advice 'from Vou as a kindness, and reoerve even censure with re- 
spect. If I hsTO erred fros^want of Judgment, information, or experi- 
ence ; ilr, as yoii hint,' I am operated on by twy sinister influence, may I 
not iiope, seeing, as you do, the mischiefs I may draw down upon my- 
self, if not upon the cause with which I am. connected, that jwx Will ap- 
priise me of the danger in which I 8l»pmd? 
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'^ Plain androaitd dealing is the honor of eterj man's natiire/' and 
if there be any man living from whose charaeter I oould expect this, it 
is from jonrs. I ask it from Jron on the present oecasion. I should be 
glad to have a priyate. and, if yon please, a eonfidential interriew, that 
Ae mystery (with md) which )im led to the present correspondence may 
be solyed. 

With high respect, I am, sir, 

Year most obedient servatit, 

F. P.Blauu 

To this Jnd|p Wliite answersi next day^ still iio^ didoidedly : 

DiAft Sin : Your note of yesterday h^s been this moment handed t6 
me. You are certaitly right in coming to the conclusion that my an- 
swer to your former communication was not intended to change our 
relations towards each other in any respect. 

Should you belieTC an interview necessary, I assure you it would at 
all iimes give me pleasure to converse whh you ; but for the purpose of 
any explanation, no such thing is necessary. I have no desire to be on 
onfiriendly terms with any man living, and cannot possibly have any 
motive for a controversy with you. 

If I have had any causes of oompluat, they have been upon points in 
relation to which I can never ask or expect redress. The time for either 
explanation or "remedy has gone by. They must reqaain as they are ; 
bat, rest assured, I know too well what is due to myself as well as the 
public, to permit myself to take any course by way of redress, which is 
ealcnlated to injure the political party to which I belong. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HU. L.WHITB. ■ 



Here Mr. Blair gave it up. 

'Secret dissatisftotion attire evident impraotioability of hameBsing 
Judge White into the traces in wUioh certain politicians were draw- 
ing, of indeed into any man's harness^ began thus and henceforth to 
sap the fKendship of the President for him. The first circamstanccy 
however, which ^ve opportunity for open objection on the part of 
Gen. -Jackson and his friends, was Judge White'd vote in the 
Senate npoQ the Three Millions Appropriation, so called; which 
waa appended to * the Fortifici^tion Bill on short Botioe, at the 
close of the night session, March, 188&. Early in the succeeding 
sessioni Col. Benton in the Senate, and- Mr. Adams in the Honsci 

18 
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charged the Bemiton wbo TOted agunst this appropriatioBy with haying 
caused the loaa of all the appropriatkms ocntained in the Fortifieadott 
Bill. These aocusatioDS were met by firm and fearless deoiab. 
Baring the discossixin, which wtt conducted with great acrimooj. 
Judge White (the onlj Administration member who TOted against 
this bill) made a personal defencje in bis speech on the Sozplus Be- 
venuOi which could not fail to carry the conviction tp every impartial 
mindf thai instead of being governed by unkind personal feelings, he 
was just to the President, and true to his countiy. He showed that 
the bill was lost in the House instead of the Senate. 
' That portion of this speech which refers to Judge White's vote is 
as follows: 



" I am on^ of those who voted agunst that appropriation, and agrast 
whom the charge is made. Agdnst the aocasatioB I might well plead a 
fvmer acquittal, by 4be only tribunal competent to try me. This aeen- 
sation was made in my own State, those to whom only I am accoaatable 
for my conduct here, have passed upon it» and theif unanimous verdiet 
of acquittal I pveeented the other day, and it now remains on the fiks 
of the Senate. But I scorn to rely on that 'plea; I have a right to a 
separate trial, to plead not « guilty, and give the special metier in 
evidence. ^ 

«< I do not feel that I, or any of those with whom I voted, are answer 
able for the loss of that bill. The vote *I then gave was the result of my 
best Judgment. I then approved of it, hav6 done so ever since,*aad ]fro- 
bably ever shall, so long as I am capable of refleeting en the ailain of 
this world. 

" It will be no part of my plan, toattach censure to any one for his vote ; 
all may have been governed by motives as worthy as I feel my own were. 
The time will soon come when we must all appear before that tribunal, 
where there can b^ no mistake either in the evidence or the judgment 
which ought to be pronounced.' To that tribunal, then, where my mo- 
tives and oDndoot must be submitted, I cheerfully leave the decision of 
the motives of all others ; but it is due to the country and to myself, that 
I sh.^ke from my own skirts that blame which others seek to attach 
tome. 

'* A few very plidn views of this matte;r will, I think, satisfy .eviiy 
honest mind that the Senate are in no fault whatever. 

" The bill was originated in- the House of Representatives, passed tl|at 
body in the month of January i^ and was sent to the Senate. It then con- 
tained the whole sum esteemed by^the Executive and the House neoee- 
sary for fortificadons and ordnance. This sum amounted to about four 
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hondred-Mid ibirtyHsine thousand doUan. f be Senai^ night fa»T6 gitea 
its couent to the biU^thout any alteratioD. If it bad don* so, theie 
mould have bean a grant ^of the sum jutt mentionedy and no moie, to 
ih^soKtlgeets. 

"The Seoatev from the best infonnatioh it possessed, belisTed the 
defenoe of the coaiUry required ttneh larger appropriations, and/as it 
had a right to do, incr e a s ed sone of the items of appropriatioiT, and 
added ethers to the amount of about four hundred and thirty thousand 
dollacB, thus inotefMing the grant from $439,060 to $869,000, and on the 
24th day ef February, returned tba'biU 'to. the House,* for the purpose of 
aeoertainipg whether the RepresentatlTes irould agree to the iiMsreased 
grant made by the Senate. If the House had simply agreed to the^ 
Hmendments, the bill irould. haYe'beeome a law,«and there would hava 
been ao appropriation for fortifleations, Ao,, equal to $660,000. ^Hie 
House did not do this, but retained the bill from the 24th of February, 
till S o'olook in the nighC of the M'of March, and then xetnrned it to the 
Senate ii'ith a new section as an. amendment to the amendment of the 
Senate. • • 

.** This ne[w asction has been read so often, that erery member, I pril- 
sume, has it by memory. It is in these words ; ' Thftt the sum of three 
millions of dollars be,, and the same is "hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the« Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended tn 
wh<Ae or in part, under the direction of the President 'of the United 
States, for the military and nayal service, indnding fortiftcsitions ^Ad 
ordnanee, and increase ol the Navy: Bnmided such expenditures shall 
be rendered i^ecefsary for the defonce of the eonntry prior to the next 
meeting o( Congress/ . • < 

** Forgone, I declare, when this new section was readr I was as much 
aurprlmd as I could have been if iihad been dropped through the sky- 
light above our beads into the bilL The cbainnan of the Oomi|iitte4 of 
Finance moved that the Senate du^gree to the amendment, and after ^ 
some discussion, in .which I took n^ part, the vote was taken, and' stood 
29. to 19, mine among those in the affirmadTC. 

" At that time I knew not who had proposed this amendment in the 
Hopee. The President had not asked, as far- as t knew^ for any such 
appropriation ; there was no estimate sent from any department on which 
to found it My belief was the President did not wish it. I supposed it 
had been offored by some member oppoeed.to the administration, who 
wished a free disburssment of money about our seaport towns, not caitng 
^hat embarrassment was occasioned bjp-sncb a loess appropriation, and 
that in the hurry and confueien of a night seesion, it had been permitted 
to pass without any particular examination, and fancied that, so soon as 
their attenlion was particularly called to it, th^ Houee would recede 
from it, and the bill be passed as originally sent ftom the Senate^ 
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< «' In ttMSfOonjeotiirea I MOD*fgtond I hftd been mistaken, for presently 
the bill was returned to the Senate vith a message stilting that the 
House inMsted on the 'amendment. A motion was made that &e Senate 
adhere to ita disagreement. Before voting on that question I took the 
Hbert; of stating yerj briefly the reasons upon which my first vote was 
ipyen and upon which the seoond would be founded. * 

V The President had sent no message >iwUng sudh an approprlaticm, 
no estimates had been sent 6n which to found it I belicTed it woold 
have been the duty of the ExecutiTe- to haye sent sueh • message and 
estimate^ and I &rther beUeyed facwould faithfully disehiuge his doty, 
and therefore concluded that he did not think tha interest of Ike eountry 
require<^ this additionid grant. Beside this, the question was then pend* 
ing abd undecided before the French Chamber relatire to the appropri- 
ation to comply with their treaty; I beli^yed the sttong probability wss 
that4t wtfuld "pass, «the^ then, or at the next BesMon,.and that with a 
littie patience and good sense we should receive the^ money without any 
warlike preparation. This was not only^ my own opinion, hot the de- 
clared opinion of all with whom. I had conversei. 

" I was what I professed to be, and ever had been, a friend to the ad« 
ministration ; I had ^ceived no information that th^ President desired 
the appropriatibn, and Fsaw the sec^on was so worded as to throw upon 
him a responsibility which he ought not to bear. The proviso left % 
discretionary with him whether the money should he used or not. I 
thought all 4he intesest of the army, thf navy, ihfi large cities, and those 
who had ordnance to dispose of, would be brought to bear on him, to in- 
duce* him to use the money: if he did order it to be used, and there should 
be DO war, as I hop^d and believed would be, the case, he would be oen- 
SBied for wasting this large sum. K he tvsisted all importunities and 
did not use the money, and war did oome« be would be censnred'for not 
providing for the defences of the country. 

" Ag^n, suppose the money to be drawn, what was to be done with it? 
How much to the army, to the 'navy, to fortifications, and to ordnance? 
The section does not say ; all is indefinite, vague, loose, and left to £xe- 
oirtive discretion. 

" These reasons were satisfactory to nty own mind — I voted upon thesb 
From the time the three milUone ^vas first mentioned in the Senate until 
we adjourned, I did not converse, as I believe, with a single member of 
the House upon thia or any other subject — nor did I converse with any 
member of the Senate except my colleague, who joined me in the lobby 
behind the odomiade, after our last vote. He was- kind enough to speak 
favorably of my humble effort, -and to. express his regret that T had pot 
made my argument before the first vote ; but neither he nor any other 
member of either House ever intimsted. that the President wished such 
an appropriation. 



I 
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" r meeniy belieTed he did not; Iwt in that it leems I wm njbtakeo, 
and the first notice I had of my mietake was in hit answer to a eoia)Mmy 
Qf gentlemen in New York, who, aAer the rise of Congress, made him -a 
tender of their. serrice to defend the octaintry. Whether I would havi 
voted for the amendment. in this loose shape, if I had known it comported 
with the views of the President, I do not pretend to saj. I think I ooghl 
not, hut am willing to state, because such is the truth, that if, upon re- 
TiewiBg my whple Totes since honored with a seat in this Chamber, any 
Totes oould*be found which I would wish had not been given,. the errot 
Is more attributabl0 to my unbounded confidence in the Esecutive, and 
anxious desire to sustain him as far aa I oonsoientiously oould, than to 
any other cause whakcTer. 

" But it has been urged by the honorable Senator from New Hamp* 
ahire, Mr. Hubbard» that on the 28th February the Chairman of tha 
Committee of Foreign Relations of the House had giveti notice that whea 
tiiis bill should be taken up he wojold move an amendment appropriating 
one million of dollars for fortificaliont, and two millions for the navy^ 
and that this accorded wkh the views x>f the Executiye, and the gentle. 
man adds, the members of the House no doubt Qiade this the subject of 
conversation^ and that Senators would probably secure the information • 
and ilso that in the Globe newspaper of J2d March, this notice is pub- 
lished and has passed into the history of the country. ... 

** To all this I answer, I did not hear of this notice. If any members 
with whom I-assoc^ited heard, this notice, they never mentioned it in my 
presence. So far from it, one of my colleague^ of the other House, fi^ 
bably as attentive as any member thei^, assures me he did not hear.any 
•Qch notice; and. when the amendment wAs under consideraCion he had a 
curiosity to know whether the president desired the appropriation or> 
kiot» that he converted with a colleague sitting near him^ and neither of 
them knowing, he asked another of his ooUeagnee, then Chairman of the 
Committee pf Wi^s and Means, who told him the Pr^ident didvwisfi it» 
and added thai he must toy nothing about U, He did say nothing about 
it till since this discussion' commenced during the present session. With 
the motives for this request to conceal I am not acquainted, therefore can 
ti^noukhing. 

" The other source of information. The 01obe» I did not apply tk>,« I 
never read it till .since I heard the gentleman's alignment. If I had 
wished to read the newspaper for information I had no leisure, my place 
was here, tey duty here, and I had quite as much as I conld attend to 
without reading the Globe. If I had wis)ied information to guide my 
judgment* a^d felt bound, to look into- newspapers for foctt, the Globe 
is the last place upon earth I should look into for tf^trulh, 

" Again, if I had seen this'notice, I am yet to learn that the President 
baa any member of this l^ovim to act as his sobetit^te, tod io give that 
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infoonation to the Sena^ wkiqh we hare a right, hy the Conatttiltioii, td 
receive froai (he Chief Magistrate himeelf. 

** Lastly, i^ I had seen that nodoe, I would not have sappoeed thki seo- 
tieB was whai was intended hj it The notice was spooifior-^ne millioK 
Ibr FortiJicaticnM, and two ikillions for the Ndvy, The amendment is for 
every Uiing relating to either sea or lapd, tn a ffenitr^ masB^ for tiie £z» 
ontive to divide out, as well ae he could, according to his discretion; 

" If the amendment had pnrsned the notice, it would hare been well 
expressed ; bat !& the shape presented in the bill, I doubt whether, the 
combined talents pf the members of both Hoases can frame a section on . 
•nch subjects more loose, more general, and more indefinite than it is. 

" It has been insisted by 'the Senator from New Hakapshire, that this 
section did make a specific appropriation of ihis three millions of doBan, 
and was justified by precedents in the days of General Washington, Pre- 
sident Jefferson, and of President Madison. 

" By the term -specific appropriation, I nnderstand ihat ^e mean £ki 
dweetion of the law to apply ^ a given turn oflkonty to the aecomplMmad 
of a particular ohfed, in excUmion ofaU otAerv. 

" If this idea be correct, this section has no claims WhatsTor to the 
appellation of specific • The ol)ject of it fras to place erery thing at the 
discretion of the ExeoutiTe. let. Whether the m.oney should be used al 
alL 2d, If used, to apply it to any object he pleased, connected with the 
land or naval serriee, or defence. 

"The precedents refi^rred to, do not bear oat the 'arguments. The 
first is an appropriation of $lld,000 to pay'the 6vn\ list Here the sum 
must ^1 be <4)plied to the disohar^ of the civil list, and nothing elsel 

*' The next is $70,500 for ](ortiflcations. Although it is not said what 
snm should be applied to this or that fortification, yet the whole must 
be applied to fortifications, and to no other object * The third and last 
pivcedent rests on the same principles. - ' , * * . 

"tp the lease, now under consideration,-every thing is vague, indefinite^ 
and left to Executive ditcretion, and without any -communication from 
the President, or any estimate whatever. I venture another remark, 
founded on what I heard said by a gentleman of muoh experience, not 
now among us, tha^ during the period of a popular Administration, was 
the. very time>we must expect bad prooedenis to 5s set, • 

" These precedentfl^- incautiously set, when we have imbounded c&t^' 
denee in -the Executive, are sure to be relied on, in after times, by tboss 
who may wish to nse power without regard to the public welfkre. 

''This section, if adopted, would in^after times have furnished a pre^ 
oedetft, by which any grant of *the pnblio money might .be Inade, to be 
used at Execuiiife discretion* 

*f I now pot it to gentlemen with whom, on former occasions I bad 
generally* acted, to say, whethei' if such a grant had been proposed 
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4«rh|g tbe late AdmiwInilioD, ajBingle man of them woald have Toted 
for it ? No. It would have been said this money would be drawn and 
need, not for the piiblio intereet, but in jobs to- control and regulate 
public ofnnien. ^ 

** Upon this matter, fOr one, I am perfectly satisfied that I,, and those 
whe voted with m% were right in not agreeing tO this amendment ; but 
the matter did not end with the VQte of the Senate, the bill did not neees- 
■aiHy fiJl thereby. Let us pursue the subject^ and see when, how, and 
where the bill vras finally lost ^ 

'* The Senate returned the bill to the House, aoeonypanied by a mee- 
■age, informing them that the Senate adhered to their disagreement to 
the amendment as to these three miHions. Upon receiving this -message, 
it was competent to the Honse to have ^receded from their amendment, 
and then the bill would have passed* appropriating the $869,000 pro- 
posed- by the Senate ; but instead, of that they took a vote, snd deter- 
mined they would not recede. House Journal, page 518. After this, 
page 519, amotion was iliiade that the House do ask a conference oh the 
disagreeing votes. This motion was agreed, to, and a committee of three 
appointed, and a message sent ttf.the Senate, asking it to appoint, a. com- 
mittee to oonfer on the subject. .This message is found in the Senate 
Journal, page 236. As soon as it watf received, the Senate agreed to the 
oonferenoOf and appointed a committee on their part, page 237. In the 
course of a short time, the committee on the part of the Senate retnmedr 
and reported that the confereee had agreed to recommend to their re- 
spective Housee as a substitute for the $3,000,000, an appropriation of 
three hundred thousand doUare for arming the fortifications, and an addi- 
tional appropriation of ^m hundred thousand dq^ars for the repair and 
equipment of ships of war. Senate Joumiilv page 237. 

f If each Houfc had agreed to this report, tiien there would have.been 
the appropriation of $869,000 contained in the bill as sent from the 
Senate^ andean addition of $800,000, making in all, instead of $439,000 
which the Executive had asked„ $1,669,000. Here the question recurs, 
whose fault is it that this was not done t Unquestionably not that of 
tte Senate. Its oottferees bad acted promptly, and promptiy made their 
report The Sen^ite could go no fdrther ; if could take no vote, as the bill 
and other papers had heen carried to the Bouse by the conferees on the 
part of the' Honse. This was entirely wrong.. When the conference 
ended, it waa the duty of the conferees on part of the House to have 
delivered the bill and papers to the conferees on the part of the Senate^ 
who would have presented them when they made their report ; the Senate 
oonld then have sanctioned the report by a* vote, .which I have no doubt 
would have been unanimous, immediately s^nt the bill to the House, which 
ooold.have given its sanction, and the bill become a law. Instead of 
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thiB, the HouM eonfereee kept tb« bill ftnd papers, and by eo 

defeated the whole bill. 

« 

" The rule hpon this laljeel is so perfeetl j plaia it ea&noi be mis- 
taken. It is this : in all cases where a conference is asked before a lole 
of disagreement* the conferees of the House asking the oonference, wben 
it is over, most take the papers back with them, beeausa their House is 
entitled to the next vote ; but in 'eyery case wher^ a oon&renoe is aeked 
aJUr a taU of duagfnoMni^ then when the conference is o?er, the eon* 
ferees of the House asking the conference must deliyer oyer the bill 
and papers to the conferees of the other. Boueei bacaosa tb%t.o«bei 
Heuse is entitled to the next vote. 

" In this case the Senate had yoted to adhere to their disagreement to 
the amendment The House had afixt ihist voted that they would not 
reoede, and then proposed the conference, therefore, as the House had 
given the last vote, the Senate was entitled to the next, and to oiabls 
them to give it, it was the duty' of the conferees of the House to havt 
l^ven tho' papers to the conferees of the Senfite, and if they would not 
receive them, they^ might have been left in the committee roc^. 
, " This doctrine, so reasonable in itself, is laid down in Jefferson's 
Manual, at 187, title Conference, in language too plain to be misunder- 
stood, and it has been practised on by Congress in the cases with which 
I am acqui^Dted, see the case of the bill for the relief of Mr. Monroe, la 
Senate Journal, page 374, of the session 1825 and 1826, and House 
JourniJ of the same session, pages 616 and 628. 

" Let it not be supposed that the conferees of tha two Houses wen 
equally to blame for permitting the papers to remain with the conferees 
not entitled to them after the conference ended.; because the conferees 
of the Senate did n(4 know, and had no means of knowing that the House 
had voted not to recede after the Senate had voted to adhere. Strange as 
the fact may seem^ the truth is, that the House, in itp message to the 
Senate proposing the conference, omitted to stale tkefaet that a vote, not 
to recede, had been taken after the House last received the bilL See the 
message. Senate Journal, page 236.r 

'* The conferees on the part of the House knew the fact, because thor 
Journal shows they were present^ and voted, see the House Journal, 
page 518, 519. 

"The conferees of the House having improperly taken the bill and 
papers, and thereby put it out of the power of the Sepate.to thke any 
step whatever, are answerable, for all the consequences. 

" I do not state this omission in the message by w^y of censure on 
the Clerk for any ititetitional "wrong. All these matters relative to this 
bill took place in th'e night, in'' the confusion which occurred at the ettd 
of the session, and it is very seldom that the most temperate %nd pru- 
dent are as well qualified to do business or have their wits as well about 
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them after % oomfortable lUxmer «8 tbB j hayo in tlit early part of the 
daj. 

" Mr. PHeident* left na now see what the eonfereea of the Honae did 
with tbeae papera after takibg them from .the oonference room. They 
retamed te the Honae and the chairman made no report whafeyer, the 
Senate waited from one to two hours, and being able to hear nothing, 
aent kreapectfal iMHftge ealltng the attisntion of the Hoaae to thie inb- 
jeoi^ see House Journal,' page 530. Then the chairman slated that the 
committee had returned at the time a vote was taken on a resolution 
providing for the payment of Mr. Letcher, b^ which it was ascertained 
there was not a quorum, and that the constitutional term had expired, 
and' that for these reasons he had declined making a' report Mr. Lewis, 
another nvember of the .committee, then took the papers and made the 
report, which was neyer acted on, and thus the matter ended. 

" The first reason assigned for not haying made the report was the 
want of a quorum, this it is said was ^ascertained by the yote on the reso- 
lution just mentiobed. 

*' The chairman ought to have put the House in possession of the 
report as he ibond the House in session. Had hCfdone so, no doubt it 
would have been .acted on. The Journal shows that much business 
was done afterwftfds, and » resolution reported by .Mr. Wm. Cos^ 
Johnson was adopted by the House, see House Journal, from page 524 
to 53a * 

'* Now, if there was a quorum to do other business, to adopt other 
resolutions, how is it that there was not a quorum to, receive and act on 
this report? 

*^The remahiing reason assigned is, that the constitutional term* for 
which the members were elected had expired. In other words, it was 
after 12 o'clock on the night of the third of March. 

** How jjan this be t There must have hee^ some mistake on this 
point. If it was not too late to do tbe other business I have ^mendoned, 
how did it happen to be too late to make this report 

" Again, the most certain information we have as to time is derived 
frotn the statement of the honotabte Senator from Virginia. He tells us 
he looked at his watch when tbe conferees left the Senate chambernand 
it then wanted fifteen minutes of eleven. When they retqmed and made 
their report, he was not in, but returned shortly afterwards, and it was 
then twenty minutes, after .eleven. We may, therefore, suppose the con- 
ferees had returned .about one qdarter of an hour after eleven, leaving 
three-quarters of an hout lo have ditpoeed of this bill btfore the hour -of 
twelve o'clock arrived, > 

" There was, therefore, ample time, if the report had been made, to 
have disposed of this before our constitutional term expired according to 
the strictest construction. 
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/ ** Mr. i^retideat, this ia the el«Tenth aapfion' I knv* hemk fatre, and 
until last Bession neyer knew of an important measore haying failed 
bacause 12 o'clock had arriTod. 

"So far aa I know, tha nniveraal aoursa haa been, if the bnainasa ne- 
eeaaary to be dona conld not ba finished before tirelTe o'olook, to go an 
and aooomplish it if it took till dajligbt. 

** I well renrembar on one ocaaaion, aioi abort aaaaioii, we aal all nighty 
and before I got to mj lodging place, itwaa broad dajlight 

" There alwaya have been aolne membara who had oonaoientaona aenh 
plea about aitting after 12 o'dock. I alwaya haTa, and alwaya ahaU^ 
respect men who act on aaeh aamplea, although I may differ with than 
in opinion. 

. ** For myaelf, I have ncYer felt any heaitation. about Toting after 12 
o'clock, when the b'uainesa required it. • ' 

" By the Oonatittttion, mambera of the Honae are elected for |wo yean. 
The President and Vice Preaident for four,' and the Senalpra for sii. 
The only difficulty is to ascertain when the term commences. The Con- 
stitution does not fix it, but authorised tha old Congreaa to do ao. That 
Congreas fixed the jftrat Wedaesday in March, 1789; That happened to 
be the 4th day of the moli\h. Jfow, if we belieTe the first Congreaa met 
In the night at 12 o'clock* the 3d of March, 1789, then our constitutional 
term will expire in the night at 12 o'dlock of the 3d of March, erery 
secdbd year, and the terms of the President and Vice President at the 
same hour erery fourth year. But if we suppiMa Congreaa did not 
aasamble earlier than 12 o'clock on the 4th of March, 1789, then, in 
truth, our constitutional two y eara,. &c., do not expire till tha ^ame hour 
of the 4th of March^ and wa haye our conalStutional day, as it was, when 
light and darkness were first separated, and it was said the eyening and 
the morning should be the first day. . , 

** I submit to gentlemen who have theae acruplea, whatiier it ia not 
worth while to reflect maturely on thia aubjeot. If the term of Congrepa 
expirea the night of tha 3d of March, so must that of tha Preaident and 
Vice President This will always leara an int^yal of seyeral hours, 
when we will have -no President or Tice President. It appears to me 
those who framed the Oonatltution did not so intend. It is easy to think 
of eases wfcich would be very hard upoti such a construction. Suppose 
shortly before the expiration of a Preaidential tenn, a man to be aea- 
tenced to be hapged in a fedeiial court. Aflerwarda it should be ascer- 
tained to a certainty that the person was innocent, and ft messenger is 
sent for a pardon, but cannot reach the President *till after 12 o'clock on 
the night of the 3d of March, is the man to be hanged because there ia 
no President until his successor is sWOm iA t Thia ought not to be tiie 
eonstruotion. 

" I apprehend the whole difficulty originates firom our perplexing our 
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«i!iid« with a legal fiotios thai tfaeie can be no fraetion of a day* Thw» 
like erery other ftotion, most yield to fact wiien justice reqnifes it. 

'* A man Belle a trao4 of land, for a full consideration in the morhing 
of ihe 4tk of March, and conTsys it In the. afternoon he sells and con- 
veys the same land to another person ; both yehdees cannot hbid, and 
jet, according to the idea produced by this fiction, both deeds were exe- 
cuted the first minute of the day, and- are of equal date; but eveiy man 
knows that this fiction wOuld yield to fact» and that tiie first Tcndeie 
would hold the land. 

^ Whether these reieotions be altogether aooorate or not, they have 
always satisfied ne that I did not act unconsoienUonsly, or assume powers 
I did not possess, when I voted in tb^ night of the 3d of March after 
12 o'clock. 

*' The honorable memW ttom New Hampshire will perceive that the 
resolution he hjis read, which was adopted in the year 1790, does not 
remove the difficulty. That resolution only says the term expires on the 
3d of March ; but still the question recurs, when does the 3d of March 
end according to the meaning of the Constitutivm. 

** To Senators on all sides, I submit, whether this orimination and 
leerinrt nation fbt past acts, or omissione, is likdy to produce disposi* 
tions now to act together harmonlonsly, and to endeavor to devise and 
perfect such measures as will most promote the interest and welfare of 
the country. 

" Mr. President: In every view I haye been enabled to take of this 
whole subject, it has appeared to me that ^is bill was lost in the House, 
sot in the Senate; that the Senate were' right in the votes which a 
majority' gave as to thili sum of three millions. I was satisfied ^with my 
votes when I gave them, and am yet satisfied, more, i am proud of them. 
I feel that the Author of my existence will approve of them, and to use 
the language of 'a distinguished man, no^ no more, ' I wish they were 
recorded in the^ centre of Heaven, in charactere as bright as the sun, 
that the whole woild ipight read them.'''' 



The statements in this speech were corroborated by Hr. Webster 
and others. Mr. Peyton says:, ^It wjos party spirit in the House 
which defeated the meamrej Daany of the Yaa Bnren members 
TefasiDg to. answer to thcSr . iiame» when oalled, althongh prs- 
■CDt; thaa depriving the Hooae of a qnoraini tad defeating tho 

Mr. Wise sdd, in his speech on the causes of the loss of the For- 
tification Bill, '' Neither the Bdose nor the Senate were chargeable 
with 'the act.'' Bat he affirmed that '^ it was certain Yan . Bnren 
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membeni C. C. .Gambreleng, and thoae witb whom lie acted, wbo 
defeated the meaauTe, for the pdrpoae of affeotiog Judge White'* 
interest." He charged it against Speaker Polk, (and proved the 
charge by a written atatement given to him' by the Hon. Luke Lea, 
and corroborated by the Hon. Samuel Bunch, en^, admitted by 
Mr. Polk himself, who was, at the time, chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means,) that " he knew the £gu>t that the Presi- 
dent wished the appropriation, but did not tsommunicate it to hm 
committee or *the Houae ; but -only to 'a- few individual members in 
their Beats, jequesting them to say nothing aboot it.'' No estt* 
mate had been sent to the House by the I^esident ' Judge White 
did not know that he^ wished the appropriaUen, and therefore voted 
against it 

Bo great was his devotion to the Administration, and so effectively 
did he sustain it, as to call forth such testimony as that borne by the 
Hon. Mr. Clayton, of Delaware, who, in his speech on Jdr. Benton'i 
fortification resolutionai used the following descriptive language to 
' prove the motive of the ilF-timed And unprovoked assault upon the 
Senate. The thoughts Expressed in the extract occurred to him 
while Judge Whitd addressed that body in vindication of his vote 
against the Throe Millions .Appropriation, and he was led by them to 
form his conclusions as to the real object entertained by the Adminis- 
tration upon that vote. Judge White plead his acquittal by the 
legislature of Tennessee^ which had unanimously ro-elected Inm, 
after he gave that vote. Mr. Clayton 



It may be considered necessary to make the most of this, the only 
offence he has committed against the Administration. The difference in 
*the votes of the honorable senators from Tennessee (Mr. White and Mr. 
Grundy), on the amendment to the Fortification Bill, has called np some 
reminiscpnces of bygone events, exhibiting some other differences be- 
tween them. When I first came into Congress, they Vero both consid- 
ered ^o true to the Administratiqn, and 'so effective in its aid* that,'oQt 
of sheer compliment amo'ng their friends here, they were called '*' Jack- 
son's Tenpeesee Kifies." They both proved true £6r a time, and told, 
with unerring certainty, in ..every conflict with those who oppDeed the 
ei^ecative. But although both were good rifles, there was an allowed 
difference between them. One missed the mark altogether, during that 
fapioiis contest which was carried on here about the lime of Mr. Foote'a 
resolutfons. It was believed to h^ve been near bunting, in consequence 
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of being overebaigtod wifeh nwllifieation powdec. There nras also ataotber 
failare. This same rifle was assigned .to the defence, of the- posiK}ffice» 
and was charged io the muzile for keeping. and maintaining ^hat posi- 
tion ; but the post was carried bj its assailants, and the defence was cen- 
sured by those who directed it, because the jenemy entered in despite of 
the garrison, and exposed 'most piratical depredations which had been 
committed on the people. For vaj own part, I have al^^s inclined to 
attribute this fUIule to the Ibdefensible conditian of the post. Bat, said 
Mr. Clayton, pointing to the seat of Mr. White, the old> Tennessee rifle 
which has stoofl against that desk ever since I knew it» was a rare piece, 
and always has attracted my especial admiration.- . Although fighting on* 
the other side, I never like to see it come into action* For six years, 
flklthough' it was almost every day engaged, it* never gapped, missed, qi; 
hung fire ; nor was it ever said to have &iled to hit the mark, until 
about midnight of the 3d of 'March last. The people of Tennessee, 'who 
are eaid to* be excellent judges of a good shot or a gallant blow, have 
rinc^Mecid^ tfitft this was a* most '"palpable hit,'' and that, however 
oflrars, who are ignoraiit of the qualities' of a first-rate weapon, may have 
foolishly desired 40 break the old rifle of the West, theif still- hold it en- 
titled to the first • rank wh^ engiiged for their defenoe; and will nevev 
consent thai it' shall eithet be ii^ured by abuse, or left out of service. 
Even those who have .condemned Ut because, ^ they think, it has once 
n^iised the ipark, may 'relent, when theylrefle^t that it has beei) clearly 
shown in t|^is debate that, on the occasion alluded to, the President. him- 
self did neither dharge nor pull the trigger. 



When Mr. Clay's reaolution, oensiiriDg General Jlackson'tf remoTal 
of the deposits^ ''upon the groimd that be had assamed to himself 
authority and powers. not conferred by die Constitu^on and laws, 
but in dero^tion of botli/' was before^ fyi^ Senate/ Judge White not 
only voted against it, bn( argued tiiat.the PvQsident had the'CoMf/-' 
hUianml right io remove thepubiic moneys whenever he had ncuon to 
hdieve them unsafe. But the reaolntions were adopted and entered 
upon the- journals. The President pilotesfed against the stigma ihat 
bad been attached to his name by the proceeding. Mr. Benton, in 
his devotion to General Jackson, afterwards brought forward his 
Expunging Resolutions, the object of wnioh wa^ to reniove this 
reproach. Judge White voted against them. He had done all he 
oould to prevent tbis unpleasant procedure : . but the work had been 
done^ and he maintained that it was unoonstitutiqnal and a dangerous 
expedient to obliV^imte the journals, in lieu, hoirerer, of th^se reso- 
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lutions, be offered one, ordering Mr.Clay^s to be ^'lesdoded^ Tevened, 
repealed, and deolare4 null and v6id.^' He wished to do jnstice to 
the Chief Magistrate, but at the same time, to do jasdoe to the pub- 
lic and to the Senate. And in this ophiioii he was joined by most, of 
the. Administration membera, only six 6r aeven of whom voted to 
retain the word ** expunge." 

That General Jaekaon Jbad reoeived &Yon from Judge .White, 
withoot any obligation on the part of Judge White to oon&r them, 
except that induced by friendship, both he and. bis friekida admit 
How were they returned ? - 

The time came when Gkneral Jackson could have shown his grati- 
ttide by simply remaining silent; instead of which, because Judge 
White did not choose to aoquietce in all his views wtth regard to the 
euccession, be entered personally and wiMrmly .injBothe presidentul 
contest of 1886, denouncing all the frietids.of.the latter. who differe4 
with him in opinion as f* Federalists;' ''Nulliiers," anci '<New-boni 
Whigs.'' Ndt only was 'this done, but he permitted and even eueour« 
aged office-holders to use their time and talents. in the same cause. 
An instance is noticed in the remarks of Judge Wbfte, on a resolution 
submitted' by him to*the Senate,' on the subject of Benjamin F. Curry's 
employment — and in his oorrespondenbe with the Secretary of War, 
in reference to a letter written t^ Mr. Curry, and published in the 
/'Nashville Union." ' It is due to Judge White, to publisb here his 
remarks and the correspondence. January 12, 1886, Judge White 
addressed the S^nate^as follows: 



MA^President : I rise io offer Che^reBdation^ich I hold In uiy hand; 
but to enable the Senate to understand why it is offered, and the object 
J wish \o aoeomplieb, it is a ddty in^nmbcfnt on me, to fccompany it 
with some explanation ; I will therefore read and then paBS* it to your 
table: 

' Sttoivfd, That tli« Seeretary of War be, and be taenia is, reqvMted to inlbni tb« Senate 
trbal otto* Benjamin F. Cnnrjr holda In tbe Cherokee nation, under what law be waa a|ipeiated 
and at what tiqiei what aalarjr he reoeljee, and whether be h«a at any tii^e leodTtd aaj 
allowanee, in addition to his ealaxj, and how mnch; irtaiing'iiartiealarljr the whole afaionnt he 



Hits Mr. Curry went into the nation some tame after the election of 
the present Chief Magistrate,' and I believe until tibout twelve months 
ago, he had l^n empfoyed as an inferior agent to snperintend the enroM* 
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ment of Okerotkees for emigration, (o h^ve th^r knpioyemeBti yalvedi 

Doringthe last winter lie was here, and when I retained home last spring, 
I nnderetood he was making some figure as a politician ; that oat of h}a 
own hetfl, or by the instigation bt some person more wicked than him- 
adf^ he had, while here, written some letters for pablication to a small 
newspaper in my own State, ff hich had engaged in the Cosiness of tra- 
dlMuig mer In the coarse of the sommer, we had, in some ci ova Oon« 
greasional districts, aalmated 'Contests between oandi^tes for Opngress. 
This gentleman^ I onderstood, took an active part He sometimes 
trayelled oat of the nation,«and even oat of his Congressional district, was 
leeloas in propagating his opinions, and as I am informed and befieve, 
citiiec wrote' himself or fhmished the loaterials-for one or more piecea 
Ibr the same VeMole of slander, to which he .had written while ia Wash- 
ington. 

In file ^strict indnding the Cherokee agency he was zealous in oppo9« 
Ing the election of the former member, and with the view to enable him 
to act effidentij,. was in the hi^it of reading and showing oonfidentially, 
a letter*said to be written by theiPkvsident himself, finding fiialt witii the 
former member by name, and onng general expressions which Mr. Carry 
Hud we^ intended for me. I have likewise bees informed, that still 
ftrther to sacoeed In his plans of defitunation, he confidentially ased a 
letter, iMid to be written to him by my" honorable colleagne, in which my 
name was osed, not much to my adraiitage; and I now take this occa- 
sion, in tfato Senate, in presei^ce 6f oar brother senatci^ in the presence 
of this audience, in tiie- &ce of the world, to ask my coUeagoe to say^ 
whether at any time, he wrote any letter to Mr. Carry, in which my 
name was osed. 

[Mr. Grandy answered^— ^' That he was taken by soi^rise with the 
question ; but he did noi remember he had oyer written a letter on any 
aaljfect to Mr. Carry, and he felt certain if he had, he had never ased hia 
oolleagae*s name in other terms than those of respect.*^ 

Mr. White pikx^eeded — ^I am then satisfied wiih the answer given fbr 
the preaent, and this artifice most have been ased by Mr. Carry, the mord 
effiectaally to mislead and deceive those to whom he made each statements. 

An this conduct I ^regarded, and did not think it worthy to be made 
matter of eonversation. Oor elections terminated^ tbe former member 
was rel^lected ; and when the legislature met, I was again honored with 
A^seathereby aonanimous vote.. '' 

Some time ago, a friend brought me a Geoi|^a newspaper, and pointed 
out to me a letter under the ngnaturs ^fMr, Cfwrry^ daltod Ist December, 
1885, and addressed to the editor of a newspaper called the Federal Union. 
In that paper it had been published, and from it copied into various oUmt 
|iaperB,^aDd finally into one^n my dWn 'State called the Nashville Unions 
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gottan' up bj fands fbrnished- ^iere, expressly for the purpose of distribute 
ing, in my own State and elsewhere, all the dirty filth and slanden 
which coald be collected, with a view to detract firom my humble 
standing. : 

The time at which this letter was pabllshed, as- well as the pUbe when 
aAd the matter of it, struck me with some force. Hie legislatures of 
Georgia, of Alabama, of Tennessee, bf North Carolina, Virginia, aod 
sereral other States were then in js^ssion, if I mistake not, and if I do I 
hope gentlemen will correct me,- and that of Mississippi was soon to meet 
Four of these States Ifad'a deep stake in the Indian question, b^^anse the 
Indians were residing, and yet reside, in portions of Oiem. 

I saw that the most gross and base fiilsehoods were contained in it as 
to mysdf. - TMs I did* not M> mnch r^;ard, bnt'I saw farther, that with a 
yiefw to re(ich me, a statement wAs made respecting Mr. MOonnell, one 
of my constituents, a humble and inodensive citizen, whidi would, in lU 
probability-, tx)st him bis life. Pfelt hurt by this, as I had been t&e medium 
through which the Secretary of W^r had induced 1dm t» undertake this 
delicate, confidential and hazardous agency: 

The falsehoods were so glaring, and the tnlschievous tendenof of the 
letter so obyioUs, that I at first hoped, as soon as it met the eye oi the 
Administration, the matter would be set right without any application 
from any quarter. After waiting some time without %py step baring 
been taken, and having good reason to believe the letter had been seen 
by at least one memtier of the Adminis&ation, I addressed a letter to the 
Secretary of War under date of the 2d inst. a copy of which I wiM now 
read. • 



J>Ar Sib: I must take* the liberty of invitiug your attention ta a 
letter under the signature of Benjamin F. Curry, published in a. iiew»* 
paper called the Federal Union^ and- bearing date, ^* Cherokee Agencj^ 
Deo. 1, 1885.'' 

In it you will see in speaking of Samuel McConnell, iMr. Ouny uses 
this language — ^^ He has for some years past, under the procurement of 
Judge White of Tennessee, been receiving pay from the -United States 
GK>vemment, as a secret and confidential agent, while all hia visible efforts 
have been to defeat the measures of the ostensible agents In bringing about 
a treaty.'' 

I' feel assured, your own sense of justice will at once pronounce that 
this statement,- so' far as I am concerned, i8.entirely'unfounded. * 

The name of Mr. McConnell was not brought to your notice by me; I 
never asked or procured the' department; to api>oint him. Ai^y agency. I 
had in the matter was at the instance of the department, a|id to cany 
into eftect its itishes, as 48 fhll^ disclosed iiy^the letter from the acting 
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haa been owing to the great press of biisineM, and to the propriety o^ 
laying the matter before the l^resident. *^ ' 

I have now the honor to send the oopy of a letter addreeaed to ICi^or 
Onrry, and in which the President's disapprobation is oonyeyed to him. 
The statement thatt.lCr. MoOonnbll wa» employed at your snggestion is 
i^together c(hroneons,'aDd I have put the matt0r right by giving the tme 
fiicts of the case. I oondder the' department nnder obligi^tions to yoo, 
for the trouble yon took on the subject of «tiie employment and proceed- 
ings of Mr. MoOonnell, and I have endeavored to' do Jnstioe 'to his 
services, so fiir as these are Imown to me. If Mijor Onnry intended to 
intimate, as yon suppose, that there was a pommunication between your- 
self and Mr. Boss, sudi an intimation' was highly improper. Indepo- 
dent of t^e ei\tire want of proof of such a course, your word is quite 
suffident io satisfy me that there was no just ground for tho auggestfta. 
I am, dfiK, sir, very respectfhlly. 

Your obedient servant, 

Lbwib Oiaiw 
Hon. Hugh L. Wjonx. 
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Bm: The attention of this* departmei^t has been drawn to a letter 
from you to the editor of the Federal Union, aM which was published 
in the Augnq^ Gentinel of the 22d ult 

I am instructed by the President, If ibfit letter was written by yen, 
to convey to you his disapprobation of a part pf it. > There certainly csn 
be no impropriety in an officer's communicating to the public proper 
ixiformation,when ciroumstapces require it, aoid the general prooeedlngs 
relating to the prospects and progress of the Cherokee emigration,' are 
of t}iis nature. But it is with regret the President observes, in this 
eompiunicatien^ aQusions to persons and parties, which d6 not seem' to be 
necessary, and are' calculated to produce an injurious etfect There is 
one error of fact, which it becomes the special duty of this department 
to correct, as tiie requisite information is upon its files.- You state that 
Mr. McOonnell ^'haa for some years past,' under the procurement of 
Judge White of T^messee, been receiving pay from the United States^ 
Goverdment, as a secret and confidential agent,'^ dsc Yoti have been 
led into a mistake on this subject. Mr% MeOonnell .was not empleyed 
under the procurement of .Judge White. The sugg^tion that Mr. 
McOonnelPs services might be useful, as well to the United States as to the 
Cherokee Indians, was made to this department from another and veiy 
respectable quarter. As all the necessary circumstances were not My 
known at the department, proper instructions were given to Mr McOo» 
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sell Mid fsnekMed to Judge TVliitei to be delhreredi if he thooghl the 
arrangement. Would be nsefuL Judge White had no agency whatever in 
the matter, until he was requested, b j the express direction of the Trt' 
sident, to. serve as a medium of.oommpnica^n between Mr. MoOonneU 
and this department. ' < . 

ICr. MoGonnell transmitted various repoiiay ooutaining information 
respecting the state of things in tjie Cherokee country. But .there Is 
nothing in these, going in the sUghtest degree .to show that he did not 
act with due fiddity, as ,well to the United Stittes as. to ^e Oherokee 
Indians. 

It is also a matter of regret,/ that you should have aUndisd at a& to 
the employment of Mr» McOonnell. From* the relaticwi in whioh he 
stands to the Oherokees, and the suspicious disposition of Indiani^ the 
discl(»ureimay eveA put his life at hazard. ' It is therefore the more 
imperative upon me, to state ezplidtly, as-Ihave done, that there was 
nothing i^ the report of Mr. McOonn^ which xx>uid give just offence to 
the. Indians. 

, The President has Greeted me to say, 'that he has read, and approves 
this letter, and. that while he i4)preciates the jEcal you have displayed in 
the execution of your duties^ he deems it incumbent upon him to recom- 
OMud to you great discretiop, ahd particularly to cenvey to you his dis- 
approbatioti o( the illusion you hay^*made to ,the employment ef Mr. 
McOonnelL * ^ ' 

^Very respectfdlly. 

Tour mo^fr obedient eerrant/ 

. [Signed] Lewv Oias. 

Majob B. F. OuBST. Jir«io JEblWta, 6WfyMK. 

w 

I 

To this, on the 16th^ I wrote a very short reply :'^. 

Wmnorai, Jdn, ISA 18SI# 

DsAB Sm.: ' I have the honor to acknowledge that I reod^ed last 
night, yoitr favor under date4>f the 14th, with ita enclosure, (n answer 
to mine -of the 2d inst. t 

The result is so diffi^nt from what, I tl^nk, I had a right to antici- 
pate, (hat I refrain from any remarks on the contents of the letter writteii 
to Mr. Ourry^ by direction of the President. 

I have the honor to be, most respeotfhlly, «.« 

Yotir ob^ent servaQt, . . 

Hu. L. iTim. 

I had applied in the only friendly mode I tx>uld devise, for the .inter- 
position of ^e ekecntive power. I remembered well the great principle 
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for which the'party liad straggled to elerate the Ft^deat to his (^Feeeat 
Btation^ I tdmemberod'-hia ^TecogAition of it in his In^ngond address, 
wh(oh thousands of the dtizena of tbe United States, -m well as most of 
those now in the reach of jnj voice, heard him deliver, as containing the 
principles npon which he would administer the government. The para- 
graph is in the following words :•?-''' 

^^The recent demonstration of public sentiment inscribed on the list of 
executive duties, in characters too le^Ue to be overlooked, the task of 
reform; which wiU require p<j^ticula/rl^ the oorreetwn <^' tko§e ' akusa 
that have btpught the patronage of the fed&ral if avernment into- emfii^ 
^0ith the freedom of elections, and the counteraction of those causes 
which have* disturbed the' rightful course of appointment; and have 
placed, or continued poWer in unfaithful or incompetent hands.*^ 

This short paragraph shows the main ground on which the contest 
rested, when ended in the election of the present Ohief Magistrate^ - It 
contains the sentiments avowed \)f him in presence of nearly twenty 
thousand freemen. It cotrtiunfi the'se^timents v^ich, as one ctf his advo- 
cate, I honestly entertained. Ito6ntains'the sentiments on the main- 
teqancer of -^v^hich I .believe our freed^ and liberty espedially depend. 
I felt hurt and. mortified upon reading the Secretary 'sietter ; t could not 
reply without using expressionB not fit to address to a membei* of the 
President's Cabinet. In pface of Mr. Gurry's receiving such a rebuke as 
would deter him frpm committing a similar offeree in future, it appeared 
to^me that he was complimented. • Although his conduct was not 
approved as to Mr. McCk>nnell, as to me it was very well, that instead of 
an inferior.agent he .was to b^ viewed as an electioneering political diplo- 
matist, and that liereafter,^if the (sbrdiner spoke of by the senator from 
Massachusetts, the other day, is to wear his diplomatic button, -Mr. 
Ourry ought to figure in his political electioneedug $tar and garter. 

But, sir, what was I to do pextt The fialsehood has* gone forth to 
answer the meditated .xnisehief. In son\e of the S^ted it is probable it 
has accomplished its ol^ect.; how is it to be contradicted t I have be^n 
furnished with a. document proving the fidsehood. Is it supposed that I 
would, sneak to a printing office to beg a publication of its contradiction t 
No, I cannot descend to such an act of meanness. If I cou)d, J. dare 
not. The iiroud, high«minded hpnorable men wUo s^nt me here would, 
for such an. act of degradation, recall me from a station amqng^ honorable 
men, and thus gratify some liigh,ii|^ office who seek to di^aoe me* 

My course is here; my place is here: from my stand on this floor I 
contradict the falsehood and expose Ihe injustice. If my opponent yt^ll 
deny ipy, statement, or Justify this outrage, I meet him here openly, face 
to face, eye to eye, and maintain and a^rt what i^ due to my coostita- 
ents and myself, by all honorable means in my power. , 

But the Nashville tTnion-^this t^hicle of slanders ' and fhls^oods, 
gotten up in this city, as I have nnderstood for just such purposes. Ihe 
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«4il(ir c^me here kwt winter, iipoa:hi9'oWm6re notion^ or by the sdBoi* 
tation of soma other person, with, b» I hare anderstood and believe, not 
, more money than woold bear hia expenses; he lived in the house with my 
honorable ooUesgne, and while here, was {dmished with some five or six 
tiKHuaH^ dollars, to establish his press in Nashville, and, withoat relying 
npdn subscribers, to be enabled to throw bis paper into the handa of every 
man who woold condescend to read it, Sven tlus very number, con- 
taining this letter, I have no donbt, has been innoeently sent tmder 
ftl^e fra^k of senators ftsjm this floor, to iiiacy of the States la tbe 
Union. . * ;' ' 

If there is any person within my hearing who cs^n contradict my state- 
ment asto the manner ia which this paper waa estab&hed, . I wish to 
bear him do aa 

[Mr.« Gmndy rose and. stated ^^^* Thai tilic editor had come here last 
winter, not at his instance ; that bow tb^ pnoney was railbd, or by whom, 
he had no knowledge; that thejpap^r had taken its side, and was main- 
taining it as weU' as it could; that he had not noticed this tetter in it, 
and that he knew there* was great scuffling to get -subscp^rs for it at 
home.- Kf. McOonnell he kae#, and thought him a clever man, of good 
sense, and h'e believed he ha^ recomnl^ded him' for this, office.''] ^ 

To wliich lijr. White repHed — Yes, Mr. President, there ioOi a great 
ssnffling to get sabsorfbers i&r it 60 grtet, that our old acquaintance^ 
Samnel Gwin, the land ofiicer, from Mississippi, was called into t^rvioe, 
and when procunng subscribers at Gfallatin,.in Apiil last, wrpte to Mr. 
RitQhi^ Of t&e *^ Enquirer,'' the celebrated letter as tp TeQAeBseei>oIitioH| 
intended unjustly to influence the Virginia elections, and whiph no doubt 
had the desired effect. M^. President, I have made these disclosures 
with great' pain' and- the most deep mortifici^tion; but I deemed it my 
duty to do so. . The answer to my resoltftion; will sliow whether it will 
be in my yower, and whether it will be my dn^y to attempt anything 
ftuther on .the unpleasant subject. ' • - ■ ^ 

The followin^^ia an axtract from Mr. Cony's letter, alladed to la 
the above remarks : 

At the October council, there . attended a certain Mr. Payne, and one 
Samuel McCk>nnell, of Tennessee; Payne hails from New York, but came 
through Georgia. Se is of the wb|g .party, and rumor makes him an 
. abolitionist He, it is said, formed an alliance with Mr.^ngBtreet, of 
Augusta, and other editors, by whidi he was to furnish matt^ and they 
were to print it for political effect McOonn^ is the same who insti- 
gated the arreU of the (Georgia surveyor, and had him carried to Athensi 
Tennessee, for a violation of the intercourse laws some three yeiin ago 
for making lines witlin the limits of your State. ' He has large daima for 
reservations made to Indians under the treaties of 1817-19 ; and haa fiir 
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some yeHas pBst, under tbe precnrement ot Judge* White, of TeimeMee^ 
been receiTing pay from> the United l^tntes government, as a 'secret and 
ooniMentaal agent, while all his yisible efforto ikvB bei»& to detet the 
measnres of the ostensible agents- in bringing sftKnit a trMty. 

I^wis Boss, one of John Boss's exectitlTe counsellors; ylsited Enosrine 
about the eommencement of thib council; and, Irhile absent; much oon> 
oem was manifested b^* John, to know where his brother '!« wis conld'be. 
Lewis at length anited.* 

Bumor was put aioat that Jud^ White, if* made FresideiiLti would do 
much for this people. 

80 constant and glaring did infringements oil the rights of ^ 
people, similar to those exhibited above, become, that thej were a 
constant theme <^ remark on the floor bf^ Congress. Sany/memben 
of th^ opposition inade assertions which ^ere never answered from 
tiie pther side. . In 1836, a dpfecial committee yfas appointed bv the 
House, of Bepresentatives, of wKich Mr. Wis^ was chabman^ to inquire 
i&to the. condition of the public fim(}s. At the instance of iGrenersi 
Jackson and Mr. Van Buren, Judge White wae summoned to iippear 
before this committee, which he did in January, 1887, and gave en- 
* deuce, upon oaih^ pf inanyinstances in' which qjffi<5drB of the govern- 
ment and those in their * employment, had attempted to influence 
public opinion in elections ; and made a. statement of the part the 
Prend^nt himself had t^ken in the late presfdential canvass, as well 
as .his attempt 'to infl^ience tiim in his public duties, both while Be 
was President of the Senate and subsequently. G^eneral Jadcsen 
answered these charg^ in a publici^tion some monthsr afterwards^ in 
which he complained of Judge White's deposition, and flady contra- 
dicted his statemetitst This drew forth Judge White's '^ Address to 
the Freemen of Tennessee.** l^iis was tbo laft intercourse, either of a 
public or private nature, that evet took place between theni. *" 

Judge White's testimony ., before the committelb, - and also • hisr 
answer to General Jackson's circular, are here subjoined, that all who 
desire itay read and decide for themselvel. 

' • . J 

ttSTIMOinr OF THK fiOK. HXTOH L. WHITB 

* 

JSi^4 £Ad committee appointed to in^ire^ into the eaoeoutine 

departmenU^ del 

JfMMRiy, VSMk so^ l8Sf . 
Hoh. Hugl^ L. White, a. senator 6i the United States, summ6ned sib a 
^witness, appeared before the -oommittee, and read k paper of the following 
import: 
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' » IMaration of the Ban. Hugh L. White. 

• ■/ 
1%b: .'On Batardaj erepiog lust, I ip^ sammoned to sttend before the 

oommittee of which iron are chairman, and give evidence touching the 

matters sobmitted to your inreetigation. I now appear before your com« 

mittee, at the time specified in tiie snbpoana, hut net in obedience to iU 

mandate. . ' 

I am a member of the Senate of the United States, now in sesmon, 
and in liie daily dischatge df my dftties as a senator, and, while I am thus 
engaged, do deny tha^ any cotamiittee of the House of Representatives has 
the power, by its mandate, to compel me to absent^myself from the body 
of which I am a member. I do, therefore, protest against the power 
aasamed by yonr conunittee, in the issuance and service of said sub- 
pcsna. ' 

Bnt^ at the. same time that I fed it my duty thus to protest against 
tiie exercise of a power ^v^hich I believe is not vested in your committee, 
I assure them that I wih at all times, when my duties as a senator do not 
compel lAe to be elsewhere, voluntarily attend and give them upon oath, 
all tiie ilifonpation I possess in relation to any of the toatt^ra whtch'may 
come within the, range of their investigation. , 

' I respectfully ask that this protest may be entered on the journal of 
yonr proceedings, lest here&fter, it may be thought I have sanctioned the 
ttxerdse of a power which, it is easy to foresee, may be so used, as to 
dea^y that bo^ of which I am an humble member. 

1 4iave the honor to be, most respectfully, 

, Your obedient servant, 

Hu. L« Wbuv. 

To tt^e Hon. Hsnbt A. Wxbb, Chairman of the 

£^Mei(il Committee of the Eouae <^ Begrekintai^ne*. 

* • • 

The Hon. Mr. WMte then read to the committee another paper of the 
Ibllowing iipport: 

Jteaeone of the Hon. HaghL. White for eoneenting to teit\fy. 

^^Mr. Ohdrraan: B^ore being iswom, it is due ta the committee^ as 
well as mysell^ that I should make a -very- short statement, to show the 
sitoatioa in which I jem about to be placed, without any agency of 



'^ f'or many years I have been on the most intimate and confideuitial 
terms with the Qhief Magistrate. • We have conversed with, and written 
t«, each other, ptehaps with a&much. freedom as if we had been brothen'; 
miich that has passed was, of course, highly oonffdentiaL 
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^ I shotild hold iftyself difigraoed by dengnedly brin^^ any mattei» of 
this kind before the pubfio. 

^* If eworii I must tell wh«it I know or believe to be true; and I oooh 
aider myself called upon to testify, at ^ inttance of the present Chief 
MaglBtrate, and of the distingaished citizen who has been chosen to sne- 
oeed him; and that, if any disclosure I msiymake would' seem to be 
of matters which, as a man of honor, I ought not to make publie, I do 
80 in consequence of the neoeesity they have imposed on me ; and that 
the injunction of secrecy has been removed by them, and not by me. 

^ With this statement, I am now ready to be 9wom, if the committee 
desire it^ 



TesHnumy ^ the Eon, Hugh L. WhiU. 



ft JUt. IS, Vtt, 

A oomrnqnioation in writing, in answer to tlfeiiiteiTogatoiy pnt^ te the 
Hon. Hugh L. White, was rec^ved throng the chairman, and resd to 
the committee, as follows i ' 

The oath administered to me was, *^ t^ teH the tnith* the whole 
truth, and nothing but the tmth," Ao. • ' , . * 

After being thus sWom^ the interrogatory put to me is in the words 
following: , , - - t . 

Question. *^Do you^ of yDur oWn knowledge, know of any act hf 
either of the heads of the executive d^psrtments, whidi )s dtheir oormpti 
or a violation of their official duties ?" 

"From the manner in which this question is worded, it is somewhat 
^ difficult for me to determine to* what extent I ought to proceed in my 
answer. I presume it could not be th^ meaning of the jtommittee to con* 
stitute me the judge of what shall be considered corruption, or a violation 
of official duty, by any of the. heads of the executive departments. If 
80, 1 might believe fiicts within my knowledge did not- amount to eitber 
ooDTUption, or a violation of official duty, and on that acoonnt omit sny 
statement wha^ver ; or, on the other hand, state facts whidi I beUers 
prove one or the other,* when the vrhole committee might disagree with 
me in opinion, and consider. the discdosures entir^y useless, as not tend- 
ing to prove any impropriety whatever. In this situation, I presume I 
shall best discharge my duty by tdling^what I may know ftUihg within 
the range of either of the executive departments, and sud^ cuponmstaneis 
as may tend to show the motive with which the act was done of omitted, 
leaving it to the c6nmiittee to determine whether any statements I may 
mi|ke wiO be- of use or hot in their investigation. 

Of my ^wn knowledge I do not know of any frauds actually. practised 
either as to the sale>of public lands, or in the purchase of Iii<Man refier* 
vations; yet, from information I have received, in which I ocnifidei I ds 
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belkv« great frmnds have l)eea pnotued, sad are yet going oii,a8 to both; 
4nd that in some of these, our own officers or agents have been, afid 
now are, conoemed or interested ;HUid that if the otvnniittee will call 
npon persons who^ere and yet are in the vicinity of the placea where 
those transactions- hare taken place,, to disclose what they know, these 
fraad9,*and those concerned in th^m, can be ascertained./ Whether the 
heads of either of 'the departments are liable to be censored for any of 
these acts, the committee will of coarse decide for themselves, when they 
ahaU have ascertained all the facts: 

In the year 1880 the qrstem now goiiig on for remoTing the Indiana, 
with their ccMiaent, ont.fldfthe limits of the States and territories^ and 
settling them west Of the Mississippi, was sanctioned by* Ooiigresa, It 
has been progressing as r^>idly as possible ever since. The dntiea 
relating to this Wanch of bosiness pertained^ the W«^ Department 

At the session of Congress for the years 1881 and 1B8S, and near the 
time when a 9hort sewon would haire terminated, the Secretary of War 
came to me, as chairman of the Oonmuttee on Indian Affiurs, and stated 
that his dnties were becoming so onerons that he could not discharge 
them without an alteration in the Indian Di^partm^t v that the gentle- 
^man who was then at the head of the Indian burean, and who was then 
reodving a salary of fourteen or sixteen hundred doUars, although n 
very amiable man, was entirely incapable of discharging his duties in 
auch.a manner as to* give that aid whioh the pnblio interest required ; 
that he liad drafted 4 bill to Areata' the office of Oommissioner of Indian 
Affiurs, with a salary of three thousand dollars per annum, which he 
wished me to introdnce, and endeavor to have passed into a.kw. I 
informed him that the session had tiien so far advanoed^^and the opposi* 
tion to the Indian system was so strong, that I doobted it would be out 
cyf my power; besides, that some of the appointments which had'beetf 
mpde, were, in my opinion, i^iudidous, and that if this office were 
created.and filled by a person as incompetent as he represented the per- 
•on then at the head of the Indian bureaojto be, the public business 
would be BO b«tler done, and there would be necessarily a considerable 
incrpsss of expense, and that I was unwilling to move on the subject, 
unless I nould be assured, if tiie office were created, it §hi(mld he weU 
fUled, This he Assurid me shodd be done. I then requested him to 
4>eak with the chairman of the Oommittee of Indian Affiurs of the House, 
$ttd M his co-operation could be procured, I would on my part, do all in 
my pc^er to give^eet to his wishes. 

The bill was introduced, and, owing to the strong representation made 
of the necessity for its passage, the opposition in the Senate was with- 
drawn and the law wa^ passed. Congress adjourned, and no appoint- 
ment of oommissioner wae made until the next session ; and then the* 
flune gentleman jrhose supposed inoompetenoy at the head of the Indian 
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bnraan, with a small salary, had givcm rise to ttm law, was noimnated to 
fill the offioe of oommusioner, to whi«fa Vas attadied the aal^y ci three 
thousand dollars per annum. The nomination was referred to. the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and they reported recommending that the nomi- 
nation should be confirmed. At that session I happened to be in the 
chair; and when J hear4 the report, -withdrew, fi^m the ohair^ and 
spoke to the gentleman who made tl^e report ; told him what had psssed 
between the secretary and myself, and that I felt it due to the Senate 
and to the conntry that the flacts should be disolo8ed,^80 that the nomina- 
tion might be aotefl ott with a. ftill nnderstandii^ of the fSMts. He told 
me he wonld have the nomination laid on tbe table, nntil he oonld see the 
secretary, and hare his ei:planatioii on the subject. H^ did .so, and sfter- 
wards informed me that he had seen and oonyersed with the secretary, 
and commnnicated Jto him my. statement ; and that the secretary admitted 
my statement to be tme, as to what passed between os, bat that after 
the passage of the law Mr. Herring had devoted^ himself to acquiring 
a knowledge of the dnties pertaimng to the t)ffice,*and wae then well 
qualified todischaige them. Undev this statement I said nothing fwtber^ 
and the nomination was confirmed;, and it so did happen that, althoo^ 
I aever heard Mr. Herring's integrity caBed in qaestjon, yet his want of' 
capacity was admitted by all with'whom I conversed before he qnit tiie 
office. * - « 

poring the last sesmon he.was appointed pay-master, and Mr. 0. Harris 
appointed commissioner, who, s6 fiBu: aft ^I can Judge, is a most fisithfiil, 
competent and efficient officer. 

. I think the public interest suffered much from ihe incompetency of Mr. 
Hening while he was in office; and that it wU) take some time still to 
come- before his successor, with all^his seal, watchfulness and indnStiy, 
will, be enabled to make those reforms which the public interest reanires. 

I feel that I should do the late secretary iigustice, were I to stop here. 
I do not belieTe' he'intended to deceive me, or to ii^ure the public, when 
he promised me that if the offioe was created it shonld be well filled; but 
that after it was created, cm At connoted itself with aU the ramifieatient 
iff the Indian Depa/rtment^ and the officer might haoe a v&rpextendve ^^ 
enfie^ it was esteemed a matter of importance to have it filled with a 
decided fiiend to the gentleman who was then looked to by the President 
and-mai^ othets as the person who ought to succeed.the present Chief 
Magistrate; and that the 'secretary was constrained to yield to an influ- 
ence which he believed he had not the power successfully to resist I 
am the n&ore inclined to adopt this opinion,! because, firom a veiy exten- 
sive intercourse with the secretary relative to the Indian affiiirs, I was 
impressed with the belief that inall cases where he was left free to pur- 
sue his own judgment, he was disposed to act with the utmost &imess, 
and with a strict regard to public, interest; and becau9e I know, in i^ 
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maimer most sstisfaietoiy to mjself, tiiat, as early as 1881 (if not 'sooner), 
when the first cabinet was dissolved, and a new one to 1>e created, the 
President had fixed his mind npon the present President eleot as the most 
snitable person (o succeed him; and that, with a yiew to piDoim har- 
mony among the members of his p<ilitical fi&mily, it was considered 
important to remove fix>m the old cabinet three gentlemen, who, it was 
believed, did not coincide in opinion with him upon that subject, and 
fiorm a new cabinet which would be a wiU ; th^t is, each member of it 
concurring with the President as' to the persan meet proper to succeed 
him when his eight y^rs of service should itenkiinaie. 
* ' When the old cabinet was broken' up, it was not wished to have the 
aervices of Hiijor Eaton.; the intention and wish waJs, io put me in his 
place, and with my aid in Tennessee, to have him elected* to. sncceM me 
in the Senate. ' 

This opinion as to the motive fbr the appointment of Mr. Herring is 
fltin further fortified and confirmed in my mind, fix>m the belief .that a very 
large portion of all the officera appointed from that time to this have been 
selected upon the same principles, and with a view to the same object. 

Oonnected with this subject, and tending to show Hbat I am most prob- 
ably correct In tbe^ view which I take of it, there are inany circumstances 
Which I have beopme acquainted With, which show that the ^President 
watched with care, and uniformly endeatored to prevent, everything 
which would have the eff^t of enabling any other xsitizen to compete, 
BDccessfnlly, with the gentleman who was his favorite; During the same 
session of 1882 or 1888, when Mr. Herrihg was appointed. It will be 
remembered, the United States seemed to be (Ai tiie ere of a civil' war 
"^th South OaroHna, on account of the tariff; and that a bill wto sent to 
the House of Repreitontatives from the^Treasury Diepartment, proposing a 
modification and a reduction of il ; thatthe provisions of tiiat bill were 
BO changed in the -House, that tt became Tery unadceptable io a ^oge 
minority, and had no prospect of finaOy passing; that, in this state of 
things, and after what was called the Force Bill had been considerably dis- 
cnssed in the Senate, Mr. Glay introduced wliAt is commonly called the 
Compromise BUI; and, upon its second reading, it had been referred to a 
select committee, composed of seven members. * This committee, it was 
my duty, as presiding officer, to appoint. Before the members of it were 
namc^, I received -a note from the Pkiesidehl, requesting me to go to hia 
house, ks he wished to see me. I returned for answer, that while the 
Senate was in session it wa9 out of my power to go, but tibat as soon as it 
adjourned I #ould call on him. I felt the high responsibility which 
rested on me in appoinljng the committee; the fiite of the bill, in a good 
degree, depended on It; and if- the bill failed, we would' probably be 
involved in a most pdnfbl conflict. I endensvored to make the best selec- 
tion I could, by taking some tariff men; some anti-tarifl^ one nnllifier and 
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Hr. Clay himself— ^ping that if a jnijority of a oomnuttee, in whieh all 
interests and views were representctd, coold agree on anj^ing, it waf 
likely it would pass. Taking t^ese principles fo( jaof guide, I wrote down 
the names of seven members, Mr. Clayton, of DeUware, being one; and 
immediately before we a43onmed, handed the names to the secretary,^ 
with dire<;tions to put them on the Jountal, and in the course of the even* 
Sng waited on the Premdent. Soon after we met, he mentioned that he 
had wished to see me on the sntyject of appointing a. committee on Xr. 
Clay^s bin, to ask that Mr. Clayton might not be put on it ; aa he was hos- 
tile to the Adininistration, and unfdendly to Mr. McLane, he feared h^ 
would use his .endeavor to have a preference given to-)fr. Clay^a bill over 
that of the Secretary of the Treasuiy, or worda to that effect. I obserred, 
in answer, that it would always give me great pleasure, to confbnn to the 
wishes of my. political friends, whenever I could do so with propriety; 
but that the tpeaaury hill had b^n so alteced and mangled, and that, i^ I 
understood, in a good degree* by the votes of. his own party, that it hai 
but few friends ; that we. deemed to be on the eve of a civil war, and that 
for tfa^ sake of averting such a cal^ity, J would further att in my power 
any measure, come fh>m whom it might, which Wpuld give peace to the' 
country, and that any bUl, having that for its ot^ept, was esteemed by 
me a measure <^(ne po^ty^ and any man who was the author of it wss 
welcome tp all the credit he. oopld gain by it. 91it, at all events, it was 
too lato to talk on the subject, ai^ I had banded 'the naine» of the commit- 
tee to the secretary before we adjourned ; and that aa I h^id a ^ery hig^ 
opinion of l(r. Claytonje talents and liberal feelings, I had put him on the 
committee, without knowing he was persbnaDy unkihd to the Secretary 
of the Treasury. H^ th^n asked ^e if I could not see the secretary of th^ 
Senate that evening, and substitute' some oth^ name for Mr. Clayton, 
^fore th» jouhial was made up ; I told him I could not — in my judgment 
it would. be wrong; and then^the interview terminated. 

Ail incident oceurred relative to an appointment^ ftlling in with .the 
businees of the State Department, which I fed it my duty to state, bat do 
not know that the Secretary of State had any participation in it 

At the session of 1988 and 1384, if my memory serv^ me, Mr. Steven- 
son, of Virginia, was nominated as lifinister to Great Britdn, and his 
nomi;iation rejected. At tbaaeasion of 1884 and 1886, on Uie Sunday 
immediately preceding the close of the session, a gentleman balled at my 
lodgings to see me, and infon^ed me that he had called, at the iQstanoe 
of the President, toK)bnsult me on the «u{iject of again nominating Mr; 
Stevenson aa Minister to Great Britain; and to say, that if I believed a. 
majority in the Senate could be procured Xo confirm the nomination, the 
name of Mr^ Stevenscm would be sent in ; if not, na nomination would br 
mad^ duJ7ng the session. I obeerved to the gentleman, I.oonld not give 
any answer, as I had heard nothing on the. subject, and had not ]:efleeted • 
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on it ; and Airther aald^ from what T oonid hear, I was at a loss to know 
whether I mjs^ was riewed as fHendly, or the reverse. The gentleman 
rieplied, there was.A mistake on that subject; that it was commonly 
thoneht Mr. Sterenson and Mr. Ritchie, of the Enquirer, were friendly to 
Mr. Y4n Baren, bat that was not sb ; they were soared With him, 
tielie^ng' it was bis wish to makd Mr. Rives the great man of Virginia. 
Aiter some fdrther^oonversation^ I told him t woa]d think of it nntil nett 
mormng, and Woold then tell hiin what I thought. He did caD the nett 
morning, when I reqnesttod him to say to the President,' that I had no 
Sieans of knowing how 6the» senators woold vote, And that the only 
advice I oonld give was, for the President to do what he believed to be 
his dnty, leaving the senators to discharge theirs. 

The nomination was not seilt in till the next session^ and, in the mea 
time, Mr. Stevenson had b^en presiding officer at the Baltimore conven 
tion,4md an active partisan in aiding tb carry oat the vi«ws-ahd wishes. 
of the President as to his snooessor. 

As the time of the election of his snooessor i^prosched nearer and 
Bearer, &e Chief Ma^trate became more and fnore open and ondisgaised 
in his intederence to influence and control ptlblic jopinion. I am well 
acqnaintM with his signatore, and have seen many newspapers and other 
publications sent under his frank to individuals, and to'memb^rs of assem* 
bly, calculated and' intended to injure, in public. estimation, those who 
were tufwiUin^to act in accordance with his wishes as' to his successor; 
have seen a toast given by him at -a public dinner ; have seen letters pub- 
fished from hiih in newspapers, and have heard of many othei« and now 
have copies of some never published ; and all this after he had endeavored 
to induce me; and the State in which I reside, to accede to his wishes, 
under the promise of 4iis influence to h(Lve my name used In the flrst 
instance as Vlce-Pre^dent, and afterwards for the Presidency, as I have 
been informed, and Verily believe. And to satisfy the cdmnrittee that I 
do norspeak unguardedly, and from unirind feelings upon this subject, I 
subjoin to this answer the extract of a letter dated 28d August, 1886, from 
Mr. OrviUe Bradley, of Hawkins county, Tennessee. He is a man of high 
diameter- for intelligence and veracity, and I haice not the shade of a 
doubt that'ererything he there states on the subject of his convenation 
with the President is strictiy true. 

In the course of last summer, the President made a visit to his home 
in Tennessee; and, as* I have been informed, and verily believe, almost 
as soon 'as he entered the State, denounced me and several of my col- 
league who are my politicaT friends, j>ublicly,'aiid in* strpng terms; 
charging some of them, and esp^ally Ool. Peyton, with having given a 
rote relative to ^an appropriation on the Cherokee treaty, directiy con- 
trary to what the journal, the newspapers, and members if ho had been 
present, at the passage of the bill, showed^ and stated to be the fact ; and, 
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m to another of them, Mr. Hnntmian, in answer to a qneetion from him, 
hfi alleged he wu an the fence^ and it was daubtfkU which side he wonld 
fall; and afterwards, when written to .hy Mr. Hontsman, wojold appear 
to have forgotten th^t he ever nsed such ezpreesionsj all whi<& wiQ 
appear hj a copy of Mr. HantBjpum's letter to him; and a copy of his 
answer, and my reply, hereto attached ; ;and the oon^nittee witt readily 
perceive, by an extract of a letter from OoL O'Brien, and a oert^oate o£ 
Mr. Oarriger, both highly respectable men, that his memory is so much 
impaired, as not to be relied on, even for a few months, for what he has 
said relative to the character and condnct of a representative in Congreaai 

Under all these circnmstances, slthongh I feel I, and tjie Senate through 
me, were misled, in the creation of the office of Commissioner of Indian 
AfGiirs^ and in the appointm^t of Mr. Herring to fill said office ; and 
believe that, upon investigation, it will 1^ fonnd that frands, in this brandi 
of the administration of the War Department, have been conunitted; and 
tliat some of the officers or agents of the government have participated 
in, and derived pecnniary benefits from them ; yet I do not believe tiie 
Secretary of War intended to do wrong, bat was coiutrained to .aot in 
accordance with the wishes of others. 

Amidst t^e, variety of daily dnties claiming attention, and without 
anything but a general question pointing io a particular transaction, it is 
very probable that some fitcts and circumstances, within my knowledge, 
are omitted, which more direct and specific questions would bring to my 
recollection. It has been my wish tamake my answer as full as I rea* 
■onably could, that I mi^t save the oonunittee the trouble of a protracted 
examination. 



JSktraet/MnJM^. BradkyU Letter. 



. Hkyrwae Ootnrrr, Km Tmmiiwii, Awg^ 98, 1881. 
In the fiill of 1 884, on his return from the West, General Jackson called 
at my father's ; I was with him then, and travelled some distance with 
him idong the road in this county (Hawkins). In the course of the time 
we were together, the subject of succession was freely discuased. Tour 
claims were mentioned, and the feeling of the State to have opposition to 
Yan Buren. I spoke of the attempt which had been made in the assem- 
bly .of 1888, of which I was a member, to nominate Judge White, which 
I told him I thought I had been mainly instrumental in defeating, by 
virtue of an authority you had given me before you left Nashville, lo say 
you desinsd it should not be dp^c Ltold G^eral Jackson thatl thought, 
after having had considerable opportunities of forming a correct estimate, 
that. I felt satisfted that two-thirds of the members- of that assembly were 
indisposed to support Yan Buren, and would not do it, if they could get' 
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mj other rwpectable qua of their own princi^es to vote for.; that Uml 
aflflemblj wba only restnuned from nominatiag Jadge White, by hie own 
diinnclination to sach nomination, tfnd by an aprprehension that in the 
oonditien 6f . the public feeling in the TJnited Statee (it was jnst after the 
i«moyal of the depoeitB), that his nomination might throw snob a fire- 
bnmd into the ranks of the Administration as mi^t break down Jndge 
White, and prostrate the whole party, and throw the power of the 
gbremment into the hands of the bank party, and by the ftzrther consi- 
deration, that as Tennessee had the incnmbent of the Presidenoy, that .it 
might be consider^ arrogant in them to be the first to nominate another 
id her citii^ns for that high office. I also stated to GeneralJackson my 
opinion, that if Jndge White shonld reoeiTe a respectable nomination any- 
where ont of the State, that it wonld be immediately and generally followed 
up in Tennessee^ I told the President t^t immediately after the rise of 
• the assembly, and before I left Nashville,- 1 had written to Jndge White a 

a 

Mi acconnt of the state of things at Nashville, all that had occnrred, the 
part that I had taken, 'sni the reasons that had Inflnenoed me,^ and that 
Jadge White had immediately answered me, approving of my course, and 
stating that if he had been nominated^ that nnder the state of things thai 
then existed at Washington, he should have felt bound to put down the 
movement under his own hand and signature. * 

I further told Gknaral Jackson, that I thought there was a decided 
indisposition in TentLessee to support Van Bbren, and intimated to him, 
that although, under the droumstanoes that then existed, I had felt it my 
duty to oppose, among the members, any attempt by the assembly to 
bring out Jndge White, that I did not like to support Van Buifen, if I 
oould please mysflf any better. « General Jackson entered warmly into a 
vfiodicadon of Van Buren ; spoke of him in the highest terms, said that 
he was the man to whom the party, generally, ont of Tennessee, was look- 
ing to be his suiteessor ; that White could hardly get a vote ont of Ten- 
nessee, and that Tennessee muiyt not separate firom the rest of his iUefids ; 
that 1m found there*was a strong disposition in this State to press the 
claims of Judge White, bnt that it would not receive any countenance or 
■npport elsewhere. But ftoher, said.he,.this matter must be compro- 
mised. Judge White and the State of Tennessee ough^ t6 be satisfied to 
have the name of Judge White on the ticket with Mr. Van Buren as Vice 
President Judge White is yet young enough to come in after Mr. Van 
Buren, and such an arrangement will make all right now, and secure^ the 
certain elevation of Judge White, after Mr. Van Buren. I do not know, 
said he, with a smile, what we shall do with Richard M. Johnson, but I 
suppose we ean arrange the matter with him some other way. General 
Jackson reqtiested me to come on to Washington at the commencement 
of the session of Oongress ;• and whenl told him I oould not, he requested 
me to write to him during the winter what was going on'in Tennessee. 
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I told General Jackson, when he propose^ th&t Jnd^ White Bhoald be 
p«it on the ticket as Vice President, that if'Jadge White should be ran on 
the same ticket with Tan Bnren, that I would snpport it, and I thought 
a mijonty of those who were desirous of brining out Judge White in 
Tennessee would do the same, but that it would not satisfy alL 

I told the substance of this conyersation to Judge PoweD, and John 
Kennedy, Esq., shortly Ikf^r it occurred; I think, also, to John Young, of 
this oounty, and S. D. Mitchell, and, perhaps, to some others. 

When yon came on afterwards, the same fidl, on your way to Washing 
ton, I told it to you at Rogermlle.' Tour reply, alter listening till I got 
through, was, that the office of Vice President of the United States was a 
place not unworthy of the ambition of any man^ when properly obUuned ; 
that it was, perhaps, greatly superior to your merits, but that you would 
not accept that or any othe^ office, when your name was to be used as a 
lure to draw men into the support of a ticket they would not otherwise 
vote for. We had oth^ and ftirther conversation on the miatter of the 
same tenor, which it is not^necessary now to^ reci^itulate. Immediately 
after my leaying your room, I was accosted by several of those to whotii 
I had told General Jackson^s proportion of your being put on the ticket 
as Vice President, and asked if yon would accede to that proposition. I 
gave them your reply, al above set forth. They then said you would 
[not] run; for in the conversations they had' heiffd upon the subject of 
your nomination, it had been maintained by many — perhaps, * migori^ 
— that you would not allow your name to be nm at alL General Jackson 
had expressed that opinion in the oonrersation w« had.'' He had also 
stated, he had no Qbjection to a nomination of Judge White, if he was 
only recommended to the American people, and to the favorable <XHi8ide- 
ration of a general convention of the party; but that any attempt to pro- 
cure an absolute nomination must be [Art down'by his fKends. 

The foregoing is the substance of my conversation yniL General Jack- 
son, in relation to your nomination and being 'run fbr the IVesadency to 
the best of my recollection. At this late period, I •hav'e, for the first time,^ 
attempted to reduce it to writing, and, of ooursCy^caonot pretend to be 
absolutely and certainly right in every particular. But I think I have 
committed no essential eiTors. 

You are at liberty to use this letter as you please.^ I do not wish it 
to go itato the newspapers without some strong necessity. But if saofa 
should exist, I will not shrink fh>m the responsibility. 

Your friend, 

OBvnxB Bbadlbt. 

The Hon. Huos L. Whixb. 
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Dxi^ Stat : In a speech which wtt made by Judge White at Jonebboro, 
.Tennessee,' and wHich has been published in the papers of that State and 
elsewherej he stated in substance (I ^ave not the speech before me)^ that 
you were asked how I stood in relation to the Administration, and the com- 
ing election for President; tmd tiiat your reply was, I do not ZNO'^ir sow 
BE jiTAime ; l fexuxYS hs is ufok ths TXiroB, AfTD IT 18 jjsotxrAis maoA 
eips HS WILL DBOp. The first time I saw Jndge White after the pnbli- 
ektitm of. Ids speech, I requests to Jcnow who was his anthor in regard 
to the expresfflon yon were said to have made. He gave the name,(^ Mr. 
O'Bi^enJ'.of Washington connty^ Tenneseee Of I remember right), as the* 
person who heard yon make the expression. It seenu ihat one of my 
oqlleagaes, and an honorable member from Virginia, hftye thought proper 
io veiterate this charge upon the floo^ of Opngress, in the discussion of a 
-qneetion iiow pending ^d nndeterminatdd' in the. House of Bepresenta- 

tirea, . • . ,' * > * • ' ' • •* 

> » • ■ • • • 

^dt having i^ij^abquaintance witib Mr« O^Brieo, and having some doubts 
in regard to the accuracy A his statements, I hope you wiU not de^ln U 
disrespectfril in me to ask from«you a rtfut^ian or a e9f\fimMi9n of it 

I Idio-^, dr, that ^e weighty alEEuts o^ gov^hmient, wUdh draw to 
ligrgely up<m your time and e;tten6oii, leave youlyut little time to attend 
to iunall matters lilce'thiis; yet.k has become one of ooAsiderabl^ import- 
ance to 9ie, or it k made so throilgh the agency of otHerau 

As Xdo not'«oonsider that t occupied'fhe doubtftd position asogned me, 
and having no re^^i to lieliere, that you would Imowingly do me* the 
least, ii^ustice, I ask with t3\e idiore confidence your answer as eio-ly as 
m^ be ooivenient. ,. 

With sentiments of respect, I have the bonerto be, * ' 

\ . . I . Your most obe^nt servant, ' 



■^^ 



VeMiefrS,lSM.(r.) 

' BiB4 Tour letter of therlst instant Uheibn me. I have not the slightest 
leooBe^tioDi of having made the remarks in referenca to yo^ which, it 
aeems from your note t)^,ye8terday^i>dat6^ was imputed by Judge White 
to met, in.« epeeefar at Jonesboro, Tennessee.' J do not know, nor have I 
tmj #eooUeotion of thewitness to whom Judge Wluterefiars you. I have 
BO aoqoaintanoe with theO^Brfen fiunlly« Alid it is scarcely possible 
tfaat.I ^hffM have entered into the Duniliar dSsoonzse deswibedbyJu^ 
Whit^ with a perfect Strang^, without retaining ^some tnee en my 
ttoiAory of the man, of <tf the extraordinary qmestioniog to which it 

20 
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would, seem, he snljected me. If I had been interrogated about yon, l>f 
one whoml tboogfat entitled to take 8!\6h liberty, I ahoold have aaid to 

..him that I esteemed yon,, from your ypte^and coorae in Oongreas, ps a 
fiiehd to the Adfaiinistration;^ that in regard io the then pendii^ election 
for President, yon were the avowed friend of Judge White for Preaideat^ 
but willing tO give effect to the wishes, of your constituents, if they pre- 
fer!^ Mr. Van Bu^en, in case the. election* came into the Hodte of Repre- 
sentative. • ' 

It isi however, superfluous la\>br to contradict the fabrications ^utfbrtb 
by Judge White. %nd his spe^h-makers, whp, it seems from your note, 
jaxe repeating the s'tories made up for their electioneering 'haraagnes in 

^ the House of Representatives. The public knpw how to estimate Cheir 
assertions^ If it 'v^exie wprth t^e trouble, th^re Is not .one of thdriap- 
ratives with which -ihpy have, ponnected my name, so far as I h&TO 
heard, that could not be proven as mere fiction by all the persons wh(»n 
they represent as beaidng a pi^.ln what liiey pretend to describe. 

.But 1^0 not blame these -subalterns. Judge !Whije himself lA hii 
foioxville speech, did not hesitate to lea^ the way in this boA Of tradvo- 
tion. ^ To di^tinguis^i ^is own pnrity, and claim credit for disinterested 
moderation, in declining £he Vice Presidency (and at the same^mioment 
when he was seeking the l^residency Itself^' and electioneering for it by 
boasting of "his incomparable modesty)^ he gave the people of 'fennessee 
to .understand that 1*1^ attempted to purchase his support of Hr. Van 
Bur^n by an o^^r. of the Tice Presidency as the first consideratdoii,' wiUi 
the Presidenpy itself in reversion. 'There never wa^ a grossed Bbel thaa 
this. There Is aboi;it as inuch truth in it, as thei^' Vas sincerity. iii ihst 
lame kpology in the ^udge^s l/stter to Mr.* Prior Lea, wherein Judge White 
pretends he was desirous l!p prevetit m^ election to the jSenate of tike 
United States, ahd ■ send my bitterest, enemy to that body, ^ving^m a 
high station whence to scatter calumnies against me, merely for my good 
— naniely to advance my pretensions to the Chief Magistracy, hy sunng 
me irom the suspicions pf accepting the senatorial office as. a meaiiB of 
electioneering for myself I An- office which he li|tely ^accep^ preciiely 
under the droumJBtances which subjected hitk to the identical impnta- 
Uon from whiph he was ,ao anxiot» to screen me I This^ and many 
recent developments- of character, show that. Judge White, under atroog 
temptation, has a lax code of -morals ffnt himself; and h!s mflarkaUe 
readiness to invent -pretexts to cover the naked anil pa^MA>le^flelfiBh- 
nesa of. his late tergiversations and multiplied inoonaialeiicieat. sh0wi 
that he need' not tax the inventiott .of Ids subordinate inatnunentB for 
falsehoods^'td suit hie ezigenciea* Wheitfter,'MMn, he/has &l^caAed biD»* 
sen the* improl>able story to which* yon. refer, in addition- k|*ihe other 
shameful •impi^tationg with which 1l» has asaoeM-ted my nan»i or^ is in^ 
debted for them to some of the numerous fannily of the 0^Briena,1a matler 
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of Imt litHe mQment to me. .They all now stand in eqiial credit witih the 

country. ' -', . 

^. . ^Ivn, sir, your most obedient 'servant, • ^ . 

The Hon. Adax HnriBiair, Ia £)0ng]<es8. 

P.^ As Jnd^ White baft been the sobjeot >of your fetter and th^ 
nply tcrit^ yon wiU pleaso show liin>'£l)i0 my answer. 

* C^'^ifli 2e<^ fo' C^ J92>n. ii€20m JBuntiman^jTOf^ the Voii. Hugh ' 

♦ 

WisBoroiOM Jiu^ 4i\ 188T. 

1 DxA8 Snti .Herewith I retnm thh oorrespondei^ between yon and the 
President, dated th^ 1st and '2d instant, Whioh y6a handed me this after^ 
noon. Sa yon i*eqiv6sted, I have not showi\ it to any person, npr have J 
^Aentien^ to any ede that I have se^ it. • 

I foel called .on^ When retaining it, to 'say something 'i^ relation to^ita 
Contents. •^' . , , ' , ' 

In ithe President's answer, he^says be hfis no recoDeotien ol^ Mr..O']^enj 
and thinks it pot likely he would have been cateohised by an enfire 
stranger, dsc. \ . 

I pever-flatd that Ht O'Brien bad conversed with, or asked him a 
. qoestioi}-, 1!)nt that he heard him make the statemeiit in answer to^qnee- 
tions pni 1)y others, in Jonesboro. ' ML I loiow is, that Mr. O'Brien gave 
me the information. He is a respectable msin.' I believe what he told 
me to be tnse ; and tiiVdrcntnsti£hoe that the ih-esident does'not reooIlM^ 
anything on'thp snbjeot }s only additioinal proof that the best of 119 cannoi 
always'reoollect w^hat^we have said. Onr colleagne, General Clurter, was 
..present, and heard. my ^conversation With Mir. b'Brien, and .to him I refer 
yon.lor the aceifrtfcy of my i^tatemeitt' ■ *" 

As tQ^the other parts Dffthe 'Presideit'a letter;! regret to fin4 Uie 
temper in which' it is Written. It in JiUgee in statements and sn^picioq^ 
not'oidy 'erroneeas, bat nnfonnded and nnJoH. 

Everything in the speeeh state4 ^ of my own knowledge was tmOi 
and everything«<derived froia the infbnkiation of others I then beHeve^, 
and yet.believe, tobe tnie* 

^ f h<^ yon will not deem me onreasonaBle) when I iA a copy of thl$ 
ecMTespondenoe. ^ .- * * •> 

.1 do n^* compliun of the i^fnnotion imposed, not to $hn» it', to ttri)r 
perton," bat if yon have allowed others to see. it, and. make its oontoAti 
the foundation of -acoasationd against me, I would think I was nhfjdily 
.treated^ and that ^on ongfat to remove Itet injunction. 

Moat aiboerly aod troly yonrs, 1' 

* * ■ • ^^^ 

, Hu, L. W&RS. 
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(kp^tf^k tetter finm John (/Brien^ JEkq. to thi Scn^ ft. & GarUr. 






Dcut Sift : TonnTof ' the Wi in^t^ut ina received on jeeteiday ereA- 
ingi r^neeting me to itftte the partionlars reepecting an ezpresBion I 
iMftiJliStoiMral J^dcBon^ake wiuhiin Jonesbero. Ontheerodngorthe 
dfly of Qeneral Jaokaon'e airiYal la JoaeeboRS taooideiitaily.faappcMtf 
mt the pleoe, and aft^ night, was invited bgr the Hon. John Blair, to if$Jk 
with him to Nathan Qainmon^ Esq., to see the IVesideiitL I aooom- 
paniediiim^ a&d w^/^intro^aoed by him to 1^ Prwdent.. *InunediiKtdj 
after my introduction, Itooka ^nt^ut a dhort distanoe from ih& FreBi- 
dent, ne^jr Mr* Dondson and 0. .Gamnnm^ Eaq. I was ao near the 
Preaideot, ^t I could •.distinctly hear every wo/d h€( eaidi He w» 
asked by aome 'gentleman in the room Xfor there were aeveral present)^ 
What he thought of Bev^niT 6f \he Tehn^ssee delegation in CoBgreBs; to 
all of wUch questions he replied. . Amopgst ISie rest he «wf8 asked what 
b^ thought of If r^ Huntsman. Hereplied^: ^^-He is on the* fence, sir, and 
I .iio not know on which side he may falLr^ I remabied in the room a 
jhort time aftet the General had made thd foregoing expiesaioii, and left 
ibe room with the Hoa. John Blair.' • . 

' "Snotosed is a certific^^ from under the hand of Ohrislnif E. QtarigBT, 
Esqv^^ accompluii.ed the Ejsn. John Blair and myself from Mr. blsir^s 
•to Mr. Qamnion^s. >1 wi}l go* to>roneshore this evening*, apd endeavor to 
obtitift the statement9 of some gentlemen there, Vrho were preset at the, 
tlihe^ which 1 Will endooe to yo^ so soo4 m I obtain them. - 

. '"Vl^itH'high ooqsideratidn, I renwnyoqr friend, 

u . • JonO'fiBA 

Geo. W* Q. Puou. 



U 



^ - . 0Bri{/Uat9 c/CfhriiUmS. Okfrriger^ Eti. 



' I dohei^by oertlQr, f||^ on General Jackson's ]|0t vi8it«> Jonesbero, 
^011 hi^ way to the HerjUitage, at the request of the Han« Joh& Blsir^i 
Went in company with him and John O'Brien, Esq., to^see the General, 
at KalhaA Gftmmpa'^ Jplsq. That at ICr. ^asnmon'e, in preaenoe of l(r. 
0*Brien and several other ^ntlemen, t heard some gentleman ask the 
Gepeal «everal questions respecting the T^messee idelegatieii; atuoD^ 
other ^e^rtiona, w^ he thought of the Hon. Adam HUntsmai^f '^Heii 
iMi thjs ftihce, sir^ apd I do not know on w|i'ich side hawill,^;** ^wastlM 
General's reply, (i& near as I canremember) vevbatiin.' 

• QtXy^ai under my hand, 

GHmaxiAK R GAaoen: 
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#blA>w emzBrer A reo^t prodiictibB, o^er thenftmeof tlielfttBOhM 
If agmtrate of the U^ted 3tatea, 110V going the ronndfl ib onr neiNpapen^ . 
Impotas oA nie the ^nty of addreoriiig yon^ We fiice i^ Btnoge inam. 
At peace with hll t^eTwoTld, a haodfiil o£ aav^gee ekcbpted ; a few month» 
ago, a(>parentljr profiperoo^to aft extent ahnoet'imezampled, with Amd» 
in the.treflikniry bo Cut beyond the eoonomical wantd of the federal ^^rem- 
ment, thai statesmen ^eice perpkxed to know how to <6spoee of theml' 
KoW, onr coo^mer^ destroyed^ our i^erohants in drery^direbdon rnizied 
snd breaking; ^e crops of onr {banters without a market, and tiiey tit 
debt, Vithont any i^^ana witli which to make pa^meilt; specie peymearta 
awipkkded b^ onr banks^ ancl th'eiv notes depreciated, and the goretnilienl 
itself placed 111 sach a situation, as toits ntoneyed concerns; that ii cfta- 
not move ; hardly a doU«r <9)hi M collected tor paid without a yiobtioii 
of onr afets of Ck>ngre88. What has cai^sed this6 misfi>rttmea| is a qne*> 
tion of grave and sdemn icbpott. It i^ one, in relation to' it^hidit every 
i^&n is called oir to fbrm an opiiuon, and a free exprsBsdon of opiniona 
aincerdy entertuhed^may, it is to be hbped,'lead to aome saitablereofbdy; 

For my seU^ I cannot doiibt hot tii^ specie otrcnlar, aa it is 6alled,' wl^ieir 
iasned in Jnly last, Imd the mode' 0(Lopted to transfer to the)req>e«tive 
fixates tKbir proportions of onr stirpkis treasare, were the immjsdiat»caaees. 

I have ever believed that cihsniap lesa jnstiflable than any act of o^ 
Meral execntive. . It midertakee io iegiilatefOT the people of the United 
States liy the -ioli power of the Pr^iidiiU, It makes distinctioBs bet#%QB 
diffef^ clakut of odrdtiz^nsj.wiilQh I dgubt whether 'Obngreeai wftfi 
the aid of the President would Jiave the power to make ; and I IM ooia* 
fldent, if they had the power' they dar& not exeniie it,* 

Indep^dently of the President having no power to canse such an ordef 
to be istrued, its provisiona were unwisci uqjnst, and^ calculated to pvt- 
&ce* the nbrf state 6f things which now exists. Frem' the time I first 
re%d it^ I have ever Inost firmly beUeved ti^e true reasons which gave rise 
to it were net avowed by its authors. It beaca date in, July,' a few daja 
^iter thp riseof aOoDgrQRs at which an act had passed directing a portion 
of the sufplpa revenue. t» ^ deposited, ifith the States. This adt was 
very ofiensive to the Pttsident, although he gave it his- signature. On^ 
olject th^,'o| this circular was, td lessen the sales of the public landa, 
so that there might t)e littie or nothixig to divide on the taefit day of Jaih^ 
nary and afterwards. 

A Presidential election was then^ pending and the Inci^nbent waa using 
his influence la &vor of one of tb«ican^&datea, and it was be&eved the 
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permifldxonio t^e ^60]^le of the nev States to pay for thm landB in ha$ik 
notii till -after the FresMendal election, would infloence tbdr votes ia 
flavor' of his candidate, and a still more importimt objeot was, to pradnoi 
Buoh a ran upon aU banks as would* compd them to suspend specie pay* 
me^t. Every holder of a hank note ia- told in sul^taace^ that it is doubt^ 
ful whether his note 4b good, that the banks had 6vertraded ttemselTfls 
and would probably be unable ,to pay th^ir 4dbts. This'idea is adFaaced 
by the'Presideat of the tTni ted- States, ijl whom the people had unbounded 
oonSdenot^ and who ^m his official station had a ri^ht to know the/«ndi 
an4 condilion of each oi the di^mit banks. Kothing oould have been 
h(s(jter odonlated to, produce a run upon the banks than such a statem^t ' 
from such a source; Ia addition to this destructioQ of th^ir exedity all 
those who held notes and did not reside in the State where tb6y might, 
wish to purchate lands must necessarily oqU for specie from the baaksi 
aa nothing else would be received at tlie land offices. 

This attack 04 the credit of the oanks and the runs either made or 
expected, cxw^p^lled'.them not only to withhold. the 9sual accommoda- 
tions; from merdianti^ Wt to ^sact payment fbr debts already .contracted. 
Thu&. merchants must psobably fail first and 4hen the banks must surely 
Ibilow, shoi:tiy afberwards. * * * . ' 

JBut if the circular it^lf tnas not sufficient to destroy the crtddit oi the 
banks, the mo^e proposed p>r transferring tbe funds to. the respective 
States was weil calculated to give it the finai blow: ^ The specie was to be 
drawn from ^e deposit blanks, to be placed in^e Stat^ treasuiy. Ck>.uld 
any pl«a have been devised better calculated to alarfti the banks and 
society f Beside, no coi;[C6ivable Lenetit could revolt to the States from 
such an operation. . If each State ha4 been ftimished with driafts upon 
banks In proper sed^ions of the Union, upon these dnifts they oould have 
received their moneys at home, and the trftde and commerce of the 
country been ed9entially benefited, without incommoding in any degree 
t^j of the lianksp * / ^ • 

, I hfive no doubt tbe baBk3 had ^tended ^eir discounts too tar in many 
ilkstances, and it m(Qr likewise .be true that, merchants had overtimed; 
b^t I have no doubt the great en'or in some of the banks oonsisted In 
majcing extravagant loans, tb' companies of land purchaaeti^ si Our ptil^c 
saHes, and of Indian reservations. This prevei^d in many instances the 
usual accommodations to merchants, and enabled tha friends and &vorites 
of the Administration to monopolize immense Wdies of our most valuable 
lands, %t the minimum price. Ifo attempt thatrwe know of was made to 
check the deposit baxtks in this eourse, until lihe desi^*ed purchases were 
CQniplet^ {U[id the politick views Of the party were accomplished. They 
T^ere lauded^ and society was tau§ht to beliieve.the wise measures of the 
executive would presenti^y g^ve us aH w^th to our hearts' content. Thus 
then the banks were first encouraged in tiieir impruda^iee, and when the 
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pr&pw time arriT«d| tho6^ who bad oMd tiieto fw pMoaiaiy and deotlDib- 
eeriRg jyurpoue^'etkued .the tretfluxy 0rd«r to b^ isfliiod, aad followed .up 
by the worse than nsetoss mode of transferring the public moneys, and 1^ 
t^eee means hate oansed the disasters to the mehshants, and the snspen* 
iion of specie payments, to the great discredit of the banks and loss of 
erery portion of the oommonity. 

It will be a^ed why I bdiere the Adhiinistration wished to oo^pel the 
banks to suspend spe<^e payments. 

I will aDsWer the question in all sincerity; beoanae I beliete Gkneral 
Jackson n^w wuhe$ a hank of the United States fbnnde^ upon th^ mon$^ 
4^ the United State$, fod attached to the treasoiy department. 

We all know that in more than one of hia messages he'reoommended 
snch a bank, an4 I know that in. 182d he wished Mr. Gbnndy footed to 
the Senate, in preflereneeto Jndge W. £• AndersMi, beoanse he beUered 
Mr. Grondy ca^i b^tter^ aid in making up a pav^ in Congress to estft* 
bliah anoh a bank. ' ^^ . . 

His olijeot when he- came into the Presideney was' to have saoh »bank ; 
nothing was said by him recpmrnending it after Mr. McDnffie's repoH. 
In comm6n with others, I'believed hcrhaddespaired of itafter that rq>ort, 
imtil I read tbe treasory droolar, and from that time I have beKeved it 
sras an object that he had never lost sight of^ and that he and 'his advisers 
famye* pnt into opeifition a series of measures, disastrooA to the country 
at huge, and ruinous to taiany individuals^ in order to prepare the public 
mind for audi a bank. , - - 

The President has repeatedly said, that unless the suceessor derfgnated 
by himself was elected, the great measures of his>A.dniinistnition would 
not be carried out, and if they wens not eanried ont^ the great vAlne of all 
be had done would be 16st. 

What greiit measure is yet to be carried ontf . I answer. tAs 4naib- 
inff a tteatwy hani. How was the public mind .to be p^pared for 
m^h an institution f By. the very mseme- M ha» emphyed. The United 
'Statee Bank .must first b^ put down, because while it lasted there could • 
be no use for a treasury bank, and in th» second place, it must be proved 
by actnal experiment, that the State banks cannot do the fiscal business 
of the ^vemmentj and gl-ve society ja sound currency. Kow, whenever 
the banks reftise ta pay in specif the govemment depositSj^ and decline 
^ying specie generally, what is the argument f It is, that we have tried 
' a bank of the Unit^ States by incorporating indwMuulej and find that 
it will not answer, because it will soon have so much power tl^at it wiD 
control the government itselt We hate made an experiinent with the 
State banks^ and find they cannot ^do bur fiscal business, nor oan they 
give us a sound currency ; therefore, there is no altetnative, but to create 
a2&nk ^ ifwr ow^'UpoA our fimde^ addwhich willidwaysbeBnljeetto 
0urwn*roL 



Brerj drcimiftfliMe wbioh U new tnofpiriiigi oonneotod ,vHlk tida 
■object, ocmfinni me in ihit opUon wliieh liurre ^ipnesed. 

1. Tbe tenadty with wUoh any deposit with U* Stales is misted^ 

fi. The maimer in wfaioh the ille^^ tveasoF^ ciseolar is adhered ta, 
ahhotiglh tiM dedfiTe opinion of Oongnss and of soeie*^ is known to he 
opposed to it. 

8. Mr. OambijBleng^s letter ia Kew Yoikf in whioh )ie is oppowd to 
giving the banks any indolgenoe. 

4, The loyalfets in this State and others, ^oandidateal'or CkxDgteqp, aro 
said to be ^voeattdg it 

5. Tlie 6lobb hf» ventured te broaeh the snbjeet likewise. 

^. A pampbiet, pnrpoiting to be written lo .Great BritaiBf whioh is 
now in oiroolationf recommending sneh n bank. • 

While the people sA' large are lamenting the serioos mislintanes whioh 
have befidlen the oonntry, tiie Plresvdent is, as I belieTe, felicitating lum- 
fidf that £he time is r^ridly approaching, when one of his great^ Tmflnishfil 
meatforee, is to be aooomplished nnder the management of his soooessor. 

In all tlus he nuiy be vevy honest.; he mayoonseientionslj beliere^ that 
our highest interests will ba promoted by it — thair we can be secored ia 
A sonnd' cmrency — ^hare oor fiscal concerns well managad— And above all, 
that the great democratiiD party will thns bb enabied always to reisinthe 
political power it now possesses. Those engaged in speonlations in ^Uie 
lands, who ore debtors of the banks, most be delighted wiHi the preMn^ 
state of things. . Sp^e payments are suspended ; Ihia wifl enable tiijB 
hanks to give them longer indolgence; the notes have d^reciated, md 
will oontinne to depredate, and they will presently be able to pnrobaae, 
4t a dteat 'dUeount^ notes enough to disohirge their debts, and thus reslisi 
the specidations which tliey antieipated; i 

Bnt General Jackson jays, in ssbstftnoe, that I advised the<reraoval of 
the deposits from the Bank of the United States, and thai my only com- 
pkint 'against his conduct w&s, that the removal was not made eooa 
enough, itc. He "Has expressed hhnself too loosely upon this snl^sot, te 
give to the public « corfect idba of the part I tobkin this matter. 

He never had a personal oonversation with me on the sul^|eot of remov- 
ing the deposits from the Bank ofihe United States. He never oonsahed 
me biy {tftter, or o^idriMM, bn^ once, And th|it wes by letter bearing dsto 
the 24th' of March, 1888. In answer to which I gave himr my opinion la 
the following words, under dMe of April llthf 1888 : 

"To'this inquiry I answer, we ong^t not 6nly to do that whioh is for 
the publie inter^ hiit we shotttd do it under drcumstanoea whioh will 
enable us to satisfy the people^hose business we transact, that the chaogo 
was necessary to promote their interest. 
. *« When the Bank pf .the 'United Statea Med to obey Ihe diraotiowof 
the government in paying off ils«debt and negotUted with the oreditQli' 
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for indojgenoe, I think the d^KMite ought to* hAve b«Mi famnedUtely 
withdrawn^' and eprery federal offioer instmeM not to MoeiTe «ny of 
tkoM sii^U drafts o/ oheqks, oiow used «a eitetitalea of fivwyten, tfnd 
twenty doUiur notes. Public opinion I have nd doubt would then 'haytt 
mstained the ezeoatlTe in snoh a oonne; bnt the goTenfitnebti from 
motires whioh all oogkt to approve, wished to be certain of the inso)- 
▼eqpy^.of (he. bank before it withdrew the public depoaitai therefore 
pflgointed an i^pent to eyan^ne and report its condition. Tliat report it 
be&>re the world, and is ^^ flattering aa the. bank coidd wiah, as to its 
inaolyency. Binoe then the mattw has been bion^t to the notice «f 
Clongress, a committee has })een created by tiie House of BepresentatiTes, 
and a migority of tl\^ oommittee has made a ieport most &Ton^fo to 
^e bank.. The n^norityof the coounittee has also snbmitted its- view 
of the sQlveni^ and iaanagement of the bank, in such ierms as, tf it stood 
alone, would create a well-foundod beliel^ that the public money was 
unsafe where now ^pmdted. ' Bnt the question occdtb, what opinion i^ 
society form'firom these documents, taking them altogether f The opinion- 
of the confidential ^agent of >he treasury, ahd that of a nmfority <ff the 
committee one way, and that of tbp minority of the comznittee the otber^ 
pUbes the question of the.8olTenay of thebank^in such an attitude- before 
the public, that I do not believe the executive would act wisely in order* 
log a withdrawal pf the deposits from the Bank of the United fitates, an^ 
placing them in 8ta|a banks at this time. PnbUc oplni<p wQl, in my 
Judgment^ best su^n the executive in permitting them to remain with 
.the Bank gf thcL United States until, iCs charter expires^ or. son^e-ibture 
development shall show th%|b the bank is so managing its tonceras as tQ 
m^ke it necessary to the public interest that the public money shSuld )ie 
withdrawn froin the power and control of th4 bank." 

During th^ session of 06ngress next succeeding the removal, upon n 
Question whether a bill might be introduced to prolong the charter of 
the Bank of the United States, I took occasion'te express my opinions As 
to the pcwT of th^ President to cause the removal, and against the na/t/or* 
otfM of the deposits to the bank; but as to Ae wisdom.or policy of the 
removal at the time, it took place, the prece4ing autumn, I explicitly 
stated thaty as a question upon which tiie best.frienda of the Prteident 
might well <2i2f«r in oidnionL 

I was then, as I ever had been, and yet am, of opinion that Oongrsss 
had no p<noer to gran^ the idiarter, or to rsnas it, and that If they pos* 
asssed the power it would be bad policy to exercise it, and as the deposits 
had beenremoved, and constituted a fund npon which State banks were 
doing business, that it would be unwise to restore them to a bank, the 
charter of which must soon expire, and which I did QOt believb ought 
ever to be renewed. 

Thesi were my opimontf, freely e^ r eaeed and acted on. Hrey maf 
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have i>e6ii •rroneolu, but were, honestly entertotned, and if the Prendesi 
iqtends to coxmnonicate to the public the idea that I ever jpi^e any other 
opinion, or advice, as to the propriety of the removal, tiian those I have * 
now adverted to, be is doing himself^ as well as me, injustice^ 'becanae he 
Sa communicating to the public information vf hich ^ not in oonfonnity 
ifitb thB fact 

At the time the deposits were removed, before that time, and ever 
■inee, I have been of opinion the fiscal «onoeni6 of the government could 
be managed through the ag^cy of State banks, and t)»t they could it 
the same time fnmiBh the country a sound currency, and I had the most 
tnbounded, confidence in the integrity of the Chief 'Magistrate, and 
believed he would cause a fair experiment to be made. Hayd I then fore- 
Men what I now believe to be true, that the real design was to obtain a 
oontrol over the public moneys, that they and the State ^banks might Be 
ns^ for electioneering purposes, and aa a mieans by which favorites could 
monopolize our publle lands, and that then the banks Were to' be com- 
peHed to suspend specie payments t6 prepare the public mind for a trea- 
■nry bank^ such a course for such piupcises could have had no oountenanob 
from me. . - - 

I consider the experiment which hivi been made with the State baaki 
an experiment to ascertain whether •aur public deposits will enable as 
eKOcutive to obtain so much oontrbl over the State banks as to eUable him 
to*induoe them to oviertiude themselves, and after the political and pecuni* 
avy purposes of himself and fiienda have been accomplished, th^i to 
oompel them to suspend specie payments,, isnd that that jtsBperimmt hoi 

It is in vain to expect benefits to sodety frOm. this or that fityatem of 
laws, upon 4my subject, unless the system is to ]>e cttried into effeet by 
men of integrity and capaoity. The best system which can be devised 
by tlfe wisdom of man will termipate in ruin and distress to society, if 
ito admiaistralaon is placed in the hands of diih^ieit and ineompeterU men. 
No man can shut his eyes so dose^ as not to see that many of our ofBees 
hAve been filled during the late Administration with the rery worrt 
material the country fbrnished; and this is the inevitable effect o^ party 
excess. The great demcfOratic party must be kept up^ mid how? Bytiie 
Administration nud^ng.a democrat whenever one becomes tieoessary to 
control an election, and this is speddily done by taldng a rane^r^u* ^li 
fgd^alist or monarchist^ getting him to promise allegiance to the party, for 
vfhich be must be given, or promised, an office for which be is unfit, o^ 
favored with the purchase of public land, or ftn Indian r e s e r va tion ; he 
then 4}ecomes ip90 faeto a* democrat,' and is sent forth ^to »hpct <u a 
4«ierter" any honest man who does not choose, ta>every ezt^t, to give, 
up his principles and btt)ome associated with a party, whidi has nofiind 
jNrlAoiples, sfive th^ ope ** that to th4 vietar$hd(mg thi kpo%k,^ 
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I have Mr h mj daty to «uike thefe remarks tcv prev^iit,' if ^poadbji^, 
my oQDatitaentB from being ificautioiisly led into a tnq), wbicK I think 
has been set for the people of the United States ; I mean tha support of a 
trwtuiy hanjb^ Shoold snoh an one be^established, and plaoed as it mnsfc 
be^ under the control of the federal exeoiitiye, the power thns oonlbrredf 
whA itdded' to tbait already po flne e so d^ wfll gire ns to eTsry sabstantia) 
purpose, tm oompleto a AicHlarohy as e'xists anytrhere, and one which wfli 
aqnal, if it does not excel, in its means ef oorraptioD| any goyermnent 
known to the eiyilized world. • ... 

• Aeoording to what we see in the public prints, Congress' is to convene 
on the first Monday in September nekt, for what purpose we are not told, . 
but all prosmne, to aid ii| some plan to lelieve the country and thegorehi* 
meut from tbs 'existing embarrassntents. Should 'it be my fortune- to 
make one of .that honoYabe body, I Will most heartily cenoor in any 
measure which may conform to theOonstitution and be calculated to pn>« 
moto the weUhre'of the ooimtry ; but I use this occasion to say, explicitly, 
thai I will be asked in Vsin^ as now advised, to concur in the establish- 
nient of a treagury hanky becausS I believe it li^ould destroy the last hope, 
that yoiir childrtei and mine could ei^oy that^liberty wiiidi is their birtb- 
right: » * • V 

I now proceed to make some remarks on the comments General Jaekson 
h* seen- fit to make on my deposition before the committee of investigA*- 
tioB, of '<irhich Mr. Wise is the chairman : ^ . 

Ip the card which preceded, by .several weeicB, the extensiYe commen- 
tary, we had.a fbretasto of what might be expected. 

• It oommenbed.with a statement that his (the GreneralV) attention had a 
Ibw days befbre been caDed by a friend to my deposition. - As much as 
to say in plain latignage, that until his attention was thus called to it,he 
was ignorant of ito contents^ 

^This statement is not such an one as ought to hate been expected from 
so distii^guished a man. In Washington it wu repeatedly said^ and 'I 
'have no doubt truly, that sosoe of the members of that conimittee' daily 
submitted to the labor of making a cbpy of ^irhatever wak deposed to, 
and fumish<$d thi President with it, before he retired to take his night's 
repose. When the cirenmstance& under which I was cslled before that 
committee,* what ocisnrred befose I was sworn, snd the President's letter 
to 'the committee, are consideced, it is hardly within ,the range of proba- 
bility that he should be indiftoent to the mattM" 'which the depodtioa 
eoiitains as not to have immediate^ pi^ured a copy of it. Indeed -tilie 
dates of the very certificates he publishes to counteract ite dontents, and ' 
what is stated iif that from Mr. Sandolpfi, prove that he was fkmiBar with 
it long prior to the time indicated in his publication: - His real object, no 
deobt, was to so timehis-publioation^ as to have the most effect upon our 
approaohitag eleotioas ; pom» apology for delay wss necossaky, and the one 
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wM^ i8«^ I-this^ not oofl^ttept vitk tite hi^ ofaaraoCer a x«tirt4'FMi- 
(l^t ought eTer.tp'mAiatiui; . .'*-,. 

His next ol^ect aanns to be^ to thow that I aetedi1nQor»eot}y in iajying 
•anythiilg on the ^nlgeot of j^ivilag^ mi theatahmittSng to bo airoA m 
awitM68» t, 

in endeiiToiing to do iU^ his advioei^his qtlotfttilonii sndhisfltaitODioiiti 
are so lengthy, that it ia irith some diffi^ty we ean ibeep paoe^^with hua. 
It may^he that J erred^ soffieriBg myself to be sworn as a-witnete ; but 
as I had to act aooording to my* own feeble judgment withost the beaefii 
of hi» advice, I to<A that ooorsewhieh I believed to be tfie moat eomot 
the investigatkfa -oi the ecMumittee had devefoped some &cts not pleaa* 
aift to those oomoerned ;- if a fiur esaminataioa was |>eniated in,.f&itlifft 
disdosnres would add to the nnpleasaatness of their dtqation, . To aroid 
this, Ihaye na^donbt, this expedient waa reaort^ .to, of' hating seTetal 
members of Oongress, myself amon^ the nmnber, sommoned as witnesses^ 
{^was n9i smnmcmedat'the inatanoe of any^on^ who iafiA«itO'pnnnM 
theiilvestigadon to asoertain whether fraads had been committed. or not 
The applicati(m'£>r the smnmons was mU^ by Mr. Mann, of Kew York, 
and it was- distfnctly nnder^tood that he made this apj^cation at the 
instance of the PrM&l&nt. The comtoi^tee had no right to issne any BiKh 
aabpcona fonfue^ and thia most* hare been well known to .gentlemenas 
well informed as the President, and the minority- of the committee, and 
I hacL no doubt, they expected and hoped that I wcMild disobey the subpoena 
and refuse to be sworn ; then th^ oiy would have been raised that the 
cHaiiges were all groundleas; I knew it, and had refused to testify; Inft 
aH' Aese ealenlationa were deftoted -yrhent Tolontarily i^peared, psatested 
against the legality of the proceedings and showed a wiUingneaa to be 
awQij^, and- at t)ie Mune .time distinctly stated that I undeietood I waa 
summoned at the instomce of ^ the Ihen Pnendet^t^and hi$ avopMaar, and 
that if sworn must teU what I kn^, confidential or otherwise.' Ifr. 
Mann was then present, did hot pontr^ot one word that I aaid, and it 
waa evident the party was brought to a pause. After acme time I waa 
told by the committee I could then retire, and whan they wanted me I 
ahoqld be notified. This gave jise to l^cf Preaident'^ letter to the eom-i 
ipittee, which has been published, and it must be seen he had ao entangled 
l^msea he couldlake no other JMurse but that which his letter Indicatedk 
I ^was a^rwaMa notified to attend, '4id ao and made the depgntion *ci 
whiph the President complaiaa. 

. In all thi^ itappeara to me I waa jight. *I had'itated nothing aitherin 
tibe Senate or elaewh^e, which I did not either kpOw 6r believe to be troa. 
On* my owq^ account^ I had nothii^ to conoeal-7-and, i£thoae who Jbad 
made c<mfidential cpmmunieations would have me awotn, what must i 
del tlTothuig but that whieh^ did. d0| teU tHa. troth aadootfaiag but 
tile truth* -^ , . f 
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'He nart prpeMdB to that part of the depo^tton relatiTe to the ereation 
4»f ' the 'oflSoe of Oommisploiier of 'Indian Affion, and the i^poqitDieiit ef 
Mr. Herring. • ' . 

Xbe deposition affirms that the Seoratary of iVf ar induoed me tointro- 
dqoe tiie bill end )^i«e it paaeed, opona repreaentation thatlir. Herring, 
then at the head of tibe Indian l>anMmY 'With a salary of sixteen hundred del* 
Ian,' iras so iUy qnahfied fi>r tlie office, tUbi the pnUic interest was likely 
ta aaffeiv-and that. after the law bad passed, this same indivfdnal wj» 
app<H&ted to the new office with the « salary of thiee- thousand dollars, 
atfd that he was really ^t qnalified, and that the^ public ii^terdst fata 
aaffiared, nnd then offers as master of ezoose for the secretary, ihat ha 
was probably induced to acquiesce in this appointment, by others for 
eleetioneefuig purposes, 4c Now, what material partof tids statemexrt 
ia contnadictedf Not one word of it, by either the Prssideiit| or any of 
bis witnesseSk * • 

No man has said, ot can with' truth say, the seoretaxy-did not r e pr e s e nt 
him as mcorap^tent. Nor has any ene psetended ^ ^vras competent. 
' Why did not M^jor Donelson dr Mr. Harris testify to one or both 
these points? Mr. Hacris htww$ hewn ineanqp^tent^ and that in conse^ 
gaenee of it^ the public interest has sufEered, and i£ asked, cannot say 
othetwise. 

In what .situation then does the Presitllent's oomtaients and testimony 
place his secretary f Why, .in the situation of a man who has practised 
a gross fraud upon Congress, to obtain the creation of a new office, and 
increased salary for Mr. Hetring, aad'had made the twe chairmen ttf the 
ooflunittees en Indian efOEdrs his 4upea to carrry such ipiworthy Tiewa 
latoeffiBOt ^ 

I did not belleye the secretary ^cApable of «nch conduct, nor do I no# 
think so« I made such apology ivr hin) as I belicTed to be true, send in 
that b^Kf am not in the least shiiken. 

If the Indian d^partmetft was-intenlled to'i>e used for electioneering 
puyposes, an incompetent miui of all others was best suited for the office. 

It s|>pears to-be thought as Mr. 1^. tree a CSintonmn ^ New York he 
. mast have been^ an enemy to Mr. Van Bujren's dlection as President. 
Strange conclusion^ Clinton is dead, and since his death Mr. Van Boren 
i» himself his friend, imd pronoi&iced to his colleagues in Congress a* 
lugh-wrought eulogy upon his worth and character. 

Mr. Herring in his mauners.and deportment is a gentleman; I nere^ 
have heard his integrity questioned, and regret that I have been com- 
pelled to s{^k of Inm, as Fhove dbne; but truth is truth, and if any one 
can 'cqnscientiously say iiis appointment, under the ctroui^siances, ^^was 
with a. single eye to the public interest," then I cm only say I entertain 
a very diffinpent opinlonw- ' * . . • i t .' 

Xhe President stateb th^ afier the law passed Ae had intended to 
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noBunate Another indiWdoal ibr the office, had made oot^tlie nomkaifita, 
and was prevailed on by his secretaiy not to rand it to tiie Senate, atid 
that in eofwermUion fHth me he had told m$90. 

To this ttatement, so fiu* ad it relate^'to any commnnioadon of sodi a 
fret tojne, I can only 4&j the President is nndobbCedly mistaken. 'IfeiAer 
at ^ke time ipoheti: o/hy hifn^ twr-at anvy other time^ did heeler bomnrani* 
catQ any Aich ftct, oior .did I ever hear of it nntil I read his pabitcflti<yL 
. In. time past when the President has made statements of tets, wliick 
I knew or belieTed to be 'erroneous, i was ready to find an apology ht 
them in what I supposed his decayed memory; but in this pabliosdodhU 
statements of 4ome facts and contradiction of others are so ettraOrdiiiaiy 
that I 'mnst leave it to others to find ont the canse. T hop^ it will not be 
considered as disrespectful when I add, there li reason to believe theloii 
of memory is not'the oilly mental loss he has linstuhed within the but 
ft w years. ' 

The i^tteropt to g6t clhar of th6* eflfects whidh he fears may be produced 
by ifuA part of the deposition relative tp the disaolntioi) of the firit 
cabinet in 1881, is both in the matter and miumer 'of it well calcnlated ts 
mortify every sinoere ffiend be ever had. It dittlotea the want o/mmurf 
and mind^ to' an extent of which I was not aware. Fonherly, althoni^ 
his style was rough :and generklly not very good English, yet it was net' 
▼OQs knd persptcnona.' * In 'this effort he appears bewildered, and to have 
lost all distinct recollection of what occurred in the first years of his owa 
' Admimstration. It is confbsed as to the datte of different ftcts and tnns- 
iwstions, and huddles together a confcbed mass of matter, much of 'VbiA 
can .have no bearing on the subject. 

The deposition affirms, that when the cabinet was dissolved, the Pitao- 
dent had made up -bis miqd that Mr. Van Buren should succeed him— 
that he wished to get clear of the old cabinet, and create a new one fiiat 
would be a unit towards accomplishing thatx>bject — that he did not wish 
to lose sight of lii^or Eaton'^s services, and therefore desired. me to be 
Secretary of War, and Mi^jor Eatoii to 'succeed me in the 8enate,'dbo. . 

Now, this is all true, before God, as I religionsly bdieve, and 6mtni 
' JaduoQ can nevtfr tbrget that X know it, in a mode whidl oogfat to leave 
no doubt on my mittd ; and- he certainly cann6t have forgotten that be 
was told hy me, that if eVen 'my seat in the Senate were vacant,' it would 
be very xliffi&ult to procure- Mijor Sat6n*s electibn, on account of some ef 
ffis voteis while he had«been a member <)f that body. He now atatea, that 
at. that time Mr. Yan Boren had not been thought' of* as his suoceeior. 
H^.is entirely in error, and can perhaps correct himself, if he will leoff 
to Mr, Va/i Bu/rerC$ Utter of reeignatioji^ and other teritten endenOi 
whieh either ir^ orou^ht to "be, in hie own potuem&n at thi» time. 

The old cabinet was composed of Messrs. Yab Buren, Eaton, Benj, 
Befrita, Branch, and Ingham. The three first were friendly to Mr. Van 
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Boreti^s elevatkb^ ih» tiir«e list v«r»'mlppo0ed^n<>t to be so, and thertf' 
fi>r9 prodneed a want of hannony. The real desire was to get dear 6f 
tittse gentlemen. It was sopposed tl^at if the two first resigned, the three 
laat woidd follow iheir example, and snpersede the neoessity of their dis* 
misaaL The experiment waa made and failed, and the President was 
dnren to their dismlsaal, although he admitted their duties had j>een £iith- 
fiiIlj^performed« 

. Now, if the tratii were not as I assert^ why was not Barry dismissed 
alsot ThQ President did not wish to lose him, and if dismissed there 
was no dianoe of his coming in from Kentucky. * t ' 

TJofortonatelyjfor the President, bnt fbrtnaately fo£ the development 
:of tmih, he has gone into some of the secret history of the early part of his 
Administration; andramong other things, states, jhat he had rednoed to 
ifriting the principles upon which his Administration should be cQitdiietsd 
-^Hmd oneof these wss, tliat no fnember ^fhu eabinkt $hould heaemuRdaU 
ta weeeed him ; that thu paper waa khown to mo^ and Papproeed ofMy^o, 

Now, is not this admission proof as dear ^^ as evidence from ficiy 
Writ," that my statei^ent is correct? Mr. Van Bnren, from March 1829, 
to 18^1, was a member .of the fabinet ;, then it was ^Qtermined Uiat. he 
ahoold be the can^date to succeed G^ieral Jackson, and as it was aft 
artide in. the Jadcsonian creed, rednoed to writing .and shown to th^ 
membess of the party, and approved of by them, it became essential, that 
he ahoold cease to be a member of the cabinet, and he resigned accord- 
ing- 

• If General Jackson V mind te so enHaebled that he cannot (oomprehend 

this, I fed confident the pnblic will understand it very fhlly. 

' ' These andent nemimseences give rise to v^ry nnpleasant reflections. 

Some former Administrations have been sdspected of using the patron* 
age and influence of the federal goivemifient to control pmbUc opinion in 
flie Presidential *eleetions, cAmply 'because'. members of the cabinets had 
been- candidates. General Jaoksen and his- whole parfy died warred 
against this abuse, had ro p rs s eri ted it ss a high moral and political offence, 
and when he came into office. he came in solemnly pledged to reform this 
most gross, demoralizing, and alarming abuse of power; and to assnre 
Ua friends he would carry out this prindple ih practice, his creed csn-; 
laiidng fi^w arf teZs was r^uoed to writing, uid shown to nfysdf and ot^en^ 
mndlaj^imdofit. 

TVue as gOBpd,*I approved it then, ever since, and never saw the aeoes- 
atty^ibr it so strongly as now. 

• How has this solemn pledge beenkeptf To the ^ ear onlf, but to the 
Bense ipost shamefully, openly and notoriously violated. 

If Mr. Van Buren had continued in the cabinet, and been a candidate 
to succeed General Jackson, it would have been suspeoted that the 
patronage aoid influence of the government was used to debt him. To 
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ayoSd tiiM soBpioioii he^miut rasign, «nd U^n openly ■ndnotorioiidf ttb 
Tery ptttronage afid tnfliieiiM is bh>ng^t to bear vith its wkote forompoA 
iml4icopiiuoi^aiidthroiight}iifti]iettislieiBeleotiei; andland allotlieiv 
Irho wi)l not say thin is right, ti\^ in ^oofonrnty w^th the Jackaon demo- 
4sretie omeii, are to.bqexooiiUBiuiioatad,and, to aae theNew Yorkphiiie-. 
ilkogJ^^^ahQ!tn^mmten\^\tkBX.k^otlv^ the oharaotir 

we ever had. 

. Bat the General aaya, that^my statement of hia iiah^ the appoinfing 
p6wer to bring ia Kr. Van Bnren is uifooniedf beoanse after thattuaa 
he appointed my step-son, at my instancei to an offioe, and that ha als» 
appointed many ' other 6f my £nends. . 

this statement is oalonlated to deceive if nnexplained. Itis trnetbat 
at my iostanoe he appointed Mr« Froat aeoretary to the Frendi eoauaia* 
aion, and abont the eame.tima may hare appdnted other oflBeeta npoa 
my Teoommendation, and I have.the gfatification.<if belianring that Mr. 
Frost-disohiliged tSk the dotiea pertaining to the offioe witii iipyt^grity aai 
ability. .♦/*,.•* 

*At the timeithis appointment iras made I wasMiUl eemmmdqn nUh 
the dhuroh, as the President supposed, my name had never been tlvNi^ 
of as a oaudidatSi so iSur as I was intombd; and he no doabt bdisTed 
that whenever )ie and thoae he oenld eontrol changed their ereed, I wosid 
change my ^reed likewiejd, and.he never wyu convinced to the oontmy, 
until after his attempt npcmme tbroqgi^.i^r. Bradley, wliich was in tfa« 
antomn of 1684. 

Jf the President or any of hisioew party will giv'e meihe name of any 
avowed friend jof mine having been appointed to office qfUr^UwMhitim 
I had i»ntented tkat mp nam4 might 1>€miedum a €an4idate^ other thsa 
a^ma one whose opinion w^ changed^ or expected to be obangedi If 
vistne of sncfar i4>pointment, *I will thank them for it. 

. I too well know the nances of some, who professed to be my fiiendii 
having received oifioes tmrnediaUly precedkyg As tUctumy and (kat ikt§ 
changed ^eir cpiniom and Mamelopal mami^emif^ democratiiepart§, 
whose whole creed is comprised in the £bw words, ^^Utk^ ncton leloai 

This political simony is the very Idling of which I and my fnendi 
com^in, and if either the white pd(^e or the Indiansy or botib, do not 
iix the end, iind that they liove a hard bargain of some of these " patent 
democrats," ( shall be very much and agreeal^ly disappoioted. 

It is admitted in the commentary npon the deposition that a oonveniar 
4ian was held with me in lelatlon to appointing Kr. CSaytpn npoa s 
committee, bnt it is all^^ this clonversation was at tfiother tame and 
related to some other committee. 

. This allegaticm is fomided ineiror. The coETenatio^ waa at the tinn^ 
and related to hit ^pointment npon the. committee, mentioned ia the 
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deporitioii, wid to ne otk&r^ aad the rabetanoe of 4faltt eonyonation is oor- 
veotly stated in the deposition. If it had been at another time, and in 
relation to aaptiier oommitteei why was not tl^ otiier time and commit- 
tee mentioned? 

' It is asked why I did not giye like names of the other members of the 
oommitteet The answeris so ready that I am surprised it should be 
asked ; it is, beoaose no request waH made of me as to say other, members 
<if tiie Senate, and the very reason I pKioed Mr. Clayton on the oommittee 
was, that it is in conformity with pariiaiBentary iaw, to so^ constitute a 
eommittee as to f^ye the proposed measure' the fiurest chance to be put in 
suoh a shape as' that it will pass. Krom Mr. Olayton^s talents, liis liber- 
ality of sentiment,, the t>osition df his State in. the Union^ and his known 
influence with his political Mends, I belieyed his course wotQd haTe a 
most decided influence on the fiite <Mr £he bill, and in this belief I was not 
dissppointedi J very naturally concluded the President, and all others as 
attentiye as he was to what was oonstantiy passing, would form tiie like 
pinion. 

My wisji wis to give upon the committee afior repres^tation ot sesry 
ifUermt and party in the Union, under the hope that they would agree 
Upon some compromise, and if they did, and the law should'pass, it would 
mioet likely be acceptable to^the nation. 

. Mr. day was a tariff man, had introduced th^ bill, was from the W est, 
and was placed as. obaiifQian ; Mr. Webster from the East, a tariff man ; 
Mr. Olayton from a Middle State, and friendly to the tariff; and these 
three werernational republicans; Mr. Oalhoun.^m the South, a nuUifier 
and ant»*tariff; Mr* Grundy from the West, a nullifier and anti-tariff like> 
wise; Mr, Dalia^ from a Middle State,. and a tariff man, and Mr. Bires 
from k Southern State, and anti*tarifll The fonr first named of these gen- 
tlemen were opposed to the Administration and the three last friendly to it. 

The bill was a measure proposed by an opposition member, who in my 
judgment was entitled to be chairman, and to haTe a minority who would 
probable be Inclined to &vor his measure. 

Thus, a^ tiew is ^yen of ihe whole committee, their- politics and »' 
sammary of the reasons for thdr selection, and who can say it was 
wrong ? Ko one except some person, who thinks a presiding officer, in 
party times, should be a mere party hack, who would disregard the parlia> 
mentary- law^ the interest of the country, and pack a committee who 
would stifle a nUeasurelest his party mi^t loSe some influence by its 
adoption. 

'The renerable ex-president thinks that all irho know him will beUeye 
if I had stated to him what the deposition imports, he would have given 
a suitable reply, te. 

My own opinion is, he did conduct, in the only manner which was suit- 
al^le, and it ought to be remembered ff be had made ^at he would io- 

21 ' 
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•iMiate woaM lucve been ft soitabla reply, it oonld hATo reoeirod a nit^ 
bkr^oinder. • 

This idl» yannt is all lost upon ma. Hiera is no Boaa irbo kaowB tlia 
ex-preeident has mdre oonfidenoe in bis ohivaliy and readinass to icMBt 
an iaaalt, than I hAVo--4>at at the kanie time, the history <tf his life will 
ahpw, that whenerer he ioStenda to ma^ such a reply as mig^t proVoka 
oontroyersy, he has always timed it so prudently, that there ahooldbe a 
anifioient number of pejeonspresent to prereat ill tempo* from prodsdiis 
bad oonsequences. There were none present but he and I ; no insolt was 
either offered or intended; bat J did mean,i» I bope I always shall, to 
state my sentiment precisely as they were, without stopping to eoDoAtt 
whether they would be aooeptable or not. 

The statement in the deposition relatiTe to Mr. Sterenaon, it is add, is 
a&brieatloB. This is ave^y simple mode of gettjing defur of aniuk- 
ploaaant p^uit- The General is mistaken, the UeAa oooorred aa detsiledi 
and the gentleman who was the bearer of the meange, most have straags 
and unpleasant sensatiocs, when he reads the charge made hj thegan- 
enl,'that the story is a ftbrication. 'He may make new friends by sndi 
ehaigea, but- by them, he nmst .ttagger A« faith of old mms. Had the 
committee asked the name of the gentleman, I should have felt bound to 
hare given it, and he could h&ve been examined, but they did not, sod I 
iftn sure the Qeneral can hare no need of tha name, aa he must w^ re- 
member it, and far beitfrom me uaeleasly tadra^ •Oy indiTidual befipe 
the public , . 

The General next prbceeds to controvert the atatenenta made by Ma 
Bradley in hia letter, a copy of whioh wae attached to my d^Kwition. 
- That Mr. Bradley's statement is strictly true, I have no more donbl 
thani would have had, if I had been present and heard the canveraatioii 
between him and the Presidtot, and I do aot believe, among the whola 
olrde of his numerous aoquaintanpea, one man oan be found who, in hia 
heart, believes him capable of making such a; statement, if it were not 
strictly true. . Tlie General has, at least^ brought nothing to oonnteraaiiti 
but the statements of his. two ^veiling pompanleos : and according to 
their own account of the matter the whole conversation and XNropositiona 
might have been repeated ten times over; while Mr, Bradky and the 
President were together, and thqtie two gentlemen not ittve heard qw 
word of it, ' 

The relation in which Mr. Bradl^ stood to me^ our known intimasy, 
the part fa^ has acted in the legislature of 1888, at my instancci in rela- 
tion to my nomination, his detailing to several gentlemen, wbo^ nimea 
•are ^tosfi hy him^ this tery eoMeraMan with the President^ ifimsiiatd§ 
^Offi&r it tookpUiMy the support it derives fh)m the- testimony of Mr. Pay- 
tbn and OoL Standifer, place the rtatement beyond^the reach of doubt in 
4)ny mind dtiairous to aaoartain truth. 
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.The fiict, no doubt, is, thst tho General iias detennhied Ifaflt in bis Uof^ 
faphy hifl diancter shall appear to posterity, to haTjB been 4ikper/0Uan$-^ 
he thinks thwproponUon^ and s^v^nd other disclosnres which httv^ been 
made, "v^U not well bear^ examination, when the heat of the moineiit 
riiall have passed away, and wishes to ge^ dear of the eSocts tdlM pro^ 
dnoed by them^ Let jne asBure him^he will never mend the ma^jter by Aif 
JUit eontmdmtiaiu qf wfirjfmaiiy who does not testify to suit kis wishes^ 
His^ biographer, if he be honest, in enumerating the many exoelleni ao^ 
striking traits in his charaet^, will not put it down, that in hia fiM^tfr 
dayiy he was a correct narrator of matters of fikct. 

He next passes to th6 statement respecting Hr. Huntsman, and produees 
a number of certificates to dipprove the statement made by OoL O'Brieft 
and Mr. Oarriger. With an enlightened pnblio, such ceitificateB caB have 
BO effects . O^Brien and Oarri^ are men of excellent dmract^, oould 
have no inducement to fabricate such a statement ^ they positive^ 
assert) they did hear the President make the statement respecting Ife 
Huntsman ; his certifiers only say, that they jdid not hear it* Had- hj» 
obtained -aa hundred such oertficates, thd facts would still rsnifiiB 
pt^nedioh^.true, ' * . • . . * 

But on this part of the subject, the ex-president is peonliarly unfbrtii- 
hste ; he .has taken some pains to prove that he did nV>t teach. Jonpab<h 
rough for some days q/ter I had -passed that place, and had made Biy 
speech, in which I should hav^ stated, that he had^ said Mr. HuntsmlUl 
was on the fenoe, ^. . He therefore argues, that it is absurd to siq^poie * 
I ooiild jknow what he would say three dtaye after J hid mad^ that 
q>6e<fti. ,. 

Now, the Facts are, that I was in Jonesborough about the 30^ July, 
1836— dined ^tiiere, and made a very ^ort speech, in wliich Mrs'Honta- 
man^s name was never mentioned, and which never Was published. Hm 
President reached that place about the "S^d July, emd^tAenmuideihe stated 
ment respecting Mr. Huntsman. Some days afterwards, Gok 0*Brieti 
came to Enoxville, and while ^ere, repeated to me what the Presideol 
had said, and on the 8M Aui^ty 1886, 1 made a speech at JTfMmlfo, 
which was published ; in whiehletated the liberty tthieh had been .taken 
with Vt, Huntsman^s name. . In addressing the President, Mr. Hoots* 
i^an, in his letter, by mietajcey says my speech wsp made in JSmssftprsugA 
whe4 he ought to have fuA^ JShaaBviUe. As soon as Mr. Hunismanah^mn 
ed me his correspondence with the Piteident, / addreteed him • mat^ 
«AtfA woe appended to my depoeiUon, This note of .mine to Mr. Huts* 
man, no doubt was perused, when thd other parts of the deposition were 
under examination, and I leave it to the public to Judge, from what motii'to' 
it luu been suppressed, and a miserable quibble resorted to, which I nml 
think, could not be creditable to. a pettifogger. 

It miist bepaiujfol to any sino<ire/riend of the ez-president| to see the 
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infktaation under which he seenis to aSst, oi^g, ii6 donbt, to theinilii- 
^noe'utftil and deeigning men have obtained- brer him. In dtnosi eyery 
paragref^ he writes,* something can be fotmd to td^e from the high dia^ 
aoter we were generall j disposed to aseribe to him. Look at his state- 
ment, 0Mn%ow^ in^relation to OoL PeytonVcondnct relatiye to the Cher- 
okee treaty, fie set'ont in the first instanoe, by asserting that GoL'Pey- ^ 
ton both vpoki and w>Ui, against an appropriation to cariy it iiito effect 
He was iold by those who knew better, and in whom he onghtto have 
oonfided; that he was misinformed, that OoL Peyton had not 6nly Voted 
for, but had made an excellent speeds in favor of the appropriation. He 
fttill persisted in a tepetitioh of his assettions, and even now, after he, 
and erery othef Intelligent man^'on^ht to be possessed of the most an- 
thentie Information, f^fting Im error ; he p^irtisd in aaserting to the 
world that althongh J£t. Peyton voted for the appropriation, he had made 
to afgnment against it. If any member 6f Oongiess has practised apon 
hi* credulity, and cansed him to be the retailer oi snch k glariihg mUUiU^ 
hia name onght to be Jcnown, that he mi^t be shnnned by every honoN 
able man. 

The General snpposes that Mr. Wise and Oolond Peyton, who were my 
mjMsmatesimd fri^ids, .were'stimnlated and advised by me to pnrsne the 
course which they did in Congress. I do not think hard of this sospidon, 
althongh it is nnfonnded in fact, and both these gentlemen know it, yet 
we were messmate for the two last winters, ^nd I am prond to believe I 
had their'^ost sincere Mendship. They certainly had mine. The Gene- 
ral oo^tj in charity to the cotmby, to believe that there aire yet some 
few. men, who would not be dictated to in the discharge of their ^nblie 
duties, by either him or myself. Wise and Peyton are two of them ; 
talented; well-informed, honest, bold, and men who fearlessly discharged 
their whole dnty, in defiance of all the calumnies of degraded and hired 
pressess, the finowns of those who sat in high places, and even the state- 
nienta ctf the Ohief Mi(gistrate himself, that they ought to be ** Houaftono 
ijcJd-" 

Their names will be hailed as the daantless friends ^d tSiampions of 
dvir liberty, in. a^r trmes, when the political oourse of some of th^ 
revilers ' will ' be ' spoken of, as the severest affliction with which our 
beloved country has ever been visited. To have obtained the friendship 
of such men, is one of the most prized achievements of my whole Itfa. 
TheSr ooun^. relative to the investigations spoken of, was the dictate of . 
ffacor 6wn Judgment. Their country onght to thank them for it. They 
hjave elicited enough to show'friller investig^tiohs are necessary, (hat 
aomething is probably wrong, otherwise so many obstmetions would oof 
ftate been thrown In the way of ascertaining truth ; and when we shall 
have a Ohief Magistrate who will lend his siid to a fair and £uthfril inres- 
ligation, I firmly believe it wffl be found the public has been deoeived aad 
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ix(}«ved to «a eztentof which not one dtixen la ona thonmd lias any 
inception, -» . . \ # •• 

For mjsel^ I most solemnly deolAre, I hATe not eith^ in the S^te, or 
elsewhere, nttered.one sentence rektitre to the sopposed al>ase8 which I did 
not know or heUeve to he tme ; and if a/ter a thorpngh investigation, hy. 
an impartial, not a paehedL' oommit^iee, it can he. shown that my sosjn- 
dons are unfounded — ^I Would bonsider it pne of my first datieSi pnhUdy 
to acknowledge my error. 

' ' The General at the dose of his address intimates that he has attained an 
Mvanced tige, lias infirm health and desires repose. IJ^hy, then, the state- 
ments hefore leaving.^aahingtonj that he intended 'to feast this aamm^ 
npon* John Bell and myself—that' Tennessee should stand erect, in her 
iK^tics, in less than six mondis f ' 

As I helieVe, heiias come home determined t6 destroy every man who 
dared to differ with him in opinon as to his successot, and* duU U ths. 
experiment he Is now making.; If i^ he his will, let him' proceed. Angry 
discussion can never, add to my comfort, it may' to his. Our temperv- 
nient and aim are, as I heHeve, a little Afferent. I endeavor (o take &GtB 
as' I know or helieve them to exist, and meet all the responsihillty they 
Justly throw upon me. In the temper he now ib, and with enfeehled 
&enJties, he views everything as an enemy that stands in the road of. hia 
ambition. He pereoniffiee truth, justice and everything else' wldch 
obstructs his cotir^ and attacks them with all that gallantry, with wbiob 
he aftsails political or personal opp<Mients. He has determined he will 
^^Kaekkg the character of a great man. While my highest sambiUon la 

to die oonsdous that I deeerve the reputation of an honat one, 

* . • • 

Tonr fellow dtken, 
' ^ ■ flnoH 1^ yfwra. 

DxAB 8ib: Upon readii^ Gen« Jackson's review of your testimony, I 
^scovered that it seems to be considered a matter of importance in 
regard to the /^fi^s where you made the speedi, in which you alluded to 
the statement of O^Brien. I had not your speech btfore ine at Washing- 
ton dty, when I addressed Gen. Jackson upon that subject, consequently 
I had to depend upon recollection only as to tfie plaoa. Since I came 
home I have had reference to your speech, and find it was delivered at 
Knoxville, instead of Joneeboro*, as I had first supposed, when my ktter 
to the General was written* This may serve to correct the mistake by 
me in this particular. 

'^Pnth mudi respect, youn, 

^ ' ' A. HtmwAV. 

uos. Hn. L..WHini 



' ' Hiis fopty, addr0Med to tbe freonen of TeiAiesBed, wad reckoned t 
Batiftftctory disposal of the charges mentioiied in it. We add a letter 
addressed to its author in reference id it, shortly after its publicatioii: 

* ♦ « c( X hope to meet yon at the' opening of tlie special session oC 
pongress; but I cannot without violenoe to my feelings permit the occa- 
ai6n to pass, without. thanking you most sincerely for your msstedy 
* Address to ti^e Freemen of Tennessee.' The ex-president h^ at no tisBe, 
nor hy any per^n, been so severely hfmdled, and so fUly exposed, I 
think he will be advised not to enter the field of controversy again with 
^91^ hereafter. * * * Tou hate done no mor6 thaa lostioe- to Mr. 
Clayton, in the part he' took in the passage- pf the'Compromise BSL I 
was advised from day to di^ of every important proposition^ that ▼» 
made in the committee, and out of it^ and I say without heaitati(Hi, t&it 
if Mr. Olay ton had not been on the committee, the Compromise Bill would 
not have passed. 

''His geographical residence gave him an influence over both theNorthr 

f m and the Southerh xpembers ; but aside from this, there was no ms% ia 

'Or jout of Congress, , within my knowledge, so. well calculated to eondlisto 

the contending parties and interests otL that great and momentous coci* 

Mon, involviQg the fate of the nation, as was Mr. Clayton. 

'* His intelligence, his pure intentions, his firmness, his urbane msmMis, 
his enlarged national views, and his talents, rarely equalled, cjoalified him 
for that occasion. All the faculties of his mind were brought into ez«- 
cise; for on the fate of tl^e compromise depended, in his JudgmeiiLti 
the fiite of the' Union. 

* * * t* txen. Jackson did not wish ai^y compromise of the qnestios. 
*He had no personal objection to Mr. Clayton, as a member of ^ oom- 
mittee, and in sending to you, he.inui influenced by a ^ird person, wiip 

'was hostile 'to Mr. Clayton. ^ ' . 

'^ The President wished au opportunity to subdue the disaffected ia 
South Carolina^ and then it was his intention to propltia^ the South by 
reducing the' Tariff at once. The. bill guned strength from a iwn to 
defeat his intentions in both particulars mentioned. 
^ Yery sincerely and respectft(Ily yours, 

^ ' ' K W^irnaBET." 
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Hsrred him to Mr. V«n Buren. The nudm rdiance, howeirer/was upon 
the South, "which ther^ was eveiy reeeon to calculate would ha united. 
A few States at the North, or even one ku^g^ State there would thi» 
luive secured his election. "That msiny in that section were casting 
their eyes hopefullj toward . Judge White as a pure and available 
eandidate, may be inferred feom Tarious letters receiTed by him 
about this period. Ohe from, Condy Raguet, has already been 
given. Below follows ati eztraot from ai^othqri which may be con- 
sidered at its date (whatever artificial direction may afterwards have 
beea given to popular feeliag), to have represented the sentiments of 
no small number of true and honest men. 



4IN-.V, ttM. 

' Win ^ou permit me to add, sfar, that your . opinions and sraitiments la 
referenoe tr> the topics of these psmphlets [sent with the letter] will bo 
received with great rapeet by ^I1 who are intenested in them; and that a 
personal visit to Ntassachusettsby you, would aflbrd the highest gratificatiea 
to 'some of her.oitizens. There a^ some, if not mmy, who are seekiDg 
ibr an indi vidi^J on- whom to bestow their suflSiiges, whose moral and 
political character will furnish a g^uaranty o^ the perpetuation of' what 
still remains of the patrimony of liberty, and who will firmly resisi* those 
SntrigheiB and blandishments which have sometimes - seduced those we 
Uad confided in, from the paths of Oonstatutional RepubHeanism. 

With great respect, 4c, • 

Bavusl Whroqicb,Ji» 

Of Judge White's answer to this letter — an answer containing no 
refei%nce to the suggestions just given, l>ut discue^sing some rems^b 
on Labpr, Capital and Society in i^ former portion of it — ^we give a po^ 

tion, valual;|le for^^lear views and strong good sense. 

■ * 

e ' e * Yfe need but one distinction in our society, and that oo|^t 
never to' be lost sight of.' It is the distinction between>vice and virioe. 
If a man^s occupation is lawful^ usefuLto himself and his felloW'-men, hxar 
estly and diligently followed, he ought to be esteemed respeotable; eveiy 
0|ie ought to be pleased with his prosperity; aiid the road to trust laid 
honor ought always be open to him. We know, however, in fact, that 
those who own capital are always seelong profitable investments for it; 
that the owners hate acted, and will act in concert, and that by doiog 
so, they have more actual influ^ce i^ diiieetingafl the operations of gci;r- 
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cnment, tlumten, niy, twieniy times Uieirosmber, withoat spare caidtdt ^ 
and compelled 1p pnrane some hoiMBt and nsefoloocapatkni' for a Uvfaig^ 
.This is not jast, batllmow of no oorrectiye for the evU so likely to Be 
effectual as by all means to enable and enooorage ttus latter class to bet- 
ter their condition, ^«nd inci^ease their information, aa to t^e political 
poncems cf the ooontry. 

In onr government <there is a thirst for office that is alarming. If this 
.originated h\ a.wi$h to be nsefol to the cooptry generally, or in the wis]^ 
to gratify personal pride by occnpying places of distinction, it might be 
well ; bat th^ is reason to fear that in too many instances it has its 
origin in a wish to niak^ the opertftio^ of the gevemment snbseryient to 
the pecnniary inteirest of .those in public life, their friends and connec- 
tions. If this latter be the motiTe, a mere redaction of salary woold notf 
correct the CTil, beeaose an nnwofthy occapant win always make sufS- . 
dent individoal gain,* by sacrificing whatever poblio property or interest 
may be committed to his charge. 

Everything which tends to the dissemijiation of o^fol infbrmation 
among that class of indiyidaals who have to labor for a living, and to 
inake it convenient ior them- to act in cqncert, when t&eir pecutiar inter- 
ests are likely to be assailed or sacrificed, woold in my opinion be au im- 
provement in.th^ condition of onr society ; and in no instance onght any 
nian to & placed in office who'^is not honest, capaUe and habUtiaUy aU 
tentiM to At9 htiine8$, ' • 

■ 8oand n^orak, as well as sound politics, and permanent troth, are mo6t' 
eminenUy in point at the present day. 



''Judge White sigmfied his willingneas to be nominated for the 
Presidency on the 20th December^ 1884. The Tennessee delegati<:a» 
in Congress had re<{ueatad hjjs dedsionin tiie follo^ng letter : — 



ronnr, D^e. S9, 188i. 

' Dbab Sib : — ^Toa cannot be nnapprised that for some time past year 
name has been freqnentiy mehtioned as a desirable person to sacceed the 
prasent Chief Magistrate of the. ITnited States. ' 

Being your colleagues in Congress since the commencement of Ihe 
present session, we hsye been repeatedly asked what were the sentiments 
of our own State upon that • subject, and more freqnentiy, what were ■• 

your own wishes, and what would likely to be yourcourse, should puUie* 
opinion seem to require the use of your name as a candidate, mad fitn 
are often expressed that you would not give youi' consetit. 

Upon this latter point we are i^ some Ion what answer to give. 
' It is our wish bot to dec^va ourselves, qr to be the meai^ of deceiving 



» 
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othtts. We wfll thtrefore eateem it a&vorif yoa vill^tiMiQ 
Mon of yov widiM and detamdiiAtioiM, 

Yeiy M^eotfldly, sir, 

We mre your oot MnrtB^ 

Wv. ILIvoi, 
BAfurJhnrov, 

" JOHK BlAIS, 

W. 0. DVNLAP, 

* Site.. BtnroH, 
JkoI Bkx, 
Datid Obookvtt, * 
^ Jomr B. FoBssmB, 
Luxx Lba, 
Datid W. Dioxmoi. 

« 

Jndge 'White's answer was this, dated next day : 

GsRTLBMBjr: — ^Yonr notb dated yesterday was haiiAsd me t ftv 
minutes sinoe. 

I am aware that for some time past my name has hean oooapionaO^ 
mentioned in our own State and elsewhere^ for the 4>ffice yon ine&tMi, 
I had never supposed it would he sa^r acceptable to the pnbllo, mIs 
fender ^an Ispplieation to me neoeasary .to aisoertiein my wiahea or dite^ 
mination. 

Ndt having taken any pains to ascertain pnblio opinion upon that sob- 
]ect, I am,' perhaps, leas acquainted with the sentiments even of our ows 
State than any of. my oolleagties. .As to my' own i^hes and detertaiii' 
tion, I can have no diffioolty in giving yon an answer. 

I am not oonscioW^that at any moment of my. life, I have ever.wuM 
to be President of the United -States. I have never knowingly uttered 
a sentence, or done an act, for the purpose of indacing any perMHi ie 
think of me for that distingoished station. When the daties and nspoor 
albilities of the office are considered, in my opinion it is an ol){ect wifn 
to be avoided than desired. I shall certainly never seek it While I biT« 
so iitUe confidence in my own- capacity to discharge the duties of it, ail 
BOW have. 

• Those for whose benefit it .was oreated, have a right to AH it with iii; 
citizen they may prefer, provided he is eligible by the OmstitiitioD; vA 
the person who woald refoseto accept such an office, ifi Offiared bytbi 
people of the United States, onght to have a xnnoh stronger hoUnpos 
pnblio opinion, than I can ever hope to possess. 

My niost anxionsfwish'is^ that in aqy nse yon may think proper to nfle 
of my name, yon may lose sight of every oonai^eration ezoept ihepaldie 






* 

itttomi I- hAv6 not had any agney ift oaadng it t6 bd nfed, aojl T do 
BOt'feel thill ^vrooSd be Jnstifled in direoUng the m of it to be disooa^ 
tinned; I oan, honrev»r, ^th troth -say, that if those politioar friends 
yfhp half itied it thus fkr, shall have reason to beliere that a ftirther nse of 
St will be an i{gary,iDstead of a benefit to the coimtryyand may .choose to 
%itbdraw It, they -mil have my hearty, oonotirrenoe. 

.1 aoif ixumt respeoCftdly, ' 

Tour db^dient aerrant,* 

Hv. Jj» WHini4 

• r . - . 

« 

This poirmisdon having Keen given^ Judge White was formalljf 
nominated fo)r the Presidency of the United States by the Legislature 
of Tennessee, on the 16th and I'^th of Ootoberi 1835, by the adoption 
o^the following preamble and lesolutlona : 

TThsbbas, the people of the State of Tennessee in 18^2, in 1825, and 
ag^ in 182X, animated by a sincere determination to support those car- 
dinal doctrines and principles which had distinguished the true republi- 
can party from the CQmihencement of the federal government,' up to 

.that period, and also to connect and reform those practices which appeared 
to be erroneous, and to constitute abuses in the policy and adminstration 
of the government, brought forward General Andrew JadEson, out 
present diiitinguisiied Chief Magistrate, as a person qualified by his prin- 
44plea, oAergy, an^ gi^^t popularity, to effeot these olijeots. -And wAentai^ 
among the most important of these objects were : let. To secure to the 
people th^ exercise 6f the right of suffrage in the election of the Presi- 
dent of the tJnited States, independent of th<B influenoe and dictation of 
caucus nominations. 2d. T^ resist the establishment of the practice of 
Meeting the President of the United States according to any plan of regu- 
lar succession among the great functionaries o( the government. 8d. The 

'limitation an^ control of executive patronage' within ^oh saib and expe- 
dient 'bounds as to secure the freedom and purity of the elective frtm- 
ehise' against aA nndde official, influences. And fsWeos, we are ^tedIj 
persuaded tiiat the principles upon which Oeneral Jackson was origin- 
ally nominate and supported fonr the Presidency, by the i^ple bf the 
State *o( Tenfiessee, iiave loet nothing of tiieir tratjior importance by 
the lapse of finie, land change of droumstancec^, we feel impelled by a 
pioper regard for consiBtdnoy,now, when again 6alled upon to reoonsid^ 
them in ref^renoe to the choioe of a successor; or to re-affirm thenr by 
a renewed and solemn declaration. 

* In the organization and proceedings of the late Baltimore Oonrention 
we perceive the siuue violation of thespirtt of the Oonstjtntion, the dame' 
tendency tb-a*asiirpatlon ol the rightr and powers ot the people in the 



election ot'BmAdeai, the ux^fi^Mt'Ot lotrQiae, thevame U^bility ilk tii« 
i^iemben t6. be eorrvpted and inflnenoed in their ^oonne by tiie yroaum 
mad expectation of office, which we saw in the.orgtnication and proceed^ 
ings of the.Oonjgreasional' eanoiis in 1828, and then oondemned in tb« 
most pnblip and eolettui nuuiner. 

And iohermi^ no indiyidoal has been preaeated t^Che eonadention cf 
the Ameridin pe6ple aa-a candidate' for the nect IVesidenoj, whose 
' character and political' opinions afford the same gnarenteb for the main* 
tenanbe of those principles which brovgfat General Jackson into office, 
and for carrying oat the prineipid measores of 'his a&ministrtfttion, and 
wliiph so well accord with the poUtical sentimeiAa of the people of Ten*' 
nesfibe, as set forth in tMs preamble, as oar fellow citizen, Huok Lawsqv 
. IVHrrB— therefore, 

\Rt$oUed, That HtroK LAwaoif Wnm be* recommended to the people 
of the United States as a man' emlhenUy qnalified to •fiU jthe offied, of 
President 

.JSeBolud^ That we ap{>r6ye geneifal^y of the princnples and poHo^ both 
foreigh and domestic, of the administration 6f the federal goTemment 
daring the term of service of onr present dJstingnished Chief ICagistratei 
General Andre^i Jackson. 

Ephjlux H. Foen^ 



Adopted 4n t^ Sou§$ «f» ^ 16t&, and xidnevrred intj^ tie Senate m» 
the 17th of OeU^er,}^5. ' ' 

ft 

These proceedings were commlihicated to Judge White in the 

following letter, dated NashviUe^^^ct 22, 18331 ' 

• • • • 

To THX Hov. HxiaH L. Whttb: 

Sm : Die nndersigned hftre been appointed » jot^t eommittee of both* 
hpnses of the General Assembly, to inform yon t)iat the -people of the 
State of Tennessee h(ive bj^their representatives nominated yon tp their 
foUewroitizens of the Ilnited-Stetes, for the €A(^ of iQhi.ef Magistrate. 

This'dnty^ we ooiioeive^ will be best discharged, ^y oommonicMiig to 
yon the preamble and.resolations adopted by, both houses of tl|e QenetaL 
Assembly* S^rom thetn yon will leam'tthe princip^ on which tlM nomi- 
nation, was made.' These,- as also tlie attending eironmsta^ees, we tdke 
leave to say, appear to* ns no less honorable Jto th^ people- of the State 
than to yonrself. * By ^lia act, they have shown a dieorimin«ti«n and 
devotion to principle^ worthy the imit^on of posterity. .. 

We ^vail onrselves of this occasion pe tender, to you the assoranoei d 
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Chmmittte mi 
' tke part ^ thd 



* tAascYABA .\nm te. vAir scsttr.* ni 

Mteem md Tenerfitioa for your ctbarMtor, ^nd onrib'dinit wkhes for 
pe^BoHal bappfaiQM. 

If K. Lbdbrteb, 1 (7<^m«^£to mi 
BoBT. Hi Htkim, LtA0 pArt ^ tA4 

ApWOV A. All1>KB80V, ^ 

*\ Wii. MoOlain,' 

' GbaITVILLE D. S^ABOTi 

Lxoir RooEBfl, 
Q.W. Ohubo&wxll, 

Wm. B. p.AMFBKLL, 

> J, A, ICabbt, 

• . * • « 

' CHABUte RkADT, 

> • B0BBBX8OV Topp. 



. « 

• To this con^nunication Judge White Nsponded in the following 
^g^fi^ letter, dated Nashville, Oct. 23, iad5 : 

Gsbtlkicen: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jonr 
commnnication under date of Yesterday, indoalDg a copy 5f a preamble 
and resolntionfl of the (General Ai8&eml>ly of the' State of Tennesee, reoom* 
mending me as a suitable per^n to succeed the- present Ohief Magistrate 
of the United Staterf. 

To receive evidence at any time that the representatives of the 'people 
of my own State continue to repose confidence in me would be highly 
' gratifying;, but at thiJB particular time, and alter such mul.tiplie<l efforts 
hare been unceasingly made from rarious quarters to destroy my reputa- 
tion, to receive such testimony of increased confidence is matter calcu- 
lated to can forth my most profound acknowledgments. 

Some of those who are memben of the present General Assembly, and 
«rho w«bre members of the sSine body two years ago, cani bear testimony. 
Ip the hd that I eanestiy endeayored to prevent hiy name from being 
aiibmitted to the American people for the'hig&eaf ofSce within their gift, 
but my efforts hav^ hoen -unavailing. A atate of things has been pro* 
duoed which induces a portion of my politi6d'frienda to believe the 
interest of thcoountiy would be promoted by the use of my name as a 
candidate, and when applied to on varioos occasions, I have given* my 
consent, and I now take this opportunity to state that this consent will 
Bot be withdrawn. 

In common With a laif^ mi^prity of the citizens Of Teonessee, 1 was W 
humble advooste of the prindiples set foiih in' the preamble -to your 
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re0Qlatum^.«.^Time'«ii*iftcretBad ^iperieQce have tondttd toMfflnBiM 
In the opinion tbat on the'maintenano&of theM prijieiitetthe lilwrto 
of the people .of the United States essentially, depend.* 

. Fcomlhe formation of the Federal Oocstttntion, np to tfak time, there 
fiave been parties in the United Steties. Where they are separated upon 
principle the members of each may honj^tly belieye the pennaaent wel- 
fare ^f the country depends tfppn having the govemmcait administered 
npon the principles which they advocate,.aftd niay lionorably use every 
fiilr effort to elevate their own party, and pnt down* their t>ppon8otB» 
Bat when «n attempt is msi^e to create a piirty not founded upon toy 
■ettled pditieal principles, compoa^ of men beletnging tq eveiy political 
lect, hairing no common bond pf unity saive that of a wish to place one of 
.themselves in the highest. 6ffiQe known to the Qpnstitalionf for die pur- 
pose of having all the honors^ offices, and emoluments of th^ govemineot 
distributed 'by him aftnong his followers,.! consider such an aaBociation, 
whether composed of many or of few, a mere yoctiem, which ought to be 
cesisted by eveiy man who loves liis ^unt^, and wishes to perpetutQ 
its liberty-, • ' , 

. To oonQiliaCe the fit^or, or procure the support, of any man or set ef 
men, belonging, to anyparty, I have not changed, nor agoeed to phanga, 
any one pQUticjul principle t ever avowed. Those upon'Vhiohil h^ve 
heretofore practised shall continue iojbe myrguide in whatever situatioa 
I may be pUoed, so lotag' as I believe th&m to.be correct; dis^niug, « 
I hope I ev^r shall, an attempt to win Qiy way to power upon one ^t of 
principles, and then to^practicctupon anothefr. . 

Through you I beg leave to tender to the Genertd Assembly diynilt- 
feigned and heiutfelt thanks for this additional evidence of their continoed 
and unbroken confidence, and /or yourselves be pleased to accept. the 
assurance that I am, with sehtiiiients.of the high€et resp^et^' 

Your most ol»edt servt., 

» HxTi L. 'Wmm 

* ' • ' ' 

The Preudent, upon finding tJbat he h|ul been foiled in his efforts 

to infiuence Judge White to* become a candidate on the Van Bum 

ticket for.Vicje-President, or to accept a s^at en the Siit>reme benchi 

n6w began to use ihe patronage of the goveMnent to seduoe' from 

Judge' White^ interest ^tne of the leading' nten in the Southern 

St^tea Tlie plea urged by tfaenr for withdrawing from Judge W^dte^i 

support waa,^ that,' by running more than one nifth, tbe great repub- 

Ucan party wQuld 'he divided, and that unless Judge White obtaincKi 

the nomination of the Baltimore Ck)nvention, tbey. ct>uld not sustain 

him. Had QeAeral Jackson's ^edtion depended oipon a caucua ncKfli- 

nation, W would never luiye been** President'; but ha 
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4ji6i6iit>tiewa at that time; and irbea fint preMit^ by tha peopla 
of Teaaeaaee and Penniylvaoia did not prohibit Um uaa of his^ iiam€^ 
although there were bo len than three other eandidates in tha fidd, 
Imdm himself; Mr. City, Mr. Crawford^ and Mr. Adams. 

General Audoon having 4^<1^ upoj^ hiaoottrsoy hia oonfidtetial 
fidands^ 4he Edhpr of the Globe, and Major Dwielaon, his private aecre* 
tanr, oiicufated a st^ment .that the contest in this canFass wonld 
leallj be between him aiid Xudge White. The Van Boren papers \ 
spoke confidently of Judge White's defeat oven in Tennessee.* ^IhaM 
pvedicdon, as they affirmed, was based upon QeneraL J^ckson'a prel^ 
fpedce for Mr, Van Bnien^ Neither Judge White* not liis firiends 
gave any attention to these* mo vemeiits; and.Oeneral JacksoBjin the 
eonfidence of his poirer over the hti|ida4)f the pe6ple of Tennessea, 
to<A occasion ftilly to define hit position through a letter to the Rev. 
8amu^ Gwinn, in which, he advocate the. Baltimore Contention. It 
wis then-said in Washington (allnding to thialptterj; diat adocamehl 
liad been sent to Tenpeaaeei whidi wouTd settle the matter there^ 

This OoBveatiQik — wkich assembled - at Baltimoi^ en the*20th May 
— ^ad been gotten n|> for tfce express parpose*of nominating. Mr. Van 
Bkiren, ^who ^ery naturally received its nnuumoas vote. The- three 
Statea of Alabama^ Illinoi%and' South Garo]in% mere not represented 
in the Conveitdon. ' As the President had lecommended this Con- 
veotion to his Tennessee frienda, a fiiilnre on their part to appoint 
delegates^ created such a nnivetsal cegret in that, assembly, as to 
induce a Mr. Rucker, a gentleman fcom Tennessee then accidentally 
present, and invited to act as delegate, to cast fifteen votes fbr the 
&M^ A'^d thereby to secure. Ool. R. M. Johnson'e nomination for the 
Vie&Presidency.- .To sho^ thelnvalidity of this vote, it is only neces- 
sary to inasrt Mr. Rucker's'Qwn letter- to the Editors of the Nashville 
Union, explanatory of his conduct on this occasion. 

. Ton will discover my name introdnoed into the prooee^ngs of the 
Baltimo^ Oonvention.. I'd prevent all misunderstanding, I ms)ce the 
following statement: I was not delegated to act in thist convention. I 
happened in Baltimore at the time of its sitting, .and after the delegates 
from the different States had their credentials examined by the committee 
f^nointed for that pnrpose, there appeared, to be no one pl^esent reppe^ 
seating Tennessee. This circamstance seemed to be dimply regretted by 
many, and upon its being mentioned that I wss there, and a Tennessean, 
It was suggested by some that I might vote, which I aocordingty did. 
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• This latitadinadan prooeediog-gavB risa to the phrase '^'RaAtfthe^ 
whiA ifflA then and afterwmrdi tksed tad^icribe that aiid other viidi- 
lar (^ntrbanoea. 

It was supposed tliat the decision of the Baltitnote GonTentioR, and 
•the flwinn letter, would have the effect of eausingf Judge White's 
friends^ ma&e theis9ue between him a|id Gen. Jackson, whu^ was 
so desirable* to the friends of Mr. -yaa ;Buien. IChtirgee of cowardioe^ 
and want, of ehirdry^in not assimhig the President at once, with 
▼arious taunts and epithets of abuse, such as^4»organizen, iDtiignen^ 
anti-republieaps,'* were heaped* upon that 'portion of the oommunity 
'v^hich could not perceive the jilstioe, or'acknowledge the truth of the 
accusation that Judge White <hadr lost hiii claikn to the nimes of a 
gob^ republican and a \irtuoi]|i'*citizen, bj ci0Bsentin|r to becom^a 
candidate for the .Presidency. It;^ now seemed that all their efiotti 
were about to pipve abortive. The Gwinn- letter had fnied — tbe 
hoped-for issue had not'^been aecuced — and other meana must be 
resorted to — the work mutt be iictof^pfiiUfii.' 

The public mails were sood flooded with ^ Globes^ and eartzttiy oo«r 
taiiting most virul<dift attacks upon'Jtidge White, with 8pecific.6haigel) 
of *^ bargain, intrigue toA corruption,*' between Judge White and Ml 
BeU,.and Judge W^^e' <^d ihe 'opposition. These papers* bote the 
^^tesident's frank. The dishonorable' course of ditf Adminiatia- 
tion, in: this franking privilege, became necessarilf subject to tilie aAi- 
madversions.o^ ih^, pubUa pr^ {)vea then. Judge White's .fi:^0Dds 
were willing to believe, and to avpw, their 4)eliej^ that Qen. Jackson's 
confidence had l^een abused and his name used in this* illegal wiiy 
by designing ipen. Investigation proved this eupposition to .he oop- 
rect, to some extent! BoWever,when susfAci^n settled Upon ICi^ 
Donelson, the Preudelit's private secretary, ^en. J. wrote a seoond 
Gwinn letter, asserting that he had never franked anypackages^for 
tfajor Don^lsqn, without a perfect knowledge of their contents, sod 
contending, that the packages conti|ined publicr documents^' thov^ it 
was notorious and has been fully proven that they were those mahtioai 
assaults upon Judge White, which have just been mentioned. 

These thingti transpired a little. before the State elections; and one 
object evidently .was, to ihSiienoe those elections in such a manner, ss 
to- secure B. legislature, subject 'to the will of the party in power — tai 
who would relieve it of Judge Whitei's opposition in 'the Senate, bf 
pasurfg resolutions instructing him io vote for Mr. Benton's expunging 
resolutipps. To insure success in this expdriment, the copies of (lie 
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Olobe, ceDtaihing Col Benton's speech -pn tfaese fe^oltttionB,'were 
franked bj the President t6 inany members oi the leg^ature, and 
letters were written by him to Mr. Brown^ and A. O. P. Nicholson, 
oomplainiiig that "Judge White hi^i. not o'nij failed -to take part in 
his defence, but had mo^ed to stride out the word ' expunge^* and all 
the reasons on which Mr. Benton's motion. rented*** . 

. In his eourseon this subject Judge White was sustained by many 
distinguished membets of the JackM piftty, vii^ King of Aia., King 
of Ga^ Cuthbert, Buchanan, McKeever, Tipton and Hendricks. What 
was a virtue in them -^tm a crime in him. • His political enemies were 
not yet fiilly aware of the materials of which the Tennessee leg^slar 
ture was composed, and their great desire to expel Judge White only 
-made his friends n>ore resolyed to sustain him. They had elect^ him, 
a few months before, with a full knowledge of this objection, and could 
not be induced to instruct him to act differently. 80^ instead of hold- 
ittg his seat by the President's endorsement, he unexpectedly held it 
in defiance of hb protest 

GoL K H. Foster, writing to Judge White, ^ato Nashrille, Feb. 26, 
1886, gives the following graphic acccfunt of the struggle in the leg- 
islature of TenneflBee, to manoeuvre through the instructions to vote 
for expunging, and the resolutions to withdraw Judge Whitens nomi- 
nation : 

In other matten, a r^ large tujarity of that legislature who 
elected yon, sir, witi^ ans wee^ have proudly distin^vidied this nbble 
Slate b^ore the whole American Bepnblio. Ihey bare withstood al&e 
the persnarions and the. tfanals of tiie strongest arm in the nadon, and 
thai mic^My akm laid bare^ aqd nnUnshih^^y held up to the gaze of all, 
that nothing of its overwhelming ^eflbcts on popnls^r love and veneration 
might be lost — that arm, hitherto and perhaps still invincible, wins laid 
upon yon ^d yonr fKendsL Thank God, here we have thus far withi' 
stood its withering, destruetive, paralyrifig force, and we stand proudly 
erect after the storm has spent its viotenee and wasted its strength. How 
happy I am in ibe reflection I leave your own patriotio feelings to paint. 
* * * The ** expunging resolutions '* had been sufFeied to s)ee(> in quiet* 
for the space of near a five-month. Meanwhile, as you have no doubt 
heard, no means were left untried to gain friends indooi^ and Without. 
The people were invoked, and Gen. Jackson's reputation, like OsMar*s 
pierced and bloody mantle, was held up before them. Public meetings - 
wei^ called, and private memMials droulated. They sought to seduce 
the ignorant by misrepresentatioa, and to liUnre others by promises and 
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flHfeteriea. Qtm^ JaiskioD, as yoa mayliave seen, cBd not tliiiik it oat of 
tilM wfty to flfddrew kioiMlf personally, and by strong tlppeals, to many 
members o£ tbe legisla^arey and among them to some, who most have 
been designated by some shrewd friend at Waslungton (the Speaker cf 
tbe Hoase, we suppose here), for they had never had the honor to see or 
be seen by the Presidents-add were snrprised-->^not flfittered oif by (he du- 
tinction. WelJ,' die session was ftst drawing to a doae,- and the Van 
Baren lexers ^M>t bad taotiofims, I aasiire yon), determined on an eftrt 
f!riday, the IStfa inst^t, they [the ezponging raolntiona, JSi] were 
oalled for, and Dotw4thataabdiog maa^ 6f yq v firiendai anxioas for tba 
fif^t, Toted widi the ehenqr to bring them mp, th^ call ihiled. ; Not to tta 
qotrdoney or disappointed Ifl. all hopes of making aotnething by ndisduiqoa 
tiiat mig^t bring yoor .name intolangry collision with the President's, they 
t£en called for Col. Johnson's ** Te laudamut " resolntions. The call sqo- 
ceeded,^ and the f($rgott§n.and long-negleoted paper, almost oovered witii 
dtist and cobweb, w:a6 dragged to light. The question was on the 
abendment In iS^n of the whole, offered by Mr. Whiteside, when the pvptf 
came from theOenato last CKstober. , Mr. Ridfey obtained the floor, and 
moved to amend Mr. Whiteside's amendment, by engrafting on it neit 
of the a^roiUs matter opntained in the original reaolotioiia. Mr. Mirtin, 
of MadiaoB, iaqaire^ if •« motion to amend the original would take -pit* 
osdenoe of ,a motion, to amend the amjendmentf Being anawered froai 
the chair in 4be affirmative, he propose^ an additional reeplation appror* 
ing " both getierally and specially,'' the President's proclamation against 
Soath Carolina nullification ; /' not " as he observes, ^- that he approved Qf 
the reasoning or the doctrine contained in that paper, either in whole or 
in part; for he had qmde^ and stiUmad^ open-day war agaiaBt the instnh 
ment, ita logic and its oondnsiona, and iiia arm woold never^be grounded; 
but he felt tk deaiDs to tiy the stomal qi some of lua.over-r^idrteoa^ 
^tiole-hog Jadrson jQriends, and aa l^e- oooaaion .fitted ao w/bU, hei oonid 
not forego the pjeasnre, o^ the raaUoe^ aa gentlemea. might ohooae to ^ 
it, of making the experimtot." • If a whiadng little bomb had &lkfi on the 
floor, it ^onld not have produced more amaaement in aertajn qaartefs, 
than this viilainona amendment did. ^r. Hnnlphreys, Mr. Overton, and Hr. 
Allen, of Ferrv, all ^ good men and tnte '.' to the oaose of Mr. Van Baren, 
apnmg on the nnUifiet. .It seemed as if they really intended to devoor 
(dm. I cast a longing eye towards Martin, for I folt for hiau One ^msm 
Y^nvinced me tliat I might save my compassion. There ha sat, like a 
hi%e buU-dog, castiag a oalin and .indi^Terent eye, now on thia side and 
now on that, at tl^e whgle paek( that bayed him, oonscifws no d^nbt of 
his own strength^ and knowing that .be.conld crosl^ them whenever tbey 
yentured too far. On the question, the amendment was ordered by a Un^ 
vote, Mr. ^omphreys ai^d 10'; Allen voting, with ^e minority, anddonbtp 
less cursing the arttficer and the artifice that forced them to ab unmannerly 
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as exporaxe. Kot ocmteBted with ihit experiment, hot reeoWed to tfy^iheir 
** fiuth*' by the meet horrible end at the aemetiine indispntabte teet, Martin 
«gain reached the floor, and moved an«niendoient| that the Ptwdent^ 
coarse, in attempting by his inflaenoe.to secnre the election of a snooenor 
of his own choice, by his franks and his letters, so fiir ^ axif member had 
knowledge' of -sQch letters and franks, met the hearty a|>pit>batioii of the 
Gener^ Aasembly. Tfals, indeed, was llie V mikindest cut of alL** Old 
Job himaett^ patience personified, oonld ^not stand it longer. Bat neoee* 
■ity is the* mother of invention ^ and the Van Biven men, thna rhased 
and caaght in their own toils, immediately took shelter under the '^ezpmig- 
ing resolatioBs.^* - Col. Guild moved a snbstitate in lien of Mr. Kartin's 
amepdment. It was a new and improved edition of the ^' expangingreso- 
Intiona,'^ just from Washington, <fiapatched by Col. Benton, as was pdbr 
Kdy charged in. debate and not denied; and defined ^^'ezpnnging '^ to 
oonmst in drawing black lines around and making notea across, and not 
in blotting out or erasing an offensive entry. And then by a war' of 
ingenuities, a debate not anticipated originated in theeHouse. It pie* 
sented, I assure you, an animated scene. The lobby was soon thronged 
to overflowing, and mimy went away who could npt crowd in. • In jus- 
tice to all, 1 must say, ttie di^cusston was ably, adroitly and at timee' 
eloquent)/ conduct^ on both sides*. It continued Friday, Friday nig^t, 
Saturday all day, imd until 1^ at night, and despil^ all my exertions, was, 
r^ceitM at timed with loud applause in the lobby and on the floor. Ab 
yon will readily imagine, -yourself apd Mr. Van Buren both got some 
hard knocks, and among hands the "old hero/^. himself now and then 
received an unlucky blow',.ohly, however, when the stroke Was aimed at 
l£r. Van Buren ensconced behind his mighty buckjer. As I told yen, the 
House continued the debate until Id b^clock, and then a^o'umed without 
taking the question. On Monday, and periiaps the nett or a suc6eeding 
day, several ineffectual^ attempts were made to bring up 'the subject* On 
Saturday morning last, and when but few anticipated ihi movement, Mr. 
Topp, tibe talented, eloquent and spirited member 'frt>m l^elby, having 
being deprived of an opportunity to address the Hotise when the debate 
was in progress before, and resolved not to be cut off from delivering Yog 
aentinmpls, rose in his place, and offer^ a preamble and resolntjons highly 
complimentary to you^ and approving . yous course on Mr. BentonV 
. expunging resolutions. He followed up his motion by one of the most 
pungent, forcible, and interesting speecShes I have.yet heard. He ctit all 
round with a two-edged sword, and being about to dose, mentioned thai 
it was 'not his intention at that late period to lay. the resolotiOna before 
the House— that he had simpfy introduced them to enable faim to give 
Ida honest sentiments against the odious propoaitio;! to expunge, and thai 
be would now withdraw them as he had a Hght.to do by the rolea. * * * 
And thoatbe^'expungipg^end the*«hiudatory VreaolutionsdeaoeBdlbrthe 
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fyreieixt to I3ie ** timib of the OftpQtoto;'*'t]i^ibtiner, I trust m Go^ 

riie agafn^'nor the latter, wliiie they oome to ns in straps of adidatioa 

moreeaited to the attribatea of'hia Maker than of man. 



Judge Whita'a correapondenoe at And about thia period bean iiaffi* | 
cient teatimonj to the equanimity with which he bor6 the aimlts 
and manceuvrea of hia enmnie^ although a proper regaid for his owa 
<lharacter and (or the friends who were upholding him rendered it a 
right, that he should now l>e interested in his own suocesS) and at 
least do what^vdr'was necessary to a proper a^predation and ackoow- 
ledgnrent of their endeayqrs.. These lettera show likewise tbat he 
was well aware of the corrupt means' used by his opponents, who 
dasc^nded ev^ to tbe unlaii^fui iezami^tion of priTato ^udled letters. 

A penpnal ^end writes/ to him, to Washington, from home, ^iate 
Januaxy 7, 188$ : 

I haVe this mqment hpd a oonrersation with Mr. James Jackson, who 
is directly fropi Nashyille, and who says that tl\e members of oar Legis- 
lature have very lately received con^ipumoa^ons from the President, 
urging them to adopt, iLe resolution inatructiDg you to' Tote fi>r Benton's 
expunging resolution, and very abusiTe of yodrs^ 

Believing it the duty qf a Mend to advise you of such proceedings, 
I do so, wild in ^^tion* that you may not be deceived, I here state to yon 
that Andrew Jaehtan^M frank is very frequent on papers abusive- of yonr- 
.self and Ool Bellj sent to tii|s office. I think (though you did not si 
early as myself make the discovery) you will be satisfied that he is not 
the man we at one time took him .to be. 

At one tinie I was a vecy clever fellow, and so were you and Bell; 
but we have become great scoundrels in the estimation of the tyrant who 
wields the executive, department (indeed ail) of the government, 

A short* statement made by Judge White in the' Senate, June 28, 
1836, fun^shes a summary o( the \arious underhanded engineerings 
to which bia.bpponents were stooping : 

. At the last session, the ihember from Missouri (I' doubt not frem a 
oouTiotion of the cbrrectness 61 the procedure) submitted hisproposltioa 
to ez]nihge.r The Chief Magistrate had made up hiit'mind ^o should be 
hissftccessor, ai(d had determined to use^ aU his personal infliieiioe and offi- 
cial patronage to secure his election. Whilst thens was a mijoritgr (^ tha 



S^naito oppoied to him, lliii patronage oonld.'not be iNfesoglii to ^ p er f ta 
witli; AiU effael. - Upoa diaooamng the expangiagTeaolatum, tiie ppiniona 
of eyery aenater were expnaaed. The timea of aome were thes expiriiif 
— the Very day of voting. TiA Tenerable Chief ICagiatrajte ai onQa aanr 
the nae which ooold be made <ff thia iBatrnment) and he liaa giTen it hia 
ftitt infloenoe ever ainoe,* under, the hope that, tbrongh ito nae, the Senate 
eoold he ^zpAigated, - memben whom he deemed unworthy of the atetlon 
ezdnded, and their plaoea aoppliedby othera, ifihta dpinioo, move, worthy. 
He aeixad the weapon, and Jiaa widded it "with' all- the eltM he oookl. 
The ory " exponge ^ waa raised, and has been contfilDed. ' 
• lahall-apeakof what'Iknow, and whatIbeMeyeto;betnie. .Ilietfane 
of. one^of the aenator» In my own State had- vKflind. ICemben of the- 
lagialatnra and to the Honae pf Rei»eaentatitea were' to be elected in 
Angoat, The Ghief .QCac^Mrate interftred, throng the agenoy (^ 6ther8| 
in jUie eleetiona to be qiade by the p^ple, and in the elootioA to bo made 
^ the leifiaktara. 

Doea any otke ifho heara -me donbt t^ia atatementf He nee^ nol» 
The following fMa wiH:ahow, inoonteatably,»that he hiteMarad in the 
election to be mada by the people : 

let ma two lettera addreased to the Be^, itr. Owfai, which all who 
look into newBpapera^mnat have Md. They were intended Ibr pnUicar 
tion, and weie aetnaDypubliahed* ' - 

Sd. Beaidtt the iinmber of eopiea of the C^lobe itaelf^ hnndreda of which , 
he haa aent to Tenneseee nnder hia- frank, he frankM many oopiee of the 
proq>eetaa for the extra Globe,, *whieh eoi^taina vety little except miara- 
preaentations and insinnationa utterly unfounded and untrue.. There can 
be no pretebcethat thia waa tent becauae itoontained any apeeeh, or any 
pnUie doedment. - There ia no auefa thing in it. I hold one that he aenfe 
to Te nne aa ee , fnak and all-in myfaand, Juat aa raoeiyed by the gentleman 
to wbom it waa addroaoad; and many othera wte« aoaltered through the 
country under hia frank. 

Bd; He wrotca letter tolCr. Ouny, which waaHaed in Ck>L Standiftr% 
diatrictf'wtth nview to influence pubMo opinion. 

4th« '-He wrote a letter to my colleagoe,'.a copy of which waa. fbraiahed 
to Mr. JofanaoB, who used it in his canvaaa upon theatump with a Yiew tat 
aid hia election ; and it must have been intended for aoch nae when writ* 
ten, otherwise we ntot auppose my ooHeague abused the confidence of 
the Ohief Magiatrate, in peradttfug hia tetter^o be i^pHed to. a pnrpoae 
not intendM by tlie writer. 

Theae few fkctS) independent of many others whieh might be atktedf 
aatiafy me thaf he did interfere, and uae Ida Inffnence with the people to 
regulate their opiniona Jn the eleetiona. 

Saoondly. He interfered with the legislature. - . 

i. On the next day after ihey aaaembled,'uiidar hiafraok, ^aoh manabar 
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j«Qtiv6d tktwe vmA«n of the eitra Globe, 'flmoiiiitiBg 'to three hndndL 
Hvn k one of Uioiii,iruik wad att. Some of these Globee oontein ipaibUr 
ff theloweetktndriBte&dedfBo^oabt, to disgust the nembenwUh their 
ionner senetor, anfi to preVent his re-etoctioB. . 

, fi., 'Bfi wrote a letter lodCr. Nieholeon, ome of the memben, whieh w$ 
.hftTe eeeii pnbHshed in the newepepec, in which he oomfrfeine of' the k/t* 
mw eeaetor for not 4lefeiidi)ig him on the ezppnging reeolntion at the 
last.ecaeion, and jvatUying the nee made of hiailrankuig pHyllegM. 
' 8. He wrote « ■iixlila]' l0tter to Me. Brown, another BMmber, i oopy xif 
which I now hold in my hand. ' *' ; * 

4w He wrote to Mr. Gnild, one of th^ leading membcure, a letter 000" 
tainlng an acgnraent to prove the propriety of inetmotkig^the senatortf to 
▼ote ibr cxpnnging the. reeolution of March,- 1884, and urging the propri* 
ety of giving snch inetniotione, abd antfaorised Mr.Ghdld-to aubmit -it to 
Miepeniaal of othermeniber»; whi^hedid; end ' * 

6;. From thu place fsoB $entto M$ same Mr. OuUd a eopy ef the ibm 
of «zpan^ng, which the aenatom were to^be inatrdcted to nse ; and this 
iDtm eorreepOMda, as I liare nndentood, with tfiat need- in th< rrtnlntwa 
proposed at this session by the senator fW)plCia80iucif 
• All these facts prove that the first object was to' defeat the je-^eetkm 
si « senator, who, at the .last session, <had shown he would JMit coofbrai 
his oondnct to the will of the Chief Ma^i^trate; end, when- that friled^ to 
eaoae ovi^ ifOtiffiethM to be giyen i» it 'was known^^that that lenaftor 
st^Ud not obey^ and thereby J>ree him to resign. • Both theae oljecli 
iMed. The senator was m-eleoted, 4nd t^e Idgiskto^ would «ol fm 
any iaatmctionB. 

'Mr. Presidiont, I hare not i^ted theee ibctr by %ay of eomjdaint agaioft 
the exeontiye. I peihane am, least of all odiers^ o6mpetent to judge 
whether snch a course was in coBlbimity with his'statioB*Qr hie peeoUsr 
situation ; but I sta^ them that justice may be done to the indepeodsDOO 
of the legislature, and to their de^rmination not to he pmvaaded or 
forced from what they thought the path of ditty. 'Their course is the more 
commendable, when it is repembcoM they sat within A ftw miies of bii 
. xesidence ; were saironnded'by h|i personal friends ; aivd thai th^ them- 
eeWes tan fritpiah from thejr own body many of his eaiQeet, firmest, and 
most undeviating poiUical and penonal friends. Let' it be rememboredi 
also, thikt. they tbien were, and now are, the firm and unflindiing tt^ 
porUmxit his Admintstratioii, nppa every point where his meaaoras mo- 
form to the principles awwei to hriiig him into powor. Yet they, would 
nOt| and-didnot^ give their senators any inatmctioM upon this qqsstkm. 
They .were willing -to trust them withoiyt instmctioiia upon this as w|li 
oA other points^ and on this account it fo th^ I Ael myself under higlMr 
obligations to endeavor to carry out the will of ray Stfte upoi^ thiff «ol(jso^ 
than* I should have been if formally iastraeted. ^ 



^ 

. if.oiirle«t«rawe'Nad;H makee no dUEbiraftce^ iwpvided thiy^ would tfveii 
theh forward tbem^ . -' " • " ,. 

What will be the fate of any nomination before.the Senate,' I know not. 
My ^use mnat be. an indiyidoal one, aa I tun not in the eonfidenoe of 
mnj party, I'sfaaU^ ao far is my vote wUgo^ carry oot the great prin<n- 
^ of eheokiiiff exeootlTepatroiuiflai fwiiig employed to kiflnenoe tberi^t 
Qf.Baflhige. » ' 

Witii the m6ist ^injoere eateem and regard, 

' To^r. obedient aenrant^ 

.?'..,. • ^ < . • ' Hff. L. WwoL 

Hon. Q^09Q> W. Qhubohwb^ 

/ • •• . * • * ' • " 

..AM a^T^ui^ ii little Ut^: 

(. . BtBin oaiMns, .{UrMrr'aa, 18N. \ 

Hr.BtfAn Bai* Tonr fiaror nnder^date of the' 8th instant, waa 
QQodyed, apparently aafey.on yesterday. . We have h^ almbal oonataotly, 
a «taie of very hi(^ ^oitement in Oongreaa, and. h^re, a^ yet^ done bat 
fitti^ exoept talk. . 

.The*Globe has b^oome ibor^ and more abnsiyo. It is now plaii^y seen 
th&t I wUtneltlier be coaxed, nor. driyen fiioin the position, ia'whiph' I 
hsT^ been pUw^ by my p6litiold friends. The xmly-jalteEtiative^ therei' 
fd^ is to deStvoy me if poAible.* i am charged with inaiHoeri^fV 
daplioit^, fidsehood, suppressing the tmth te., withont- stint In ad^ 
tion, H is obVieaa ihe w)iole power *iMid patronage of -the executiye.ifl^. 
bh)nght to bear. For all this, I oaie.not. My leadiog friends here, stand • 
firm, and fearlessly do their duty. How many of them may do so elaei^ 

where, time alone 'PnUi show; ... 

♦ •. * ■ • ,• 

I shsdl calmly, coolly, and wlthoat &lt6ring^ as well as I am al^e, dia- 
eharge whal I think the daty assigned me, withoot at6ppinjg.to considec 
whether it wiU eloTate or deprelM me in pnblibopiniont 

The policy is to whistle off* as many of my firiends as poasible, imd to 
saorifioe the i-est . ! *^^ ■ 

' When the oonl;^ ta o^rer, even tf left a pini|ate eitiaenv I wjonld not 
ea^ohange either feeHngi br character, wilii the tepieirikble Ohief Magis* 
tratb. I ii^tend to act, /is for as God may enable me,.opon the.prinei* 
pies which I hare ever ^rowed^ which 1 ))elier^ are ho^nfi. aiid correct 
I wiU) therefore, haVe my own ^probatidn : wheiseas, liiy old iiiend is in 
open disregard of tiie^lebding measures he professed to entertain- when 
he Bongbt power^ and ia saying, • and coontenancing others in saying^ 
things against me, which' he. has ' the strongest reasons to believe ara< 
n^{ast and nnfonn^ed. ' » "- - » . 

Our French war is happi^ «nded.^ :6honld the inatmeting, stptuif^nff 
resolutions \^a,v9 pasaed, I shall leave /or home aasoetf aa I can make the' 
iiteeesi^ prepafadoBS^ .^- " ■ < ' * ■ 
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If pttinitM to Twuunbere, Illftve no doitht we shall have themmeA 

«f aome of .Air^.J^y^ ^Sifttail in Tennowoe before theSenate' lor tbeir 

ptf., MyhecMleQiitinneB v^iy.good.. '. ^ 

> . ' . Moetr ainoerely md tro^, 

^ £(v»'L. Whixi. 
Bern. GL W. OffUBaswiiA. ^ • . 



Kt Dbab Spt : X thank yon most einetju^j fi>r your letter enolqaed to 
Kr. Lea, anil which he handed me en yesterday 

rseeno reason .to Conclude that 'anything which has pccnrred here 
during the session can have t^e effect .of doin^^ as harm ; od the contrary 
I think we <may well flatter onrselves that progi^ess has been made in 
giving to the people some nseftil information. , 

Syerything lu the power of the ezecntiTe to do for the purpose of 
ii^nring me has . been done, and I ' doubt not the same course will bo. 
oontkiued. ^ 

• tn dcmfbrmity With tiiyown judgment,' as well as what I. believed the 
wishes of my' colistituents I 'have in every instance su9tained the eztei- 
fire, exoeptmg only iik sueh mefunrdi as J belief inconsistent with the 
great principl^p for w^ch we al| struggled when ^e present President 
Oame into pow'er. . '• . * , . * . 

Strange a9 it may seem, l h^ve no doUbt the truth is, the. President' ii 
exceedingly anxious that it should be known that his sqcoessor wiU have 
be^ elected by hts means and influence ; and I am perfectly con^aoed 
he.intends to put down every man who dares to throw any obst^Mskto ill 
iilB way, , t • 

That the timid and cfdcylating wiH yield.to his wishes is according to 
the common course of things ; i^ to myself I am content to- await the 
result without anxiety. I will. never yield to tiie dictation -of >ny one- 
man living, but wilj witlingly abide the expressed will of a migprity, bo 
that what H niay. That the patronag^^ of the government has beedused, 
is now being used^ and will continue to be used tp influence'public opinion, 
I firmJIy beliibve. After ihe 4th March, 1887, the opihion tfnd influence of 
G^nend Jackson will be regulated entirely by the manner in which his 
wl^le pubHo oouduot shall be estimaM by the.oommiin(ty at large." 

I venture pne prediction, * and that is that if he ever after that 
period should need fri^nda he will fipd veiy few ara6ng those 'he is now 
serving most zealously. 

Why should we try to proye ouf 'letters were broken f "Wlio earest 
Those who are j)rofited' \}y iuok villainy will only be the better pleased* 
All we can dp in such cases Is'to state the truth, as it is, whenever a^ 
wherever we pleasoi and le]t others belieyo ordisbelieye ns as best aoita 
them*.: 



Ml laomm w hush xurwaok wmn. 

Toa n^iiB^ c^P^t ftnd so ypAi ^dfl find the tratli to iie, thai yoti #in 
hATe thi (^poftition aii% enmiity o€ all thb§a who htXti^e yQQ are,-6r wflf 
^l>ef in thair way ; and jon will *haTa better look than I, if yoit .do Mi 
find those jnoet Mfeier whom yom hare ireatedbest. 

Patience and good temp^ nnder ii^nstioe ia ahrays the beet polioj.^ 
"When people lie, livp th^m do.Wn- by exemplary* conduct.' 

Yonr letter at thQ-elose of the ^esHoii was reoetred and answered. Aa 
jon did'not'reoeiye the answer some phe else reodved the iienefit of.it. • 

If Hi Qsagd oonld dilgost any one with the world T ought to be ^»> 
gnated^ bnt I am not. . W}ken. those who onght to treat me well, iU"^ xu% 
me,<^I'am more'than compensated by the friendship and rapport of those 
who are*nnder no obMgatioti to me. 

Most sinoerdy ana tnily, yonrs, 

<hoBoi "W^ . O mw o mmL L, Esq. 

A speech made' by Judge Whitb-at a dinner giyen him .by hia 
constituents at Eno&vi)le, in August of the same year, contains a ^lear 
ezpofldtion of the principles upon whi^h he waa UKi ki^ been acting!,' 
of the grosa yiolation and desertion of them by the {>atty who wera 
now seeking Mr. Ya&Buren's election, and^themeihods and mottraa 
by which the opposition to himself wits conducted' 'by the Adimnia- 

trati6n. ^e stotiment introdncing him waa the' fdio wing : 

p. . • , • • . • . 

Out dutingiMhed ffumt ^nd neigKbo¥i the Eon, ffugh Lmomm' Whft$.^ 
fiis publitf'career has' been no less <A)nspiciiotis for its consistency, inde^ 
pendence, ^nd usefulness, than his pHi^ate ii& for its pn^riety, purity, 
and uprigh'tiiess^' Hal&volenpcf and persecution 'cannot prostrate Kln^ 
Tennessee will^^ilstain him firmly, and fearlessly against the ^landera of 
malioe and the mag^c of the most influent!^ name. ' 

• • . • ■ • 

A(ter the loud and reiterated bdito of applftute with'whick thit 

sentiment waa reoeiyed, had aubaided,* /udge Wbita r^ae aiui said : 

Omprudaat: The«entiment Jn^'giTeD^ and thfe ibelinga wid^ which It 
lias l^n received^ tadourage me to dp.aomethihg mora than makiQ taj 
acknowledgments for your nndeviating JiApport^ and eonttnned oonfl* 
dencei * . • • 

After an absenoe of almost niii6 months, seyen of whioh/wm devoted 
to my duties in Xlengress, upon faj retum home, to find my neighbor^ 
the people of my own eonnt^Tr^ready^ to greet, me as a friend, and to 
dedare in the &ee of the jf^rld,''that my chViMs^r as a pri4'at» cltiaeiiL 
does not deserve reproach, and that my eoadubt aa a pnMio man m e e t s 
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when I reflaet how in oc a m itlj I have b^a«sMtIofl, and with how mnoh 
indintry the Wlnt aboitei hAw^bteii droalited^ nader the Miietion of 
lUMnea, some of which I.'kndw are, and long have 1>eeii, ywj deaf to y&tL, 
ai welUas to t£e gNaloi^odti^ of mj ihOow-dtiiein. ^■ 

For etoven jmn I ha^e^ in pArt, represented iDenneMee ift the Senate 
0^ the United States, .^t^ntil the two last, my senrloes, bnm'ble as tfaej 
were, appeared to be acoe||table to the great, body of the people. Any 
complaints against me were made, oomparatiTely, by a few, and they 
tinere of those deoidedly-opi;^sed to the present Chief MagiMmte aad hk 
AdministratioB. ^ . * • ' ^ ' 

tTow the matter has ohaoged^ and* I have been Yiplently assailed by 
some of those with, whom i have formerly acted, and seTeral^of those .Fh<9 
were my bitter, opponents on aoooont ef my attachment to the Obief 
liagisfrate, l|aTeri>doome hfs sealoos friends,' while they still continn^ 
tlieir^ hostility to me. Having resided in the State ttcm my boyfaocid, 
and having, fipm >;he time I attained the years of discretion, been bo^. 
among the people an some capacity 6r other^ I believed a large ai^dover- 
whelmD^ mi^ori^ of onr/ fellowrdtiaens .were decidedly ttffttn&nwn 
B^jmbluam; uid. belonging to that sdiool of politicians myMlf, when 
£oBored with a seat in the Senate, I flattered myself that da a^ important 
qiiesii^ooa, when I -honestly carried out, in prflictioe, my oWn poUlioal 
^ime^s, I woldd also fi^thfblly Vepreton€ the opinions of my eonstitntots. 
I ha«w neither solicited' nor desired the berths and oonld iiot have been 
indaoed to accept it, if a sacrifice of any ef my principles had been 
jreqnired. At one period ^hymestic afflictions visited me in snch n^id 
sncoession, and iHth soch we||^t, that'I had made'np my mind to with^ 
draw, and let my place' be snppfied by eooas one^ whose mind wonlft not 
be doomed to brood so ihnch over his own misfortones ; bnt abahdoned 
the idea a^ the tamest s<rfidtation Of somej whom I, childishly, then 
thonght my friends^ and who aie tto^w nnder^e hypqiolttdid' pretence Of 
cpntinned friendship, my moA deadly 'eneqdes. 

1r the ^reat straggle to bi^kij^ the present Ohief ICagistrMe Into office, 
it.became necossary that Aw fnmi» should '^proclaim and enforce, by all 
the argnments th^ eonlA advi^i^ their p<^osl principles; and what 
weretheyf v w 

1st. All oseVssi eoqpenditnrsa of the pnbDo.monqrs ahouldsbe disbqn- 
tisaed. 

S^. All offices 4ioidd.be filled by meif wbowerrhonest, capably imbM 
to the Oonstitation, and of business ha'bitB. 

> 8d» That neithor Congress nor any department of theibderal govern- 
mettt-)iad any power, except that whfoh wa^ ei^prsis^ grcmUd- by the 
Oohstitotion, or was neeessary and proper to oarry into effiBet some power 
wUch was ezprssily gnmted. 
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4th.^Thaivtfa6 Exeoatf v« powi^r ahoqld be so Unutot^ ttn^r^ffvioMhf 
2m0, ^Mtjieilliar the iVwicidiil nor saj^offieer appointed by, or dependflnt 
upon him, could iif^ At* wi^iiimiw ^r ppwor t».e§nitrol or gmis p fA f k 
iipinion in^eUtUont. ' i^ 

5ih. That the Opnatitatjoii shoifld b# to amended- as to «0eiir0 to ih^ 
jM9p2#.the r^A< ^ M4M#ifv the Chief Magistrate ihemmittm, '■ That tiie 
aaioe person shoyld not ^ elected loi^a second tarn, and tliat oAesi 
shoald not he Qlled with membersof OotagOBss: 

'6. That aH .siirpliiB moneys which ml^t.aoenmnhitoiatfae treaBoif, 
beyond the'reawmo^ts wanta of the. federal -goVemment, shonld be 
^vided among the States "by tome ta^r ratio, te the end that the peepitf^ 
to whom it ligfatkAilly bekmged, mi^t have the benefit of it tor inienal 
improvem^ta, edooatimi, d».- 

Ttlu That all eauouim or cmbinatioju of men, whose oljnet it was la 
create br^oontrol ptddie^opinion in tbe'electlon of Presidait and'^o^ 
President shonld hfi disoo^mtenanoed and pnt doWn. v * 

Theee were the gteat and leading principles for Which we, in eonmioa 
idQi others, contended. The public Y(^oe sanctioned them by llie'ele^ 
tion of the Ohief Magistrate in 18S8. , In Ids inaugural adding in 1899, 
and m his subsequent addresses, he has avowed and proclaimed a^ersl «ff 

' They are* the very doctrinm on whi^ I-hMe frdetiud from that day 
to thia,'so^Jttr as my humble capacity enah}<^ me; and I haw dodlenge 
my..per8e<3titon' to put. their fingers on the cases.in '#hich I haTe' d^nrtod 
from thddi. .... ( 

- How then hsis it happenecl, that fbr the laat^^ghteen months, «r two 
years^ m^ humble name has, in a certain.8et of n^wspapeiis, and among 
afcertain dan of poiitidans, been^constantly eonpled with aome degrad* 
ipgohargef ' • 

Upon this subject, I can, perhape, pTC yon some ihots not here tofor e 
generally known, and this I shxU do, not fbr the purpose of injming sny 
one, but for the sake of making a jtxst defence of fnyself. 

.The Qeneral Assembly of tbis^tate sat in Nashville in tiie fidl of 18SII 
At the ccrtnmenced(ieatt>f its session, as is my habit^* I wsli therel Whife 
there, the news, reached us that, iii^ deposit? of the pdblic moneys bad 
been removed by the order of the President, from ih$ bank of the United 
States.* I immediately foresaw that this would prddnoe aTioTent efibrt 
in Oongress to pnt down the Adminlstratiofi. I ascertained that there 
was- a wish amon^the members, before, the session doeed, to pr&ent my 
humble name to the people of the United States, asa suitable person to 
succeed the present Ohief Magistrate. To evevy mem)>er with whom I 
convereed, And to every other person who add r e sse d ine on (he snl^jeck^ I 
used all the arguments in my power to prevent them fhym doing io ; and 
with some that I could take most liberty wiCh^ wiien coming away, M 
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ft in ^b^rge, thaik shoAld a nomiiialjoii be attempted in tstj absence, to 
kave it preFented. . ^ 

. At the doe»of Qie sesMon oixe of tbose 'gentlemen, wrote me, that be 
iraa eemnired arnnfriendlj, M not ooBoniring*in the plan of a noihina- 
tksu ' f inmiediat^ answered his letter, assoring'-bihi he ba^ Hot only 
aeted in oonfonnity irith mj ifiBhes^'bnt in aooordanoe with my rdiiitiest 
«— aiid that so sure .was I that snob a nominatkn^ wonld liare weakened 
the President in Congress, that if* it had been ^mide, t woald have held 
mjself.bonnd tb. withhold my assent. ' . ■ - 

In the epring* of 1884, 1 received communioatibos from different qnar- 
ters npon the samc^ snldeefe, proposing that if it met my approbation, there 
wonld'be meetings' 9f the people to npttinateme; - To tikis eonnej gave 
M enoonragement. Poring that* year the President visited Tennessee, 
our convention was in steion, sud after their rise, J was informed, that 
flome 6f tfke niembers had wished to nominate me, bvt'bad Aando^edHb^ • 
attempt afler they had asoertainbd it woald incor his displeasore. On 
his jonmey to Tfa8liington,.he oonversed fredy'with some of my frteads, 
and remonstrated against any.atU^mpt to nomipate*me ss Prendent — 
said that there mast be.a national convention, that Mr. Yan Boreh ongbt 
to ba nominated as President, I, as 'Vice President,* anJ wh^ ki$ eight 
ffenrs im^* ee^ptrwe^ Iwu f^ng ^enough then to he taken up at Ptetident, 
An this was ooiframnioated to. me,. and the only answer that I coold 
make was, tiiat either office wis beyond my merits, bnt that I oonid net 
onter into any arrangement, ivbidi wonld operate ais a hire to indoce any 
penon to vote for myself or for any other pefenson contrary to his Jnd^ . 
-Hieat. Thns the matter stood when the session of 'Oiuigress commenced 
in December 1884. Darmg that ;winter, many eoimty meetings were 
held, at which my name wia' bron^t before the pnbUo, aa well ilaby. 
the legisbtnre of Alabama. 

Under a foil belief that^a system was abotft being pnt in operatfon, 
whieh wonlfl destroy the freedom of election, which was intended to 
transfei^all foderal power into certain hands, who, by the Uke procoM, 
woold transfer it into the baiids o/ others 'at their pleasure, and that -the 
eflbct of this wonld l>e to gi^e the operati<ms of the government sifch a 
direction as would fovor the ifkterests of one class of dtizens, at an entire 
sacrifiee of the interests of all others, I consented that my politicat friends 
nu^t nse my name, or not^ as* they believed wonld most promote ^e 
public interest. \ . • V • » • . . 

In tills I-nu^t have erred ; bat If I did it was an boneet error. 

After ^ving ibis consent, and before the Baltimore Convention, I was 
repeatedly forewarned what I mi^t expect if my name was not with* 
dittwn. Thes^ threats carried no terroia to me. Whatever of character 
I have, was given to n^e by my country, and whenever it becomes necea- 
nttj to rMtkewMe^itf in defonoe of those prindples which I think 



mimHal'to tlie praOTvaiio& qf fiberiy, I williligly rtidce it-alL I feel 
that I was not intended to be tKe iloM of any man or set of «ffie&— thsft 
liiave some mind, and that^ tbe-aath'or of mj eadstence intended tliat I 
should exercise it — th^t I shooU forpi opimans as to pitUti^ imdrdk 
f»^ and finyaly and fearlessly act upon thmn^ without being jBtintidsted 
by what eithec man or 4w^ oaa de. Ooald Ihave hesitated for one 
moment in my course^ I would haTe fanoied'tiiBt I haard nfyself addressed 
from the tombs in yonder ehnrcb-yard (pointing to the place whsre his 
fiither and mother are buried), in language like this-: my son, remcBber 
thst the same prineiples are jkiw InToWed, i^eh were proeiaimed in July, 
I776u That to maintain them, I risked my life, and ^erything desr to 
man— ^tiiat after struggling through a seven years' war, with my oompa- 
. triotR in arme, we succeeded in the eethblishment'of a fine goTerAment 
— under it Iliyed hap^, prosperpv, and died'withoQt leAnng a spot 
up^ my aame^that good nam^ and that free goTenuMnt, J kft my 
children as an invaluable inheritanoe ; and is it possible tba^ for tiie 1l«k 
ol floral witragt^ you will deprive yourself and your children' of thsss 
blessings for which I toiled so long» ^d risked so muoh t If I BtiA 
doubted, 9i voioe still more endearing, if that be possiUe, ii^ouM sslute 
my ears in accents like these : can you for an iilstant forget the kswss 
taught by.'your. mother t—rremember you hate not only your Aither^ 
tiame in diaige, but that you have also that of my family. I>6 yba not 
recollect how I used to encourage you, and your bvother te discbsige 
your duty, as my only seotineis to watch aqd* warn me^ when the toripB 
would ^proach our dwelling for plunder, in your father^ aheenos in the 
tented field f That I would then inform you, that my fomily.wm 
among the first to hoist the poU </ Ubtrtiff in. the Sooth, And aitioaig the- 
most firm •and fearless in defending it] ;And will youy^who have not a 
djx>p of any but 'whig blood in your veins, hesitate ai^ to the* coarse you 
ought 4o pursue t To these (questions I cou}d give bntone ai|Bwet«-rF«r 
not for me.' The same good name you hav^e transmitted,,* an4 the isme 
rich inheiftitance, shall be left uikstainedf iind transmitted unimpaiied to 
your grand lihUdren.. 

9ut to pn^ceed — the BaltimovB Ck)nvenjioii met, and in due formnomi? 
nated a candidate for the .Presidency aiid Vice-PtaidenQSr, againM whom 
no man has heard me say one word. They hatve accepted the nomina' 
tions, and I. have no doubt, jn doing so, acted «6n thoee principles whish 
they think' it right to midntain. As to myself, I solemnly declare that 
witik the knowledge I have of the ipahner in whidi that contention wai 
breu^t about, the otgect it was intended to accomplish, and tiie come- 
quences expected to flow,from it;' had I been nominated by it for either 
office, such noutilietion would haine been' almost the Mi%f oomtmgimB^ 
upon which I would have prMbiUi, the use of my name. 

Let me not be misuBderstoodr-r>]ram ▼ery fiur ^nom intimating it as siy 
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•piaioi^i that the whole of thai aaemblagA^ or a BNdoritx of than, w«ra 
«ith«r 4iBlioAe6t|, or dishenorable dmiil Many of them afe< strangcn to 
me, and I hope were governed .by ^orthy motivee, and I donbt not 
MieTed groat good would jresnlt from their labora. I, on the oontracy^ 
tiiink nothing bnt evil can nsolt from a nominatioif bj^ a aet of men ool« 
looted under the aoapteea of the exeontiy^ with a yiew to tt^mSwi^ ^ 
Isdividnal deeigpiated by him. 

KotmrlthatandiBg* this nominatioo, my name Jv» been permitted to 
xemaia where it wai before placed,; and tlie threatened vengeanoe ha» 
been pouring oat tfpon my devoted, head ever sinoe. ^IHy, Blahohe, 
and Sweetheart, little.doge and all^'^ have been let looee upon me. I have 
lieeded them not. It has been my aim to bear any and everything. 2 
hate onifohnly oonibrmed my jmbUo c(mduict,U> my anowed printiple$f 
and what I believed the politics of my Btete. 60 fiur as the Admin]3tr»- 
lioD h|i8 acted on the prmcipU$which hw^ug^t the Chi^JiagutraU ini^ 
jPMPM*, I have been, >aa 1 ibini, anniform and steady, thon^h very 
hnmUe, soppoiier. If on any point he ha$ ehcMfed hi$ prmeiplet^ it ia* 
wireawMiable to ezpeotme tochange with Jiim, nnkaal can be f^unished 
with snftcient reasons for sn^h change. - - . 

Htnnble as my ftt^tensions are represented to be, wC'Sll now 'see^ and 
know, that my venerable fiiend, the Oliief.Mac^strato himself, in his 
9wn proper' perspn, has openly, and in the view «f the sovereign people 
themselves, nndertalosn to control ai^d regolate pnblie opinioa. This is a 
Iroablewhidi I am very sorry he had tottidce on my account. Hisactsaro 
to live after him. HeoecnpieB the most dignified station upon earth. ' If 
any man Uving did more towards ^vating him to that station than I 
Ad,' it was becanso he had. viore inflnenoe. He has the'cffident control 
of the whole ftmd of the,nation — the disposal of out- {nvaloable pnblio 
domain — the appointment of all officers at home and abroad — ^the pow^ 
to remove tens of thonsandapf offioetB, who have no means to procnre 
snbdstoiiee for n day if he chooses to remove them ; they most do as he 
directs, or be tom^ loose to starve. All this power I aeAlonsly strove U> 
give him,' and I did so under a 'thoron^^ conviction' that he would only 
use it in accordance with the spirit of the Constitution. That he would 
Mow the wise example of Washingt9n, of JefTersooc, oC Madison, and 
Monrpe. That so far from openly interfering in the election of ^lis su6- 
os^r, or Micouragtag any ezecnti ve affioer to do so, he would sternly pro- - 
hibit it in others, and think it a high political And moral duty in himself 
to be perfectly ^ f^mtral,^ and lest he shobld ^sdose his preference would 
*'md9idem¥feniy,0nthemU>ieetwUhhi$nmtinHmaUJH9^ In this 
I have been diss^>po]nted. I have been apprised that for twelve months 
past he has nether been sparing nor baekward in his censures of me. 
It gave me no uneasinessr-I was willing to hear it aU without com« 
plaint My <h;i1^ wish was that he might so conduct as to take nothing 
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from the high olianctor which iii common with others, I had for yenv 
^ndearored to gire him. 'Not content witli this he comes to oar own 
State, among. my own 6onstita«its, thoee in whose employ I now am, 
took a cironitoas ronte tkrongh. East Ttanesse^ so as to be in many 
viUagee, and is still on his tour through West' Tennessee Into North 
Alabama, openly denonnoing me as a ^* rsfi hot FBd&rdliBi^^ having abm^ 
donsd hit AdmJMktratiofL, and being at far fnm him at the polet am 
«i»9u2er, dee. Now with great deference to the opinion of that hof^dy 
esteemed and ven^ble man I most be allowed to say he is entirely mis- 
taken. I alb not now ^nd ;ieyer was a Federalist^ in any sense of thit 
term recognized by or kno^m to the American people. I am now and 
erer have been, |k BepQblitifui of ICr. Jefiferson^s school, so fiir as I hare 
been able to comprehend' ther doctrines taught by him.. i^The txtie way to. 
test tl^s matter is for each of 'as to pat downihs artidea df his politicsl 
er^ed, and see in what we disagi«(^' I hay^d. giren yon mi'he; you ioA 
the American people, who have tsJcen the irooble to read what I hare 
said, (Ar tp notice my reoorded^yotes, ki|ow that I haye piactised on my 
professions. Itis not with me to say whether the Chief Magistrate hss 
practised on his or not K we now disagree in anything, I ayer that I 
agree T^th the Bepnblican creed, and that he will }it fbond on tiiat side 
which leads directly to monarchy, althongh I hope he dees net a> intend it 

It is undoubtedly truld that upon one poind he and I are antipodes, as 
&r apart as the poles are from each other. He thinks it an importsiii 
point of hit ^dmini^roHon befove his time expires, to select his soo- 
eessor, and through the medium of a Oonyention, got up under his own 
auspices, to haye the person thus selected, recommended as a suitable cak- 
-didate, to use alThis influence and patroni^ to procure the election (If the 
person wthus reoo|nmended, and he dentmnoft k^ery man at a FederaUk^ . 
and mt oppuatd to hit Adminittration^ uho vdU not-wts for and ttgtftrt 
tuoh perton, 

t disagree witii this whole doctrine, and Itisilt, it is no part of his duty 
to tetect his successor, 1x> haye him recommended by a conyentaon, or to 
nse hifT-iiiflaence or patronage to induce or coerce persons to yote for him* 
Hue Is obyiously the pdint of ditagretmant^ and I willingly leaye to the 
present generation^ and to tiiose who are to succeed as, to tay u/huh rf 
Ki holdt the BopuBliean tido^ 

, Suppose Mr. A^nms to be now President, and his temr about to expire,' 
and ho had' detignated Mr^ CHay as lus sucoossot, and was u^ng all his 
patronage to induce persons to yote for him, and was actually trayelling 
through Massadiusetts and elsewhere, haranguing the people and-denouno- 
ing General Jackson as a rod-hot federalist, because; he wonld not with- 
draw his name and yote for Mr. Clay. What would be said by our 
renerable friend in such case? 

With a view to bring .this doctrine home to the compreheq^ioA of er&j 
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man ; suppose thers werfr nf>w a propositioa tQ amend the Oottstitation, 
and make it the duty cff every President before his term expired to select 
the man in his jildgment.best qnalified to snooeed him--^ have a eonven^ 
tion called Uf recommend snch person, and then to nse all his, patronage 
and. influence to have him elected. L) there any one man in Anferioa so 
■tnpid as not to see, it ii^onld be taking from the people all choice, all 
pow^ in electing their Ohief Magistrate^ and Testing it in the hands of 
6ne man? If snch an amendment were to prevail, S9 fieff as the election 
€f President was concerned, we woold haye to all intents and pnrposes a 
Monarchy. W^ ; if we can be prevailed on to think this practice on^t 
to be pnrsned, withont snch an amendment, praeUclQl^ thi government 
b a. monarchy, becanse the people will have given np their ri^t of choice 
and transferred it to one man. It is not me alone that is denonnced, but 
every Mend I have in CSongress from the Stii,te. They are taken np qhe 
by one by name and denonnced by tfie/ President as federalist^ and 
opponents of his Administration. In what have they opposed his Adr 
ministrationf Did they vote against his three millions seasioft before 
lastt Did they vote against expunging th^ Joorfialsf Not they. Not 
01^ of them. • Yet they are opposed to his Administration, becaiise they 
will not vote for the person he has selected as his snccessor. ' It Is tme as 
to one of them, Mr. Hontsman, when the President .was asked how he 
was, he said he did not know, he was hanging on the fence,' and it was 
donbtfol which side he wonld fall. 

*In Justice to that gentleman I mnst be permitted to state, if there be any 
sincerity in man, he is as mnch on the Tennessee side of the fence, as any 
of his colleagues. I have thought it right <hi this occasion to bring this 
point. plainly and distinctly to your view that yon mig^t every one sfe 
the reason why I and my friends are denounced as Federalists, opposed 
to the Administration and the antipodes of our esteemed andTenerable 
Chief Magistrate. 

The real offence which I have committed is not the abandonment of 
my principles, but that I would not dbanda^ them. Not because I 
became the tool of the opp&iUkH : but because I would not unite w^th 
an old and valued friend in doing that, under evil and mischievous advl* 
sers, which before God I believe, would rob the people of that freedom 
for which our fiftthers ^ perilled their lives, their fortune and their sacred 
honor," and bring reproach upon our memory irhen we are numbeiied 
with the dead. 

I have no cQutroverisy with the Ohief Magistrate. I aspire to nothing 
which he wants. If there is any^ controversy it is between' my country- 
men, who solicited the use of my name, and him. They have solicited 
me to let my name be used as his successor, and I have consented. This 
is my whole offence. If there be- anything wrong in it, who is the cause 
of itt It is not I who am to be put down and disgraced in this oontro* 
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Tonj, if Tennessee k either coaxed or coerced to surrender her choioeu 
It is* the peeple^ who have placed me in the position I now ooeapy. The 
Bavionr of the World^ when upon earth, found among tibe small .number 
of his dis^ples,' one. Judas, who not only sold, but betrayed him for his 
thirty pieces of silver. It were vain for one of my humble attainments, 
who has nothing to oflto but his best efforts to pix>mote the public wel- 
ihre, to'ht]j|>e that all who professed to be his friends would continue to 
actt up to tiiat 'charaeten itlready have I found more than one ^Mas, 
l^ho l)y jmrting with their interest in me have received or expect to 
receive more t)ian twice their thiity pieces. I doubt not there may be 
more who- will yet do so; f>nt if it is the will of Providence thai the use 
of my name sha|l "^ of service to my fellow-men, it will be ao brdered 
that ift place of sudi hc^ow-hesrted and false frienda, I shall receive the 
a|d and support of many honest men, who will desire nothing but that 
the government may be preserved in- its purity : and if there fives the 
man, who Qan induce a minority of the people of Tennessee to ^Muidon 
their, own principles, and sacrifice an individual, whose name they had 
placed 'before the pntilio to gratify his 'mshea, then will I admit tliat I 
never understood the character of the people amon|[.whom I have lived 
for almost fifty-two years. '- 

. ICy enemies hav^ made a mistake. They imagine that as I have deieiv 
mined'not to advocate my ovm pretensions for the moat dignified stataoa 
upon earth, that they may charge me with what misconduct they please, 
In my present station as senator, and that I must remiun silent, or lay 
myself fiable to the charge of indecency in electioneering. I cannot and 
will not act on any sucii false delicacy. If I am ui\}nstly accused — if lam 
charged with entertaining principles, which *do not belong to me, and 
these charges are made to my own constituoita, by a person of the 
hi^test etanding, it is due to you, it is due to the country and it is just ts 
myself^ that I not only repel tlie charges, but disclose the motives oif those 
who make them. ' 

My political friends who have placed my name before the pubfic, are 
Jifftfnownn Jackwn EepubUcam^ professing and practising now, the same 
creed they profe^bed in 1628. Our motto is." no^iM>ft2f(«<i20M£t.'* We 
determine to prove our " fiiith in our creed by our practices.** If for this 
we are to be denominated V new-bnm 'Whigs,'^ we are content Instead 
of being placed in the company of aliens and strangers we will still be in 
the embraces and arms of our long-cherished principles. ^^Namea aia 
nothing,** said our venerable Chief Magistrate, in his letter to Mr. Monroe. 
DresB a tory in the garment of a whig and he will be a tory still. As 
well might we expect to conceal the wolf by putting <hi the covering of the 
Iamb, as to supi)08e that we conceal the conspirator who seeks to depriva 
the people of their right of suffirage, by throwing over him the iiame of 
a " good old Jeffiaraonian democratio republican.** 
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AH p6liiS^ powit isTMed origiBall/, in Uie*great Body «f tbe peopled 
It all resideB thei^yei^ except such portions of it| ju thej kave yeetod ia 
their diffident agen|te| to be lued for their benefit. J^ey hsve reeeryed 
to themselves the r^ht firee^y to choose the two' highest officers, knowii 
to tbe OoDBtitntion, in that mode pointed out by it 

This right iH the sure rock,' npon which the whofe liaperB^atare resti. 
Upon it I have pknted myself — ** The rains of slander may dbscend, the 
floods of calumny may eome^ the winds, the storms, and the tempests of 
denunciation may beat upon fhe,*^ bnt> there will I remain nnmoved, nnt3 
some poIiti<^ earthquake shall shiver both it and me to atoms. 

In Aondosioii, permit* me to add, tha^as to our yenerable and.eat^eqsed 
Chief Ha^atrate^ if in anything 1 have said t^ere is the appeampoe of 
unkindnessi or want of respeoti it was certainly not intended. . He baa 
assailed me openly for my ^soiidact, while in your employ. One of the 
fot laws of our mature is delf-defence. I obey that law as a freeman, 
whose rights and reputation are dear to him. We disagree in <^pinion on 
a most important subject At our age, and every circumstance oonsid-* 
ered, it becomes lis both to disagree, in opinion, in go^d temper. In 
thnes past he Jias bad hSs troubles, andin them, he never wa» witbotit • 
friend' to Justify or excuse his conddot when I was present. He has 
decreed that we shall separate, or I surrender that freedom for whieh my 
&ther fought. The first is the only alternative lor a num determined to 
preserve his self-respect. ,He and I are poorly employed, if we lose onr 
temper about human governments. In the course of nature they ninsi 
soon cease to have imy operation upon either of U84 We must soon 
appear before a tribunal where the Judge himself will be the only wit- 
ness. He cannot be misled m to our aeti or our motw^ ; and my prayer 
]% that instead of applying theu rules of strict justice to either, our errors^ 
vices and infirmilieB may find forgiveness in hid meroyi 

If thanks from the fhUnessiof a gx:ateftd heart would aivwEl yoir an^ 
thing for your unshaken* confidence and steady support under eveiy 
change and vicissitude of liHai, I would pour ftem out aa long aa.my 
strength wodld permit; but I &el that I have detained you already too 
long. I offer you the following sentiment, in which 1 know you will 
cheeilblly mdte. 



iVac«0M^M<prq^lwlofit.'>~ne]le^«bUeaiuof TennetMe mw bow what Hm^ vere In 1888^ 
Jaektaniant^ JbOowing tKt cftuA cfikal ApodU c/LOferty^ Thomak Jl^^ton, ShovM this 
entitto them to » ** New-born *' name, thej enre not ; provided tbej are left in ttie fnU m^9f^ 
mmU of tbeir InaHenable right oT euflirage. They would rather hare even a lad name wita 
good prlDciplee, 4han bad prlnelplei conceaML widtr a ffooA mmM, 

The President now'detenmned to make the issue boldly and pub- 
licly between Judge White and himself; and for that purpose^ when 
CoDgxiSBa rose in 1836, he xnade a second visit to Tennesaea Aft he 
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p aw ed through East TenneMee,'he appeared in the oharacter of .an 
open'^electioneerer/ His oonvenations at BiountrfUe, Jon6i»lx>ro\ 
OreenVill^ aiid Newport proved that the object of this tour was to 
aid Mr. Van Buren. Judge White was denounced hy hiijn us a 
federalist; and Mr. Tan Buren was eulogized as one of the purest 
democrats that ev^ liiued. He remarked to Mr. Sewell of Lebanon, 
that Qo one could he his friend, who was Judge White's ; that thej 
were as &r apart as the East from the West .The same remark in 
substance he made in 4he presenoe of Mr. Gille^ie of Nashville, a 
streiig Jackson and Van Buren man. But he ascertained, that as his 
former interference, through the agenej of others, could effect no 
change in &vor of his candidate, so neither could his presence now. 
The freemto of Tennessee claimed the light of thinking and acting 
for themselves, and by their independent course^ did more honor to 
their State than any other could have secur^ 

The result of this contest is known to all. Judge White lost the 
6lect^n,-but received the handsome majority of 10,00^ yotea in his 
pvm State, notwithstanding the whole power of the press, the patron- 
age of the government, and the personal popularity of General Jackson 
-Wem used to prevent it Hie vote in the Hermitage district was' 
forty-ihree for White, eighteen for Van Buren. Bendes Judg^ White 
and Mr. Van Buren^ there were three other candidates in the field ; 
Mr. Webst^, Mr. Mangum, and General Harrison. The last inep- 
tioned was the third person presented, and his introduction into the 
Qanvass was supp<»ed to have oeen a movement onthe part of Mr. Clay. 
To this opinion Judge White subscribed, and avowed it to his constita* 
ents in a speech at Knozville, Ist August^ 1838. This iqieeeh fol- 
lows. It is another proof of the inflexible honesty with which the 
speaker dung to his principles, and of the eai^ versatility with which 
his opponents held or dropped them, as tJie case might demand. 

Tellow OmzKNS : I accept your invitation, not so »mnch to partake of 
your hospitality, as to thank you, in great slKoerity, for yotr oontinaed 
confidence and support You have been to me an impenetrable shield 
against calumniators and enemies. 

After an absence of twelve months, with but little intennission, I am 
again among my constituents. 

Thanks to a kind Providence, and to my enemies, I a^n in good health, 
ready and willing to converse with yon, on |J1 that has paosed, and a 
likely to happen. 

Hy politioalenemieasought to destroy .me ; th^ &nded it an easy task; 
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more of lift was. left than they or I aappofltod; their iii\}iisl attadoi 
revived energies which. I myself believed were eztinot, and to all ^>pear- 
anoes Ihey have renewed my lifers lease for some ten or twenty y^ars. 

I am not only here,' bnt in good health ; and although the two last ses- 
sions of Cbngress were among the most laborious I have ever served, I 
have no want of health to plead, for any deficiency yon may find in the 
performance of my official duties. 

I am gratefnl to Providence, and proud before yon, In the belief thai 
I have not been that simple automaton which, by the official organ, I wft • 
represented to be, capable only of saying yea or nay to the diffiarent ques- 
tions presented to the Senate for decision. ^ 
' The labors of Congress, both at the called and regtilar sessiomt, have 
been arduous ; and although but few hiws of a general nature have been 
passed, yet it has not been from inattention to the great interests of the 
country. There was 'a oontinned struggle between the executive and 
Congress ; the first wishing to obtain an unlimited discreMonaiy power 
and oontrol over the moneys belonging to the public; the latter anxiously 
endeavoring so to provide* as to have them safiriy kept and secured, in 
such maifner^ to make them applicable at all times, to the wants of the 
public. To tiie opposition in the House of Representatives, the credit' is 
due, of preventing the moneyed power from beings in due form, added to 
the other powers of the executive. 

Shortly after I entered your service in the Senate, the great controTersy 
eommeiiced, which ended in <nt§Ung the then incuinbent, and placing the 
late Chief Magistrate in the executive chur. The principles fi>r which 
yqu and I contended, and which we successfhlly maintained, ou^t njsver 
be forgotten, and cannot be too often reoorred ta 

We contend^dd that the powers of the executive were too great, and 
ongfat to be reduced^ and limited by law. 

That the esqtenditures of the government were extravagant, and ou|^t 
to be reduced. 

That it was a crime in the President, or any officer under him, to use 
his official station to influence the people in elections. 

That all moneys wliich came into the treasury, beyond those which 
were necessary to defray the economical expenses of the government, 
ought to be returned to the people, who were the true and legitimate 
owners. 

And we solemnly pledged- ourselves in the face of the civilized world, 
that if we could obtain place and power, retrenchment and reform should 
be the order of the day. That the Augean stable should bo thorong^y ' 
swept out and cleansed. 

Emblematic of what we intended to accomplish, we chose for oar motto 
the broom, not one of the oommon material, but the Hickory bfoom. 

Hickory, when young, is of all descriptions of wood the most t9ug\ 
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Hnmg^ uAdurabU^.'buX vhen old and iMrm-eaZen^ tke most biittlA 
and worihkm, 

Oonfiding in the sinoerity of onr. professions, the sorereign peopk^ 
through the baUet box, placed our pofitioal ftaends in pdwer, and after a 
most solemn and formal renewal of onr pledgeq, we commenced our 
operations, and for the first fonr years I beliered we were mating some ^ 
headway. We had checked internal improrements within the States, by 
.mere federal pawe^, by retoing. the ^ysyille Boad BID, the Rockyille 
Bead Bin, and by retoing a bill to re-charter the Bank of the United 
States ; bat when tbQ second foi;ur years of our terms oonmieiiced, then 
commenced also a controversy nppnthe question, whQ ahonld smoceed the 
then Ohief Magistrate. 

For one, I. kept on, endeavoring to iiooompllsh thctadk: we had nnder- 
taken, bat the more we swept the dirtier the stable became, and eventu- 
ally we iomid onr Iroom would not peifbrm its ofSce ; thcjpolitical moths 
ai)d worms had got into it, and had eaten the splits so badly^, that the 
moment we atten^pted to sweep, tliey broke off, and finally, when the 
second fonr years ended, and we come to look mto the Angean stable, we 
found it 4en times as. ftill of litter and filth as it was when we cooamenced 
onr operati^ms. . 

In. the Seiuite we made an effort to pass, and did actnally pass, a bill 
to limit the |k>wer of the executive in removals from ofBoe. This bill 
iras precisely Mmilar to one reported by a committee of which I was a 
men^ber, while Mr. Adams was in ofiGioe. 80 fiur as I know, it. was then 
approved by the whole political party to which I belonged; I tfa^refors 
gave itaU the support in my power, and made in favor of it, what I 
thought the best speech I had ever made in Ck>ngres8. But alas I when 
we came ta take ^e vote, had it not been for Col. Benton, who with 
difficulty voted for it, of all my old Demohifc^ frimda^ 1 would have 
been found *^ solitary and alone " in its support 

For this vote and this speech, I have never been forgiven by these in 
power. I was excommunicated ; that which was aownd demoeraey when 
Mr, Adams was in power^ was, in their opinion, rank federalism in the 
days of his suncessor. 

They did right to excommunicate me. It was a mistake to suppose I 
ew belonged to such a set of ehangeUngi, . I had been in earnest in my 
professions, and wished to carry them out in practice. Ton know wh^ 
sort of a democrat I am. I claim to be a republican of the Jeffereon 
aShool, . such an one as my God and my education liave made me. 
Modem democrats are a different sect entirely. They- are made at any 
time the federal executive needs them. He makes a modem democrat 
out of an old federalist, or any other worse material. Ton and I both 
know some, that not many years since were made out of anti-<war federal- 
ists, so rank, that during tiie late war the young men had thoughts <^ 
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•oddog Qkem in the tanvate, on aeooont of their tory sentiments. The 
prooesB is a very simple one; the President has a political jar ready filled 
with a yellow metal, and hy rnhbiog well the candidate Tor democracy^, 
with tills metal, his views and principles .are entirely ohanged,. and he 
inimediatdy becomes a fit oommnnicant of this modem church. Away 
with snch democrats; they cannot, and wiU not long Receive the people. 
Ere long it will be fbnnd by all, that while this sect have democracy on 
their lips, at heart they are tyrants and despots. , 

For what did yon and I toil and labor to displace Hr. Adams f It was 
that we might bring back the practice of the goremment to sonnd Jeffer- 
■enian principles ; to an economical ezpenditore of the pnblic money. 

Before the second term of his saoooBgor had expired, some of my politi- 
oal fiends believed my hombte name ought to be presented to ^e peo- 
ple aa a candidate for the high station he filled. Some in this Assem* 
blage wdl know I remonstrated against this i^e of my name, and fbre- 
t<^ that with my limited capacity and bomble preten^ons, nq hope of 
ancoess ought to be entertained. They thought differently; I did not, 
and wonld not yield my assent nntil informed that the federal ezecAitive 
had threatened that if I did permit the nse of my name, I should be 
rendered ^diom to 9oeUtff. This threat answered a pnrpose that the per* 
anaslon of friends could not. J)stpotic p<mer never hpa goVemed and 
new shall jgovem me. My name was given to ttie public, «nd should 
have been, if the act had lost me the good opinion tff every political 
friend I had upon earth, and I mi^t almost add if it had even endan- 
gered the good ojMnion of my wife and children. The result is kinown to 
us alL The Administration did its worst. Its thousand presses were 
opened upon me and my friends, and here I am, in better healtli, and I 
think entitled to more character . than when they commenced upon me. 
Still, let no man scorn the power ^ the press. To withstand its influence 
is a perilous effort. I have made the experiment, and noW assure yon, 
that I should foA less risk in to-morrow shouldering my musket and 
knapsack, and marching to the swamps of Florida for a six months' ^tai- 
paign against the Seminoles, than in encounteiing such incessant dis- 
chargee of calunmy and slander from all the presses which an American 
executive has the power to bri^g into action. 

In this conflict you, the firemen of Tenneasee, -were my shield. The 
poisoned arrows of my^ enemies have ftllen harmless at my feet I have 
sustained no injury, and your firmness has given a brilliancy tp the star 
which glitters over the name of Tennessee, of which we may all be proud. 

For one, I am quite satisfied with the result. Let none suppose I am 
either disappointed or mortified. Still more, all may be assured, that 
with my consent my name will never again be used for any office what- 
ever. If I ever had any aspirations for high <^lce, time has put an end 
to thenu I am not so old yet, as to have the diildlsh belief^ that my 
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▼igor of body and mind are to last always. In all the statioiiB I hare yet 
oocapied I have been enabled so to aoqnit myself^ as never to mortaQriay 
friends. "Humblo as my pretensions are, I have sometimeB been placed 
in hi^^ office, as the associate of some, who have had iancH character 
amon^ men ; many of yon were witnesses of the manner in which onr 
joQcfal duties #ere dischaiged,, and I am prond in the belief that my 
reputation has never, suffered by any comparison. My h<^ and prayer 
is, that I may h^ve discretion enough to surrender even my present sta^. 
tion, before I am. so enftebled, eitl^er in body or mind, as to make it 
neeessazy for the interest of -Tennessee to liiss me from the stage. 

ThQ Jate executive, then, has had his will carried into effect by the vote 
of the American people. Iliey have listened to his statements " that the 
whole talue of his Administntitton would be lost, unless Mr. Van Buren 
was dected to carry out his unfinished measures.*' The appointee of the 
late President has been elected to **fini8h.his unfinished business.*' 

Jfy friends, is he not getting through it with a rapidity which you did 
not anticipate! From the height of prosperity, in about six months from 
the -day of his inauguration, i^e country was 1>rought to a state of xmex- 
ampled embaniassment. Should he keep on in his ill-advised oomse, 
he will have performed his allotted task," long before the lapse of his four 
years. The great interests of the country will be all sacrificed, and by an 
addition of themoneyed power of the government^ in an organized form, 
to the powers already possessed by the federal executive, the liberty of 
the people will be near its termination. . . 

Do not deceive yourselves by' thinking that the executive prq}ect for 
uniting the ptfrse with the sword, is to be abi^idoned. 

No.suchihing. * Jt will be renewed, again and again, so long as the 
most distant hope of success continues.* The present exebntive knows 
foXL well he ^has ne diitinctive eharaotes of his own. That he must con- 
form to the will and wish of those who placed him in his present hi^ 
station. He knows the means by.whioh he acquired it, and must act out 
his part . ' 

Remember that the miserable Hzard can reach the pinnade of the same 
spire on which the ea^e proudly perches himself; but the process by 
which he reaches it, is vexy different. The latter trusting to hk 
native strength and his own good wings, fearlessly soars aloft, and 
proudly perches himself on the summit, in view of all bdiolders. While 
the other, degraded reptile, stealthily and cautiously creeps up, clinging 
to, and ascending, that mde ^f , the ciolnmn which wiU but screen him 
from observation until he reaches the pinnacle, and then slily peeps over, 
ready to shrink back when he finds himself discovered. 

Do yon ask what then is to be done, when a political lizard has taken 
possessicm of the station which ought alone to be occupied by the eagle f 
My answer is ready. Through the ballot-boxes, ke^ steadily switctdng 
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him, until he dfltoends to that level which it is the interest ef mmkind 
betiioiild oooapy. 

It is Qseless to deny the ilMst, it is undeniably tnie,'that notwithstand- 
ing all the promises, proftssions, and pledges of the late Administration, 
the execntiYe branch of thegoyemment.haa beeome a pieoe of mere 
party maohinery, operating in all eleetions, both State and federal. Pome 
few years since, on the centenary birth-day of General Washington, it was 
beantiAilly said, by one of onr most disimgQished men, ^^ that whenever 
our goyeiiiment became a party machine, the liberty of the country 
coold not be preserved ; that the govemmept penld, by law, protect men 
against murder, bnt not against -snidde." Tiiere is great force in the 
remark, yet I hope it is not tme. There la, however, bnt one remedy-iii 
either case. Take from the individoal the raaor with which he is abont 
to cnt his throat, and he is, for the present, safe against saidde. In the 
same way, when yon find those in possession of ezeontive power ndng it 
as the machine of political snidde, take away the means of mischief^ and 
yoa prevent political snicide. Take from them their offices, and place 
them in hands more worthy, andthe Bepnblio 9iay yet be saved. 

The late Administration came in on the question of reform, and a 
retrenchment of expenditures. Pray,. what abuse haa been corrected?, 
Ketone! What retrenchment has taken placet None. Abuses have 
been multiplied and ezpenditilres have been increased. 

Mr. Adiuns was tnmed out because he was expending from twelve to 
thirteen millions of dollars per year, and now we are .Expending from 
thirty-ftve to forty millions per annum. 

Can any man be so stupid as not to see this is all wrong! Can the 
babble ef democracy sanctify ^ch a couTBC f 

Partisans may sing democracy until, like the locusts, their hacks are 
aplit, but it will not satisfy the people. We must be taught two things, 
and that speedily^ We must have 90und eurrway^ and the government 
must expeihl less money. 

There- is a constant press to. incresse offices, and to increase salaries. 
Oan any friend of the Administration put his^nger iqx>n any message, 
specifying the office to be abolished, or the salary to be deweassdt 
Yet they prate of democracy. 

A short time since, we had a great struggle to know what should be 
done with surplus money in the treasury. Now the itrugi^ is to know 
how to raise enough to keep the government in motion. 

That which we had, is all goiie. Onr currency is destroyed, and with 
It the commerce of thiS country. Our sources of revenue are the sales of 
pubtic lands, and duties upon importations of goods. 

While the currency is deranged, both these sources of reveuue are dry- 
ing up, and we are without revenue to supply actual wants, and what 
|is7C weresorted to! To making paper money; to issuing treasury 



MS H8II0IB OF- HUGH X^WSOS WHITE. 

• 

A abort time fl|noe, we fuid ofor &imlie8 were to be loade g^ad, by peep- 
ing at our Benton yellow jackets, tbat were peeping tlirongh our pones at 
lis : bat what, now have we f Nothing bat yellow-backed treasory notes, 
intended to snpply the doable pnrpoee of a deficit in the treasory, and -a 
eirealating medionL 

Since the first of September last, we have aothorijEed the issoing of 
twice ten millions of treasury notes, and why f Becaose we needed 
money, and had it not 

The credit of the United States is good, and we have an ozpreas power 
to borrow money; bat if we borrow, the public will see that a national 
debt is ecmtractihg, and will inquire into tiie ezpenditores ; therefore, the 
Administration prefer a resort to treasnzy note^. They appear to cost 
nothing, and if tolerated, extravagant expenditures may be oontiniied 
without alarm 1k> the pablic This oontriTance ought to be nipped in the 
bud. 

Treasury notes are unconstitutional, except used as a means to procure 
a lean. Bills of credit cannot be used as a currency, by either federsl or 
State authority. If tolerated, we will soon have an extravagant govern- 
ment, and a depreciated paper currency. Whenever an amount of trea- 
sury notes is issued as a currency, beyond theiduties and sales of thi^ pab- 
lic lands, they must and will depreciate, and the mass of the peoj^ are 
to be the sufferers. - 

Against these issues I have nused my voice, and recorded my votes, 
and shall continue to do so. 

You are ready to ask m^ what is a remedy for the evils under whic|i 
the ooontry labors t I tell you plainly. The remedy must be^found In a 
firm and manly exercise of the dective franchiBe. Vote for no man, who 
w^ not firmly and fearlessly exert himself to prevent these now in power 
from accomplishing the purposes they have in view, and when the time 
arrives, let us exert ourselves to displace the present Ohief Magistrate. 

I may ask, wKo will you put in his place ? Is he not one of your own 
original party and wiU you go against a man of your own> principles ? 

In .all sincerity I will answer these questions. In tl^e first place then I 
aay, at present, I do not know whom we ought to endeavor to put in the 
place of the present incumbent. Two years and more are to ebtpse before 
the election. Previbus to that ^me every man whose name has been 
menti<med as a prcA)able candidate, may be removed from the stage of 
action, as matters may be disclosed in rela^on to him, whidi may 
change entirely our opinions of his character and qualifications. There 
b only one thing on this subject upon which my mind is at rest, and that 
is that for the present incumbent! will never vote, while I entertun the 
aame opinion of him which I iiow do. 

I have now the same politics, and the same political objects to accom- 
plish, which I had in 1828^ when you and I suocessMIy exerted oundves 
to elect the late Chief Magistrate. 
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Towards Hie aooomplishment of tida ol^Ject^ we have made no progreas 
whatever. We have been dteeived and disappointed, and in my opinioB 
the. present inolunbent has been the «hief instrument in effecting this 
deoeption and disappointment. To oontinae him longer in offioe wonld 
therefore be gbring np all wish for those improvements in onr pnb- 
Bc affiurs^ wMoh I believe the intareais of the eonntry pressingly 
require. 

Before the time of el^btion. arrives, some man, not now thooc^t of as a 
candidate, heading politieal opinions sfanilar to my own, may be bronc^t 
before the pablio with a reasonable proepeet of safeoete* • In that event he 
ahonld have my cordial support. 

Although much has been said during the last session of Oongress on 
the suljeot of the next election ; yet I have taken no par^ in it, either 
directly or indirectly, and to no one of those tipoksAi of as candidates have 
I in any degree committed my^ell . I am now as free to make my choice 
as any of you can* be. 

I have however reflected on this sutject, in all- its bearings and contin* 
gendes, and am free to state, that from present indications,- 1 think it 
most probable Mr. Van Bur^ will be a candidate for re*electi<m, and ^at 
be will be opposed by some one, only, of the old opposition. • Very prob- 
ably Hr. day. In that eveht I have asked mysdf the question, what 
oourse tNigfat I to pursue t 

For Mr. Van Buren I have already said I never can and never will 
Tote, if he piirvues the course pursued for the last few y^anu • My motto 
b -^^not words, but deedft" I Judge of him by what he has done, and 
cansed'to be done, and not by what he has professed. 

It is true ha has professed, at times, to bebug^ to the same politieal 
party to which I have ever adhered ; but his practice has on no one'point 
corresponded with that profession. 

He is a tariff man and voted for that most odious of all our tariflk, that 
of 1828. I am against all tariff^ for protection merely. 

He is for internal improvements by the federal govenmient where the 
olgect is what he caUs national, and actually voted for the erectiMi of toll 
gates on the Cumberland Road. 

I deny that the federal govermnent poasesses any ataoh' power wHhin 
the State. 

He is against a national bank, and so am I, but then he goes fbr a 
treasury bank, which I think is worse than a national bank, by incorpo* 
rating stockholders. 

He is for increasing executive power and patronage. I am- for dimin- 
ishing and limiting them. 

He is in &vor of the federd executive, and.oAoers under him using 
their power to Influence public oidnion in slectioDa; I am deddedly 
oppoaed to any such practices. 
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He is in fkyor of the Obief Mi^s^Btr&te, in offiee, selecting his sooosssor, 
and using all bis inflnence to have, him elected. 

I think sncb a practioe caknlated to oonvert onr Repnbfic into a 
Monaroby, and therefore belieye no man ongfat to be President who holds 
snob doctrine. 

It is Dseless now to pursue this contrast any ftirther, Ton wiD readily 
perceive it is an endre mistake to suppose we ever belonged to the ssme 
party ; yet it is true we onee nominally did. He came into it, and gave 
his support at rather a htte day, when possibly he beliered he would 
succeed whether be joined us or not 

To him I have still another objection. He did not come hito office 
upon any charscter of bis own, and no man is fit for the station he now 
occupies unless he attains it upon the strength of his own principlei and 
character. He is nothing but a mere tuft of political inisletoes, having 
no root of bis own, adhering to and supported by, the limb of a distinct 
trunk altogether, and must as infallibly perish whenever that trank 
c e ases to nourish him, as the tuft on yonder oak, whenever that oak shaU 
have decayed and fallen. 

' The question then recurs, should Mr. Olay be the opptlsing candidate, 
what ought I to do? 

I answer I ought to eieteise my right of suffiage, so.aa moat to pro- 
mcrte the public welfare. I am entirely opposed to fbllowing the exsm 
pie of throwing a^ay my vote, because the community will neither 
select ma nor the man of my choice. It is- my duty deliberately and 
impartially to compare the principles and characters of those between 
whom the choice is to be made, and to vote according to my best judg> 
ment Permit me, then, for a few moments, to draw your attention to 
a contrast between these two gentlemen. 

Mr. Van Buren is in fiivor of a protective tariff and voted*for that of 
of 1828. 

Mr. day is also in &vor of a protective taiifl^ biit did not .vote for that 
of 1828. ' He is the author of th^ Oompromise Act of 1882, whidi settlai 
the' question to the satisfiftction of tl^ country at large, and which be 
believes ought not to be disturbed. "^ 

Mr. Clay thinks the federal government has the power to make inter- 
nal improvements within the States, but ought not to exercise the power 
except upon an object of general or national utility, and that now, as the 
States have taken up the business of internal' improvements, the federsl 
government ought not to meddle with it, but rather aid the States with 
means by distributing, when ^ur funds will permit us, the proceeds of 
our public lands. 

Mr. Van Buren thinks the foderal government can and 4>U||^t to make 
internal, improvements when the object ia national; but haa no saoh 
l>ower where the object is locaL 
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This opinioB I think more exceptional than that of Mr. day, heoanse 
imder it, the President has a diacrstionary power to make improveraentB 
where he pleases, by oalMng the objeots national, and reftwmg them at 
pleasure, by oalling the obJ,ects looaL 

Mr. Glay thinks we have the power to charter a national* bank, and 
that we ought to exerdse it. ' * * 

Mr. Van Bnren la against a mrtional banlc, hot is in fiyor of a treasory 
bank. 

The last is in my Judgment the most dangerous opinion. 

One great objection to incorporating a national bank is a fear that the 
directors and president might co-operate in elections, and if they did, 
^at the moneyed power united with ezeontiTC patronage would be aa 
OTermateh for any power in the hands of the peo|de. 

Kow in case of a national bank owned by stodEholders, this Union 
miglit, or might not take place ; but in case of a treasury bank the Union 
is certain, and everything is in due form of law put into the power of 
the President. 

Eren upon these great leading pbints, I think Mr. Olay greatiy prefera- 
ble to Mr. Vaa Buren ; but the contrast ought not to stop here. 

Mr. Van Buren is in fiiTor of executive po#er and patronage in its 
very worst forms and ramifications. Mr. day is in &vor of reduddg 
and limiting them by law. 

Ih a few words I must state, that I thiiik the great difference between 
the two men is, that Mr. Van Buren will pro/us any opinions which wiU 
gain him most votes in an Section, and that when elected, he will prac- 
tice on whatever principles will c^ve to himself and his partisans the 
most money, without any regacrd to the great interest of the country. 

Thai Mr. Olay ii a bold, ambitions, frank, and talenjted masu That in 
office he would be ambitious so to administer the government as to make 
Ibr himself the reputation of a great man, in the estfmatioii of enlig^U 
ened men in his own day, and' of posterity in all time to come. 

I have thus frankly stated to you.my opinion in relation to these men. 
I have done so |fae nuwe willingly, because I am under no obligation 
to dthep, nor have I anything to hope from them. 

It has been tiie ftahion with you and with me, to endeavor to put down 
and keep down Mr. Olay in time past. • In turn he has helped to.put and 
keep me down. His third candidate for the Fresideney Aimished tiie only 
aigument which enabled the late Ohief Magistrate to transfer the Southend 
States to his candidate.^ For all this I care not I had nodahpa on Mr. Olay. 
On several great questions we had ever disagreed and still do. Should 
I support him in the coming contest, it will Jiot be because I have changed 
•r intmd to change my principles; but beioaose I like his better than 
those of Mr. Van Bmten, and because should he be elected I expect much: 
benefit to the cocntry ; but not all I would expect by electing a dandi«^ 
date with whom I accorded in o^nioo, upon all great questions. 
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B% it tbeiffors rttiiitoilMred, that If I snstaSntti OIlQrt neiflier He Bor 
his fHends |u« to Miero for a moment that I ■ar^eodtt* any o&e of my 
politioal prinelplea. Eur otherwiie; I will retain them aH, and shenld I 
still be in the Senate, if he were elected, and attempted to carry ont any 
]iitndt»le in which I have disagreed with him, he would flkid in me the 
same oppodtibn I have ever manifested* 

In voting in eleotbna, as in the disohaige of OTSfy other doty to bocietyi 
it is my bnsineBs to do all the good I can, and if I cannot get a can^ 
date to vote for, who. comes np to my politioal standard, to select that 
one who comea nearest to it. 

Fe]}ow-dtisens : I thank yoo for- your eontimied confidence and good 
opinion; I thank yoQ for th^'patient manner in which yoa have giveh 
me yonr attention. Had I the voice now,.wl^ch I had, when, forty-two 
years ago I first addressed . my •oonntrymen-on yonder hill (pointing to the 
oonrt-hoose), yon wonld have been enabled to hear me without crowding 
together in so small a compass: hot yoor kindness can alwigrs remedy 
my imperfections. I ask yon to J6in me in the sentiment which I will 
read, «id psinto yonr president to be proposed as one nearest to my 
heart: — 

. ** TViMMSMf.'*— Msjf she ever adhere to her own prfnaipleB--rema]n 
too honest to be purchased, too well informed to be mislesd, and too 
nnytislding to be snbdned. In every straggle between partiea may her 
aona rally as a body-goard to protect the Constitntion. 

In reply to this avowal of Jadge White's sentimehta respecting 
Mr. CUy, tbe latter gentleman addressed to him the following let- 
ter ; which is pnUished in jnstiee to that distinguished statesman, 
and as proof that the chaige of a coalitaoa between J^dg» White and 
the opposition was unfounded. 
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Dkas Sib: I. sqi indebted to you. or to some other friend, for a 
copy of the speech which yoB delivered on the late occasion of a 
public dinner with which you and Mr. «Bell were complimented on yonr 
return from Washington. I have • attentively perused H, and with much 
satisfaction ; *and I cannot deny myself, the pleasure of saying to you that 
it is candid, independent, and in perfect consiBtency with your own prin- 
ciples, character, and course. I might not b6 willing to admit the amo- 
tion which yon ascribe ta me; but I do not'- moan to insist upon that 
observation of yours as detracting fW>m the general fairness of the 
speech. My chief object, however, in now addressing yon, is to oonreet 
an error into which you have faUen, in respect to the last. Presidentisl 
election. Ton appear to be under the impresdqn that Gen. lAurison 
was a candidate twovght out by me^ and'l«ought out to avenge ii\furic» 
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ifliioh I had preTioiisly experienced frdm yon. 9ow, I' ftMnre yon, Aty 
that I had no move agency in pneenting the Qeaeral ae a candidate than 
yon had. It waa done without any promp^g of mine, and withont any 
prior oonaqltation with me, Nor did I, during the whole of the canvass^ 
take any adiye part in it. • I felt the difficulty of supporting the General^ 
en account of the mifitary hasis of his pretensions : and I felt the diffi- 
culty of supporting you, on account of the differ^de which existed 
between us on some leading points. But I Yaev^ foigot that it was due 
to my own character to avoid becomii^^an actiye partisan. ' Toward 
the close of the oaoyass, in Octoher of 18dV, a ^^at harhecue was gotten 
«p in sight of my house, connected with the presidential election, and I 
ifas invited to it. I could* dot decline going { and very much agaiilst my 
wbhes, I was drawn out to say a few words on the subject of the 
approaching election. • The iliain idea which I expressed ^as^ that it 
was the dilty of the people, in my opinion, to make the most determined 
4>pposition to Mr. Van Bureh ; and for one, I declared my hearty prefer- 
enoe for eitlier of the other candidates* I spoke of yon in terms of high 
respect, and avowed my preference of you to 3fir. Van Buren. FinAllyj 
I stated to the meeting that I should vote for Gen. Harrison, because I 
thought that he combined the greatest prospects of defeating Mr. Tan 
Buren. Most certainly the Qeneral was not my first choice. I should 
have preferred Mr. Webster to him, and so stated. 

The condition of the opposition to Mr. Van Buren at the last election, 
waa unfortunate. No mode was devised, and none seemed practicable, 
to present a single candidate in opposition to £im. The Southern, and 
Bputhweetem States would not unite in the election of Gen. Harrison or 
Ifr. Webster, an<i.th.eir friends would not unite in your election. Under 
these circumstances it was thought to be the best that could be done, by 
those who took an active part in those matters, that all three of you should 
be run. On a review of the past, I think you mnst admit that the disap- 
pointment was greatest in those States which were supposed to be 
friendly to you. That may have been in consequence of the number of 
candidates in the field ; but that cause did not prevent Qea^ Harrison from 
obtidning qiiite as many votes as were ever expected. And I am sure 
yon wiH regard' it only as matter of history when I express tiie opinion 
that if the General had been out of the way, I do not think that you 
could have obtidned the votes which he received. They would have 
gone to Mr. Webster, or, which is more pnobable, have been divided 
between him and Mr. Tan Buren. . In the course of a long conversation , 
with Mr. Webster, months before the election, I expressed to him the 
opinion of the expediency of his retirement from the contest, but he did 
not retire. 

If^ as by 4his time I hope, you will believe that I had no agency in 
putting forward G^ Harrison, and certainly no purpose of ii^^r- 
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^ 70^ 7^^ ^^ ^ >B^ >^o °M>re than jnstioe in bdieriiig tbe 
aboe that I now make; that I felt no injury from f9Uj which reqnirad to 
be avenged. I certainly felt no obligation to the party <^ the late Praa- 
dent to which joa were once attached ; bat I had never nndentood that 
yon had been distingaished by any peculiar enndty towarda me. And at 
the period of the late election I regarded yon with feelings hot different 
from those of a political enemy or opponent. 

I thought theee explanations due. I hope they will be recdved in the . 
•aQie frank and friendly spirit in which they are made. 

I hope you have recovered from the fatigue of our late ezhansting ssi- 
•i<« of Congress. Although I have not been five miles fh>m home 
•inoe my return^ I feel the want ef ftorther repose. 

Mrs. Olay desires her respects to be presented^o Mrs. White, imd I beg 
leave^to add mine also, -kofi, for younel^ assoraooee of the most ear* 
dial esteem and regard of > 

Tour feithfril and ob*t servant^ 

'ELOllx. 
Tbe Hon. Hues L. Wte& 
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I 

RSTIigBMKNT TROM PUBLIO LITS. 

• * • • • , • • 

In ihe &11 of 1838, Judge *Wfaite*8 health became much impaired, 
hi consequence of tm attack of cotagestiye feyer, which had prevailed to 
an alarming extent in Ejioxville^ Under the belief that he should be # 

unable to reach Washingtion in time for the meeting of Congress^ he 
sent in his resignation, which Crovemor Gannon refused to accept * 

As soon as it was 'ascertained that the legislatare bf 1880 contained 
• majority of Administration members, it was ttt once determined* by 
tiiem, to instruct hira out of the seat which he had so repeatfedljr 
desired to resign, bntliad retained to gratify the leading men of their 
own partyl To effect this object as speedily as possible, and at the 
same time to avoid, if it might be, the odium that must attach to them 
in oonseqivonce ot such a course, they, in the first place, endeavored 
te make his resignation, which had been tendered the preceding fall, 
take effect then; and a resolution was passed by 'the 'Senate, calling 
upon the governor for the ocxrespondence which had passed betweex 
them. 

In answer to Which resolution his exceUenc^ sent in reply the fol- 
lowing communication i— 

OxBmxicsir of ths Obsstxtu: I^ eomplianee with your resolution 
of the 11th Instant, I have the honor 'to state that there' is not in my 
possession, or in the executive department, or ever has been, a copy of 
the iDorrespondenoe between the Hon. ]^U|^h L. White and myself, tcrtieh- 
ing his resignation ss senator. Kb copy qf the same has ever been taken, 
nor is iiis letter to me on that suljeot in my possession, or in the execu- 
tive department, it having been returned to hira, by his request, a short 
time after it was leo^ed. I have kept no itaelnorandum of this obm* 
munioation, nor dp J now remember its precise date. I am imder the 
impression, however, that it was in tl^e early part of November last, that 
I receiveil a communication from this honorable senator informing me of 
the severe affliction he had suffered and the very (eeble state of his health 
at that time ; also expressing his t>elief tliat he woukl not be ajble to reach 

24 *• 



870 nuom of huoh lawsov whiis. 

OoDgren 'by the eAsniiig sessiQiL And in oonaeqnenoe of his inAbifitf he 
proposed resigning his seat in the Senate of the United States in oider 
that a pro Um» appointment might be made by me In due time. On the 
reception of this letter, I determined to suspend my official action on the 
resignation thns tendered for a reasonable length of time, for the xeaUnra- 
tion of the health of oar senator, snffidently to enable him to proceed to 
the discharge of his duties ; vhich determination was oommnnioated te 
bim with such reasons and suggestions as at that time were deemed appro- 
priate, and resnlted in an acquiescence of the withdrawal of his letter 
oontaining the proposition to cesign, which was returned to him by his 
request, without my acceptance of his reeignatioiL or my official action 
on it in any way whatever. 

This is, according to the best 6f hiy recollection, the substance of the 
cmrespondence which took place betweeK the honorable senator and mya^ 
diuing the time and on the subject refeired to in your resolution. His 
pndseworthy eourse en this oooasioB afforded to lay nSnd rtrong 
Udditional evidence (to a long ooiprse of the most fidthfal public services) 
of the most exalted and refined sense of honor and honesty, by which he 
has been inHuenced, and few examples of which have been set })efore n% 
by the public men^ of our.times* It has seldom happened that those occu- 
pying similar situations, i^hether in reference to the general or State 
govemmentB, have shown, under such circxmistances, equal patriotilam and 
deyption to the public interests, and in the assumption of authority on 
my part, which has been exercised in this case by me as executire of the 
State^ I am conscious of haying been influenced by honest tiews of the 
interests of t^e people for whom I have acted, together with -what was 
d»e under the oiro^mrtanoefi, to a we}): tried and fidthful puUic serrant; 
and in aasuming the responsibility which belongs to the"^ station I h^re 
occupied, in the diacharge of this part of my duly, I cannot for a moment 
believe that I have misconstrued the just and generous character of the 
people of our State or that of their senators in the legislature, with regard 
to the kind and indulgent feelings which animate theni towarda those 
faithftd pubUc servants who 'lave rendered faithftil and important sei^ 
vices to our country, to every citizen of which, as well as toyourhooorahle 
body, I feel equally reqtpnsible for eveiy official act. 

a Yery retq>ectfhlly, 

"Newtoit Oabkok, 

•• ja P K J M W x ^|lo«i i fa i aHll i, Oof. VMKf 

ReaolutioDS to the following effiBqt were sfioiily introdiiced by Mr. 
Levii^ H. Coe, instructing their se&aton, and reque^ilg their repre- 
*6ntatrverf to vote for them-^ 

1. Agunst a national bank. 
S. In favor of the aub^treasory. 
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8. Against Mi. Oriti^addii^s Bill to setnxe the freedom* of «leotiont| or 
$nj simiUr bilL 
i. Against the distribation of tho proceeds of the publie lands. 

5. In &7or of a bill repealing all dnties on imported salt 

6. To support in good faith the leading measures and poli^ of the 
present AdministratioD. . / . 

Whife these cesdutioDaweve under- diaeussioii in the Hovse of Re|m- 
•eniatiTea, previous to their passage in that body, ^e repieaentative 
from Knox oountj, Gen. Jaoobs, by reading the following letter gave 
the House full assurance df the course which Judge White would 
pursue in the event of his receiving such instructibn& 



Dnan Sm : Tour note xyf this date has been han!led me a few houra 
nnoe. By it you request me to inform you what oonrse I will feel it my 
doty to pursue, in case the G^eral Assembly should pass rssointiona 
instructing their senators to vote for the bill, denominated the Snb-Treae- 
ury Bill, or feeolutions simply expressing the opinion that suob bfll oqq^ 
to pass, without any Mpntf imtntctiong to the senators to vote for it. 

I have long been an advocate for the doctrine of instradaons, and .am 
•f opinion that when a senator receives instruodons from the legislataro 
of his State, upon any sul^ect, when no constitutional question is involved^ 
he ought to conform his conduct to, and vote aocoI^ding to sneh instroe- 
tions, 6r resign ; and I have never been able to see any godd reason why the 
expression of an opinion by the legislature should not be^eonsideffei as 
instructions, although no express instructions accompany sneb expreasicMi 
of opinion, unless the legislature say they do not intend an eiqtreaaieit of 
their opinion to control the conduct or votes^of their ^natora. * 

I have conudered a senator as the agent or lanstee of the pmfU of his 
State, and that he oogllt to c^hry into effect, so for as lain his power^ the 
sentiments of a^ni^ority of the pec^ he -tepresents upon all snljeoti; 
when he can* do so, without Tiolating the Oonstitntion. He oug^ ie 
suppose the IcQ^slatnre, who are his ' immediate, constituents, exprasa no 
opinion, or ^ve no instraetions which db not acoord with the sentiments 
of a migority of the people, And if he does n6t conf<yin his condnotto the 
expiiessed. opinion of tiie people, throng the Agency of the kgislatore, 
he is gnil^ of a breach of trust, and does not illithfully represent his dtafte. 

The Sub-Treasury Bill, so U» as' I am advised, does not invdve any 
constitutional question ; therefore, if the Qeneral Assembly deem It pRK 
per to instruct their senators to vot^ for' its passage, or consider it wise 
to express the opinion that it ought to pass, in either of these oaa^ I 
should consider myself bound, either to give it the support of my vote, or 
to resign ; and I riipuld certainly adopt the latter branch of the alterna- 
tive. No consideration could indnee me knowingly to misrepseeent the 
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peoi^e of TeBnessee, especially Hipon a snbj'ect so important, and by my 
vote, na bill prodnctiye of so many ill conseqaenoes, as I tliiak ihia' 
would be, shall ever be passed. Consistently, therefore, with my priod- 
ples, no coarse would be left me but to resign. 

I have heretofore opposed the snb-treasnry, and Toted against it, nnder 
a firm conriction^ that if passed, it would be prodnotire of mUch mis- 
chief ; I believed a large minority of the people of Tennessee entertained 
the same opinion.- At the last session our General Assembly instructed 
me to pursue this course; with 'much pleasure I conformed to those 
instructions, and I cannot now flot so inconsistent a part as to support a 
measure, in my Judgment fraught ^th such ruinous consequences to 
society. I still believe a migonty of the people of this State accord with 
me in opinion upmi this subject, but at a senator, do not consider myself 
at liberty to go behind the tegislature in search of public opinion. I 
wHl act as if I believed they correctly expressed the opihion of my State, 
and if they do not, they are accountable, not to me, tut to the people 
who tfre our common constituents or masters. 

It is true, as I have heretofore said, that in 1884, when the sub- 
treasury wiw first spoken of, I thought favorably of it, and would hsTe 
supported it, provided my political friends had agreed with me in opia- 
ion, but the matter is now entirely changed in my view of tliis siuhject 
Then my idea was that the details should be such as to lessen, not to 
increase, the power of the executive over the public moneys. Now the 
project is to give, in my opinion, almost unlimited control over them. 
* Then it was vefy doubtftd whether safe banks could be induced to 
take change of the public moneys upon reasonable and fiiir terms. Now, 
no anch doubts are entertained. 

•Then, I had entire confidence in the eJcecuUve; now, that oonfideuoe 
does not exist,- , • 

. Then,.we had not t^e benefit ofexperience on this subject The sub-trea- 
sury has now been in actual operation for .several years, and I consider 
that this experience ought to have taught us all, that, under its opera-' 
tioi^a, the nublic nloney will be unsafe, and society will be demoraltzed 
by the illegal tise of it, and that the power of the federal executive will 
be increased to an extent inconsistent with our lil)erties. 

It wtis my intention not 1)q obtrude my opinions ui>on this, or any 
other subject, upon any pf the members of the Gie^eral Assembly, but at 
the same time, I 6an have no inducement to conceal them. , I have, there- 
fore, endeavored very briefly to answer all tiie points embraced in your 
note, and hav;e no difficulty in giving the permission you ask, to use my 
answer in. any way you may think proper. 

With sentiments of the most sinoere regard, I am ^ 

' ^ Your obH servant, 

. HvoH L. Whui. 
Gen. SoLOMoir D. jAOona. 
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Completely fhutrated in their previous attempt, tbe political oppo- 
nents of Judge White now determined to effect what seemed to be 
their sole object without regard to consequences. After the disposal 
of a long and tedious series of obstructing amendments offered hj 
whig senators^ Mr. Gillespie, at the end of a month's hard laboFi 
mov^ the previous question, and succeeded in carrying through the 
resolutions at midnight,- November 8th, by a strict party vete. 

These proceedings brought upon th^r contrivers the reprobation 
of the country, as is shown by the tone of the public journals of the 
day. 

The ^liadisonian'' thus treats the subject :— 

'. 
Since the destructives carried the State of Tennessee by*politieaI tnr- 
pitnde and chicanery, they have been unoeasing.in their ^orts to push 
Judge White from his seat. We do not wonder at it— there is a daily 
beauty in the presences of that pure and exalted patriot, which niake» 
this hideous ; henbe the ghost of the blood-stained Banquo was not a 
more unwelcome visitor to the tyrant at hi^ feast, than would be Judge 
White to the ruling party in the Senate. We most sincerely trust he. 
will not resign. At this particular juncture, the nation at lai^ as well 
as the State of Tennessee in particular, has a deep interest in his retain- 
ing his seat We cannot bear the idea 'that a station held with honor to 
himself and'useflilness to the n^on, should be yielded to make room for 
some of those suppliant tools that have been engendered through the 
base degeneracy of the times. Although in some instances, the privlite 
station may be tiie post of honor, yet in others it becomes the dn^of 
the statesman to yield his individual views to the wishes of the country. 
We feel persuaded that, however much Judge White may hove desfared 
repose, their base attempts at intimidation will nerve him to a proper 
resbtance of their nefiirious schemes. 

The " N. T. Times,** in spealdng of the movement of the. ruling party 
in Tennessee, says : — 

We are sorry to say that the manner in which tiiese gentiemen were 
^ instructed " out Of their seats, was grossly rude and insulting. More dis- 
gusting samples of low-bred abuse than are to be foxmd in the speeches 
made by some of 'the locofoco members at Judge White during the 
debate on the instructing resolutions, never disgraced a ^liamei|tary 
body. This portion of the picture is, however, somewhat relieved by a con- 
templation of the beantiftal dilemma in whidi the looofocos were involved 
by tiidr acute and eloquent opponents, So completely were the former 
entangled in a web of contradiction^, so ludicrous were their perplexed 
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eSbrtB to tteer betwees the Charffhdu of giriag the lU to GexL Ji<dnon, 
bjr Toting agaiilst 'reeolntioiiB embodying hk very wordsi and th« yel 
mora awM Seylla of repudiating the snb-treaan^ by endorsing theo^ 
that we suppose we must find some palliatSoa for the oyerflow of their 
malignity in the agony of their annoyance. 

The " LouiaVille Journal " thua commented upon the subject : — 



The speaker of the lower branch decided that an' amendment ooqld 
iiot be laid on the table without carrying with it the main question. This 
decision was dearly correct ; it was in accordance with all parliamentary 
usage. Borne members, howcTer, in order to test the sense of the House, 
took an appeal to that body ; and the decision was almost unanimously 
confirmed^ the looofocos going for it in A mass. Well, only two or three 
days afterwards, while -die inetnicting resdudons were up for eonsidertt- 
tion, the whigs began to torment the looofocos by pnyposing certain troii' 
blesome amendments, which the locos did not dare -to vote mther for uf 
against. The only way they tew of getting rid of them, Was to lofr them 
9n <As UibU; and so in direct defiance of the preyious dednon, the 
tpMetr decided and all the party tocept 'three lAistained him in it, that 
an amtndment might be Idd on the table without -carrying with it ths 
main proposition. 

> 

• Th(9 following is from the ** Hamilton Gazette," a neutnd paper, pub* 
lisied in Tennessee : — 

Well might the venerable White exdaim* against his own State, ss 
did the noble Cnsar against his feUoW and friend firutus when he too 
stabbed him in .the Roman Senate'. Judge White is' an old publie 
servant ; he has won a good, naine from eyery dispassionate man. We 
are told that in Washington City his unbending morality .and inflexible 
patriotism, manifested by every action public and private— -his lofty 
dem6anof and talents of the first order — ^hls attention to business, and 
whole general bearing is so much assimilated to that of the *^&ther of his 
cpuntry," that he stands pre-eminent^ even among the Clays, Calhouns, 
Websters and Adamses. Yet t^ man, for no other reason than because 
his views and sentiments do not exactly, tally with the nujority of the 
legislatnrei has been requested to Yesign his seat in the Senate of the 
United States.' It is not often thatwe permit our feelings to lead us into 
A oensorions notice of either paHy. But we confess, that when we think 
of the disgrace that has been brought upon our State, by the reokkss 
mendadty and totd disregard of every principle of right, to foster the 
prefeensiontf of a party, our ** gorge tlses,'^ and we are alf&ost disposed to 
think that a wcfrse ourse is conung upon us through the managanent ef 
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our nden, thAnTerted i^Nm Fnnoo in her most bloody em. If it were 
potBibleior a more jndioloiia «hoiee than Judge White to be made la 
TeuMfliee, the caM would not be so bad. But eTory man in the majofiitj^ 
kn^ws fall well, that if half a doaen of their leaders were thrown into a 
crneible, purified, and east into one man; thai he woidd iaH ^ort of the 
merita (tfJndge White.'' 

The party Mng now anmoiiB to }>radpitat6 meaaarea at Washing- 
ton, on the 13th Januaiy, Mr. Wright called up the Sub-Treasury Bill 
in the Senate, and pressed its consideratiotf on that body. Thereupon, 
Judge White roee and said, that '^he held in his hand a number of 
resolutions adopted by the .legislature of his State, one of which 
instructed him- to vote in &var of the bill, proposed for the considera'* 
tion of the Senate to-day.'' 

He requested pennission to read to the Senate his reply to the 
legislature, which was granted. ' 

Mr. White then addi^Bssed the Senate- to the following effect : 

. Hr. FxaaiDBHT : I have a duty to perform this morning, before we pro- 
ceed to any regular order of the day. Presuming that the businesa txf 
presenting petitions is now 0Ter« J proceed to discharge it with aa littie 
delay aa possible. 

When I reached this place on the 29th of November last, I was fur> 
nished by one of our officers with a letter, which contained sereral reso- 
Intioaa adopted by the kf^slatiire of Tennessee, condemning one of the 
votes given by the senators from that State, at the last aession, and 
instructing them how to act in ftiture, on many snlijectB. I believed ny 
duty to my State, and to the public, would be best discharged by reniiUn- 
ing in my seat and continuing to attend to the business of the Seoato, in 
the manner I had been accustomed to do, until some of the snl^ecb 
apeeyieaUif mentioned in the resolntiona^ould be placed before the body 
for discussion. On this day of the last week, the honorable cbairman of 
the committee of finance reported a bill, commonly called the Snb-Treaa- 
ury Bin, and gave notice that .on this day he would ask for its considerai' 
tion. This iMing one of the rabjects mentioned in the resohitioDa, the 
time has arrived when, in my opinion, it is reapeolAil to the k^gislature 
of my State, that X should prestent them to this body, to the end that the 
members of it, as well as the community at large, may be made acquainted 
with what the Oeneral Assembly has chosen to express is public ofnnion 
in Tennessee. I tnove that the preamble and resolutions, which I now 
send to the secretary, may be read, printed, and laid on tho table. 

After the resolutions bad been read, Mr. White proceeded and said, 
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Mr. President — As I am npw a member of thif body, and my in8tnu9> 
tioDB have been read and ordered to be printed, I oonsider it proper thai 
lahonld follow the example set by others, and make eqnaDy public the 
condosiona to wiiioh I liave oome in relation to tiiem. 

The anbjecta of which they treat ai^ of Tital interest to the ooontry, 
and I am anxiona that the opinions I entertain and express upon tbem 
should ndther be tfiuurfdentood, nor miarepre9enUd\ I w}Il, tiierefore, 
tak% the liberty of deviating from my nsnal course of deliyering my sen- 
timents (which has been not even to nse notes), and will now read fta 
answer which I have prepared,- and intend, irithoat delay, to forward to 
the same body which adopted the resolutions. 

Mr. Whit« then read his anawer in tt&a following worda 
To Uu EonorahU the General AjmmUy qf^ State qf Thnnemee. 

* 

GxiTTLEMXir : On the 29th of November last, in the city of Waahin^n, 
I received' a copy of -sundry preambles and six resolutions, which i4)pesr 
to have been adopted by yon on the 14th of that month, instructing your 
aenators, and requesting the representativee in the Congress of the Uptted 
States how to act <» a variety of subjects. 

« An answer to the resolntious would have been immediately given' hAd I 
not believed it my duty to remain at the post assigned me by your prftde- 
loessors, until some of the matters specified in them should be preaedted 
to the Senate for its action. Although I might entertaSd an opinion 
different from that employed by your honorable body, and might be 
unwilling to surrender that opinion ; yet If no case should be presented 
ibr tho action of the Senate, in relation to which sueh di^-^ice of 
opinion existed, I could perceive no good Usason why I should'state what 
oourse I would pursue, npon a subject which flight neter be presented 
for consideration. ' Kow, however, bills are presented to the Senate upon 
some gf the subjects embraced in your resolttions^ and I deem it my duty, 
without fordier delay, to inform yon,' that I cannot obey the Instmctieiis 
contmned in some of those resolutions, and i^spectfdU^ to assign some 
of the reasona which inflnence my conduct 

That I may b^ the beitter understood, I will notice each of the resoh^ 
tions in the order in which- they were adopted. 

First. As one of your senators^ I am iuMruoitdd* ^^ to vote ag^mst the 
chartering by Congress of a national bank.** 

This instruction corresponds with the opinion I have repeatedly 
exprei»ed and acted on, and I eould now leel no difficully in conforming 
my vote to your, wishes on this subject. 

Secondly. I am instructed ^* to vote for, and use all fair and proper 
exertion^ to procure the passage oT^the measure brought forward in Ihs 
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Congress <^ tiio United States, oommonly oallsd tiie Snb-Treasaiy Bi]l) 
or iBdependent Treasnry Bill,'^ Ams., &c. 

The following, with many other reasons, indnoed me to beUere I ought 
not to oomply with the iDstractions contained in this resolution. 

It has often faappexied, and will generally be the ease, that a consider- 
able tiQie must elapse between tke recdpt of public money from the 
debtor to the United Btates, and its disbursement .to thdr creditors ; 
during this interval the money will be much more ssfe in the custody of 
well selected banks than it can be in the hands of individuals, supposing 
tiiem to be fSsuthftd. 

Supposing any one of your honorable body had one hundred thousand 
dollars of hi&own money, wh|ph he dM not intend to Use for six or nine 
months, and lived in ^e vicinity of a bank of respectable standing, 
would he keep the money in his own house, under lus own care, or 
would he depesititin bank for safe-keeping until he wished to use it? 
If he was a prudent man, regarding his own interest, he certainly would 
deposit it. 

Are we then justified in taking less oare of the people*s money than a 
prudent man would take of his own t With great deference to your bet* 
ter judgment, I think not. 

It often happens that the receiving officers have on hand much larger 
■urns than that named in the supposed case, and as the sum is increased 
and the time it is to be kept between its receipt and disbursement 
enlarged, the danger of loss, when in the hands of an individual, is 
increased likewise. 

Again. All experience teaches us that large sums of public money left 
4n the hands of individuals will be misused and squandered. It will 
dther' be used by the individual hhnself for his owb purposes, or loaned to 
Importunate Mends whom he may wiih to accommodate, and who are 
sure not to be able to return it when ualled for. 

It is said, banks are irresponsible, therefore not to be trusted. In my 
opinion, generally, they are more responsible tiian individuals. They 
have more means with which to pay, and if diey fkil to make payments 
when required, they are as much amenable to the process of a court of 
justice as individuals are ; and in addition, they are to be Ibnnd with much 
more certainty, as a corporation aggregate can very seldom abscond, or 
leave the country, which an individual easily can, and often does do when 
he misuses the public mbney. < 

We need all the checks which can reasonably be imposed on our 
collecting and disbursing officers. Banks have been found to ftamish 
one highly beneficial upon both of these daaseA. By a regulation between 
the treasury department and each deposit bank, tbe latter has been 
required at short periods to fuvnish its account current with the treasurer, 
and on tSie (kee of it to show all sums deposited to his credit^ when suck 
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dopodts w«ra nuide, and by whom^ By oompkrittg ihls ae^oimt witii tikft 
Aoooants ftirnish^d by the respective offloen thenuelTeSy it ean readily bt 
dlfoovered whether they are nuansiiig the pubbc mcmey or not. By the 
proposed change, and allowing the collector or leeeiTer to be liimsdf tba 
iwpM*, until the money ie wanted for nee, yoahave no oheek whaterer, and 
Ibe whole money receired by an officer may be squandered befisre it la 
wanted for disbursement, without any means of detection. 

I, therefore, oondnde the Bab-Treasnry Bill on^^t not to be passed^ if 
there were no other objections to it save that of the pnblio money beiag 
less secnre. Bnt there are other weighty objections. 

The only plansible resson«which can be assigifed why we shoold dis- 
card banks entirely and appoint inbotreasnrers, keepen of the pnblia 
ftmds, must be^Hihat the banks are unworthy of confidence. 

If that be so, does it not necessarily follow- that yon ought either not 
to reoeire any bank notes in discharge of dnea to the gOTemnient, or if 
reoeired, that yon shonld order the officer with whom they are deposited 
for safe-keeping, hnme^ately to call upon the banks for specie to their 
amount. It is absurd to say we will not deposit with the bank, because 
we bare no confidence in it, and at the same time to allow our ofiioers tn 
receive bank notes, and retain them in the hands of our officer, up to the 
time we wish to pay the money away. There is less probability that the 
banks would redeem their notes in specie when called on^-than that thsy 
would deny the payment in specie for money recei;red on deposit. 

The practice, tiien, of receiving nothing but specie firom debtors, or of 
immediately converting the notes received into specie, and locking thai 
ap until the time of disbursement arrives, must be resorted to, in order 
to carry out your wishes. 

This, I apprehend, would be ruinous to society. A large portion of tibe 
specie that might otherwise circulate, would be withdrawn from the uss 
of every person a considerable portion of each year. This would aftet 
the prices of property, of labor, and of everything eke, and would render 
it next to impossible for even a prudent man, who happened to be in 
debt) ^er to' extricate himself. 

Beside this, the heavy draws for spede upon bonks, would eempsl 
them, in a short time, either to wind up or to do a very preoarioua busi- 
ness. Whenever a suspension of specie payments Voidd take place, we 
would have a depreciated paper currency, on which to do the business of 
the counby, and specie would become an article of merchandise. The 
man in office, or who hid a job or contract with the government, would 
receive his salary or his pay in specie, which he woidd immediately sell 
fifr bank paper, receiving a premium of some ten or fifteen per centum, 
and witB that pap^ pay his debts or purdiase such property as he might 
wish. This pradice is at this moment in operation. For every hundred 
dfljUan paid me as a member of OongresS) I can receive one hundred and 
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«igbt or nine dollars in bank notes, snd with them pay the kndlord who 
feeds, or tiie tailor who clothee me. 

It has appeared to me, if we oommenoe this entire operation which 
jrotir resolation eitetemplates, and go into this thorough hard money 
system, we shall presently, in Tennessee especially, he in a deplorable 
condition. Look ait its effects : all debts and taxes are to be paid to the 
federal goremment in hard money, or in bank notes, for which the spe^ 
eie will be immediately reoeired, and the specie thus receired is to be 
locked np securely, until it is paid out in disohlu^ of some debt due by 
the goremment Suppose our first yearns taxes paid, in all the States, 
amounting to some twenty-flre or thirty millions of dollars. ThAt is 
only to be returned into circulation when the ftderal government pays 
the debts which it Owes. What chance will Tennessee hare t^ receire, 
by federal disbursement, any portion of what she may have paidt We 
have no forts, no foundries, no arsenals, no fortifications, no- army, no 
liavy, navy-yards, or dry-docks. In short, we have next to noobj^ts 
lipon whidi the federal government expends money; therefore ndne of it 
Would be returned to us. * We must pay np our fiill proportion of all 
Indirect taxes in hard 'money, with a certainty that littie or none of H 
Would be returned to us by federal expenditures, and in the course of a 
tery few years, we must be dnuned of every hard dollar we now have. 

Thftre is another class of objections against this measure, entitied, I 
think, to ^11 more grave considerations. 

The addition it will make to the powers of the ftderal executive. 
Every office!* with which the money is to be deposited, or left for safe- 
keeping, win be appointed by the Pre^dent, and tefnowMe at his plea*- 
sure. We might is well give it io the President himseli; m entrust it to 
those whom he can and will controL 

Tlus plan will multiply officers and increase considerably our expenses 
it its conimencement, and in the end, no man can foresee the swarms of 
dependents it may generate, and *the additions it may occasion to our 
expenditures of the public money. 

. By the use of the patronage already belonging to that officer, we all 
know and feel that a large portion of the power vested in the le^sktive 
department exists only in name^ -it is in substanoe vested in, and 
iXpressed'by, the Presideilt as he wills; shall we, then, give him a con- 
trolling power over alt the pecuniaky resources of the federal govern- 
ffient ? For one, I cannot consenlf to it. 

Las^y, tids sub-treasury is nothing but i stepping-stone to a bank 
created by the federal *govei;|iment, bottomed on its own fhnds, attached 
to the treasury department, and all placed at the control of the Presi* 
dent, or of those who will never have any will which does Qot correspond 
with his. 

' It appears to me, no reasonable man can think if we commence this 
qfstfiin w4 are to sU^ short of sndi a bank. 
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Let one year only pass with all your revenne in specie, And that locked 
up, your State banks and paper cnrrency 'deranged, and what then.? 
Iliose who may wish to carry oat this system will then recnr to the 
sopnd doctrine advanced by the Ute President Jadcson, ^^that the money 
at the country ought hot to be kept locked np by the goremment, any 
more than the arms belonging to the dtizena-^both will be sore to be 
misBsed." And it will be urged that society is suffering for a sound ctr> 
cnlating medium; we must pass a law authorizing this money to b« 
loaned^ the interest wffl ease us of the payment of much taxes, and by 
<nrculating treasury notes, or drafts drawn by one of these treasurers 
upon another, we will have a sound paper currency, good everywherei 
and bottomed on a metallic basis. This doctrine will become the drnM- 
erotic doctrine, a&d erery man who opposes it will be denounced as a 
bank-bought federalist;, the hiw will pass, and in due fona we shall have 
the Tretuury Bank; and wh^tt then t 

Thepwruand the itoord imZZ he, united^ and a power to increaee the 
tmrM, as necNd m^ require, not by adding eagles and^ard dollars to our 
ftinds, but by issues of paper, in such sums as may be deemed necessaiy 
and proper. This bank, with its pecuniary means, and the credit and 
Besources it will possess, can either destroy or render subservient to the 
^ews of the eiEeontiye any State banks which may be in enstenoe. The 
whole moneyed power, not only of the federal government, bbt of sll 
State banks, being thus placed ia the hands of the President, lie will be 
able to control the destinies of the country. 

JQs mUheoovoM the law of the land. He will never again have to 
appeal to ^* eAd eph^ eeeond thought tf thepeopie^^ to carry any favorite^ 
measure. His first recommendation ynH always secure its speedy enact- 
ment into a law. . 

In the views which I take of this subject, I may be in error; but they 
are sincerely entertained. In the first instance, I placed my vote against 
it, under the belief that such were the sentiments of the pec^ile I repn- 
sented. Afterwards, I was instructed by the legislature to continue my 
opposition. I did so, from a conviction that I was right ; and nothing 
would give me more pleasure than to conform my vote to your wiahesi 
if the measure were an ordinary one, or if I believed the ^ror of sanction- 
ing it could be corrected; but believing, as I do, that the power .once 
granted to the executive can never be^ recalled, and that its exercise will 
take from the people that freedom of thought and of action which alone 
entitles our government to be considered free, I most reepectfoUy, but 
decidedly state, that l^cannot and will not obey the instruetion contained 
in, your second resolution. 

Your third resolution unqualifiedly cond^iAns the provisions of a bill 
of the last session, entitled, a bill to prevent the interference of certain 
federal officers in elections, declares the same to be a violation of the 
Constitution of the United States, unqualifiedly condemns the vote given 
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in &Tor of Mid bill by my oolieagve and myself and initrncts your Sena- 
ton to Tote agaiuBt, and to llBe all fidr and proper ezertione to prevent 
the passage of the same, or any similar bill. 

When my colleagne and myself gave ottr votes in favor of that bill, 
we aeted nnde^ the same solemn sanction of an oath to support the Gon- 
ttitution of the United States, that the members of your honorable body 
did when they voted in favor of this condemnatory resolution. We had 
the benefit of very able arguments both for and against the bill. We 
examined it with aH the care we oould^ and came to the condnsion that 
it was not unconstitutional, and believing that the prevailing practice of 
the President interfering in elections, both.Statd and federal, throi^gh the 
instrumentality of officers, who hold their placcfS during his plieasure, 
called loudly for a remedy ; we voted in favor of its passage. 

If your decision was final, I would not be so childish as te ask of yon 
to reconsider the constitutional question. 

To men of ordinary capacity, or equivocal .moral character, I might 
make such a request, from a belief that the decision was a htutp one^ 
produced by some extraneau» influence^ and that a more deliberate inves- 
tigation of the subject might -lead to a different conelusion ; but when I 
reflect that 'the leading members of that majority which passed the 
resolution are men as mqch distinguished by their moral character as by 
iStmr inteUectwd attiunments and deep reeea^ch on subjects connected 
with constitutional law, and see that my Vote is not only ^ eendemned^^^ 
but ^^unqualifiedly condc^mned,^' I cannot hope that one of my humble 
Inretensions could urge anything which ^would occasion even a doubt in 
your minds of the qorrectness <^ your deciaon. 

But there is a higher earthly tribunal than your hoQOi;4ble body, that 
wiH jadge both youf vote and mine^ and pass sentence dispassionately, 
without any predisposition to unquaUftedly condemn either of us, but fti 
charity hoping that eaeh believed, whea giving his v<rte, he was acting 
correctly. To that tribunal, then, cwr eemmon eenitUuent$j through you, 
their immediate representatives, I *beg leave respectfully and briefly to 
assign some of llie reasons which influenced the vote compluned of. > 

Every officer named in that bill holds hia office at the mil of the Pre- 
sident, and is liable to be dismissed whenever it is the pleature of the 
President to dismiss him. £aeh and every one of the. offices is created 
by act of Congress. The qualification for the office, the tenufe of it, and 
the duties to be performed by the office^ are, and were, matters of legis- 
lative enactment. 

The President has no power to dismiss or control one of these officers, 
merely because he is President, but because Oongresa, by Un»^ gave him 
that power."" The bill itself expressly* provided that all these officers 
ahould be Secure in the right to vote on M eleetiene^ aeeording to their 
bwnjudgmeht^ and bnly forbid their interference to control and inflnenee 
the votes of others. 
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I Affirm that Ooogresa li»d tbd power to ereate these offitses, or noli ai 
its i^basan. Tliat, whea they were created, Congreas could prescribe 
the dudes of the oflloerB. That, if H had been deemed neceasaxy, Con* 
^ess could have enacted that the oflSoers should hold the €>ffice durim^ 
good behavior; bat that, if any one of the officers interfered to infln^ioe 
tko totm qf othen^ in any election, either State or federal, H sbpqld he # 
miadtmeanar in office^ /or which he should be ddtmiated. 

Whei^ the bill complained of was under consideration, Congress had 
exactiy the same power over the subject that it had when the offices wer^ 
Jlnt ^rooting. They might have repealed the law entirely, and thus have 
tniiled out every one of thesto officers. 

Suppose, instead of the bill complained of^ a bill had been introduoed 
and passed, stating that, whepeas the^ pfficers were m the habit of int^- 
fering tp influence the vqtes of the citizens in electious, therefore, Be it 
enacted, that the law creating their offices should be repealed, dsc, would 
your*honoraVl« body venture the opinion that such law wpuld have beui 
nncoustitutional, and that these officers would still have remained in 
offieef I think npt. 

On the question of constitutional power, there can be no distinctioa 
))«rtweett the case supposed and the bill complained q£ If the on^ would 
have been constitutional, so i& the other*. 

Prior to the year 1820, these officers held their office during pleanin. 
Ciongress then believed many of them had misdemeaned themselves, w^e 
defitulters, k^. ; and, with a view to provide a remedy, on the 16th of 
Vay, in that year, an act was passed changing thrnr tenure^ and limiting 
. eadi of. them to the term of /our year*^ and made them removable at 
pleasure withm these four yean. Has it ever been thought iJiat act wss 
Uttconstitulional t Kot at. all. Yet such an objection m^t Jaiave been 
urged with much more force in that case than in this. 

Th^ only reason assigned in your resolution why this b)ll was uncon- 
stitutional is, that it took ^m these officers the liberty of speech^ and 
the Constitution provides that ^' Oongress shall pass no law abridging the 
fireedom of speech and of the press.'* 

This provision in the Qonstitution was intended for the^ safety and 
j^^rotection of the common citizen who holds i^o office..^ It was foreseen 
that those in office might abttee their iruef^ and to protect themselves 
against exposure, might passrlaws restriuning the citizens frcmi censuring 
them, either in speeches or through the press. Now, in your resolntioQ, 
you exactly reverse the matter, and suppose it was intended to protect 
the.inatruments of the Prudent, who hold ofl^ce at Jiiis will, in their 
endeavors to influence and mislead the people in elections. During the 
administration of the elder Mr. Adams, many complaints were ma4® And 
charges urged, both in speeches and through the press, ^ the eitigentf 
agaiost him, and those in office under him. < With a view to silence the 
eitieene^ and to maintain and shield thoee in office^ the. sedition law was 



The Bepabltoftns, one and iD^ oondemned it as QnoonBtitationil 
iad ujMt, and they were ri(^ in sooh condemnationi 

Yopr fesolntion maintains now, exactly the aame doctrines thai 
•dTanoed by the .federalists. They wished- to siknoe the people, that 
they might retain their places and power, and your resdlntion seeks to 
allow the officeholders to go forth with all their power and influence, te 
mitUad and eomipt the peopl^--ohtain their Yotes in eleotioiis, and limi 
f^toi» Ikeir oOoes with aH th w MMJumen^. 

Docs yonr ^nerafale body intend to affirm, that Oongress has no power 
to regidate the condnct of this dass of officerst 

Are they to be allowed to go forth on days of eleetioo, and with a yiew 
to proove Toteafor the Prendent or his fitvoritea, fframim money or offliBm^ 
j$b9 or e0fUrm6tty by which^ mnch tnoney may bo made witii but little 
labor? ' The officeholder, in making these p ro mu e$ to ii^lumue voters, 
would be naing his pawn ^f tpeeeh^ which liie resdotion affirms Oon- 
greas' cannot mbrid^ or lessen. If the proposition can be maintained, 
tiien Congress had better go home, and yield up everything to the Presi- 
dent| and the carp§ vho hold offiM at ku pUamire, 

We will, after a little reflection, perceive that this lesolvtion not only 
nnqnalifiedly condemns yonr senators for their vote, bnt necessarily the 
conduct and opinions of othera whom the conntry has moat delighted to 
MNior. 

The only reason assigned In yonr ree<4ation why tide biH was nncoa- 
atitational is, that it abridged tkej^eodam i(f$peeck. 

If yon aM correct, how dare Mr. Jeflbrson, *^ Uie Apostle of Liberty,** 
in his letter to Governor McEeao, nse the language he did on this snbjectt 
Btin moM, when he came into office as President, why did he dare to 
issae hi&drcnlar letter, prohibitiog'this dass of officers, on pain of die* 
nisml, from interfering in elections Ikither than to. give their own votest 

He was moom to support the Ck>nstitadon^ and if Oongress abridges the 
ftoeflom of speech, secifred by the Constitntion, by the enactments pror 
posed in this bill, it follows deariy that the Fraidoht in his circukfr 
jwolaied the $ame previeion^ by prononndng the like penaUy for the like 
effencef 

I defy any person to condemn the one without condemning the other ; 
nnless, indeed, we suppose there is a dass of pditidana who bdieve the 
Oonsdtntion does not and onght not to imposo* any restraint Upon the 
President. 

I feat sndi a sect has lately spmng np, and is increasing. It cannot be 
too speedily suppressed. 

The late President, General Jackson, in bis inau^oral address, whesL 
^ he was fVesh finom the people,*' inculcated the same doctrine wi& Mr. 
Jefferson. "To prevent the patronage of the government fWnn bdng 
broo^t into conflict with the freedom of dectioiiB, was a duty \\ 
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in ohsracl«re too legible to be iiiisDnderftoQd,"^^ wasthestroDg 
gaage he then Oied. Hov was tfae'<laty to be dischsigedt Did we 4iot 
one and all, believe he wonld discharge it as Mr. Jefletson had do^et S^ 
then, these Presidents oouid^mtkout violatingftlu C&Miitutiony yrohSbU 
theu offlcenfiom inUrfering in sUetwn»{ why oonld not Ck)ngre8f by its 
enactments prohibit them likewise ? ^ 

'^o satisfactory answer can be given to this qnestioiB. 

The President already had the power vested in him to dismiss these effi- 
oers i^t his pUoiurs ; and Congress nnqnestional^ htA the power to Imii 
his discretion^ by specifying the^asee in which he should exeroipe it. If^ 
then, my colleague and^I erred on this qnestipn of power, with great 
deference I submit that, the epmpany with which oar opinions were 
associated ought, at least, to. have softened the seperi^ of the Umguags 
in wdich onr condemnation was pronounced. If there was any one sab- 
Ject above all othersi upon which I believed my colleague and I couid 
not mistake the sentiment of our constituents, it was thfit embrfced in 
that bill. > 

To prevent the President, through those oiBeers, firpm.intesfMn^ in 
elections, was a theme upon which the fiiendS'Of the Ipte President 
(Jackson) had dwelt most, both in and out of Oo^gr^n^ - .la V^% a 
committee of the Senate, of which I was a very humble member, througfa 
their chairman had made aluost able report, the principles of whsclL 
were applauded by the whole party, and Ity our StaU in particular. Upon 
them, mainly. General Jackson came into power ; he. gave them Jiis 
sole^m sanction in his inaugural address, in presence of thousands of wit^ 
nesses. - I had -been twice elected after my opinions were well known 
upon this subject, and now, when I Endeavor faithfully to -carry ibfm 
out, to be unqualifiedly tondemno& for dung so, and that -by those who 
\^bea prof eased to think as I sincerfely did, was what I did not anticipate, 
I am sure that, upon this subject, my praotioe has corresponded wlt}i my 
professions, fitill, I should feel degraded if I were to pipnounce any pld 
associate a traitor, or liken him to Benedict Arnold, beeanse at this tim^ 
he dittgrees with me in opinion. ^ ' • 

They are greatly mistaken who suppose the object of this bill was to 
take from this class of officers any right whatever. Precisely |iie veveise 
was the intention. It was to smofuiipiiCs i^ufmjr^m th$ elmsish b&nd^ 
in which they were held. It was to enable eveiy m^ of them V> ▼ote 
according to the dictates of his own judgment, and to absolve them frpm 
the .painful alternative of bdng compelled to not only vote, but to elec- 
tioneer for candidates not of their choice, but of the President^ on pain of 
dismissal from office. . 

The greatr object was, to prevent the Prudent fkom controlling 0« 
people in the choice of their officer^, State and federaL This cla^ of iifir 
oerSy.whbse daily bread for their £i^lies, depeaode^i on execntiye fa^Hi 



*w«r% ooDiitnuiied, m- m ivirt of their ti^Uial duty^ not only to^yote 
Of M4 iVwMimt «omA«2^ btat to .endeavor to inflaende others to do so 
Uke wise. If • ihd j did« not > perform 43us duty . they were disxussed, and 
with their families left to Itaireu* An enligKtei|ied stAtesmen onoe celled 
them ^e " eidisted soldiers of the ^residenf , • * . 

A politician Vho knows as well as any other man the InotiTes by 
whioh men are infloeneed la relation-to elections, says i-^^^ Wheifiur he 
•SOS atk offic$hM0r InUrfermg Uk eUUwM^ hs ctmchtdei k$ i$ tkmhmgif 
-kUMolarif and hU dread^ and i$ a esry uf\/U admter pf ths petpU.^ By 
th^ passage of this bill it Was hoped the instmtnents for ipW^AftdiPg the 
£^ple would be t^ken from the Presidoit, th^'t these ^*enlistod soldiers*' 
would be dischkged -from eleotioneering duties,' and yet /eeeiTe tJMijr 
2>ay ;. and tjhat if they performed the duties ofiheir offices fidihfdlly, ^lay 
might salely vote according to the dictates ctf their own judgment, and 
yet be secure iniheir ^*sAlaries and their. daily :bread^'' 

By your fourth resohitian, ai ob^ of ycrur -senators, I am- instructed to 
*^¥Oto against the^measui^ lieratdfbrer liipnffht before Co'ngress, which 
bs^for its object, the ilistribntion among the States of the p/oceedS of the 
ssles of the public Jands." ' 

In justice to nyyself^ as wallas to ray coastitikenta, I must be permitted 
to state tibe manner in whi^h taiy mind has operated on this subject .at 
different tamss and under different drcumstanoes. 

When a bitt icaa first introduced, having such di^tributloa as that 
spoken of for ito ol^eot, I voted against its passage, and in favor of the 
v^to of tlie Ohief Mt^slrate, on the ground that.no sudi distrilmtioa 
(rai^t.to be i^ede iffMCi^ ^ jwft^ <20&< looi al{f>e^. 

rTl^nleoking into the deeds, by -ifhich those lands were ceded to the 
United Btatss^ by the respec^e 8.tateS) I found that (ibey were conveyed in 
trust to pay out of 4he proceeds of the|r sales, odr .public debt their 
oving by the 9nited BtateOi and^thail} .tlie re^dne sh)>uld be for the 'joint 
benefit Ci ea^h (if the several Btates^induding.those maldngthepee- 



At that time a portion of the public debt was unpaid^ and I deemed it 
improper to dis^buto any part of this fund until t^e debt we» fbUy die* 
ohnrged, that being liie primary object of the, donor. 

'WhenarLkebiH wasaftemards intn^uced,"! not only voted fbr it, 
.but gave it such sifppoH as my feeble abilities enabled me. 

By this tinie (he piiblio debt had been fbUy'paid, and We had^aTcry 
large aum in the' treasuiy, b^piid the neoeasary wants of the fe4ond 
government. 

J.eonld not donbt the power of Ooagrsas to make the distribu^on.- 
becanse these wis an express trust that tiiis fund ^euld be lor the .use 
of the respective States ; we had a large sum on- hand which, I. thought, 
in HoniBsty, banged to the States, and the porti<^ belonging to Tennes- 

26 ' 
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see, I beEeved, would 1>evhiglu7,ii86fnl< in enAbliiig her*t<» ificalkd intenud 
improTements, and in providing.a vjEUm for the eduction of tliose who 
inight b6 nnable to bear the ezpensas of eduoating themselves, ' In tddir 
tlon to these consideratioiis, I peroeiyed if tliis large snni was not dia- 
tHbAted, it would eDcoorage a system of 'e^^tntvagatft, expenditure inooo- 
aistent with the welftre of the eonntry. 

I still beliere these views wer6 sonnd, and that if I olmiiddtted anj 
e^or, it was not giring 'my snppoft to thtf first biU art well as the last^ 
I believe it'wonld- be ilnwisie, perhaps niioonstihitional, for the federal 
goveinment to^impose lazes for the ptUrptaes of odleiBtiDg ipofre monej 
than is necessary to carry out ita ifffidis, to the eu^ that it nlight hare M 
SQiplns to' dirtribate among th^ States :> but 'this fond stands on adif- 
fei^^t ground; it is', a trust fond- which- belongs tiot to the federal, 
bnt to tbe 6tate government/ ' ^ 

The .ordinary duties neo^sisaiy and proper for the re)][idatioA of our 
ix)iirmerce with' foreign 'nationty ought to be snfScientto briiig into the 
treastiry, as miioh money as would d^a^ the eoonomkaT expenses of 
the feoeral goyemment, and each of the States ought to reoeiv9 ita 
foir proportion of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands.* 
^ I considler -Tennessee as honestly entitled 'to her proportion of tl^ 
ftmd,.as anf of yohr honorable bddy la to a tract of land devised to 
him by his fol&er. ' • V ' 

-It appears to me, even at tliis tame, our Static v%rj mnbh iieeds her 
proportien of this fund, and that in a short lime we fitrall be* much mora 
•inwantofit. ' ' / 

XosA honorable body may be satisfied- that a mifJoHty of our r citueos 
are ^eiHtngto relinquish tiieif interest in this fund, 'but. I an) net 'so 
satisfied, and as ^senator inOdngress,^ I wiH-not do any act by whidi 
auch an idea is to be sanctioned. . , > • . 

It^may be in the ^ourse of a>ery short time^ that tl^ fond will be 
indispensably necessary to save our citizens firom 'JKeavy UtBBaHon^ and I 
should never for^ve ihyself, if by yielding to your insthietlona, I did an 
a<ft which produced a serious i^jtiry to .the people, "Mr&o have 80 bng 
' honorect ibA with their cdnfidenee. 
* By the last clauses in your fourth resolution, J am iziBtmoted to vote 
for graduating the.pri<^ of the public lands, and for ■ghmting pre-emption 
rights to occupants. 

Thes6 instructions correspond with tjie opinions I haVe maintained and 
^ted oji, therefore^ I should find n6 diffioultg^ in '4X>nforming to your 

wishes in relation to thenv 

Ifi the fifth reeolutioi), your instmctioiis aie'*^to vote for ^apd use all 
fair and proper exertions to proohre the paadage of *a law r^Maling 'the 
duties t)n imported sait.^ * ' 

(this subject has been before the Senate on- seyehd porous 
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luiye been a neraWr, and my Totes ]uvr9 ever hwifin fSuror of vemo^^kig 
this daCy; .and I ibonld ttill oonform ihy^^ondnot to my settled oonvio- 
tioa, that my past dbane oa this snlijeot has been correct 
. IxK your ai^ ;reBoliition yon state, .'Uiat yoa ^^heartily kf^ptor^ tll^ 
leading measniaes and policy of the Administi!sations''of Andrew Jackson 
and Murtin Van Bnren, and ^ Tnstmct ^ your senators to support in good 
fiuth, tbe^Jeading measures and poK^, as brought Ibfward and adrocated 
by the present President of the United States, and'to pse- all pit taA 
prop^ exertions to isittTy opt^ sustain, and acoomplifih the siime.** ** ' ' 
' The phraseology of this resqlutibn'is so geoeral and indefinite, that 1 
amiiot.8nre I -comprehend the meanulg of your honorable body; -but. 
belie7e you intend that I shall suppo^ aU the leading measures of the 
Chief Magistrate, as veU^ose hereafter to be broughtforwlkM ae tfaoae 
' heretofore raoommeaded. /. ' . 

To institictions of thi^ dascriplion,' I ooul4 not with propri^ty^ pay any 
attention whatever. 

(Vur ftther^ and statesmen bdi0yed they had' done much towards the' 
aecority of clYil liberty, -when, by the iOoniititution, they divided the 
great powers conferred into tkru departijuerrti^ each, ia its sphere, indot 
pendent of th^ other two. Theee^ w^ the legislative, the ezecatiTef 
andtheJudibisL .. ^ ' . - 

If the .powers of any two of these departments should be placed in the 
same hands, the whole machinery of the government is destroyed^ and 
the checks interposed are removed* " 

Ton instrtact your senators t^ ^Mwfinln their, votes oa all thp l^fidiilS 
measures, to the ^11 of the President, who is at tjie hMi*of tfie execu- 
tive departinent if yon have a right to giVe such* instructibns, and ydur 
^naCOrs are bound to obey, every other legislature in tho tJpioa has the 
aanie right, and their aenators'wpuld be equally bound to yield obedfenoOk 
'. Why not let the IVesident at tace mak^ the law, and' then eiecute itt . 
If we are' bound to vote as he* i:ecommends, it is a^ solemn, mockery to' 
consult US at all. The law would net be the ifill of the 8ena(^ butthe 
will of the President . By thirproctesthe whole legislative peirar would 
beyfeld0d|ipahd.surrendered totheexeeotiv^ * . ^ * ' 

I have been educated to belief that continued watbhfhlneas, and con- 
stat j^Du^ of those in .po^er^ are essential to the pretervation ofl" 
fiberty. 

■ Tour honorable body would new teach me a 4lfferent lesaon, and 
instead Of being a Mutinel on'th^ .watofi<*tower, to guaod the liberty of my 
constituents, I am to betake myself to slumber, examine nothing, but 
vote on all leading measures as the President may recohimend* * * • . 

-If this be the kind of service tb which your senators 4re to be mli^d, 
I never can perform it, and /eel myself unsuited to a station^ wbich I 
have heretofore considered mOpt ho&oniblo«9 welj at confldeitf aL 
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*Aft» jonr-rosolntloBB sTion hAv^perfonxi^ their ^o^rited. pffic$ and m^ 
reiignation 9halt hike ^een reeeked^ h^f&re etecdng my 9uoemf>r^ fliope 
'in yoor wisdopi yon will, either rmtihi, or et^im^ this 'sixtii TeiM>rutioA; 
Our common oonetitnentB, fihe ll'ee and ohhfalrons dtfaesB of Tpnneisee, 
I hope will erar be represented in the Senate hj thoee :^Uoee principles 
and foelingB are in a^eordanoe with their own ; and while this reeolnlson 
;iB anfferel to remain, no man can accept that hig^ irtati<>n bnt one Who 
is hiiqself ^TM^ow^^and fit onlj to represent tbosetn the l^ eandUion 
wihMfMeif. '. . • " . 

I baye now troa^led yon with all tKe remarks I -deem it necessary to 
make upon yoUr six xseaolntions, 'taken separately, l^ut do not fed that I 
Vnirhaye disobai^ged my who)e dirty nntil;l hare shown -the dednctionto 
be drawafrom them when- connectedly considei^d. ' • .; . 
; They contain the political -creed of the present Chief Maglstfate of the 
United Stales, as expressed thr^ogh fais f^e^ds in the Tennessee legida- 
tore; 9ndwhati9itt 

By the 24 rWlntion it is proved he wtshes/^er whole- mozieyed power 
of ^e iTnyied Statea reatdd in h^ aind snli^t to^his c^trol. 
. By the 8d it is prored ha will: not agree that, thC'patfonage and poirer 
^e now.ez^iset^'^all be'eitber lessened or re^nl^ted by law. 

By the 4th, it is proved that in order to hf^ve fhll coffers, he wish A the 
Qtates^to^BiUT^^v ^^ right jbo the moneys ariMng from ^e sales of the 
ppblic lands, iind ' • . ' ' • ^ \ 

By the*6th, it is proved that he wishes Clongres^ eotpiftiDed to.Tote ibr 
ivi^ileadmg. measure Jbe inky jeoomniend, and i am instrmitf^ in good 
faith to give n)y idd to maintain- this creed. 

f Iliese instmctions I oanndt and will not obey. So hr fiEom it, ixtj 
creed upon these points k:% . ' • ^ ' ^ *' * , 

1^ Thatk the .power oreir the pnblic pnrse onght to be constantly kept 
nnder the- control of the l^fdatnre. 

8d« Xhat th^ patronage as Veil as the ezpenditives of thb AecoMTc ave 
abeady.too larg^ and onghtto be redn'ced. 

$d, Th4t instead of sfirrendering ti^e ^rights of tiie States to any portion 
of the.pnblic' moneys, they pn^^t to adhere* to those rights, and*in dfM 
sefBon provide fbr a ihir diatribtttion of the land ftinds';. and* 
; .X<|stly, for nQ consideration ought ife to i4;pree ihat any otiber .portion 
^of the legislative pcrwer shall be vested, e^h^r directly or indirectly, in 
tiie President save that whi{)h ia'alread^ vested in him*by the Oonstita* 
tion of Ae Ux4ted States, , . ' ^ , . ^ 

At last, no persoii cai^ help" aeeing that tiie' d^erence betwjeen yoor 

honorable b9dy and myself Is, th4t yon-wishipadd^to the powter and 

patronage of the execntiye, I wish to lessen his power and patronage. 

' On the decision «f this contest 'by the AmerioAi pe<^le, in my opimon, 

' the libertyspf the conutr): depends. Should yonv CBsed prevail, tiire long 
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Ihe whole, l^gwlaiive power, vested' ia pnngreflB by the -OdiutitatJoi^ 
wiU be traDsferred, BobstanUally, to the FrMid^nt, and the only nse 6i 
Congress will be to Hamd betwiin the JPrttidmU and p^blie odium^ w)ien 
laws are enacted which are disapproved by the peoplei ' * 

In addition to this, the election x>f .State officers, and State legisUtioo^ 
will be regulated according to ^e will of the exeoutiTe of the Union. 
Should mine prevail, the States will retain th^ powers they now. possess; 
the powei^ of ttiA federal government wUl reioain divided into ^tifEerent 
departauents in snbstanee as well ss form. 

Which t>f these credd^will best secure the 'liberty, the hap^ness and 
prosperity of tiie people, I cheevftxHy submit iTor decision to tlxe JS^umen 
^ TeiMMuee.' • * ' • 

Tn Snglitod, this would be thecommon odntest between the p^eroa/aiifjfi 
^ the ermon and tive privileges t^ the people, fhbse .malntalhifag your * 
^de Woqld be odded' kMri^^ those maintn^ng mine woold^ be called ' 

Here %b1s a'eonttot between (he patronage qf" the Ptetvient- and th6 
right qf tuff^e ((f the. people, I wiU not at present* ^ve those. who 
maintain yoqr creed tny nom^— yon may -^ve those who maint<iin> mine 
any one' yoii choose. * j 

. " Names are nothing with' me," M.f 'motto] is, '" Principles .in prefer- 
ence to. men f^' while I sometimes Aink that of some of my oppon^titfl 
ought to be, ^^Hen without principles;" though I^would be sorry tb 
intimate that anch a motto would suit ytmr honorable body.' 
.J shall, trouble yon .with no Airther observations on th4»e'im*por€ant ' 
(topics. It has been* my «im to stsftb my bpinioos' with candor, and io 
maintain them with firmness ; but^^at t^e saptie time, to treat yonr 'hon- 
orfeble body with the -most perfect ^r^peet. 

; I was called to the service of my* State, fifteen yelinr ago, without any 
solicitatfen oh my.'part. ' With reluctance! accepts the' high station I 
now occupy. I hav^ been -conthmeld iii 'it, perhaps, too lodg Ibr. the ' 
interest of the cotmtry. I have beeit thrice elected, by tlie un^itnou^ 
vote of yonr predeo^^rs. My services hate b^en rendered in tiipes of ' 
high party excitement— sometimes tbreatedng to h$r9t ifstmcte t^ himde 
of this ZPnion^-esid your resolutions contain the high ^eompliment that 
bitter political opponents can . find Only a • eoHtarf ' wte'^worthy) i^k tiielr 
jttdgnaenti. of ** wigiiali^ condem n a ti o n ,''* 

1 hope it will be in yohr power to seleot a snooessor who ok\ bring 
into the service of the State more taltots^I feel a proud oousdou^ess, 
tbut more purity of intention^ or mor^ipu^tmitting industry, he noeef eeani ' 
'' For (A41 eaike ^plaee^ IwiU never oHnge tp pinoer. Ton have iQStruote4 
pie to do tiio^ things wt^ioh^ epterlaini^ the opiniohs I do, I fear I ' 
ironld not )t^/orgl9en/or^ either in thie wrldpr ^ the next; and prao^ 
tittBg npou tJie efleed I bave kmg prog osse d, Irhu^by t^jOdec to y^ my 
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r9fl%iuiUon of th6 trtMt cojafided to iqe, as one o€ tiie aenaton from the 
Btat»of:T^imeMee to ^e06ogi^(tfUio United Btatea. . 

' Allow me to add my^i&oore player tiiat tlM Qoyernor of'the UniTene 
may ao' oyer-role cw dimem ums atU mcwre tk^ Ub&rtf aikd promote <l« 
ft&tpiHiiif qf imt^ etnmi^an ecnititMefttK 

I have the honor to he, gontlamen, \ • 

* Tour obedient aerrant; 
♦.•••' Hu. L. Wrnn; ' 

B k tali O^ambtt, Jam, 11, tati.^ 

After which he proce^edt^d qaid:, •* \ 

A. 

« 

Mr, Flr«aident---I ha^enow finiahedmy taak; henc^orth, I am tooeaae 
being a member o( itap body^ I cannot share witji former asaeciateSytbe 
hmOTB^ fiieprif^leffety or itkeem^himcnU of a 8enatoi*'in.the QongresaoC 
the. ¥ni ted States.- - At the same time, I will b^ relieyed from my portioo. 
of the lofkiny and from,^haring;w[th yon the high r^tpoiMtilUia which 
l^eoesaarily pertf4n to the station. 

In t^ing my ieaVe of yon, ifk th^ ntmost sinoerity my payers Mr^ that 
collectively and mdiYidoally yon maybe enabled' to, pnrsne a cootm^ 
Which wiil. afiord yon the hi^efit opinforts m this .lifi; and that^yoor 
labors «nay be so blessed as to^ secure yon the gratefot remembcanoe of 
fbBpreaentifQd #11, succeeding generation^. - - ' 

• * 

/ • • • 

Hjul r^tir^mefit froin tjie, Benate ia thul dcaeribdd b^ the co^rres- 
pondent of tke '' Enozyille Tim<to:^' - 

. 7A)nmratfoir,J(t«.llA. > 

Xh^ Hon. J[ngh J^ IIThite r^signe^ his seat m.the Seiuite to-day. The 

- Senate chamber was crowded with members <^ the House, and th^ g|d- 

lerles thronged with citizens and straogers Mtending to see thia Teterui 

Statesman quit the field in which he had so long and so £uthfuUy toiledL ' 

. Speakingof his letter to the 4egi8latoe,th9' writer aaya: . 

. Itis a most able piiper, living 8(t its condnribn a short irevlear <Kf his 
politic life. It' was receive in the 'most^plf>fonnd ^lence, and created 
deep filing,' >'*His remarks on the reeolotions of ifie ie^slatare'inatarocting 
him to TOte for and sustain the letiding measuM of the i^dministratioa 
were rfty severe. He tbbn bade adieu to. the sbnsitors, teiideriog- them, 
individnaHy .and ooUectiTel^, his ^best wishes for . their hi^p&nes^ and 
remarking he had bow! do sBare in the honors of that body, and was 
exshsed fromiany'parClcip^tion in 'its labors'. ' . Jndge White's old friends 
went op a^d atiook him cordially by the liaod, as ^ atood' by the Jirv- 
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j^lm^ in,Tie97 ^ everjr pAe, and eziv^wed Am regret Jtt ^i(rti]^ .with^ 
•Q " old sQldier,^ vho h^ so fiuthf^y served his country. Mean*s. Ol^y/ 
SoQthard, and Freston were aqoiong tiie lestb . It. was a proad day in the 
bistocyof Hngh L^ White., be h^ left thet Senate with ttie. pleasant 
eonsciqiisness of having neves £idled'in his duty ip the people. His hknd^ 
are not spildd with, the p«hlio,pliuider,npr |iis heart stained .with either 
JtreasoEl or hjpoorisj^, Ha4 the old .fanners of Knox — ^had the/people 
of Ttopessee witnessed the soenti how woidd. their oyeshaye flashed 
with TOfooiis indignittion^ and their lips, muttered of ftitnre revenipe^l 

. Hie <^Natf ooal Intellignioer^ thnij notioep Jiidge WJiite^a le^ 
ment: 

The Benate bhamber has rarely presented a tone of more sciletnii 
tnteMt than that .exhibited jMerday by the iMgnatioir of Jndge White. 
Xhe miivennl ^timatiba In ^hieh this venerible* citizen wai held by 
kneni of all parties^-bis long seryioter-the unquestionable honor, of hd 
'eharsoter, and his antique sternness .of virtae, oombi&ed to make him, at 
such a moment, the otfject of peat and jnst intet^ni. ' An4 well was this • 
interest sulrtained by the able, eloquent, a^d dignified dooument, which 
he 'read, to* the prbfeundly ^attehtiVe Senate. < There has f^uely been a 
more soledm saori&ce up6Q the altar 6f party, . ' 



A (Correspondent of the "Pincmnaii Gaiette," wrltinji^ as arretiied 
'dtiseii of Cam^U county^ tlipa qpeaks. .of Judge '^i^te's letter of 
resignation: . ' «, 






MB...£DnN>B: Altfaou^^ an obeeore indiTidtaal, of ji vemoto spot hi 
Campbell County, £y., there oooasldnafly ftJJs intp' my hands a newa^ 
paper, by private conveyance. Somediys si^oe a gentlvnan of N^wperti 
&y., haniled nie your piq>er'o( the 6th inst^ iif whi(^ wae pubtisHed the 
Hon. Hugh L. Whil^^s letter of rei&gnation to the legislature of Tennessee. 

This letter-dr Judge White's is a staromg dooumentr It is coudied.'in 
terms which show the grei^tddepth of liis intellect, and the inoormpii* 
bili^ of his heart. As^ mpoii of the great politittd heresies of the dsy, 
lt*is pre-eminent. Bis strictures upon ^e spirit of -th% Tennessee, resolu* 
tions ere so palpable, that the absurdities ar^ made nlaniftst even to ^ the 
Wayhring man J" 

What does the ladgoage of the Teimessee .resoltltiona convey, but t^e 
precise doctrines of piuMive obedience uid* non-resistanc^ whidi came 
into refute immedlMelj^ af)^ the abdication .of Biohard Gromwel^ and 
vpon the^aoceesion of Oharles IL to the thijbne of England* This tasal- 
age waa t>ppbsed, indeecly by the enemies of the crown, and here (1^60) 
wedatotheoHginof thedistinotionof whigandtory; the whigi oppoa- 
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ifig tlw orcMm, tiie.torioi adyoeatSng it. Bat in Judge Whke we IM a 
senator who was not that pUant ^oophanf, that, ^^ for ihe sake^of pHaoe,^ 
ifonld yield ills prin^lplea and b^me tiie pene tool^ oi^ the Preeident. 
B^^olfing ^e oortnpt luad dangerons tendency «f liie reflations, he 
ppiimed^ Infh indignaVion, iheiv proposiUlons, anft hy Us resignation has' 
given Tennessee fh» opportnnlty to fill his ^laoe with some One ,mo^ 
flbxible and temporiciBg. Bnt in his response, hi has exliibited &ct8 
Whiish deserve the deep*oontemplatioa of every Am^ri^m ei^ueh/ He 
*has shown (liat'Siilimissiveness to the President's will on the paft of oar 
legislators, <Nr their oonstittfents^. wonld bnt presage the ipreei of oar 
boated- repnblic. TeA 1 it wool^ bnt aogor the speady* dsstmotion of jdl 
that^jenders as happy and free.-' 

i . . • . . . . 

When Judge White's letter t>f resignation wia r^. bel6i« the 
House df BepresentatiVtBS of the' General Assembly on tha. 28th Jan^ 
Oeneral; Jaeolis rao^ diat the lettef be entered at larger dpon tiie 
jotirnala, which motion was i^ceompanied by Che following jemarks : 

Vr..8pKAKSB: t lieqilest the indulgence^ of the Ilouse.fer a single 
moment whil6 I^pxake a ^w remarks ip relation to the Individual who is' 
the subject (^the resolutibn which I have just had tl^e honor of subtnit- 
ting ; to the adaption of whlchiil trust Ihere wilt not be a single dissent- 
ing voice. • ., . ' 

( iflsh not, I inljend n^t^ sir, 6n 1^ occasion to arouse \ single part^ 
IbeH^g, or to add 4 sofitat^ splinter to tM i^tioaf flame whidi is already 
bumluj^ with too intense a heat among us.- I ^ould do ioijustioe to- tfie 
distingnidied author of the communication which has' Just been^ read^ as 
well as^ nff own feelings, wei^ I to attempt to do io. ^ With the.aet #f 
themi^pnty of the legislature qf TiMineesee, which has e<mipeUed blm to 
ieitreih>ny the Senate tiT^ United States, 1 have nothing, at this tims^ 
to do ; it i^ beft)|« the.tribuilar.of the pebple whom we repteeent^ and it 
li their, provlnoe-to pass Judgment upon it. ^ ' ^ ' -v 

in my bf^yhobd^.Mir. Speaker, Lwas taught to retefenoe the naf&e of 
Bugh L. WUte, and I haVe 'lived to witness the^ reality of all that tey 
youthlhl tma^^iiiatioii had piotured of .this truly good and great man. t 
liave kuDwli him intinmtely^A)c mpiie than twenty years : I ^ave seen hiVn 
at the bar, on the bench nf .the Supfenie Oourt of ijie State, ahd on the 
floor of Congress : I have known himi in the domestic and sSNoial drels^ 
and in the heat and funn<rff of poljitioal agitations, aiVd can bear tsstiradny 
to his claims to the character of aprothund laWyi^, an able and impaiv 
tial jodge, a .oonsistent pdrtioian, a jpuT« patriot, afid an>oneft mani 
I have see^ him under islroumstanees tiiemost trjrUi^, and amid afflictio&i 
the mostsevere, when one after another, o^a numerous, most interestiBg 
and amiabk fiunily wer6 out off, in the prime of youth, 'and 7et has 
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ASTer 1)eflii aliseQf frop^ his poit, or swerved *lhmi the pathi of duty and 
Motttod^ VBold, ftnD, lO^nly and indepetid^t, both in bin private tM 
pOlttioal dapartmetft ;' poneaAnf- an inlifenect, dear,- powevfiil and diacrinrf* 
noting ; j>ixre, spotleaB and nncontaminated by the pqllntions of partjr, and 
nnawed by the strong arm of power, tiiis venerable s^ateeman has kept 
^> the even tenor of his way,*] regardfU only of his country and his o6nn« 
try's good. He has nev^ otinged for Atot^ or sfamlik from responel' 
bility ; he has never .feared^ anything bnt dbhohor, or loved anything 
better* than his. oonntiy. 

Nor, slr^ is his private character less' pone and imercfptienable, than 
his po)ltlcaI:capsei has been ooffeistent and patriotic;. Hie record ^lf his 
private life dbes not Mthibit a single apot or blemish. Na' violsftion of 
promise; no sin 1^ ingratitude;^ no act of ettortion; nothing illibenU, 
nnmanly^ imn^oral, or dishonest,' tram his infancy to the present momenti 
Cfm rise ttp in' jn'dgme'nt agaibst him. . His friends, his neighbors, his 
acquaintances, aU^ all rev<ere him; aronri^'hiiji kre entwined the strong 
oords of their affecUon, 'and nothing biit the hand of death dm unloose 
them. ' • 

By the d^berate act of the majority of this legislatare this tpoormptable 
dtizen, thi^ Tenerable patriot. has been compelled to retire to private 
life. His political race b ran; and' in the coarse of human events his 
earthly pilgrimage, in a very few'yedrs,, '^ill also be terminated; apd 
when' the waves of oblivioii shall have swept over the l^fesent, and the 
party feelings and political excitements of the. times shall have become 
hA^ed ifito a calm; T^hen the prejudices consequent on this state 
of things shall have bedn consigned to the **Tomb of the Gapnlets^*^ 
and sober, dispassionate Judgment aAd reflection I'esume their sway, 
fbll and ample Jtist|ce wilTbe done his character. He has served his 
cbcintfy forty j^Bars'and, in the name of this venerable stateaman, and 
incorruptible patriot, sihd on account of his long and fSutUful services, I do 
most respectfully ask tliet this Hoose will spread .upon its Journals the 
communication which has just been read, that they will admit to record 
this last will and testament of his political ezHtenbtf. 

i^The motion was carried )>y 47 to 26 votes: In the Senate a similar 
motion wsa made and rejected by a -vote of 18 to 11.'* 

To show that the people dfd not sanction the course of their represen- 
tatives towards their sraators, we have but to read the preamble and 
resolutions adopted by a whig con vention which met at^KHoxvIlle on the 
10th Feb. 1840. This convention was composed of delegates from the 
various countiea of East Tennessee convened for the purpose of nomi* 
Dating electors for tlie districts, of East Tennessee and the State .«t ' large. 
Judge White's name was placed upon the latter ticket ; and that, together 
with the other proceedings, certainly noay- be considered an indicatioa 
of .tlie sentiments of the people whom he had so long and fiuthfhUy 
aerved.' 



.Wbereas, we ha,ye reoentiy seen.with mingled feefiogt ef regret and 
faidigiuttioii) an old, faithfbl and yell-tri<ad pablio eeryanty the grater 
.portion of whose life ba84>eei| spenfrin tbe ootiin<H]8 of his ootmtiy/ pio- 
foribed by the blin^* infiuyate .seal of &cdon— therefcn^ 

JSetohed^ That the Bon. High. L. White be invited to meet hie £ut 
Ttaneseee fiienda in Knozyille, at aoch time aa mliy anit bia oonyenieiioe^ 
and partake with them of a barbeene^ to hf^ prepared for the oooaaon. 

£e$ahec^ I^t the presiideutt of tfae'conyenticMi ^zpreaa to Jndge 'WUte 
the ki)^ feelings mod grateful reooUeotions of the meHiben 4tf tbiB eoa^ 
▼ention^ and tender, to bim the invitation to the oo^temp)ated feetiTsL 

BetQloid^ That a committee of thirty beappoipU^ by the prestden^ to 
■aperintend the neoiesaxy arraitgements for the prcpesed barbeotie. 
. The preamble and resolutiona .were adopted, bnt Jndge "Whitis's hellth 
waa too /eeble on his return home to aooept the flattering and* Mn^, invi- 
tation imd reo^ve the gratnlations of h^ manj^ wann ftiandau' B^t he 
placed die higheat estimate Qp({^ theif attentionA. 
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The Hon. William 0, Preston presided ; ti bis right and left -nen 
mtted Hngh L. White and Henij Clay. One might easily have belieted 
that h^ lived in times eqoaUed only by the best days of the repnblie of 
Rome for here were senators of more than Roman yirtne. There stood 
the aged Gato with the crown of martyrdom on his heifed — ^MUiisbed 
from the connotls of hiseonntry^, yet firm to blaOutii, and iniezible in 
tmth. 

Messrs. Dayisof l^usachnsetts, Biddle of Pennsylyania, Gen. Waher 
Jones, QoL Qeorge Jf ashington of Marylifaid, and Mr. CSorwin of Ohio, 
acted fUB vice-presidents on the occ^ion. . > * 

It wa^indeed a brilliant sc^^e. Th^ rich chandeliers tivewa blaze 
of light over the extensive room, which wns tostefdlly decorated with 
evergreens, and wine gnsl^ed forth from the bbtUe, and mirth .from^ t^ 
heart. 

Bat there was yet higher banqnetting. 
• Mr. Preston, the president; said ; — • .* 
• ^ I rise to perform a very agreeable dnty.' fWe/are here to do hoDoT* 
to a manwJ&ose private worth has commended- faiih to omr aflectfoD% 
and whose public services-challenge onr. approbation and gratitude. Uml 
YidssitudeB^f pHblid life liavei«m(^red him frqm a high stolon, which he 
has long filled in sach a way as to honor it, as mnch as it .had honored 
him. He ascended to it throngh various gradations of public service, 
both in Ills own Stale, aad.in. this government — at each step. displaying 
ab assemblage of hi^h and bsefril qualities— of Virtaes find of talents^ 
'whi<^ showed him capable of )i still more extended sphe^. 

^h life has been h pattern to stat^nften of an' honest aAd unflinching 
adhefenoe to piiifcipld. He came here toWashii^gton, ^e lovdid and 
Ifonored favorite of a great an& dominant party, who had the X)ower, imd 
the inclination to gratify all that his ambition might have aspired to ; 
biit when their .poHcJr no lohger .cohftnmed .to* his judgment, he surren- 
dered at' once the ftmiles c^ power for the duties of patriotism. . 
,^he punty of 'his. motives is vindicated. by ^e fact, that' he left the 
8bx>ng for the weaker . side. The vigor of his patriotism Is shown, by his 
willingness to Incnr for the sake of his ooiuitry, the displeasure of a friendte 
ttie moment of his power, to Whom, ia every. variety of hieibrtnne, throng 
■■ a long life Ife had adhered with a romantic fidelity. He quitted the palace 
for hSs principles, he gave-^hp the oourt for hi^ coun^,' He did bet 
"beUeye diat a palace sanctifies what without Its walls was iBprdiensible. 
H^ ^as of sterner stuff .than to * crook -fh^ pregnant hinges of the 
knee,' where '^thrift Ihigfat follow fawning.* With wtidbkb self-saorifioe 
he pursued the^steady tenOr of bisinrin^iples wherevelrthey led \fivi^ and 
hai^ permitted' me to preeent his 'nathe to you. I dbubf not it will se 
stand in after times:---' • ^ • ', ' "^ ' 

«*Hfta L. Wats. — Hm man and tiit itatofmao, without Iter and without r^roaeh.** 
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^ . Xbeee* remarks were delivered in the most finished style of oraiory^, and 
THien Mk. Preston prodonnoed the above seiUimeni,1t8 reoeptiop was 
liailed with lond and oontinaed ^^ huzzas^" Bot^when the vener^le (bnn 
of that'veteran statesouui, to whom it was addressed, was seen rising 
from his ^eat^ the welkin rang with ^>yet a lotider, and a loader strain.*' 

« * 

• 1 % 

Mr. Whi^ rose anfd aud : 

'"*GKMttiMKN : ' The most eloqa^t response I eoold make to the senti- 
jaents contained in yonr toast, would be to remMn entirely sHent. No 
language of which I am masi^^ turn convey an adequate Idea of th^ emo- 
tions produced by the expressibn of such sentiments, and the mim- 
ner in whicli th^ 'have been receive by this large and reepectabje 
assembly. At a time when I am h»ni8hedy^om the terviee pf my country^ 
without' any hope that I oati be longer useftd to any man, to find myself 
surrounded by so many men, whose friendship'and countenance, any man 
in any age br country, in *po88e^on of the most extensive power, would 
justly feel .proud o^ overwhelms me. Thanks; from my heart, I retuite 
' you, and it is probably the only return I can ever make, for your kipd- 
ness and attention. ^ > ' 

^* Weir^ I to go alone from the service of the public, I could find but little 
tb-negret. My country would be more ably served hy some one who has 
seen ftit^r yeart, [Cries of * never! never I*] Now in vyf sixty- 
seventh year, the last thirty-eight almost wholly spent In some 'pubHc 
dmployyient, little more could be expected of me; but, for .the sake of 
readung me, my Inte colleague must be made a victim likewise. [Cries 
of * shame r shamei^] ^e haSd served his St^ but one session in tha 
Senate, and i think all now present, who are acquainted with him, will 
agree' with me in opinion thi^t no man who nas entered that body in par 
day, made more friends in th^sametength of time. [*NoI noh^^] A 
nan of the strictest integrity^ with' a mind highly endowed and well 
cultivated, liided by manners pleasing to all' with whom-hq associated, .of 
untiring industry, and in the vigor cf life; had he been spafed, his State 
and the country 'at large, hacT much to hopie from his labors. For rayself, 
I am proud that my. State can, ifi fhy perwrn^ produce yet one mat 'Willing 
to be fiiade a ioerijice rather than BOcrifiee his print^les,^^ {Nine cheers I] 

Mr. Whit^ continued->-'^One thin^ may jet be permitted to me, and that 
is to beseech my State that when, hereafter, that *- monster,' party spirit,'^ 
shall eaU upon her to fumish^-a victim for, the altar, she may spare her 
younger sons, and let loose her blood-hbnnds upon some dia^ already 
worn put in h^ service, who may be found willing* to be offered up as a 
sacrifice, rather than stamp a^ hypocritical his foilner professions." 

Be next allude^ to his separation ftx)m the late Administration,' and 
nid — ^* IjThen my cobntrymen naked the use of my name, as a'oandidat^ 



for the Pnnidencyy and I gave nly oonaent, m^ destrneticm mm '^hSeraed, 
and faow was it t4> be efleotedl * In* no way bnt by driving me from ih% 
Administration; and. bow was tiiis.to be accomplished t^ I would not 
and did not abandon any one political principle, I had ever -prpfessed. 
The separation, therefore, conld^ only be brooglit about by the Adndnis- 
tration changing its practice in relation to every* great snbject, except 
that of removing tite Indians. It did so, wheeled to the right aboat^ and 
I kept on, directly in its fonner conrs^.^ 

[Mr. White was here interrupted by load bursts *of .applaii3e and con* 
firmations of his statement.] ^ . ' 

Hexontinifed — ^* That branch of the public service in which I labored 
most, related to the Indian aflairs. In that I, and the late Administra^ 
tion^ had stuck together to t)ie hkst, 'and tffe Indians are mositly removed 
from Georgia, North CarQlin|^ Tennessee, Alab^na, Mississippi, T^nimai|^ 
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, OImq, and Michig^.'^ And he aa^d, with 
boldness and empha^s — *^ Who dare charge me with failing to give mj 
best support both to the late and present Admioistration, on that great 
and interesting subject! Upon this sulject, I willingly leave my^ charao«> 
ter, to be settled by the testimony oi my colleagues, upon the oonunittee.* 
[A voice from a senator — *I am a witness.*] 

*^ I am thankful to my State, that she permitted me fa remsSn bei^ until 
h^r Indians were removed, and- oui^ lands brought into market, so that 
the State is now receiving into her treasury the proceeds oi their sales." 

[It u well kriown that Mr. WhHe has long been the able chainn^ of 
the dommittee on Indian''aflfairB.l 

" There is yet a most important pariof the great plan to be aceomplishejl, 
,and that is establishing a pli^n for their gqv^nihent, by which they ean 
be inade secure among themselves, apd the neighboring whiiea r^dered 
safe from any of their d^redations, and one upbn which they can be 
dvilized and cliristianized! ^ - . ' 

^^'This latter object the committee h§ve ^ endeavored t6 aooompIislL 
They have for several sessions, reporteSl a bill, and had it passed, in the 
Seniite. They at first had the aid a^id sanction 6f the Administration for 
the mel^ure^ Now,. however, it has got off the Jackson track, (laughter) 
aA4 is discountenancing the measure, and what the President wishes 
done, the Lord only knows. (Loud laughter.), / do not know, .and he 
' has not. deemed it necessary. In his labored message, to give us a vfi«M 
hint upon the Subject * - 

^* A high responsibility rests upon the executive, and to my old asso- 
ciates I say, if this subject be not faitkfrdly attended to, and delicately, 
as well as ^bly managed, we will, J. fear, ere long witness the \iiu6 of 
war« from one end of our southcon frontier to the other. 

" Before th0 year closes a Ohief Magistrate is to be elected for four years, 
sucoeeding the 4th.Mflih>h, 1^1.. 'Sinoethe respeoti^' parties have 
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Upon tfa^ candidates, I have amongst yo% said nothing as to whom I 
ahoBld prefer. 

V^ Upon this sabject I do not wish to he non-^omndttaL- Neither of the 
gttitlemen named would Iiave been mjr choice. I wonld greatly have 
prefen^Bd the distingpished gentleman from'Kentooky, now near-mei. 
(Mr. diaj bowed — ^tihe whol^ company rose as by one frnpijhe, and gave 
three deafening cheers at the mention of this great man.) 

^ Upon soiQe snljeots, lie and I did not agree \ bnt nppn the same points, 
I disagiM iirith the. present Chief Ma^trate also. Most of these have 
now ceased to be pradtical. Upon the great subjects: now practical, I 
ooineide heartUy with tfaiat gentleman, and disagree with Uie present 
inenmbent Had he continued a candidate, I would have given him a 
cordial support His 'talents, integrity, *and past iBerYices,.in trying times^ 
at home and abroad, entitle him to* it -His qualifications^ wd d that 
order which would have made me ftel my country safe, under his admiil- 
istration. de would have been as great, if not a greater man, than amr 
one called* to his aid, and therefore' could not' have been jnisled by any 
pretended friend,* m or out of his cabinet * • ' ' 

^ I once exerted myself in favor of an intimate acquaintanee, i^ whose 
honesty, decidon, and knowledge of human character, t had unbounded 
coi^dence. I believed a defective knowledge of what wiaa in books, 
could te supplied by calliilg in the aid^ of enlightened and honest mea, 
and tiiuff tbe weU-being of the Ceinmunity secured* ' 

**I Was disaj^inted, and determined ne^e^ again to make such' aai 
etperiment 

. ^^ General Hhrrison is>by birth a "^iginian; hb &ther was a patriot, 
and signer at the t)ed%r8tion of Independence; At an early ^ge he joined 
the army, and was. distinguished under the gallant .Wayne.' Preceding 
and duriilg'the last war, we find- him battling with the savage foe ai 
Tlppeei^oe; then with the combined British and Indians at ^ort .Meigs, 
and finishing in a blaze of glbfy at the rivei< Thames. 

^* These important services, no man can doQbt "Ebbal and documentary ' 
testimony establirii them beyond contradiction. 

^ In the civil department,* his services have been* still more. useM. • He 
was governor, and su^rintendent of .Indian afiEairs, north we^t^of the 
river Ohio, ever a tract of country of .immense extent Look at your 
Indian trMy book, and you will -ftnd liim'the able negotiator of ipanj 
Indian treaties. He waa a delegate in Oongress, a member of the House 
of Bepresentatives, and afterwards, a member of the Senate, and finally 
a minister, to represent us in Spanish America. ' * 

** In each of those stations, be was useful and conspicuous. He probably 
had control of millions of dollars of public li^oney, and not one dollar .did 
he squander or misuse. He gives the highest evidence of hon^t integ« 
rity. Althougii frugal, he is poof^with not more ready money than his 
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HfeewitiM require.*^ [Mr. WMte j^ere aaidf be had detailed the ttmymj 
long enough. Crieft of "Nol nol gooni goon!^ ^ 

•He oontinaed-:— " Whel are the servioe^of his opponent, in nilitaiy or 
eivil Ufet He haa been long a pnbllo auui^ aqd I wiah I oonld find 49e 
pf hia fri^nde, who^oonl^ point me t6 any one, great measnre, ttenefidal 
to Ilia eonntrj, of whioh he was the author. 7n, and qf hkmeif he is 
enjtitled to less standing than almost any one 'of hia ^arty -who ia* at all 
distingniahed. . . . s 

^^Takejfrom hind the Importanoe he haa acquired^ by glndnghimsdf to 
Gen^^al Jackson, and there ia nothing of pnblioLoliaracter left, which any 
man need ^envy. He ia a feeble g^mmeridig mahlighti which when the 
' §eonM Of Genmal Jackson, from which «we haver a bri|^t reflectian, is 
wlthd^wQ [roars oi laughter] nothing- ia kft^ by wUoh anything useful 
oan- be diaoovered. * / ^ 

^^ When we*are to choose men/for office, we oopiinonly Judge of wl^it tib^y 
mU.do by what thay Aoes done, Aa General Harrison has been found 
JionesC and capable herei<^0]%, I am willing to trust him again. As be 
has otten'rUked his Ijft for the country, X Bsd willing to ri$k my vets Cor 
Um. [^^Boare wet soar^we,.«^</"] « • ^ , ., 

'^ With a heaH M oi gratitude^ Tor all .past kindneas, I h«re onelast 
&vor to askr— ^hat yoaJ(Mn me in the aentimeqt with'Which I doae : — 

^ . • • • ' ' ' ' 

** <mr oo tmU y Maj ermy whig «Und prepArcd to b« 'oflhvd vp, Ma iscrl^ §oir the vd- 
- hn of the republic, 'In preferenoe' to wltti6M)nf &• nerlfio4 of tbo ophite tntcnH, lo ihi 
•ifraiidlMmiMofadSdili^vldolli." / * , • 

This is 'but a (unt outll!tie-i«n imperfect sketch^-^of thd elofuent 
remarks of Judge White. They were reoeived with marked interest and 
the UAOst' enthusiastic applause. 

Having taken Jiis seat,- hia frienda And feUow atatepnen thronged 
around him oiyse piore, to shdce the hand of hiih whom they ioyed lo honcir, 
and whose pid)llc ser^ices^ if denied him. by his own State, demand the 
* gratitude of our common country,, 

•Vice President Pavis was then ca]le^upon,an4,lfadsadiU8etta was ably 
reprinted. - Aftft a few brief -and 'appropriate reniariu, he said— 
^^ that the old Bay State, had gottei^ drunk on fifteen gallona, but was just 
getting foberJ*^ He alluded, in a glowing. stn(iD, to. the mists that 
shrouded Bunker HiU — ^bnt they were soon dispersed. It.ia true, that 
donds now oVershadaw Masaachuaetts, but they too would soon be dissi- 
pated,' and the %ohig$ again would triumph. 

He concluded by offering t^nd following sentknent :-^ 

. ** Th4 grtai WM-r8be Ium iptftirled bor tmiuiar intho Qr^ Whl^ Omm ; m «ftA goes, jo 
gooi ih4 Country/* • ' • . ' * ' 

Loud and repeated calls were here naade for Mr. Clay, from ereiy 



^mtfter of the TOorn, and wken he arose^ he was greeted widi than* 

d^n of ^yphiase* . • 

He spoke, with deep feeling, of the occasion which had called 

them together, and delivered' a most eloquent a&d apprppriata eulo- 

ginm on the character and virtifes of the late venerable senator. He 

denounced with an unsparing hand, the ruinous, policy. Qf the part 
and present Administration, add' briefly .alluded to GeneralJack^ou 

as **ftie distinguished person of the H^rmitage.^ He referred to the 

fiarrisbttig convention, and said that the result of ithe deiiberadons of 

thai enliglitened body, met hia meet hearlj. and ooidial ^prebalioii. 

In oonolnsion, he gave a sentiment:-* . 



•• lUr TiMMttM yvt: IMTD to kooor Md do }ailloi to hor 4MlM9iiMlMi^ vhonjbr a« 

■ilrtnTrm oootm, ibo hM cpinpellod to quit tho cooncUs of his cpantzr.** 

>'. . . • • . 

Mr. Gay^s remarksi though few, were received with gr^t and 
miiversal iicclamatioo. They were worthjf of him and ot the oooa* 



Mr. Pnatonwas ben cdled iqK>]i^ and ia addition to his intro- 
dactory speeeh, made some eloqaent remafks; ^ndiick I segret for the 
present I ani unable to fiimish yon. 

Vice-president Gorwin of OhiOy bebg called on by the preudenti * 
rose and saidl— ' ' 

• He responded to the call with feelings of mingled ^nmph and regret 
Hie had listened to the noble and patrioiio sentiments which ad honoi^ 
guest (Jodge Wbite) expressed with no common interest. Mr. President, 
said Mr. Oorwfn, a ^eat ethical writer of integrity, baa sud that the noblest' 
sight ever .exhibited to the eye of man, is that of a great patrid strug- 
^ing and fslling with the falling institutions ot his oounti*y. We see 
before us, one of the oldest, most beloved, and fidthful of the Ami6ri^an 
patriots ef our tim^, nobly sacrificing station, -and power, and the means 
of serving His country in' its public councils, to his own stem regard for 
a great principte. VTe see Mm driven by his old associates, either to for- 
sake hi» and their former^ principles, or himself to surrender the station 
he holds in the public service, fte has not hesitated, stf t if he had, he 
would have proved false to his own history, fUse to his country, falne to 
himself. It is melancholy to see selfish Motion, oombined with execu- 
tive power thus even temporarily sucoessfid, in their most unhallowed 
fvrpoees. . 6ti1l, as I have, said,' sentiments of triumph are inspired, 
wheoL' we behold sueh martyrs lUIing in our cause. If human nature is 
not changed, if pa^ history has noi ceased to instmet In the fttm^ then 
aoeh a cause as oue, so sanctified by prindiflei so 'consecrated 'by sacri« 
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llo«^ 90 lOvstrated ^ the men who sostain and adhertf to It, mtutj/rimflk. 
Sir, I only rote 'to expreis in. a few wBfds, my liearty and atncere 
oon<ikirrenee in the selitamenta of high regard for our v»Berable friend 
(whose retireipent has called ns together), whieh have echoed 'from every 
quarter of this crowded hall. A gentleman fit>m.Ma88achaaett8 has to- 
night alluded to the banner oi our party lately unfuried in the '* great 
West" As a citizen' of the Weati I eannof; Imt feel some pride that the 
atandard-bearer of that host of battle &r constitutional liberty, is taken from 
amongst the dtizena of ^y own State, and let me assure yon, Kr. President, 
let partisans ^om any quarter say what they will, throughout the whole 
extent o^ that grieat West, Tiotory, -proud and cot^lete tieiory awalta 
that flag. Mr. President, we have met here to do honor and homage to 
one who has nobly saorifioed self to duty, who ha6 turned away fix>m old 
friends and olong only to his country. Sir, I see before me others, who 
in a sphere less conspicuoos, bnt with a courage not leas unyielding and 
ateady^ have fought the same battle, and conquered. Men, who, in oppo- 
altlon to great names, and what was thought overwhelming influence, 
did not hesitate, when their country called, to defy names however great, 
influence however powerful, and old associates however strong. Sir, 
when I look ardund this hall, and over this country, I see in our cause, 
end those who sustain it, the.snie indications of fntmae and speedy tri- 
umph. I remember, s|r, wh^n a boy, to hfive listened with strong inter- 
est to the narrative of one who had been present at tjtie battle of the 
Rapids,' where C^n. Wayne finally vanquished the Indiaii forces in the 
Korth- West, and gave peace to a widely extended fit>ntier settlement. 
The old soldier said, that whilst the battle was raging hotteptf many in 
that witg. of the 9fmj where Jie was, were beginning to feltier and 
think of a retreat. Just at the moment when this feeKng began to be 
prevalent, a young lieutenant, who was known as the confidential aid of 
old Jtad Anthony,. galloped up to the line and called to the ipen, with 
a voice that w'^e heard abdvci the rtfar of battle : ** Onward I my brave 
feUows I the enemy is flying, one fire more and the day is ours." Sir, that 
youi^ lieutenant was William Henry Harrison, now, the bearer of that 
glorious bamier under which, we wage war against usurping power, 
crafty peculation and blind hostility tp the good old maxuns of our 
fethers; . There are our fees — there are our country's foes ; let me exhort 
you in the language of the young lieut^ant— " 6W fir€ more, and the 
day is our^ 1^' ^ • , 

Mr. Evans of If aine behig called upon, said :-r- 

He appeared there in a repreaentative capadty^ and although he waa 
Bot generally much in fevor of the dootrine ef inatmctipna, especiany 
praotiaed, as it-has been, to drive from the aervioe of the oauntiy, al a 
oritidal period of its afiOdra/ okie of the mostTenerahle, dialingmahed, and 
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mmM of its public terwahtSy y«t he ackiiQwMged attd woM obey tiie 
infltractioos, which he (Mr. BO had received on the presrai occasion. 

It happened, Mr. Erans saM, that'althongh he wbb anxioos to nnite in 
this teatimonial to the worth of the honored gnest of ibis evening, he, 
accidentally, had ezpreased hia determination in the hearing of a fidr 
friend, Jnst before coming to the hall, not to obtrade any remarks or 
aeatimenta of hia own, npon the attention of the meeting. To this, the 
lady to whom he referred made decided objection, and finally laid com* 
Diands on him, in her behalf, to express* the sentiments, .wly<di according 
with his own she entertained for the pnblic character and private worth 
of the disdngmshed gtSiest^ in whose honor we are assembled. - The 
friend in whose behalf he spoke, was a lady of great classical and hia- 
torioal attainments, of varied learning, of acchrate taste, and Just percep- 
tion of the appositeness of comparisons — and her first thought was to 
propose a sentiment, alluding to the ostracism of the Jnst, fit>m the dty 
he liad served so long, and faithfully. - Tet a moment's reflectionr ang- 
gested the thought, that tlie allusion was so obvion^ that doubtless it 
would occur to many others also, and would be frequently made dnribg 
the evening. We, therefore, acknowledging the great propriety of the 
comparison, concluded to abandon the idea of designating Uie honorable 
senator as* the Aristides of tha Republic. The event has proved tMe 
accuracy of her observations, for the idlusion has been made more than 
once alroady, an4 all of us perceive its propriety. * 

It then occurred to her, to apply to our venerable friend, the cognomen 
of the Oincintoatus of our Oommonwealth. To which I objected, as we 
had already apt>ropriated the title to another, whom, by the blesnng .of 
Qod, the.pebple -of these UnitiBd States designed to call, not many montiia 
hence, from his farm, on the banks of the beantiih) Ohio, to thd executive 
mansion,. and the executive duties, here. My objection was deemed 
valid. 

My learned friend then su^edted that 19 the Ingratitude of the Repub- 
lic toward- this eminent servant,»he lk>re resemblance to Belisarins, among 
the last and most distinguished sous of the AndentJfistress qi the world; 
but we could not bring ourselves to confess, even so reteotely, that our 
country was yet in its last days of degeneracy and corruption. We 
looked forward to ^e day, now 'dawning,, when the pristine virtues^ 
our country would again be restored- and illnstrated-Ha c^y whieh our 
aged guest, we trust, will be spared to see and rejoice In. 

OomSng down to later days, and regarding the purity of the charabter 
-of our friend — knowing that he was without feat*, and without reproach, 
and if he is now to fall, he falls with his face ta the .«nemy, it was sug- 
gested to me,, that allusion might retj appropriately be made to the 
celebrated chevalier of thf sixteenth century, the ChevAlier Bayard, and 
was the sentimeiit I was fnttruetdd^ to oiler. . Anfi<»pating,.hQgi^evir| 
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from the nmiifeit fitoefls of the alliiiloii, tlut some other gmtldmsii 
might propoM it, beCbie I should havo th« opportaaftj, as has in fM 
happened, and to guard sgaitui bMng nnpreparad, in anoh an erent, 
▼arionsotiier relbrenceB wen inggeBted. In reoillingto mind the history 
ofemi]i«ntpatriotB,ttatasnienf aadpliflanthioplBtoof otherdajB, whereTcr 
worth, pnblio and piiyate, integrity without hlendah, p^fcriotiam pnie 
and nnaHoyed, )iad i^ipeared among men, or many points of resemblance 
«dsted, to whieh reference could be nuide, eo mnoh of all that was giori- 
ons and TalnaUe, and praisewortiiy in human charaoter, and eondnck, 
had been displayed and developed in the life of the eminOnt statesman 
who is about to leare us, that the great difficulty was from whidi to 
select 

We thought of Perldes, of Ibendatodes and Oato, and of the wise and 
good of later days, but cireumstanoes in the life of each, rendered the 
allusion not, in erery particular, literally ooireet, without some alteratioa. 

Finally, not to be tedious, I was reminded of the eiqnession of the mother 
of Brasidas, oyer his dead body, whioh had been brought lM»ne from the 
battle, where he so ^oriously feU. It was the answer of a i^portoa 
mother, "tenntesee- may, in some respects, in' the coming ocmtest be our 
Sparta, and although I see sround me distrngoished men of that State, 
and others'I know to be in the field net now here, they will ezonse me, I 
know, in^e sentnnent I was charged to offer, ibr altering somewhat tiie 
eikpression of the mother of the Spartan hero. 
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• A sentiment from General Thompson,, of South CaroUnay dicited 
the following reuHarks .froni Mr. Hab^rahem : 

Mr. President: The lienor which has just been conferred upon me^ 
was so whofly unezpected, thati feel mjNlf entirely unprepanM to make 
a suitable .aqknowledgment. I fed, however, ^t that compliment was 
rather extended for the State whidil here^in part represmt, than ibr 
any merit of my own. It is k fact whieh may have been Ibrgotten by 
m!iviy, perhape by most of the gentlemen at this table, that in the gresl 
eonftest' fbr the Presidency some three or four years ago, Georgia was 
almost the oply State which cast her yote in feyor of ,the yoierable and- 
distinguished mail whom we faaye met hereto honor. Sir, I look pert 
in thht contMt in behalf of that yenerable man, and battled ik the rsnks 
of his friends. Sir, as I haye said, Georgia stood admost alone in her yote 
fit that indiyidual. She stooc^ so, in support of that great principle 
which she ha| so often-terried out into practicer-4he great principle of 
ttnUificatiott. I mean nullificatioii inf its only true and legitimate mean«» 
lag: tl}e prinoiple df si^ts^ning the OoDsCitnttoa and tk» iow, iw pami' 



imfn un mmt M th^rrn^, Tt^ lir, ahe stood' in hift nqipoit to nwlntaiii thai 
principle, m fiir a» oiroamstanooe wonid permit 'Tie tme, that thia 
▼enerahle gnest had opposed that prineipie as aoted oat in Bonth Oai^ 
lina; hat of the candidates then presented to gnr choice, he was in opr 
^opinion, the man most likdj to stem th« torrent of cormption, to nudiH 
tun the rights of the Bonth^ and the intd|srHy of our helored ObnslitQtioiu 
Mi lUtd not ptimiM ^^ to /Mm m the /oot$t4p$,^^ 

8ir, on this prindi^ I and my friends had dared dso to stand forth im 
majntenaaoe of Carolina, in her gneat straggle for Gonstitational li^ts-i- 
in thtit straggle, we had fallen into a minority in onr own State, and the 
victory obtained in. behalf of Judge White, was the first wl^di graced onr 
banner, after a long s^es of defeats. .... 
* In maintenance of that principle Mr. Plresident, onee so dear to your 
own beloved <8tato oi Sooth- Oarolioa, I was sent here—and to inaintaiA 
it, I have eame hersk Te^ air, I and my colleagues hAve maintained it 
im an assembly here, more noisy and boisterons than this, composed of 
tlM» reprqsentatiTes of twenty-five States ahd the sixth of a State. Wo 
maintained Kew Jersey, \^ onr vote, in her straggle for thdbe Oonstito-* 
ttonia rights ci^ whiish she has been robbed. We maintained th« pito- 
e^^ in oor '▼oto in behalf^ the Ckmstitatian and the Itfvrs pipsed la 
porraanoe thersol^ 

I littlf dreamed, sir, when I came iiere, of the scenes I was aboot to 
witness. In the MS hall I saw, as it seema to me, a vuiagitijrot the 
representotives d the people, trampling under foot the sacred compact of 
oar Union. . -From that hall, I.ftessed into the other, at the fbMher end 
of the Oapitol, and there again, I witnessed a scene, which waa enough to' 
Quke the heart.of any man bleed, who reelected the ascred institatioBa 
of his country. I know- not that I have ever had my feelings so deeply 
entfted, a in witnessing the retirement of our venerable goest ftom hia 
seat in the Senate, which he had so long honored. Sir, he was at that 
moment obeying the mandate of his leg^lature; and, however f may 
differ with him on the right of a legislature to instruct, I could but com« 
mend him, for he was acting, honestly, and carrying out the principle 
which he himself had always maintained. Sir, in my humble opinion, 
this doctrine of instruction, as no# insisted upon and |mu)tisedf ia- 
destructive of that permanence and independence whidi theOonstitntion 
intended to seoore-in the Senate; I maintain the r%Qh$ tf tAs j payfs to 
intemst— bat it bdon^i mMv ^ ^ poopU m ikm/t oootmign ofipaeUi^ 
•Asn mH inOmv^mUion, Ilie leglalatare is .the mere agent provided by 
the Oonstitation'to elect a senatoi^^e is^ elected for sta years— 4he legie* 
latnre fot but omo. He rspHr eie nto the oovoiWiftUff of the Steto.ia the 
OmmoUo of the Unjan they, the sovereignty of the people, to ikiafce 
laws for the States ; they are both agente^for the people of tbe Stato— 
iteUher the giwst|»i<ii w t nor titejwy fa have given to the k^ the 
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right to diUaU to, or to eontrohthe Mnator, That figM tfttf f^opU ham 
mtmed to ihenmke9^ to he extremd in OofWOiUien ; and the attot^ to 
imtruet a $enator is «b voUrpatum hy the legielatare, of* the right 
•VMTCtfi to the people. The aenntor is not the agent of the hgielatum. 
The leginlatare is but itee^ rnn agent qf the people for eertain pwrpeete 
epee^fied in the Constitution of the Stater. The senator is the agent, and 
repreeentatiee of the eoveroigntg of the State in the Senate of theUmoa, 
and is ymly hound by instraction fh>m that sovereign body, the people 
pf the State^ to whom aton^ the right helonge^ and hy fohom dlonp it eatn 
he exereieed. 

But, sir, that yenerable man, that honest man, UM bimsdf bonnd to 
obey the iDstructions, and there, in that Senate Hall, I saw him ethnding — 
his grey loclra streaming over his shoalders — a tear, not of weakness, bot 
ct deep and manly feelmg, trembling in his eye — tihere he stood, while in 
fcremaloos tones of the deepesi feeling, he took, perhaps, a last leave of 
the aasoeiates with Whom •he had so long acted. It almost seemed to me 
as if that tear was abent to &U npon the very ashes of 4he Constitntioo. 
It seemed to me as if the last pillar of the Ck>n8titntion was abont to 
ommbto into dost — ^I almost imagined, that I saw ^^ the hand-writing on 
t^e wall." 3at Qod in 'his meroy has given ns time for repentanoei^i&s 
still spares ns from the wrath of his mighty indignation* « * 

Thns, at both ends of the Oapitol, in that self-same htAir did I witness 
what seemed to m^ the matter destrtaotion of the great compact of oar 
Union. I have 4one— I did not ^expect to make a speech at this board, 
and was iltterly unprepared te do so. I do trast that onr honored gnest 
may live long enough to -allow his State to do him Jogtice hf aending hm 
hadk to his old seat in the Senate/ I give yon,' sir, 
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Mr. Biddle, on a call from^ the president, aliudecl to the terms in 
which that lionorable gentlem|ui had himself deprecated, and for eome^ 
time eluded, a similar call on the plea of shrinking from an attempt 

to follow the eloquent addresses that had been heard. 

.0 , ' ' ' • * 

It looked a little like n^ockery, after a noble addition to the fomidaliile 
list, tQ turn round and make the present requisition. Yet he (Mr. R> 
was willing to believe that the feeblest echo of the prevailing sentiment 
might prove acceptable to the enthusiasm around us. H^ must, in can- 
dor, admit 4ihat he had no other sentiment about him — absolutely non»^ 
but the absorbing one of the evening — profound respect, and he mighi^ 
add affection-^rfor him whom they had assemUed to honor. 

It is not known, .perhapsjsaid Mr £.,. even to that gtetleman himidf 
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lldKfc lie sod t, lAxteen y«u« l^po, were ftUoV-UboreM fn t^e same pdUtl- 
qbI struggle, Yes, sir, in. 1884, 1 wSs amongst^ the' ardent sapporters in 
Pennsylvania, of Qen. Jadkson for the Predidencj. We were not led 
away, merely by military renown* Who has forgotten the lofty and 
noble principles of action announced. in the metnorable letters to Mr. 
Monroe t These letters were snrreptttioaBly obtained and pnblicrhed to 
do hitn prcjodice, yet, what a tnuppet-note of hope to the young and the 
saogdine I — ^What blessings, hi the perspecti vsf npon onr beloved eonntpjf, 
when patty, -with all its vileness, Its profligacjs, its frand, its idolatry, lis 
proscciption, was to be trampled into dnst tnth an. iron bed I 

It is not a little onrions to look back and.reeolleot who, at that period, 
were the most bitter and Tindicture^in their opposition to Gen. Jack- 
8on« * Whose ridicule was most pongent at his pretensions ? Who londest 
to dedare that his election ironld be a onrse to the country t Sir, they 
were tjie mere party hacks, the professional polHiciivns, who fomid' *mftt- 
ter for alarm in the very freshness, purity, and ingeituousness whiob 
' seemed to* brtath in every line of those letters. He was not a safe Prepl- 
,dent for them. Can it be denied that -the men who .thus reasoned; and 
with wluMU, in -Pennsylvania, we had to struggle, wetre afterwards rallied 
to the contest "by Mr. Ritchie id the South, Mr. Van Buren in the Nordi, 
and Mr. Benton in* the' West ? His supposed virthes were a terror, 'and it 
was not then«asoertained that his foibles and his passions '6oald b^ turned 
to profitable account ! . «. 

Sir, I well remember how often, in those days, tli^ name of Hugh L. 
White was upon our lips. When Gen. Jackson was denounced i^ a man 
of violence and outrage, we pointed to those who were Imown to be hia 
closest fHends, hia most confidential adyisers, and whose characten 
afforded a guarantee for the manner in which public affidrs wopld be 
eonducted. Need I say t^t foremost on the list was Judge White ? Al 
had beard of^ and revered, a name identified with profound wisdom, \qfty 
'honor, and tfdent patriotism. The s^ve^ and fij^ simplliaty of his li^B 
was believed to furnish the best security th,at human frailty, afford, 
against mutability amidst the temptations and blandishments of prosperity 
As a commissioper under the Florida Treaty, his r^ntation had, of lat^l^ 
been more widely diffused, for inde^tigal)le industry, unerring^ judgment, 
and spotless int^rity. It wiM known too^ that his high spirit (of^vc^oh 
some flashes had been seen to-night) would for ever prevent his becoming 
a tool of powef, or being approached by grovelling- and sinister influences. 
. At the end of sixteen years, I am in the presence of this* pnanl Mod 
Ix)^ crowded with great events fm, these memorable ^yean I Who aae 
now to be/ound in the pride of power and place^ under the protection of tL^ 
name of 'Jacksonf The veryspoilerB who trembled at tj^ lofty aspir%. 
Hon of his outset; bgt who foond, at lMigtli,..witl| ihe< cimfdiig of thiftli 
tribe,' that by ministering to hb passions he could be made to minister U 
their interest and advancement. And wh^reb our guest? The same as 



in 1824, mjchiuigedf nnoh^ogMbk ; -fidthfii] impngft the peTfldioas'; pirn 
amoqgst the sordid ; the yiotim of hia yirta«| -wiUi the erown qf mactfr^ 
demnpoa his brow!. ■ t 

. . Sir, it cannot be that saoh trinmpbe over integrity and >inoral -wortk 
ale to be perpetual. In those days .of the revolution, to whiob oar rtoe: 
rable friend has so tonc^ingly allnded, the prospect often seemed' darjur 
ana xnoAp .^palling. At Brandywine, our £;ithera had to ^to way before 
Eowe-^baokedas he was by the corps of Hessians, under EjiiphaqseB, 
and Oonnt Donppu The Oapital was taken. And may we not take ii 
as an omen, that he who in al|fcer yeacs became, the gn^ of the natioB| 
was on th|it occasion trodden npon nnder foot by mereenaries, and 4^0- 
perately wopnded, yet lired to take part ii^ the great triumph aft 
Yorktownt , . 

Mr. President, it is not for na, as I very well know, to rM4 lessons to 
the gallant State of Tennessee. Her q)irit would take l&re^ She will 
permit no inter^rence .with her domestic differenced It is for her and 
her &niy to qay, how she will regard this attmnpt to stigmatiae bv 
▼alterable statosinan in the high presence of this wholi^ Union. Denond* 
ation-fTom us would but woun4 the ear of our honore4goe0t, whokiAdlea 
at even .a sarcasm against Tennessee, from the lips oi atrangers. He has 
told us that he goes home with no^rankling in, hia boaemi but to seak 
vepese and /^ final xesUng«plaoe: — 

« An old fiuiB brokm wfih th« iloraii offlUU, 
• It dbae to lajr hk w^^rfbonm taipBf y« ; . . 
CKt« him A UtMft Mrtk A»f ohAiltf!.** 

Yes, he aslb but for & littje ear(h — yet it mu^' in chanty,l>e the earth 
of Tennessee. He would fain take his last sleep amidst those hills and 
strefLms and Tidleys that he loteeio dearly ; whefe each iAanimate object 
may often times cast back the gidw of other days upon the chUlness of 
age; and where stands, in sacred privlusy, the domestic ^tar at Which 
Ills heart has ministered from youth upwards! Ko, sir, no! tids is not 
the place for invectiye. Yet may we not hope that a better and a kinder 
ftefing will spiing up! Oan' It be thkt* this savage cry of exultation 
oveir ptostrfttd integrity, is to be for ever lieardf Can It be that, whila 
the hearts, even of strangers^ weep at this spectacle of degradation,' it 
shaU be ^oated orer in triumph by those who arb the friends, the nfeigh- 
bo!^ the daily compapions of the victim f ' I will not beHeve Itl ^ 

Qur excellent guest is abont to leare us. Let him on his return, 
appeal, I will not say from Philip drunk to Philip sober, but -from the* 
Jaoksonism of 1889, to the Jacksonism of 18241 Can we d6ubt tliat on 
such an appeal, .justice, good faith, consistency, fidelity to principle, may 
be triumphantly ralUedf • Sir, I will not despair ; and, in view of such a 
resqirection (if ^ou will pardon the' tenh) I propose to yon 

1 Mi||BjMiifvakst«of 
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8009 ftftbr tlie fleene jmt dworibed^ Judge Wliita Mt out for home. 

At ahnoBt every step, he -was greeted with spoi^taneoiu ind hearty 

applaiud, At LeiingUnkj Va., 4 public din&er vaa tendered him, the 

aeceptanee of which, howerev, in consequence o(^ the uncertain state 

of his health and the long jourdey before him, he Was oompelled to 

decline. . 
As he drew, near his own State, he met a deputation of citiienB 

from SuUivim County, inviting him to atiena a public dinner, t^ 
Eingi^rt Similar jnanifeetations- Cf reject weiie shown him* at 
every town from the Tennessee line- to ^oxville. . He invariably 
declined thes^ invitatiotis ; but, when he reached thfiie several places, 
he was forced to accept their hbspitalities, everything being in readi- 
ness for his entertainment These manifestations bore a superabound- 
ing testimony to ike high, appreciation that the people placed upon 
his eminent public virtues and private worth. This was peculiarly grate- 
ful 1^ the heart of him against whom the storms of p^itical injustice 
^ had beaten with such violence, because it was an affectionate emana- 
tion from the hearts of the d^^ller^ around hie own fireeide; of those 
who knew bun best, and best understood the ihotives that governed 
all his actions. These testimonial^ were especially grateful from 
iheiT entire disinterest^ness and sincerity. For' the pebple of his 
own State well knew, that the days of his political power had passed 
away, and that he would never again have public &vorB to bestow. 

The malevolence of his enemies, however, kept pace with the affeo- 
taons of his friends, and this spirit determined them n[ot to permit 
him to pass on his way without insult At Rogersville, a number of 
the leaders of the party hung ovet the principal street by which 'the 
town wa3 entered, a cloth upon which was written in large letters, 
'".Van Burenand Polk,'^4)9claring, tha£ Judge T^hita should, by pass- 
ing; onder tl^is, acknowledge himself the victim of the Prjasident of 
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the United States, and of the Governor of Tenoemee. Seroral of flia 
iiioet respectable citizens of Rogersville requested, as a special fiiTor,- 
that this inscription should be removed. . Instead of granting this 
request^ a band of ruffians rallied around it^ to defend it and prevent 
its removal hj force when Judge White should reach the place. 
Upon being informed of the afifair,. with his usiial disinterested con- 
sideration for' bis friends he requested to be conducted on his way 
by a more unfrequented route, declaring that ** no one, capable of 
such dingraceful conduct, had .the f>ow^ to insult him." His ene- 
mies were thus denied the gratification of accomplishing their mslig- 
nani purpose. Escorts of citizens' aocomj>anied him along the whole 
roi^e from the Vi^nia line ; and even in the oountrj, and by the 
road-side, as he pursued his way, bis fbl low-citizens greeted him* with 
smiles of afifeotio^, approbation and hearty acolamations of applause. 
A gentleman of Eogenvville, Mr. Wales, voluntarily preceded Judge 
White, having under his charge • a piece of artillery, whose frequent 
discharges sent 'the reverberating - echo dirough hill and valley, 
announcing the coiAing of '^ the man who esteemed honor deaier than 
dfficet" The banner that floated abdve the* gun, was surmounted by 
a wreath of evergreen presenteii by thd ladies of Bogenville, and 
b(Mr6 this inscripdon v 

' . HUGH L. WHITE, 

w B T k ir ov ▲ t X. $oxroB 
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He tiow entered Enoxville, the place where he had been reared 

from ^is boyhood, where he waar greeted by the firing of cannon, the 

oiigiDg of bells, and the earnest g^ize of old and young, who thronged 

the streets to look upon him. 4-Ccompanied by a large procession of 

persons on horseback, with his aged, head uncovered, he passed on to 

his own residence^ through a multitude, who testified iu various ways 

tbd'^high estimation in which tbey held him. The following extradb 

from the " Richmond Whig,** written by a distinguished Virginian, is 

evidence of the high reputation he sustained abroad^ as well as at 

hoftie: — ... 

f- * 
The name of this gentleman demands a passing |l6tk If there be 

tnlth in the adage^ '^ nemofiliti anU martem^^^ then is he nlftre' to be 
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«QTied fh«n atiy man on earth. Hia politioal life waa tbore than half hia 
e^tenoe, and -he haa rendered it np and rehdered np an account of hia 
deeds, and received while heiyet livea, iitMt judgment in which even hia 
enemiea oononr, and which, therefoMi poeterity vixuit ratify.' He livea 
to read hia own .epitaph, and ita language is that t)f upraise. He Uvea 
to hear the yoipe oflamentaJtion at his untimely ftdl, arlsiDg from all the 
land. He hears himself mourned as a fathfiv hy hia children. He walka 
among na aii though hia ^sembodied spirit had Mufned to earth, *and we 
turn aside with awe, and look upon htm as a thing not of this world. 
Hen gaxe npon him, as he passes, and the questioil ^* Which is- he ?" ia 
aaked, not because he ia a •distributor of honors and eiholuments, but 
because he has secured to himself an honor which the -world gave not, 
and cannot take away— an honor greater than any the world can give. 
We have God's word for i^ that his gray hairs, worn, as they have been, 
in the ^^ paths of righteousness,'^ are indeed ''* a crown of gloiy*" ICay 
Ckxl's peace rest and abide with him. 

An appropriate requiem is found in the following linea addressed by 
an £ng]ish poet to an c^d oak, uprooted by a tempest : — 

*■ Then who waooypi hut httrd ttie tempMk chl^ 

Fan manjr a wloter round Hsy eraggj bed ; 

And, like an eAith-bom giant hast OQt^read 
Thj hnadM arms, an4 hearen't oirn bolt defied ; 
New llest along thy nittlre moantaln'i lide 

Uplom ; yet deemnot that I cone to-abed 

The idle drope of plt^ o*er thy bead, 
' Or basely to Ininit thy hlaeted pride. 

No 1 etui nie thine, tho' IhBen, imperial oak, 

To teach thiileevon to the wlae and bravo: ., 
Tnat'Ms (kr better, orerthrown and broke. 

In freedom*! caaee to flink into tlio graTO, 
Than, in ifbmiiflon to»a tyrant'a yoke, ^ 

likethoTilereedfto^waadbeailam.** ^ 

He came back among hia old frienda Worn down by aevere illnesa; 
having performed a trying journey of thirty-three daya, in a atate of 
Bucli extreme debility, that hia friends watched each day, with trem- 
bling, lest it should be hia laat Yet, throughout all this aufi^ring; 
the public welfare continued to excite hia deepeat intereat The aub- 
joined letter, one of the laat which he ever wrote, showa that hia 
eountiy, her institutional and her proq)erity, inapired him with tha 
pTofi)unde8t solicitude. 

Mt FiaiHD: — If towarda any man I onght to uae that term, I know 
of no one to whom I catuu^ply it with a deeper conviction it ia merited. 
Jbu have stuck to ma through good and evil report, Without ever Alter- 
ing Of making a fiilae or fooliah move. The object of thia letter ia to 
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gtveijoa ill 190W in » old quui's povar, and one wbo ftete on theTAft 
of the grave— my moat heart&lt thanks ^or your k^ndy able, and effioeiil 
oaire of meaad my reputation* I aranow throa^^ On the 18th Jan. 
my poKtioal l^e was terniinated 1>y diy enemiee. I hitye no ikith in 
the politioal laBunectaon of old men ; bat ihink not I am either taiortifica 
or depreflaed. Although I may be plaeed Aan dfi combat^ I hope that 
WNne seedfl h%re dropped «Ten /him U^ kst limbe of my decayed laronki 
whidi^ if watered and oheiiahed, may yet bring forth trdi for the good 
of the country. ^ 

I^te letters ftt^n epine of my ocdleagnea in Waithington, aeaaMine fliet 
fixnn every quarter the pewa in relation to General Hanriaon^ fitospeeti 
are most enoonraging. ' 

I like yonr electoral ticket ifith the eioeption of my name. That I 
think nn$)rtanate, considering the state of my health; but time will 
•hosr what ou^t to be done, and my mle is never to aoi in haste. 

Wonld to Qod I coold be with you a day or two. I write Aowts 

aboic that there is yet sometiiing of me left, ^thoogh yon will see there 

is very little' of eithsr mental or physioal strength. 

Sincerely ' 

. ', EvoB. L. Whqjk. 

A* A. Halt, Ssq. 

His last prayef ^ wa^ answeied. Hie country was redeemed from 
tbe reproach winch had been thrown upon it Although the grave 
closed over him, before he was permitted to witness that tedemptioa, 
yet the foul stain, which had been cast upon his own ^r fame, was 
wiped out by an overwfaelmipg majority in the Ifresidentia] contest 
of 1840, a result to whi<^ the influence of his speeches and actions 
lafgelyxontributed. 



« I 



414 ICSMOpt or BUOH LAWBOK WBITS. 

of whom two died in infimcy, and the remainder, reached years of 
maturity. ^ 

For twenty-five years they lived in the fiiU enjoyment of all the 
social pleasures the little world of home could hestOw ; and the happi- 
ness they themselves enjoyed was imparted to others. ^ Their house 
was the abode of every delight and virtue^" * The fond attachment 
of the husband was manifested by the regard .and acts of kindneBS 
which he showed to all who were objects of interest to her, and on 
her part was reciprocated by cheerfully gratifying the wants and pro- 
moting the welfare of all his friends. 

As parents they labored assiduously to ** impress the minds and 
imbue the hearts ** of their children with all those graces whidi 
would alone fit them for time and eternity. Ha was peculiarly gifted 
in awakening and encouraging their most confiding affection, and at 
the same time commanding their most profound respect, while she as 
a mother, was eminently qualified to keep alive and growing these 
important principles; and the reftult was, they were happy in seeing 
these objects of their warmest solicitude, grow up around' them mrodels 
of goutiness and truth. 

' But the ecene changed. Death entered their quiet and hapfj 
home, in that insidious but most &tal of all forms of disease, pul* 
monary consumption; and the first bom was the first victim of the 
relentless tyrant Garrick, their eldest son, died in 1826, in the 27th 
year of his age — when, says a odtemporary, '^the attainments of his 
mW' were but just developing themselves, and yet already in his pro- 
fession of the law, his brethren of the bar, and the public were ready 
justly as well as generously, to award him the praise of almost nnri- 
yaJled acuteness and promise, and his clients the most unbounded 
confidence in the strictness of his int^;rity and the fidelity of his 
course^** 

m 

The following letter to his friend James Park, Esq^ the father-in- 
law of his son, shows that notwithstanding the sad news was not 
altogether unlocked for, yet his sensibilities were completely over- 
whelmed when it reached him* . 

• . • . .. 

Wa ^bumi t m , Jim, Slif, 18HL 

Mr Dbab Sm.~Be pleased to deliver the inclosed letter to Nancy, 
liettem from James and Doctor Watkins had tanght me expect the sad 

news, which this moming^s naail brought me. That my beloved son is 

* ■ 

f 

* Dr. Foot*! fuiMral wrmon upon Jndgb Wblto.* 
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no more. Yee,>tliat Carrick is gone, gone forever, and that withont the 

^ueweli of Ilia father. Dreadftil, heart-rending, and life embittering 

thought 1 

I am incapable of offering any adyrce abont anythitig, I should be 

I^Uid'to hear from yoo, who are capable of denving consolation in the 

mist of all misfortunes, from sonroes of which I have no right to draw. 

Most sincerely yoni^ 

Hn. L.' Whtol 
Jaiob Park, Esq,. 

, From this time* his domestic life becivno a scene of constant trial. 
The. destroyer severed in rapid succession, the des of affection. From 
time to dme he was doorqed to drink etill more deeply of the bitter 
cup of sorrow, whicb only a parent's heart can know as he sees the 
objects of his fondest hopes, in the full prime of manhood, and in the 
lul^ blush of womanhood sinking one after another into premature 
de^y. Early in the year 1827, -another daughter and daughter-in- 
law passed away. 

In anticipation of the calamity, he again writes to the same friend. 

Dais Sm: — ^Yonr &yor of the 22d January is this mofnent rcfoeived. 
Your previous, letter loitered long by the way. I answered it immediately 
after it was received. 

I have for some time been desirous to write to Nancy and to Lncinda ; 
.but cannot bring myself tb write t6 either. 

For 8ome weeks I ha^e been' under the belief that eren the painful 
satisfiietion of ever seeing either of th^m'in fhis life is not to be afforded 
me. 

I slready feel as though they were lost to me; thCiaffliction you realise 

I know : But " shall we receive good and not b^ prepared to submit to 

affliction from the hand of the Lord ?^' ' . 

. I have no news. 

Tourfinend, ^ 

Hn. L. Whitx. 
Javxs Pabz, Em). 

'On this occasion his fears were not fully realised*. He arrived at 
home on the rooming of the 20th March, and his daughter LucindA, 
of whom ^ writes in tUs letter, died on the evening of the sam^day. 
So that she 4iednot, without giving a parting look of reoognitiota to 
the &ther she loved so tenddrly. ^ 

Theyear l'828wasm6te&tai tohim than any which hkd preceded it 
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In this year liis fle%K>nd daughter, Mrs. Mary L. Swan, who had heen 
inlirried but eight months, died. The ibllowing Jnl j his eldest dangliter, 
Betsej, relict of Newton Scott, died. **' She yrt^ early taught by- the 
death of her husband, bnt a few months after their marrii^;e, die entire 
instability of all earthly expectations^ and she had the hi^piness to 
profit in the schbol of advenity." In November; of the same year he 
waa^dieprived of his second son, James, under eircunuftanoes, if possible 
still more distressing. Soon after obtaining a lioenae-topracdfle law, 
he removed to Huntsville, Ahi., and comipenced his professioBal 
career. He had remained there* but a few years, when his oourde was 
arrested by disease. He then returned widi hfs fiunliy to Snox^e, in 
tbe hope of reooTering his health. At the approach of winter he 
A>ught a milder climate, preaiming it would be more ootfgenild to 
his constitution, an^ assist in the restoration of his strength ^ but he 
was unable to proceed farther than Tuscaloosa, wh^. he ^ed,' 
without the affectiidnate care of wife, mother or nster, to watch over 
his helpless hours of sickness, to soothe his pains, or xninister to his 
infirmities. * . •♦ - « 

Says a friend, in writing of thk spn : " In hfs profession^-though young, 
he was conspicuots ; though, his career was ^hort, it was brilliant He 
was argumentative s^d eloquent, ingenious and profound, and had a 
fiuir prospect <^ obtaining a pre^'minent reputation.^ 

Although Judge ^Thite^s heart was filled with profound sorrow at 
these untimely losses, yet there was nO murmturing or repining^ His 
entire submission to die Divine Wilt- in these bereavements will be 
seen ftom the following letter to Dr. GofBn, Fraddett of East TeuMsiea 
College, and former preceptor of his sons. ^ 

WashjSiuiui, Ai0. 6A ISHL 

Dkab SiB.-1-By the mail which arrived this morning I received a letter 
irom Tuscsloosa, which gave .the sorrowful information that James is no, 
more, ^lieving, when I parted with him, that we would never meet 
Again in time, Lhad been striving- to reconcile my mind to such a ^epara* 
tion, and-hoped that I could hear of his death with composure, but while 
there wus life there was also hope, and I found the news had an effect I 
did not anticipate. In and by^n^y children I ez|)ected to obtain my dis- 
tinction while I lived, and by the same medium to be known to posterity. 
My leading object was to deserve the reputation pf integrity, to ao^piirs 
ftlnds equal to a oomfbrtable support, and to the giving them a good eda- 
cation. Providence favored these endeavors to every desiraUe extent 
With, my Mw children, good dispositions and an aptitude 4o Iw^ it 
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ippMtiiA tb tie, Were l»nnd ludM. My mMBtow atlMiCiQh w^b given 
talnMkfttei in tin fin^j»lao6y tihe ridve of good norels, mi In themzt^ 
to ereatB a strong. dtuS^ for the hnpforement. «f tiMir Skinda, I w«s 
flattened in the belief t^At I had soooeeded, /ui4 the j had i>eoou)e pay most 
intimate oompanioas^ I "was prond <^ U^em, they were Jo^t^jss I 'had 
desired they flhonId< be. 1^00^ where are they f Of twelve, only fi^e 
yonnger ones remain. Seven have had their state of probation^ and have 
passed to their eveitasttn^ hom^. 'Good Qod I I am forced to reaHze the 
aokmitt fliongfat, ttat tkey'and'I nevef can see each other in time. TItJs* 
is a heaft-reading teflaeti^, whic^ I eatf- hardly sttmmon lip fortatude 
mfcm^tohem, H5h» It is, and 1 oimI tiAqiilr t(^ it; . 
,Jn themldatof aU thesebenavcBHntilJmve had^and contlnae to hmw, 
•Qteae sonreea of hi^ aooaolatkui; • Of the five wlio w/sre grown, no ane 
was addicted tq any one viee^ so far as I know. , If not entitled po t|ic 
appellation of ^ons^ each of them was at le^t moral. It pleased God so 
-far to restrain them^ that each of them lived est^emed^ and died without 
havh)^ done any act disgracefol, in the estimation p£ society. They wei^ 
sb faf favored iSiat each died of a slow, and lingering complain^ seldom, • 
if anap dapiired nf the td& eorefdse of theifa'.rsaBon: They Ir'ere thns 
enabled s<riemnly to review their short Uvea, to repent of dl dejpartarei 
froA the Wfll of tlielr jfakec^ and to ^ny fcit'Sot^¥mk$ to tfiat Being 
who alone hsa the power |o pardon, ' ' ' . • • 

While .sparedto me I had ail the satisfiMtioii' with lb^9Bd believe 
they had with me, which t:an repsombiy be. ezpeat^d between a ihth«r 
and his chil)}ren«. Enabled' by the blessing dT'lProvidenoe to sopdhr all 
their tempojal wants, and having done so i^ith the most hdart-felt satis- 
faction, and they in return having given me not only their gratitude bnt 
th^ir fbddeet fflial love, I see not Why I onght to ^eve. *iTfie Lotd 
gaVe them' " to me, He^tnade theirtf a blessing to me while here,**' Hi hafh 
Hkm them a#a)r,''aiid' surety t ongM to ndd, ^^li^esM be th^ name of 
the Lord.^ He knew bsst when to give them, how long to permit *tM>i 
to remttB, and when and .|iow to remova them to that place, m Ilihpe, 
^. wheA the wicked eeasa from troubling and the weary a^ at r^Vl / \ 

Uj according to my blind wishes, he. had permitted either of them to . 
have lived in h^tb, a week, or e^v^n one day longer, tl^ey might have ooa^ 
mitted some act more distressing than their death.' I will then try to be 
satisfied. He who removed them hente knows all things, and orders 
eyerythlng'for the best. Therefore His will, not mine be done. 

Pjresentm^ in lerms of kindness to your good lady and your ohfidr^ 
and believe tiiaf, 

.V I OS, wMli the hii^iBBt fegaid and eatoeii) 

' 'Tow-maet d^t strvtet; ' 

• * Hr.'LWHrrt. 
Doetor Ohabu> Oomir^ 
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Two otlier daugbtin aoon foUowed. In Jaawoy M20, ]ik fiMk 
dmaghter, C^nthta, <K«d-at th^ «ge .of-Beventaeo; and Metindi^ Int 
«rth daaghtor, in April' 180Or«t' the age of fifteen: 

Thongti tbe recital of so many similar «tenta has nuule the soena 
finniiiar,. yet we have now to record one, if ^ posftible^^Of nlore melan- 
cholj importjincel . The maladj which had^carriod awaj the chil- 
dren, <ieniaoded also the mother,. In the autumn of 1830, she wis 
attacked with illnesSi and^. to aroid a separation, aooompaniedhar 
husband to Washington^ where sha> ^lingered ' throii^h. the winter. 
All hopes bemg abandoned of her ^estoiaifcion to iieahh, her only wish 
BOW s^med to be, to raaoh' home, and see those of her fi^nify who 
femained ^behind* She and her husband left Washington on the 5th 
March and travelled at the tiUe of teA <>r twelTe miles a day. 

She continued to decline, and died ^n the«^5th March 1831, at a 
public house near the Naturii} Bridge in Virginia, in the same county 
in which she Was. .horn: ^'Herrenaai9a,.wer4 placed in a coffin^ snd 
brought to KnoxviUe, these hoi^ired and twenty. mil^ aa^ depoeited 
.in their ancestral burying place. , ^' .... 

g^lthovgh>tlieiia< wem frienda with hips, whe woidd haira. done him 
any act of kindness, yet lest the <^rciage diouM be pjidely driven, the 
mourning hurf>ahd ^und^nkook the sad 'tBd^.^d carefully omiducted 
her lifeless form to its last resting-place. 

The day priding his arrival at home, he Was met by a number 
of his fnends and neighbors, who .refhi^ined with him all night, and 
by many i^'.ta of personal landless, softened .the private afflictions he 
.]mm1 bfl^a doom^ to S9^i ^d enabled him jo lemiaii at faia post, 
ajid f^lessly an4 un&Iteri^ly (o disehaige his du^ tot^em and Us 
«W¥"try. ... , . 

His frurthdMghter, Margaret. W. Alexander, opon leaming her 
mother*a leal situatiod, requested to be> taken to her. Her triends, 
Jm^rwing the difficulties and' dangers' .which must attend a trip 
through the fall^yof Virginia, at that inclement season, attempted 
to dtssixade her from it For a while ehe acquiesced and endeavored 
to 'com^ wfth her father^ injiioction to remain at . home. .But 
finally,, upon hearing of the low oondition of her pother,, she oowld 
not be dissuaded fh>m her purpose. She left home in omnpaBj With 
her husband, and rs4#hed the -Katural BSildge on the morning of the 
26tb, too late to receive the partiiig blessingf^of her parent FM>m 
exposure consequent upon dus trip, she coiitraeled the aama disease^ 
and died th^ following Septemberr « . . . t- 
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But few men liare ^er been «o seTerety ohastened. Death Vaa so 
contintiaH; and ao suddenly deatroying all aroiijid bim, that hi the 
abort ipace of lix yeai^ he was called to resign Ae companion of 
hia youth and eight grown children, and so rapidly that four were con- 
sign^ to tlie tomb in the short space of nine months. The duties of 
Ilia position weie anch, that he had the. privilege of being with only 
three otui of the number in thehr last hours. Even his wife, whose 
fortitude never forsook her, amidst those multiplied trials, was denied 
the comfort of his praseooew ' 

These afflictive dispensations produced their legitimate reshlts. 
Under the first bereaveroents'he turned tremulously away from Grod, 
aa.ene who felt he had no claims upon His promise of sustaining 
giaoe; bat aa renewed Mh>keB <3t chastening from a kind Father's band 
were laid opoh hiija, be bowed siibmisttvely, not only acknowledging 
(he power, but the goodness of 6bd« * * * 

' He now found himself alone with " the recollection of irhat tbey 
Were ;" and still so strong were his attachments' for home, that he 
preforred remainfng by Us liow detollite hearthstone to seeking 
enjoyment elsewhere. It ' was at this period that he was more than 
ever resolved upon rdttriag^from public life, but was induced to sacrifice 
hif personal (eelings to the int^rcfitt of hia friends and the public 

^ Out of twelve, two children were all* that' w«r0 left him ; a son 
i^ed^t- years, and a diughter aged nine.' - ' • 

His grandchildren now shared with* hia 'children hfs paternal soli- 
dtbda. His soni left four children, and hia eldest daughter <>ne ; 
the latter waa reaied in bis own hoose^^and the education of all was 
hia pecdiar car6. But while engaged inxiischargin'g his duffr to the 
fiving, he did not forget die 99i6nd debt he dved te-thos^'who were 
M more. Upon leaving and returning home his first' ind last visita 
wet« to th^ir i^uiet feating-place. ' lliis habit continued with him 
tfareugfaout lifo^ and proved' that th^r virtues wer^ -embalmed in hia 

memory. '. ' * \ • 

• la November, 18S2| Jndge White fbmed a^aseood marriage with 
Mrar Ann B. Peyton, of WaA1ngt<in City, a lady of fine mtlld and 
polished addressi with whom he lived eight years, In great happiUfss^ 
and from whom benii seldom separated. She proved hehelf an' 
alectionata and devoted wifey^aad shared -a larg% portipa'of hi» laat 
dieoglila* She survived her bosband seven yearsi and d{ed' a^ hfa 
leaidcnee near Knozville^ in April, 1847. Her Hmmgm^Tb taken 
by her request to Wsahiogton, aad intened by Ihe^ide of her dai^^ter. 
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CHAPTEB X;X. 

Judge Whitb*b healtb wsb sbmewiiat impuradp ia eoiiiM;|Q«noe of n 
attack of pneumonia^ wbicb he.b^d befora.leairiiig Wasiyngtoiu Thi 
fatigue and expoture of travelling at so indement^a Maaoo of tka jeaTi 
caiwedbiadiaflMistotenBiiialaSnfPliiiK^ •. Aaaoonia 

be found himaelf vpon tha soil of hm own Stait^ tbe ▼av^^aii'of Tear 
oeaeee aeemed to exert a revinag and invigor^ng influeace ii|»oa hii 
health* After bs r^achaiJiomfl, he ao &|: improYed, that ha waa abh 
to take an. inte^e^t in ever}rtbii^ around him;, and hia miad wna cea- 
stantlf employed in deyising plaaa lbr.,tha fiitoaa caaofi;^ o£ U^ 
frmily. Ha made a ooatzactibr building of& bi& furm {im^ aiilaa dia- 
tant from his residence) whevsi as ha fragueaUy expfessed faiiiisaU^ ha 
would pasa the remainder ^t hia life with hia wife and cbildrsD. 

His. physical strength didaot eotirolj fofsake Um to the 7^17 last. 
Be was able to ii&e his accusto^sMd ndivr of .oiia or two vdUm^ 
almost daily, either oa hooebacky or in a carriage, which gavo hia 
friends oause to liope. his life nught yet be pronged. Ouvthe 8t& of 
Apjii he^ redd feua mil^ in a camagsi hot waa ttaabla to sit up sU 
the way. This wm the last exercise he took* On' the 9th| the day 
pravioue to hia deatby^he did^not leave bom^' b«t sat up the graatst 
part of the day and' until a laite hour at -night, and was unvauUy 
cheer{ilL Ha slept aa QomlbrtaUy as uuial until tiKo o^dael; ▲. m^ 
when it was disQovered tha^ his egugh wa> changed. TlM| abseess oa 
l^ lungs, had brd^en, and being too ftebl^ to djjwhargeLit^ ha lived 
sbout six hottvsi^sii&dag apparently little paiiii aad died athalfpisl 
^ht p'cUxjk. on tha morning of ^ 10th. of Apcil,'164(k To tlis 
last . tu>iv of his life th^ vigor of hil iatoUeot remained iinahrt^ 
Although niyible to tslk mut^^ he was perfeedy oa—cinwsy and odaib» 
rionally expressed g^ea^ eenoefa about his &mly«. 

430 
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fie nerer made any public {Profession of religion ; but^irom the pious 
precepts and examples placed before him in earlj life, he imbib^ a 
veneration for idl its institntions. He believed that religion consisted 
more in doing right, from a sense of obligation to the Supreme Being, 
than in f>mn and cer^ttHMiieik His^rdsignation.to the Divine wil), 
and confidence in his acoeptance with God, W2|s full and perfect A 
few days before his death he was visit«d by the Rev. Dr. Foot, preei< 
dent elect of Washington Cpllege, who conyeirsed with him fully and 
free!^ tipon t^e sobject of his approaching change. Judge Wiiite was 
a firm believer in Christianity as revealed in the Bible, and as 
expounded by orthodox Ghriistians. He had entire faith in the plan 
of atonement He affirmed in .hit last hoars, that ^ having made it 
a point through life, tb do all tfie good in his power, and as little harm 
aa possible, and placing a firm reliance on the merits of Christ to 
supply «il tliB deficiencies incident to human frailty, he.,now had no 
nore fisar ef • appearing in the preseiice of his Heavenly Father, than 
he would in that of a kind, earthly parent 

When the intelligence of his d^th reached the town, all business 
was imtnediately susp^ded. The Cha&6erf Court, whieh was in ses* 
lion, adjottrned over to the ensuing day;' 

Hia body was interred in the burial grcunid of the FSntPtfeebjrteriaa 
Ghnrohon Suiidaf,al two d\iIoq^.p»il, and was ibllowed to the gravd 
by* an. immense obneonise of oitiflefiB< The proccMon left his late rest* 
denee in Ae Mlowhig order >->-01eiig|7«— meaabefs of tho medical pro* 
fession— judges and members of the- bar-r-pnU-^earei»<^the body-*** 
vriatires of the deceased — ^triistees ot East Tennessee University-^ 
president and pvofessoie pf East vTennessee UiitfersEtjH-itadenta. of 
the University— principal and -students of Bampden Sydtey AaiAemf 
— citizens Immediately behind the body of the deceased, follovred 
his riding hoise,. Si^aci, with saddle and brfd)ev but; without rider; 
whose slow and meesured tread seemed to betoken Ihat he, too, sadly 
fett the losB of his master, and oalied fortb a £pesh favst of grief frott 
bis fHende>end feHow citisena* ,' v . > ^ 

. Appcoptiato servlee^ were held at both the house and grave. AflM 
whieh the assembly cKiperaed ; ai|d idl olassse of Ae eommunity eeem^ 
lo feel thttt'tbey. had been called to mourn a h4avy celamity. 

A plain tomb-stone marks the spot where rest the ashes of this good 
and^grest man, .irith^.thsT following simple insolation 






• f 
422 IfSBUOtR or HUGH LiL^flON WHltB. 

• * I • - 

no lOxoftT or ' • ". -^ 
HUGH LAWBOil'W^.ITS, 

Who wot bom Oct. 2»ih, 1778, and dtpifrUd tkUfife Afrii lOth, 1840. 



OoiB p oKd to w i i i ii h i t i «ndto Joy l u a w liC 
Good without noiM, vllhotti ftfUvaiom. groat. 
True to hla word; In orory thoagbl sizicero. 
Ho kaeir no wtth bat whaX Um wvrld night 



ThUi hvmble ttiboie of devoted affection Mid dfep*r«^cret If .deporitod bj Ut 

IxjereaTed wife 



' Ii^idifiereift fatifi^f the countty, numezoiis pablic discourM* weiw 
delivered on thd occasion of bis dqa(h, and frequeat tef^tknoiiials of* 
Inspect appeared in tho puUio jounuda^of tbo'dcy. One ia seleetod 
from those puUisbed in ea^dr dinaion of kis Stata^ bsctuse of the 
trealmsm ho had.f<soaiTSd ftom a. sssaU portiQii of its ciliasns. An 
aeoolint of Ae metfttng at WasUngttm is also giflrsn in ooliseqaeBoe 
of Ilia long residence and aervices in tbit citf* These addresses 
were deliveitd by men who had known the deoeased intimately Ibr 
Ibaajr yearn both in Us public and* piirate eapactly; and there* 
l»re their teatifoony is entitled ta confidence. ' 
. On the d6t|i Aprilt IBiO^ » funeral sermon was expected to hare 
V)een delivered in the lEVesbyterian church «t Knoznlle, by the Rev* 
J. L^Foot, D« D^ who was killed by «'&li from his hois^ oh the 20ih 
of the satte mantle within a few Wise of Ro^fersviUa^ white on his 
way to Washini^n College. A part of the toennon was, however,' 
prepare<}, 4om. Imiah xl.*6% ^ Tfan voice said; 6iy. And he aaid* 
What phall I citf4 ATI flesh is grasf^ and all the goodlineas (hereof 
2i aa the ^ewer 6f the field: The grssi' withersth, die* flower 
6deth« 

At a meeting of 4he*inembeis o^ the Ba^^ at-Knot^Ue, Hon. 
Thomas L, Williams was called to the chair, and John H. Crosier, 
Esq., appointed secretary. 
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IAm-Hob* Edward Scott presented 111* folloWn^.prc!amU# mid 
fte6ttttkni8^ wkieii were ioubQboiibIj adopted^ ' . 

▲ OBBJLT UJLH HA8 K^XLBN IN BjIiUXl! 

• » 

, Thig day, aboat the hoar of idn^o'elock, at Ids rerfdeooe near tUi 
I^Boe, Uia ^(9u.HQ8iL L. WbiW^eeaM to edat Helioefinpth he will Ure 
ooly }|i the ]»emuip7 of hb .friendf and hia ooontFymaB. He wat oe^ 
tii^lj Ifr gr^t and worthy num; a friend to tmth^ vfrtne, Hbertm and tlm 
CkMigtltntion. Hie was > lilb of labor and activity — a life ci naefolnee^ 
moderation, ngiUar ooadoet, and inllexihle integrity. The kw waa his 
pro f a s M J oi u . By his iUr, open, and manly oondneti he won the sineera 
affMlMMi and ^pprohatfo^oC aUbiaoontemporaries. He was an agreea^ 
hie end eloqQent speaker. la him were iiappiiy blended a profonnd Jndgr 
mefii^ 'eA(Va4|opD\p]ished address. • la him ^e nnfort&nate and the hoa^ 
est erer found a protestor, while tiie guilty were marked for puusfaisenli. 
paisM fa> Chehi^ebt.otteaiaids profession^ heidid hteior to gestation, 
and wsa amongthe greatest, and aU^ magistrate^ that eyet fiyed 
among ap; Novated tqa Mat Sn the United State fienate, he maiotaiaed 
.list parity of oharaoferwhioh marked his pidvatelife. & loTedtheOon* 
atilntion, nor would he oensen^ to a forced ocmstraation of jthat' instnn 
ment ftir* die oppression of the peopl^ The fotv^ historian wiH net .&0 
to reeord hit yirtnes; We all know. tha# his np^aia du«Mtar was wlth- 
OQt'bleaush; lie^wMjan affectionate hiiabaad,ak»adpaatntiindaalBad« 
* fuKt friend, tn shorty .he died iw Jia- lived, « traa rapaUlQan, an-ardant 
adiooiita of the rights of nuy^ and.an enaoiy to a^biknurar poWHir.' 

• • •• * ' • » t • * • 

Bmo99$a, tiMU In toM» of war liigh w ap w H mS <rtetrt far ' 1A» vf*nU ^Mbmi sua p^tiOi 
^Iwisccr ^ttisiltiieiMil< wt wBI puf ih» ^^^^s^ ^•<g» of nmrnatag'tot thtc^y <t*yfc • 

^ ■ ■ .; 

» 

On motion of John H. Orozibr, it was: • . « 



> . # Ml 



J tm a tM 0t Ibat «li0ft)t«foiAVl>r^«*>Me u^ fwolatf dip fe fnMiited bf (hp flon. Cdiriwr 
%oa, <m Uhmmrtwmowa^tgt to llis 0«kM«y Ooiirt mv M miton Ja iUi>laB^'wlia Ihs 
' TC^iMit thai U»e Mini WeaCar«fou.aM rooord of I^Cpaitv^ . 

Htinletd^ Tl>»t we tender to the famflyaQd rellktlTee pf- Uie deoetiedmir jincere oondolaQot 
^ Ihelf Iftte dKrtiriBC MreATMiMit sad tiuA th« Sberotai^ flwii^ tfe«^ wtth a e«pf of 

A ' TsomjbI* Wiuu«<» caoirMM^ 

'^{MmH. GsouSB, Secrdary, 



. Ai a meeting of the citiaena jof NashTiire, Thnredny, i^ 4th s4 
Afril^, Ool. George Wilson was eallM to ^ abair, and Bdwin IL 
K^ring; Bsq., iippointed eeefetarj* 



|9< X^MOI9 OW HPGH X^l^^Qlf ^HfiVfK 



Thd ebainium b^ri^g sMed tU object of tbt iBMliiig^ All 
Hall offered the foUowing prptunlMe aiid ii6ti»l«lioB»;— « 

IBS BIATTTT OF ISlUn. U iUOK tJPOV THT HMB n.AQn. 



Hugh L^wson White' bw pMsed off th« stage of the great theatre of 
Uf^ t W^ll and Dob^Iiaa he ansiaiaed the high eharaefear for whii^ be 
waa oaaC. Would that the ovrtaln of aortaUty ha4 nefc ftUea, titt the 
fpiloffV4 to his erentldl Kfe had all been acted Oat Jbod i^ken, \n the 
anvely TiDdieating fiitiire. Quod M^iftm Mf^^Cwn mi **What ts 
vritten, is writteiL*' Tee I in the •oonit a^ore, llie ^teoree-^ow tnd^ 
iireveniUe ! — has been entened up: and the/ name, aold ▼iridea and 
aervioes of Jndge White anTheoome the prioetass loherKatioe of hiaisevii* 
try. OoBspionons amoog tliose of hie day/ to whom It hafi happsned'-to 
bar^e livedo aeted and spoken nnder iho eorntiahrfng ey^ of hiatory, he 
(^ labored for the he&eit of his eoa»t7yf aa tnly aa>eif«p • hum liaflad 
flMT hia fiumly. 

ninslridM by theeialBenieof his Tinges, th0 MoMnais of hia tdsn^ 
liie impoitaiioe of his fvnotions, his oharaoler neeAi imt .liideiatniiiale' 
eonuoBBdatJo^s, no aoaamtitated epitiiet»->4io «didaetle refleotiofts. Bli 
HieiJts require oo eng^emtioA. Qe had nothing to dissemble, ' HliB fais- 
topy^ writt^ ^liSh Mthftilness, will be his best eologimn. ^*He ha«h so 
fdimted hi» boaora In omr eyes, and his motions in onr hearts, tiiat for ov 
tongues to be aQeat^ and not iMmfess so mnofa^ were an^nngTatafid injory t 
to^teporiothertrisf,' were nmafiee, that ^ing itsslf 4he lie, wonld plMk 
Mpaoof and febttka frona every ear that heard it.^' 

The sp^olaneoDS foelfng of nnaflbeft^ Borrow^ wliieh has hefti ocfntened 
^e friends of the deceased, can find hot impetfect' expression in these 
estenyxir^eoai tiod preliminary prooesidiliip. Wejianse nt the threshold 
tilt some orator, worthy, of hi»s«bJ)Det| triiall bid ns enter, with beoemhig 
awe, the temple Of bis fame. 

From the age of thirteen, roni^y dMplinedJn.tlie border life of Ten* 
nessee ; at nineteen, acting a manly pali in sarage. warfare ; a Jndge, at 
tho early age of tventiy-eight, and.fQr:tvelTe years giving nniveiaal 
satisfactlMi by ablOi and in many instannes importidit dneisioBs ; twelve 
years president of the Bank .of i^nneMe, it was dwl^ pro^>erba8 by 
Ids pmdeat and m^ ^oiioseU; n seni^ttir in the Btate legislatare; 
district attorney x>f the tlnited ^tes ; 4x>mmisaoDer betwecft^Tirgiate 
and Kentucky; in tlie ftetd^ment of important land daima, and^ again, 
under the Spanish treety* In all these varied tmsts;, eqniilly honest and 
capable, lie was the ^lact, efficient man of bnsiness ; twice was he elected 
tripKmt ef^o^tyontothe.8enaio of die Umted StaAea, •nd cm a memor- 
^e ^pcmd(m^ when in .^ conflict yi gteal i«Haibipl^ fii nrUtep wai 
needed' to control giant minds, he was ohosen tp p^^ oyer Umi l^fi^bf, 



rvixua lOBsnNa. At- xvoznuA tfte 



•A* 0clf-poi«0^ Md BMgBuikiiwis la dMlhuog^ hopon, «# it tepepChif 
office ; he refiised a eeat on the* Bench of the Sapreme Ooiirt of the United 
tStates, and more t)ia& pnpe a,p]iice in ^the ealunet of the federal executive 
In^irobUe garaar of forty yiaani of apotlaia i nt agi i ty^ wMi a rard diain- 
terefltednesa, ha twice* refnaed oorapenaaHoti, to a lal|^ aQMNHit, for moat 
Talnable pnhlio aerviees, 

IToir ja thcknavana of iha medal leas haaitiAilly defined. Hia priTEte " 
lile. exhibited U|e per$N!i baraoony of hia whole character ; and io attrae* 
tiTe has it ever heeo, that |ila nofBierooa friands have regaided him oara 
with the aentimente of patynal jigeetion^ a|ul the tenderaeea of a near 
rejiatioaship^ than wilh |be ordinary feelings which attach a pnhlio maa 
to his oo&Btitnenta. AcooFdingly they have r^oined at hia weU deserved 
sncoees, or have l>een indignant at the nngrateful returns, which the beat 
bene&ctMs often receive, and i^ all vicissitudes, they have felt his tepn-' 

tation dear to' them as &eir own personal concern, and they still 

' • '. ■ ' ..' ' - •• 

M.WevVkn 
In llielr b««rt*t eore; «jFi ^ tl^ ht«rt of bearta.** 

» Unffptiifiiiil t^mm$ ! Tbey were tiie^oooha^ tttbis.uipQpproniittiig 
integrity and consistency ; they were tho evidaacea'of his greatneas! 
, When attaeked, he defended himself beyond all ordinary powwa of 
^ndnisi^ witU the y^pons of truth, and .the bravery ofconsciona 
nprightneoB. That reputation which grows, as the oi^ through all 
ahanging seaaona amidst alternate storm^ and snnahinei, Ihsll still be 
firmly root^ and mi^estio, when the mde tenipeto of party strife are all 
Uown over. The sabjeet of oor .wlogy Us bean in Mb fti4iimpha»t, 
that hia laat daya were the beat witnesses of hta worthy Death only oonld 
aubdua him, ^' Withob^ fear and withopt reproach," ha bad (i right to 
demand an honorable discharge; but his s^lf sacrificing generous love of 
ootmtry, brought him tb the fmmost place' in Uial hot^ght, in which wb 
are now engaged. Ha has died In his armor, oovered with f^oxj. '* Hia 
aod lamented by the good, b^ none mora* than bjr us.'* 



** Dev litlUf aanBory b«, and prood hlf ^r»v« I 
A»4 iUt big «pit«pb;«*H« Ihrad, Im a>ag4i» ^ 
for trath ^nd wiwtooitlorNiott ol Uw brarSt 

Btm gtofy*! Idle fbnelei daidod not, 
*VwM hbi MoMttoii, fttMrdoi and grmtt 
^ .AU«il«IUii*tSraMml|o«o«^Nitor 



^ Her eama to kia gimvaiii tell aga,* Bka aa a aback of aom co4!ietb^i|i, 
in' his season.'^ Full of years^^and of just honors fbD^lhe veneiut)!^ 
White \i testa from his labors, ,and his worlcs do follow hlm.'J 

BuplMd^ .That we lenent the deatb of ttie Hoo. Qofh h. WUte, m a ere»i€«laal|f ; la 
vbleb oiv leiife of ioet to ttia| caoWtp which h^ was more eipeelaBy pledged, ui the pteniol 
JKMUin of pdUi^ atfiMnt if nkrged Io eoadolence with tht food, Om eDUaMenedt and the Ub* 
ral of an parUee. 
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Jtesoived, That we dMpljr sjmpattilie wUh the lamellate UnpSSj ef the deceaeed, ao4 that 
• copy vf thedH proeeedlDgi be trannnltted'to fheA, as an m|iiinelpn of oar coadolenee. 

JSMfac^ That tha reeord af thmt proe«B0os% il^ai hflha fShalRMn aadlkcvataqr, ha 
ftthDefa^liithaiiain^^pecfM'liaalvrll]^^ ... 

Ephraim H. Foster, Esq., haT{% seoonded the adoption «f the fbra^ 
goiDg preamble and.resojotfon^in a Uyt appropriate mnarlm, they were 
adopted V'^b^vt * dlssentiAg voiee. Whereupon the meeting, on moiion 
of Henry BoUingftworth, Esq., adlfonilied. ^ > - .. 

Onmoi WuBov, Ohiiihtum^ 
towor H. Evroro, 3eer4tairj^, 

V 

• 

The Supreme Court ^f the State, of Tennessee, in session at Jackson, 
on receiving the melancholy ji^telligence o^ the death of the Hon. 
Hugh L. White, imTpediateiy adjourned ; aft^r which the membon 
of the Bar of West Tennessee, in attendance on the Supreme Coaiti 
QOBvened at the ooiirt*h6u8e for the purpoae of payii^ ft trihule of 
respect to the memory of the deceased. ' ' ^ 

Wheredponv on motioii ^f Adam Huntsman, Esq., P. BL liefer 
Esq., Was ^led to the ^h^ir, apd, Micajsh. Bullock, Esq. and Austifi 
Miller^ Esiq^ wer^ aj^inted secretaries ^ _ ' ' 

; Hejiry O. Smith, £8q.,.thei^ offer^ the fbllowiag preaftible tisui, 
resolutbnsi whi<^ were uiumimously adopters 

IriformaHon tlaylng Heea. this day reodved of the death of the 'Hfrn,^ 
HngT^ L.^ White, of KnoxTi]}e, formerly a Jsdge 6f the Supreme Court of 
tills S'tftte, and kmg a dlstingiifshed mehiber of our profession ; as a tee- 
timonial of respect to liis memory, due alike for his ^eminent public iBef> 
-vices, for his great urivate if orih, to th'e purity, propriety, and dignltyi 
of his long and actire life, the members pf the Bar of West Tennessee in 
attendance, npou' the Supreme Court at Jaekson^ assemUed ft>r the pnr- 
IH)se of declaring thei^^entimenta: — ' 

ttemOa^d, Tiiat In hto ^th 4M Bar aftMa'Statalhae aaifalMd-ttie Ion af a naal 4tetl»> 
gatahedaMmber and oraament ; the people of Teitaiesfeet of a loaf triad and falthftit icrraBtt 
■^eKSr. of>«o6d ahd asffal alUa^nr hlaftttillrt of a lOnd IMhfr and ■mninnale hdri^od; 
maaklnd, at one of the 9obleit of tha,raoe. 

^nd, therefore, thai we are peoetraled ^tlb feelloga'of an onfelKOed eorrow aod 'egret ama 
the occasloa of hW death ; aad taiat t&a aiainbet* of Iha Bar of Weit Veaoeeeee, aeeembled aft 
this ttieetlAg, respeotfkillj ai)4 afleetiooaUlT- tender their o<^daien«e an4[ ^^aapathl ta lile 
Haea^ed fMhar. ^ - • y • 

JUMmed, That 4 topj of the proeeedlage of tfale ineeUi(g ba pfeieated to the Sopfeme 09a^ 
at thle plaoe, with tho«rai|ahet ftattli ean^ mwif be eoteM'oa the mldatea of the court; aat 
Ihift a eop^ be addviieed to tha fiunUj of the deocaaed ; 



r 
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WhoreaiKHi the meetiog a^j^^^nijod., 



* P. K. Maun, rAatmuiii. 



jAanM, 4PHI; 18k ISM. ^ 

And afterwardi^ ot Hdnday, the Sdtk day 6f April, the resolutioin 
above werd prek^nted to tbe oourt at its opening in the morning, with 
tbe tequest tliat they itoigbt be entefed on tbe minutes of the court 
The request wks prOfnptlj complied Itntb, find the following response 
* to the motion was foade by his honor Judge Reete, jireflidi.Dg on 
behidf of the cdtM t— 

We hare been'floqoested lo eanae tabe ipiead apofn Uie^seoorSi of thia 
^ofiut| a eopj <^ UM.prooeadi^gs of a iiwethiig of the membefs o( theber of 
Weot Tennessee, In atte|idanoe at the wesent terra, intended bv .them as a 
testimonial of their regret for the death, And their respect for the memory 
<^ the Hon. Hngh L. i^liite. We promptly and cordially acisent to this 
Ire^est. 

. ' We reoeftred -wWtk the HveKest esosMlly and prolbnndeel regret, t^ 
adanoholy intelHgenoe thal'.oae ^ kog ifid aO«emineady dhitiBgiMslwdi 
aa a memher of our profession, an4 as a Judge ^of (his court, ia no ipore 
to be numbered amolig the living. The indiyidual upon whom has 
devolved Hit duty of responding to the reqaest'of the gentlemen of the 
bar, hA known the deceased intimately fo^ the last twenty years^ The 
traits of his ob^mete# were stron^^y marked. Bis intelleot was nnnsnaUy 
aotivei acute, dear, sdnd vigorous. He had great finrntess of purpOes and 
energy of vriU, aiid if his temper wall ardent, and h& emotions sometimes 
hrtsnsay he had a prodenesii diseretfoo and* ftineaa which direeted Ma 
ffforta to right e^d* by the nse of ^nq>er meam. His professional career 
oommenced about the time when tlus State became a member of the 
Union, and he rose at opoe to hononrole% distinction. Althf tgh bi* 
preparation, scholastl0 and professional, at mig^t he ^esqieoted firmi 
the character of the country and the timea, was rather aocunrte and use* 
M. than MlapiiTe ; stillva^db were the esdowMilts of his nalDd) and the 
strength of his.charaoter, that for forty-:five year^ ai)d to the bati he 
kept up with tbe improvements of society and the development of our 
tMtilntions, and never loat'that position fn the very first rank dt h{l'ph>« 
fciien irith Mielthe seT ont^ Aa a-lawyer, he was pv§gf at hit p«t and 
elways prepared. As a speaker at the bar, hewas animeted, argumen- 
tative and eminently impressive4 force and perspipldty were his 
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•Mrtbnlw. . As » jodge^ lie wm «)dHeoin» diga{i«d, npttrtkl and iUe. 
This alevatod itatioki bo re«6h^ ftt ^ Mrlj ajse, and be largelj conttu 
bated by the parity of his periooal abaracter and the ene«>gy, wisdom and 
justice pt bis officii) aption^ to impress' upoo a new oonmiatolty tiial 
retpeet for, and sabmissioa to, An enlighteoed administratkNi af dia Isw^ 
which has in all times and under all aipoumstances nn^ so hoaoiably 
distinguished them. 

The moral qualitief of Hugh fj. White were oi the first order. Tnitbt 
Ihat basis upon wbiob must rest all tb^ Ttrtues be strongly JoveS, and 
scrupulously practised. His integrity wmT inflexible; no example of 
others, no ffisbion of the dmey^ub^tenipt bim, for a-n^oment, into any 
transaelion, questionable iih tbfi n^qtives, or equi^OQal in the tendency/ 
He was an honest man, and erto Icept bis escutcbeqn stainless; and tfaip 
ke binis^ regarded as the highest and niost honorable point In personal 
eharaetefrf Am a hosfaaiid* a fitbar aad aeigblRir« b* was all th^ a aanl 
sneb as ire ba¥e described Yfixa, eoald be expeeted tb be.' Hls'-loag aad 
active lift brought hifn in contact with society at points wbidi we mean 
not here to discuss; He li^as taiiob in the political f eryic^ of bis oountry | 
ereo bere we may be permitted to express the individual eonvictign tba^ 
|fa|b> pvio4 is not distant* wbebi flia tarmo&H of iba ^teaeiU iMifent having 
passed by,^fiMr, if atiyi of ills niMintrymea wfU be ibond 16 qnestian tbi 
motives of *bls public eoQdaet ^ to deny that, in all the solid ftnd e^en- 
iial qualities of a virtuous patriot and aii enlightened atatdsman,^ be win 
emuientlv diatinsDaisbed ftmftfif tbe> inan of bis tioML 

tJpon Jodg^ White's 4^th1>ebig anooonoed ia the Senate \n bis 
•Moesaor^ Mr. Abxaiidir Andetaoa^ the fttOtid^ for the aastonaTy 
hflnpn io be paid to Us meteery %l» seeonded hf Mr. Preston ct 
Sottth' Ca'rotiite, wha at the bUb^ tone^roooun^d the foIloi^Dg brief 
aad merited eulogy ttpeft tlie tictaea of the deoeaeed t ' . . 

^I do not larow> Mt.- Piende&t^ wbeUior I -mm ^emUled to the 

bonoY I am aKpat to assume la eeeondEfng the resolndbos whiSh bav^ 
just beeo o&ered lij the.Sooator froei Te^ioeeeeei^iA honor p{ his \ate 
pvedeeeiBor; aad yet^aify. I aai not aware that aoy otto ]nraeea| ie 



wtilltd lo HSb mduiiJkAjhbvat/d il belMgi to long teqtnual^ 
npty< to MQoerQ idniimtloilf sp4 to loliiiiilo int owum t i e. If these 
oliuwBBluieM do Ml onlltn mo to sposky I on BUrt' tFmj flenatot 
vn iM% Ib vio lAiiulMiiMt wUoK owoM hiB oim - D08Oni| in spologjr for 
mj denxe to reliero my own, Vj beftiitig lestimo&jr to'tbo Tirttm ond 
tifetitiiy *o loDg Bomees Olid gfoat itttftihraM; of Jo^ * 

^ M J htikriey and yeiiith were spent in a iegion eontignone io tlie 
qdiero of Ui oaiHw &flie apd vsofidBeM. Ao long aa I pan to- 
amwib er abjtUngi I redMmbor llio deep eonfidoneo tte kd }n$pit8d 
oa wiao Md nprlglit jn4ge, in wfciob station, jio toan erer enjoyed a 
poior Mpatatfotti-orestirt^fialied a nofe i)bj[ffiort relianoe in ISk aUfiti* 
and honesty. There waa an trnthfae atemness taid Jnatoesa In hia 
oharaoter/ By a genOhd oonaent fco'll'^ eifled dto. SMbseqaeiitly, 
at-a period of Mr publip affiiirs Tery analogomr to the present^ he 
ooenpied a position which placed him at tiie head of the Unaacial in* 
Stitntions of EaA Tennessee. He sustained them by his indiridnal 
duinteter. Hie name of Bagh L. White was a gnamntee that never, 
fiuled tb atteaot eonfidencoT Institntions were sustained by the 
oredit of a^ indiyidna!, and the only wealth of that indhidnal was 
his ehaiaoter. . 'IVom this move limited sphere of osefnlness and 
xepatatfon, he was lint brought to this more oonspicnons, stage as the 
member of an important coiliniiarion on the Spooish trsaty, in whicb 
he was associated with Mr. Taiewel! and Hr. King. His learnings 
his ability, his llrmness and |ndnstry, immediately extended the 
Inhere, of his . reputation to the boundaries of the country. Upon 
tie oompletion of that du^, ho oameinto tl^ia S^ato. 1 Of his .^a^or 
hei^e I need not ep^. His grave and toneiaUe (om; ia/oTei^ now 
before ua--tbat aia of patient attention,, of- graeo delibeiAtioi^.of on» 
xe^i^ firmness. . Hon Ua pasitieo ita of the high es i b cfeved, re. 
Sfcetedi honored; direyo in hfa plaoo-^flhrays ptepafM Ibr the 
business in hand*— nlwayf bringing to it the trdtfured reflections of a 
sedito imd ^fi^pnous nndeniandin^. Over one department of our 
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meat of our oowplds «dd diftcok stUtioi^ irilh the IndiMDs^ we ai) 
,def(»ri»d- 1)9 him, a^4 to, (hb iie. addr u ttw d biauielf with uiMpvipg 
labor, Aod. with, a wisdom, a patiaoe hOMMrolonooilhat JQfltiie4 iad 
TiD^i^^^ ^^ QOofidenoe.Qf the^Dato. ^ ' 

<< In peiT)^^. lifo h^ was MJable and airdeAt. l%o omrrMit of hts 
foi^liDgf was w4rm and strong. His long familiarity with publio 
afiau8,hsd iiot damaged tha. natucal ardor of his .tempenmaQt* W« 
all ^eSMmber the (}oop. feoling with whioH.ha so reoootly took leavo 
of this bod J, aod bow profouodlj that feeling war jMprooated. Tha 
good- will, the love, tho re^peet wlricb w^ bes^wed vpoo him thea, 
now give deypth and enB^gy to ^bo mpttrofvl feelings with whiohwt 
oibr a solei^ tribute to hia m$moirjJ* 



« « 



% I 



At a meeting, in the papitol at Washington of the perpona) frieodt 
and adgiirera anu)ng the meipbers of the House of Bepfeseniatiree in 
Oongresa^ of the late Hogh ]U. Whi^ of Tenn^ftiee, ofUlad on 'the 
2lBt instant, for the purpose of p^ing a tribute of respedt to his 
memory;. \ , ^ . , 

The Hen. Thomas W. Qhi^n, of Loaisiana, was called te' the 
Chair, and the Hon. William. K* Bond, of OhiO| waa appointed 
^cretafy: 

The Hon. John Bell, Of the Tennessee d^egation^ rose and .intro* 
duoed the object of the meeting, |ri th the following remark^ :-*- 

. As the senior member of the •Tennessee delegation, now present, it 
may be expected that I should staVe'the o(»jeet of this meeting, which is 
siAipl^ to' malce'sooie snitabl^ nfaoifestation of our sortpw for the death 
^ the kSl^ Jodge White, aad^to pa^ such tribote oftfespeot to the ^eel 
leooe of hiaohsiraoter, as I am eore will he eqoaUy grateftil to eur*own 
feeling^ aiM ^ his nomsvons lelatiTte and frieMsb whaiwer they n^y 
be», 

ifot having been a member of the Boufee of Representartires, the pre>\ 
cedents do not anthoriae the aannncialioa of his name in that body, nor 
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» 

admit th^ onatooury pff»e«^i^ Sa honor o( departed^ fellow ■ieiiitat& 
The 4e^ «Bd tii^ffeoted cpnoem with which tbe melancboly inteUlgeode 

' of liis daath was received by every member, whp had ibntied * personal 
aagiuiDVmcd with him in khe tfoono of his-pQUio.aervioey and the aax* 
ions Bolidtade thej expressed that some Tdod« should be adopj^edt bj 
wlijch they ooal4 testify. thair ^Uogs to .the '%or24» will^ • pOThfips, after 
ajl, be reganled as a highv testimonial of his* worth tbao ^xaj wo «aB 
now offer, . ' 

Ifanj ^^ro of opinkm that his long^ and nseCal ppblicfernoes, Ao vcyir 
arable aiga at which he had arrived, and oibdve -li^, tba mibtemisbed 
pttrity of iiis whole life^ wero svffieieBt to set aride all precedents, 'and to 
jostify.an ejrftraordinaFy proceedyig. in the Hoilse. Bat on redeotlofl, it 
was conoli»ded-Uiat nothing shonld be attenipted/'whlDhnnd^r theazeitck 
.neQt of ^e times; eonld be atliibnted* to any possibte motive exaept- the 

' desire of doing ainoere homage to the Tirtnes ol the.daoeased. I mast 
^nfesa^ however, there is something vetj ansi^tisfactory to the £M^ga, 
Ui the onstojaary proceedings of tbe two Bdnsea, ifpett the oooadoa of 
the decease of a memlwr. • Xl|ey. ^stt^ tat the oioet part, indiscriminate ; 
tb^e.l8 the s^me routine in every case; oftentimes the duty of speaMog 
H^e eulogy IS devolved npon pt^ who jiaa nelthec the heart to appreciate, 

, iipr perh^iSY theinoUnation to doJnsticQ to his menuny. I,^i)ierefore, oa 
•every ,aocoani, f re&^ the mode of , our present meeting. Here, there ia 
no .involnntary or exacted >hpmage; none.gixs their attendance^ hot 
those whose fediags .would Bot allow' them to h^abseat Haror toc^ wa 
can ipve foil scope to onr friendsliip and admicationif onrestralned by Iha 
twf oC^ving ol&»ace>o the taste.of the cold and indifferent.; aadbeddsSy 
it .is aoVtiip meiaber of Gengiass whose dea& we now deplore^ ta whoae 
me^tory we offer the^bnte of- our sorrow and our tears^ "* It is to tha 
man, th^ publid officer, th^ stateanian, who was aa lionof , and a bright 

.aad shining ooCf not only to the State ip whidh.he lijed, to the country 
he served so long, so ably, and so- faithfully; but to huinaa Aatnra 

' itself.' For If there be tnith in the proppeition, that the mA>leet woHc of 
Deity is an ^^hooast roaa," then vras.tbe late Bugh Lawson White, of 
Tennessee, onfirof the noblest spedmens of diviiie worhmanship. A(to- 
gethery he fomsed a^haracter of rata perfection. ' Though determined in4ila 
owif purposes of ardent asd decided' atUohments, though cAgaging fireely 
apd a^vely in all the concerns, o^ liflo, therf was nothidff in his whtfa 
career, Ho iaflnaity, -no aot» public ^ private; over w^ch his frienda 
aeed draw a veil in charity*- The history of his last di^ we idl know* 
Retiring from the Senate, in obedionoeto his prippiplesand that inexcnia* 
ble sense of, duty which; had influeocMid his whole lifb, though suffering 
f^Tu indlspasition at the time, he resolved to set out immedialely fiour hia 
ryadence in.Ten o^ es ee . Ii^qapabk^ fhmi Jeog habitaof self denial, af 
penunal inddgsacei the entrsaties-and wamings.of ids iTriandsy* who had 
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hat too «leaily fofMMi ^e pofk of M Ipiig^ a- tntTdl, In a ateon of tadi 
vaoonu^km stfterWf , were ufiovaillii^. Tbe expoMdn and pTiralaont 6f 
kifl jonmey irenr faUtt to bis healtbl Di^lMise fasti^ned or a tital part of 
hit 'fl^Uift, -aad h% finally soak aoier it, witk iSi^iud .6omi)osare and 
Ibififtii^a* » -. , '• 

AmtemJnated a m of nnoomittoii. tMefMnesa, add one ivliteli, I tnist, 
wlieii it ahan liepMiie tnoi^ generaHj knoitHY irill kaVe a -aaitrtai^ 
i^Ipress upon the Vrh6L& oouatry. Judge Whit^ was, iudeedf in 'many 
mpeels, a man •of nMrt rare and fMiettoQs eMfiowmeats^ some df. iHiich 
ttiay ha^e pmfed . ano beer r e d even hy'inaiiy of Ih^ who' ei^yed bfo 
frieiiAlHp dvrtef -the latte yean of hk ezntence. Qia manly paiieiiee 
•kid ■ foitltade vndiic the aeveresi - aAiotfons^ are kho^#)i to b«i^ fqrw. 
ThMgh tender and aflfectknurte to the last degree; in his'denieetie Mia- 
"^ota^ yathia potl^iit endnranee mtdei^fhe p^tea^ an^ sidat oiferwhelm^ 
lag dcmestlo bereavements, wna almoet -anparbimian. By* eaffing to bis 
nd thet^' fkat fiiealty, whifebf with him, when once< stimntoned into 
aetion, wa» atiaolato and i^rineible, he c<miM appear among his friends 
with seteidty opon his hhiw, VMe Ids heart was ^eree^ wy(h tlteheeaert 
Mkgaish. 

It may ntot ha generally known, that this Venerable patriot yas) kto 
In life; destined to the affliction of bebdding thexJl^Jeots of bSs enfrf^ pafer- 
nal daife, the pride, and Joy> And hope of Ms aflfectionift 1^, stricken by 
Iha ^ Inaadate atoher," o1a€ b^ne, inaneoesiion^ mitil two only of a lovely 
and eheriihed gronp of ton- remained; and what^se^ed yet a hardl»r, 
ffid more relentlesa fbtip, $tt thesa'tonk:into the ixn^H^ti^ fUl matnri|y->^ 
Uaapnft in the vigor of manhood^ nid giving higb proralsa of attlfieir 
ftitherwa»—tii)9 move lander and lovely 'ifietnbers of hia family' in tha 
ftiQ bloom of ydn^^ftilbeanl^. Tel so^stemwaa the sense of pnbBediity, 
which always govemedthis ettdneat ettiaed, that, at its bidffing, I have 
known him to allow tiiniBelf bat a single hoar in which to w^ flie early • 
doom of stil) aifoCher ^* daaghter dear.^' 

By a Singnlar and nnfbrtnnate coincidence, a'ineasdre oif great intpor-^ 
tanoa la the Sdnato o( which be had 'charge, and whieh^he aIone^4lt>m. 
his intimate aoqoaintaii^ wfth^ ^e Bol]|}ect, was a^Ie to explain and 
enlbrae, waaset for tiie very do^ o» nldch ha reedved nie mehmcholy 
ttdings of this new bereavement; The measara was argent^ and admit* 
tad |M> postponement. ' One mo^nt I saw him wfth his heart wma^ Vy 
iBexpi^»rible angaisi) — ^the nett, ke appeared in^'tbe Sanate, eompoeed' 
and resolnte, and a moment altorWafds ho entered npon one of the hblMl 
9Bd moat a^tive'speeohea ever dbR^^red by him in 'that body! • 

One other illmtratibn of these less oonspicnoaa, and pcik^haps, leas nae* 
M ^feaUtioB^ yet still so charactetistlo of the man, I cannot* forbear to 
fjlve. I wpnld speak of his grai^tode— fb^^Hrtae wMch ha liighly prized hf 
kimsell; and the vf^tton of Which in otkere^ he was lesa able to be» 
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iKtH any tnan I hAT% kBovn/ Yet thig eop^ trftler as it It, he tHM, near 
the elose ofhlt valnabl* life, eompelled to draU to the dre^. 

It gIVM me great pUamife to see in this aaeemblj so many of tl^oM 
wiio aaaiated- rnpon anether, but very* di Arent oooaricn, to ooasecrate, 
and oaneikiae tbe last'imblie let of this distin^ished pablieserrant , The 
generous sympMrf^ the jast msaaare of approbation and applanae 
yoa bestowed upon hia poblie eouBa^ and upon the piindpks and 
•entiments he arowed Itt tiiat, ids last inteUeetnal effort in tl^ 
capitol-^-in this worl^-— coAtribnted to Qiake the dose ^of his publio 
eareer the prondest and liioet gloHoiis efent of his 4fft. I aza sure ilj 
vTiXL long be a satjecfr of pleasing reflee^n to each of yea^ to be 
infermeA thai the' reoolleotioa of the .friendship *and' adnriradoD so 
kindly manifested by yon oA flia^ occasion, oontlpned to anima^anJI 
console him dnring the reiaaining, l>ot too shorty perio4 of Ws^e. . It 
aapported him in his piunfdl Joomc^y home, as the fetters which now lie 
before nse taOij CTince. It oonlinued *to be Ihe tre4neBt theme of hia 
conversation and of bis pen' in the lost .days ef his afflie^on, and it 
afforded K gleam of light to illnmine die darkness of his last Imot. Thia 
will net ^>pear eztraordindsy, whea we\now that ne^t to the approval 
of hjs own consdenoe, he valned and coveted, above all thfai^ the good 
Opimon of his friends and ooantryniea. Qis great ambition throngh'Iife 
was to live without repiy>aoh, Uy be esteenled in private Ufc^ an honest 
man, and in j>ublu^ iC'useftd ui^ feithfel servant This was his paasioBy 
aadsorely do maainqw timea, threap io teg. a Bf<y<^ filMng se 
many important stations^ h«i ttred so w<lH and A> sQcces^fb&y uf to thst 
standard.his ambition had pre^eribed for the regulation of his conduoi 

It b no common-place or tmmeaning eology ,to aay, tbit Artatidsa jMsi 
«ot iliore JasL He was in truth a model to two generationa, for the 
QMnl oonfermathNi joiihb yottt|i of the eovotry asoimd him--4 odbor in 
whiA to d]«as>themsslve0.o«t m att the metal ^Koelleneeaef oar nat«r# 
— 4n all those ^aalitiea Trhieh mak* up the embea^y MAd aai -diatia-. 
gnislied citizen* . ^ . . 

When we r^ect upon the keen sensibility of our lamented 'friend, hia 
leading pasdon^^the moderate though noble- measure of his ambition. 
Judge ye what must hkve been the inteodty of his^emotions when«— afW 
a life of nearly tort^ years spent in the public Service, filling with the 
unanimous 'approbation of the whole people, for so long a period, the 
high^t and moat responsible stations, without pensure or reproach^ or 
question of Hs-fidcUty, and at a time,' too, #hen,.1n (he oourae of nature, 
he verged towards Hirdose of hti public HOKm-a-he was abruptly driven 
from the public coundls, dismi^Md that public service he had So long 
adorned, not only with inditerence, but with personel indignity and 
iiiteetite Superadded. ITe c« better Imagine than embody in words the 
eftetr«f miohtrsaftiMiitiipoa«.«Mneonstitate^askew«i. b truths il 
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oiOM near riying Iiis noMe h«ait. For a moment it quite/ vuiqnislMd 
him ; for one mQRieiit bis iBflexible spirit seenfied to give ivsay^^ba^it^ was 
oxily for ft mop^ot. The ooosdoosness of having discliax^ped every doty 
faithfully to the last, and a strdng ieose of the annserited oenibttra.whidi 
l^ad been past apofi him, soon came to his rtj^^ and nstered him to the 
exehsise 9f hjs acHsostomed'fortita^ and poirer af-endoranoei 

'My fadings will allbw.me to prooee^ no farther. 1 offer to tber jiee^ 
ing, for their adofftion, the resections whieh I liold bt mj iandi. ' 

• * 

•* , ■ . ' • • ■ ■ , 

^Ri§ei/»0d, Tlu^ the prefent »M^ag, cipBipoMd of the penoaaf, Ariende Mid* •dmhren •€ the 
late Bofh Lawiod White, of TenaeaMe, ItKwe noelred tlie infoDntt^ dt his death vith the 
deepeM emotfon and reyfet* 

ffMlMrf, xaaft, hi teitisloiv oflhOM fcrilngi, and at' Mae null trfbate of reepeet Ibt Iha 
r«re' rlrtuea, t(e dietlncoiibed (^ttity and oecftilneMyfU man who, hi Ma whoVa )Uis, wife a» 
extaiple fit 'for the etadj and tmltatlon of the prtboDl an^MUtare gea^iatloaf o^hia eoaatrrami, 
We wW wear thh ottatemaiy hadge-of ikiokrBiiit tiiHiif ihir^ daft. 

• • • . ■ • 

^ After the reading of the above V^86lQlioDs, Mr! Wise^ of Virginia, 
roBe^fliid paid an eloqiknt tribute to the charaoter of Che deceased^ 
and when he had concluded bis retnaria the above resolutions were 
unanimously adopted, ..#...,. 

, Thereupon, ;onin»laon of Mr, Wiaai 

'a ' m. ' 

Eeioived, Vbat the cl^trmam oY thla meeting fnnrard « oopy of t&aae'prodfedtmk to the 
MUKt of thr^eeeuetl. 

Mfoht A , iKattopKaofthAatprOMadteiph^aafiito the eiHon of 1lhe'"VatlOQal Iht4B- 
g(&eer " and the "* KnozvlUe TUnefe/* with afeqoeat thft tha.iaiv he pohUhad la their rw 
l^iUTep^pera. " - C «_ L s 

' « TROMi:s W. CBteif, Chairmm. 

«WiiuAif R. Bows' <9!flefi to y* y .- 

• • .- • 

• At tb#p Young' Men'a WMg*Coftvent^ aiaemUied. b BftltimOre, 
Mafp 1841^ Mr« A. IL Bomes -of .Tennessee Mi^ calW npon for a 
report frMkl thftit State, alluded In the foUowing tout^ing strifin to 
J(idge White. Th« ^ Madisonian " says, one of th^ most striking 
ih'cicknts of the day Wto tbe manner in ivbicE (h*e immense assemblage 
rebeived liis rejference to thd good and great Hugh L Whit^' He 

/ " Fellow. Qiti^ens ; In the midst o( this ' an^y; of lianne^,' l)Qroe aloft 
1^ tlie stout arms of freemen, theie is cm robed«in tlie sable wieda of 
mottViung. Tennessee deplores the death, and this day<«hcttu>rs the mem^ 
* ory^of Hugh L. White." ^ , . - • ^ .. 

« 

^ The. very moment the^n^oud of the de|>arted.pa|rioi waa meotioBe^ 
the thousands who smoundect tba lostnim ■aa^altto^onsly took«ff 



tlieir hat^'^ beoi %mx b^fb m mostnilU hoowge to Ikilr aieoiory. 
Tbe. effect wtt ingtaAtaa e e m ^ as aublime'— was tleetriic 
• Mr. Humea'oontl&aed :^- . 

Toti, m j ooiiatn^ezL t by ybor nnoovered beads, at the menfioxi of Us 
gteat bame^'aod by. the holy and virt^lo^iB lQdlgnatio|i y^a fool, writtea 
in I^ble characters, upon eyery face m this yast assembly, pay a jn^l 
tribute to the wortib^ of th$A parted patriot ' He hdw sleeps With *^ the 
iUjistrioas dead." fils heivrt nor lon^r ^robs with. the> puhadooB of 
freedom.; his Tolce' no longer eloqnent in the oogiUals.of the natkm, fa 
hnabedfof eTer,'dnthennbr^bensikQ0epf thagrava^. «x 

Mr. Qqinesiin aUn^iog to the muvenal praBor^oa of tbet pfwiy 
{apower»BAid: — . • -."/'♦• 

^ ** Am'ong the many victimfl, who ha^ bled upon the altar of this mod- 
jBn\.Moloeh, this jieroe,'relentlee8 despotism, was that man, who has been. 
Jnstly termed ^ the Oato of the Bepvblic.** He forsook a past Admims- 
tration in the noon-day of i^ power in defence of the Oonstitntion and 
the lawft— he renonnoed adheranoe to men, for the sake of principle. He 
**pa8se4 tile Bnbicon^ and the decree went ^ forth. He was &mwA«{ 
from ofllce— «ncl with a heart frill of deep, nnntterab]a feeling, and a ven- 
erable form, -trembling beneath Jbe palsying hand of age, he returned, 
onoe mora, to tiia peaoeM abodes df priTate life. But.tbe.stoims of 
winter, and the baseness of iagratitnde, *^ niK>re atrong than traitor^s ann, 
quite Yan<|tiished him.*^ Disease and oalnmny completed their work — 
he returned, to his Qhal home--a dishonored #oil received the ashes of her 
ii^nred e^^ Ther«^ we miglit hope, ha woul4 reat yi ipdistprbed 
repose. Btitnol with fieAdish malignity, "do his defamers pursue him. 
Like fieree hyenas,* they prowl arbund jbia gcave, and insult his ii^jiured 
manes. But,' fellow citizens I there ie a day of terrible retribution. 
The blades <9f twenty thousand ft^epnen a^' leaping froift their spibbaids 
to revenge I48 wrongs. A Voice, from his fre$h sodden grave, spedu in 
tones of thunder to you, this d^. The foul stain upon the brightness 
of- gallant Tei^ieeBee, will soon be wiped off"— her glory ia eclipsed, 
but not departed — the dark spot upon her broad di^ will soon pass 
away, and the year 1641 wiil dawn 4pon the ^onhg fiijritzerland of 
America regenerate and redeemed/' , « 

* 

^ These eloquent tributes to the niemory of Judge White, emanating 
from such high sourcea, were, oertainly, jp*ateful to his many Mends. 
They were no less gratified by the miiny other marks of the same 
deep respect for hik cBaraoter and of the eame unaffeeted sftid 9mt)ere 
sorrow manifeated at his loss by the t>eopIe. 
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A htftMou of "miKiia -flmtored itf Bow^ Ooimij^ ¥eimeB8M, 
when Judge WhaM Aed. Wkcn tbd newi of his ^Itadi wm carrieH 
to the place, by teqtiaftt at Vti% commauUtlg oAoor, ^e ereat was 
announced to th« t>Atta)ioh, hj Thomas J. Cajnpbdl Es^., Vko was 
^ pYe^oty'-aiid wbo added apj^ropriate r^arln toachiiig his publi6 and 
private characteri Thjb whole battalion evihced the deepest interul 
on the ocoasioo, and unanimoudv detemunedon their return nacch 
from the deldf^proeeed with muffled drumi^shiotided in Uaofc^ which 
waa iMdODij^gljF doiM.- , ' '* 

Another incident ^wa the afieotioQ with w&leh ha was tegaiM 
hj the people. At the great whig contention held in E^oxTille, in 
Attgttst, 1840, a gentleman who was preseslyjHid heard Col. Dand 
Wr Dickenson's speech, sajs that, ^ when he (the ortftor) c^Mne lb 
speak of Judg0 White,** almost .^yerjr man in that Tast assemblj waa 

m teats. 
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CONCLUaiOH. 



. ,EAYur» giTen, tbe -kading incidente in the life of Judge Wbit^ 
and 9hoWB him. firm id his adherence to all hia duties both of » pub- 
licandyfriTate nafeipreyiii defiaooe of all deounciatibBi .or aediieti?e 
indaeacee, the subject might well be.left^ m the confideut beUef that 
posterity will not jEail to render . that aw|rd of /ottj merit vhiph hit 
character so eminently deaanfev ^.Testknoniajs to his worth have 
been inserted from so many and snch high authorities, that it is 
scarcely necessary to say much in conclnaioii. .But for the move per- 
lect completion of tbe task a few oWervatios^ may not improperly \^ 
added, descriptive of hia aj^umnce, or tUustrative of hb character. 
, Bis healthy naturally delicate bad giiv'en him much trouble from 
tbe y«ar 1619 until his death. Eisjun^ were4h^ seat of hia diseaa^ 
and altheqgb he was nev^ so ill as 19 nsnder it necessary for him to 
absent himself from hia paUie dutiesi yet his hemoorhiq;eajrere ao 
frequent as to W^ him in a' constant state of appsehfusiott. 

Hia persoivil appearance changed but little townrds the dose of 
h^ life ; he retained his erect form, and elasticstep^ almost- to iha 
Ijisl iHe had a& acnts sense of the ludicroui, j^nd was % louver of .wit| 
although his appearance indicated a want'of tnirthftilness. 

Assiduity in hisi waa <;omUBed vith gleat mental aativiigr* He 
was distinguished for his ability to apply hia mind ifetenady and pn^ 
tnotedlijr^.and for an innaoal posset of ,eonoentiatiDg bis thoughts 
upon a ainglasubjeoi Aeeustoovsd from the beginmng to considei 
sefionsiy the impediments in tbe way of Us attainahg an object, he 
attentedly weighed thenv and wh» he had andertahen to ezeonte 
his piirposa, hia perseverance- overaame eveij obstacle* Additional 
obfitrnetions awakened addi^onal strength, new and unforeseen diffl* 
euities led to the-deTica of n^vr and .unferaseen eipedients, uhtil he, 
who might, in a'senss^.bure' appeared te be weak, and unable U> main- 
tain his owji position, waa. ehaa^^ into en iotellectaal giant^ divM^ 
ing his adversary of his armor, destroying hia strotig4K>ld| aqd lead- 
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ing l)im captive at bis wilL Bis«nhid ^as not of that briffiani orto, 
vboae only uae ia to astound - the.^aldtiidai. It 'delisted nol to 

' indulge ia fligbts 'of tbe imagination, nor in aallioi of witi It did not^ 
diieflj.reiy on ct^umBtances for its opetotion. What it bad aooom- 
pliahed at'ona time; and itk one claas of circttmStanbes, it oodd also 

'aoconjptiah* in others of a widelj difierent naturei Those mental 
effi)stf trhi<ih depended on exteilial i^d occasional excitemests in 
ot])er men, wer^ bj i^ustij and perseverance easily and ba^itaallj 
performed by him. It was this reliable and ready power ypbicb made 
him equal to tbe ekigenecietf bf every eanse whieh'^ be undertook, and 
tbe duties of ereiy dfltee ^bidh he was called to filL The TigoCp 
which in 'sei^e other inen of eqna],. fnd ]perfaaps sop^io)^ genius 
was ffuctnating and doiifafihl, was with«bim' inoi^ uniform^ 

He was a de^ &inkiea*,'and remarkable for his power qf oompaii- 
ton and of diseoverin'g inoonsisteficie^ and ef eloduog his idetas hi 
Mtilable langna^. 

Be examhied thorevghly the slgtMenta of otbetSi his tnind grasped 
tsnd retained ibe leading points of a siAgtect with gfeat vigor, and fail 
reasoning was so clear, that he ma^e hU ifeaS int^ligiUe to tbe 
aDdenftanding ^of alL His style was IbtcfUe^ penpiouAUflr and condse. 
Ks sentences were commonly *shorc' and io Mected nnd' arranged 
that whatever be saSd.cotild realty be toltiawpd. His style wi^ often 
^araiive,for purposes of ijhidtraiioa ; nterver for tbe'iudce of omaraent 
Hp addressed himself to *the vndsntandittg and moral senaibilitiss 
and no{ tQ £be passiotui^^imd when speiAing, either in popnior askem- 
bliesj'or in parliaibeniary debate, Ids manner was marked by theinoafe 
impassidned eamesibiess ind he^ seldom £uled to fix the' attenti<m' of 
bis hearers. . ■ '■ - \ V 

•The ^pecationa of bialmnd woe wpUd ; hie feelings were quid: and 

intense and aase^tiUe df exquisite ^joymiot'i^ ettveme pain. His 
meatd activity grew out of an /urdeot temp6is8nei|t. Heiteed tossy 
that be was nataiAlly 01^ of tbe meat iiritabla and passioiglife gf bsiIbd, 
but be governed his temper weU, and<tbat was oiki^secret of tbe influ- 
ence which he exercised over the pinds and conduct of othenc ' ' « 
'His own parity of motive rendeiied him alow'to suspect or to^ensare 
the doings of othen. Tet he was not defident •inObe )|fpwer of resist- 
ing ; and he never allowed hi4 cbaiaoler to be trifled with, his rights 
invaded, or bis friendi imposect upoA, This trait was more frequenify 
eaepcised and dearly exemplified, by meaba-^of dicmn^ances oooof^ 
ring 4nring 4he last yean of his life. 






'Sis inoomptftla iniegriij Va^ liowet«r, the most pmmTiiieiit fea- 
tuTB in bfi irliole chmeiter. He abhonM Che suBtletjr with which 
wmnetdfocaJtM are flc6uttomed to plead^ imd to soek to obtain «n unjust 
yerdict,*aiid er^iy codne where raooeas depended upon 'managei^ent 
and intngue'he regarded ntf unsound. * Neilher p^montA frfendehipa^ 
nor peFBonaKditUkes or anJiaoBitiedi ever colored his decipioni ; and^ die 
feevacy of hie opitdetts and* his imc6mprodiisiiig hcmesty secured for 
hisiiiawersal req>eot 

la private' life he was TemarktiUe for Oe d^i^ndsimplieitf of 
his mcQBerB. In aU his transacticttis the saihe honorable firfinkness of 
heafct madiisBted its^£ No inetanee is known in which his ](A^Wly 
was eter saspeetcd, HiscTomesdoliahit^wiBre^itaiple. He was an 
eai^ riseiv and When he had too particular hu^tteas to transact, he 
9pent hiS'^me in reading or in some- o%her useful occupation; He 
. was aneto^Ileat marksman, and h>de mmdi ^)x horseback. Manj df 
his journeys to Wasbingtcm were pe^rmed'in that way, and so par- 
(iealar was he in hitf attentba to, his horse, that he was never 
known ^tAke his meikh without trst seeing that it received attention. 
Although his fkmily'weVe prdlrided Uberallj with 'domestics, his habit 
was to.v^ait uponrtimseIf,*and4)e seldom <»1Ied upontheiii for atten- 
tions; he .requircid hitf (^lildren to iin!(;ate this example. He wi|i» 
systemmtic and orderly in fU'hls 'hilBiia; ,he had^ a place for efmry- 
ihing and kept everything in its pkce. He pafrticularly dfsKked any 
disturbance in' the arrangemtet of hiaroom-; and wt^f-quick to d^^t it. 

' He was not insensible to praise or /sensure. £te valued much the 
good opinion of hi»'fellow-inen-<-but highly sfii he prized ^e'appToba- 
fion of the public in regard \,b his public pohdqct, he vahied iar more 
the testimony of his compiinions fmd eoiiipetitorsin'the same profe^ 
ai6n, and of his neighbere and friends, who had been witnesses of his 
tdndut^t from tils 'entrance upon the busy scenes of life. . SEb reputaljon 
in'di&iant'parts/of the tend, was- not greater than that he enjoyed in 
his own State and town. By his fong and constant attention to the 
h^terest of his friendiEl^ he had become so tedeared to ih^m, that they 
never withheld ai^ expression of their warmest approbation, or lost an 
opportunity of bestdwing their tenewed confidence and honors upoi^ 
him. In all* the domestic relations his character was without a stain. 
He was a devoted husband, an affectionate father, a kind neighbor, 
and a good master. His servants loved, yet feared to ofiend him. 
He rarely passed one offhem; however small, without speakiag a kind 
word. 
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Oae 'br tvo necdo^wiU ,«»i8i^lify tUi tfiM. ' Judge Wkite 

. owned a number of ilaye^i iwd had a. inieMf^ lo Ma Ihe* ikej dU- 
cbarg^d Iheur duty. J^ bo happened thai the fimly were wnfirovided 
with ftfal at a time wh^i ti^ w^atber^beoMBe «9lreiBeIj cold Md 
sftpIeaeaQl, and probably neither Ib^ aianager-iiqr Mrrante were ap- 
prieed of ^ hfstf pt it they wewf eooaideml thai no. one in his 
^Bensea wpuld tUA of torniog out in atfeb weaker. The n^preee 
irefe QoUected anrand t h)g-heap fire in their oabine^ and the naaa- 
ger, a man pf hyob meant alight figife»4V.delieiite' ennetil^on, in 
his own nomfortaUe quarter^ eU in fidl Tiew^ of ' Jndge. White's 
dwelling, (Jp^ b^ng . notified that there w4s no woody the Judge* 
vitbqut ju^inga word to wf pne* oil ihe Mbjeoti protaeted himaelf 
as weH es he oonU against thf we^tber/went to the etaUOf harncsaed 
the honee<Mid hitchfsd.thett to the wagon before it waa Jaiown what. 
ho mm doing. As sooi^ ee.tbe j^ows teaohed the eabins haywas inh 
.mediately waited on to knew «bai were his wishes. Be i|«ry fliildly 
jmd calmly requested the jpaana^ and senrants all to i^tncn to .their 

. homes, and make themitekes eomfbrt^Ue ; thai Jm eonld, without, 
" Ihe least iaoonTeoienoe, enduvo the cold. Of jeonrse he wes not left 

' iioaB, howeTsr^bat madn it a pmjitt tc^ dnye fhe^ horacf hisoodL ' 

In fehting tUs, the manager saidi as long^ as^be ^ with Jndg^ 
"Wbite, sfter this, he nsTer found the weadiar4oo bed to do nhatoTcr 
was neoessary to be .done.. • . - 

A }ittle domestic eosmrreo^ mv indieatcf his careful OTonight of 
the mon4 training of his/a|niij« ' • / • 

. O^B jSatnrday In. Augostj a g?«hd^ughter *and two nieeea of 
Judge White went dot tp make their giiniafiiithev and uneW a visit. 
The Judge was then livk^ in th^^ubu^bs of the lown, and n^ac him 
resided p Frssbyterian e^ergyman. ^ Soon after theit/miYaly It wne 
announced by ono^ of th^ company that .the Bev. Air. M-**-*-^ had a 
l^hcb tree loaded with ripe ^t, the £n^' that had been Seen Aat 
season.. It was aa once, agreed by the whole pmrty^ including the 
Judge's daughter attd'a,gi«nd-<laugbter, residing* t^ him^ to visit 
the parson's garden some time du4ng the day, and, if possiblei pro- 
puie some of the fruit The day passed away plenantly ebongh 
until dinner was orer, when the Jittle party /issemb)^d tb^mselTss 
togetiior, and began to spedulate as to the beat means of ai^complish- 

) log their object Aftet some, consultation, one of the number, rather 
more expert than the ^^ proposed that the daughter apply to the 



£»tiier for p^mMm i^ the. paitj to t9h« ft.mDr. -Tlie vaMMon- 
ablei»eM>f th^ Ikmut (Ibr it wu mid-dag^ of nudl«Hnii^)/«tniD]^ t&e 
Judge's mind as imtliMr <)dd for tfiioli leofeetlioiii tad lie ai ebee iegMi' 
t& idterrogtie.se to the objeofti sod ^mlioBy end .extent ef the nim- 
Ue. All qveetiena wer» ^^npUy^Mieiiered, thai but a -shori^ivalk 
WM ooBt^]dated, not htjfmd, the'eo^fiiies'ef aa enolosQie) eoatalaMlg 
some eightoen ^aeiefl^ which lay immediately in frdqt of the heitoew 
Fioellyi toDseni'was obtaiiied^ fant it fat^ ezpreeiiy eigoined i^en Ae 
yomigMiec^le that they ahoaU not tianseend the bomds agieed upon; 
'BooDets were y«t on, and all hands started^ off in high iiirits'; aotae 
of them^ periiapsi fearing that they wave lAigeged in a lather hfmti- 
pjos ezpeditioBi'httt adU not snffioiently impietoed wiih-lhe^idea to 
indmee theot to abandon ^ it The go^ company sannteved along 
leisorely for some timoi overy now and then ,one of them terning 
round to see that no one was near who eotold er wotild report thent 
AAMriaekhig an almost entire eifel% they reaohed at length that 
part of the lot which Uiy nearest the ptfrson's. It was new determined 
that three of them shoold irauift on' watoh, while the other two 
erossed the fbnoe, west to the hottse and bbtained permission ta p^ 
ther the frait. BowoTer^ npoa reaehing the place, they foond the 
hcinse clo^ed,*and thewh<^ fiunily absent Ek)> net Ifting the idea, 
df bei)ig^iaa^pointed| d^ey resolyei^y as 4siionmstanees did. not seem to 
fiwor their obtaining tfie fruit by lesTe^ that it wonM do do harm te 
helpktbemsehes te a hw Withcot leaTO. Aprons were filled, and a 
retarn anade^to join' their fbn^er comrades. Now all was glecy each 
one feeling perfectly satisfied that they had not been' discotered. * 
Seats Were ^prosured nnder a large eak tree, the frtut disposed of, and 
the seeds, scattered, and the iittle ftfts be^ to retrace their steps. 
They had get abont half way when they met the Judge, who aceosted 
them with << Well^ children, you did not go oulflfder' <»No, sir,*^ 
re^nded sU, save the daughter, who was silent, and feeling ^seme 
misgivings about deceiving her fathei^ returned and 'conimunioi^ted 
nil .that had taken place, though remonstrated with' by her friends, 
and urged not to expose them. This conduct, of course, drew upon 
them .the displeasure of the Judge.. • Be directed them to pieeeed to 
the honse^i^d notto leaioe ui^til his return. In the course 4i Wk 
hour, the whole five were summoned to appeared in his presenoe. 
There being no alterative, they obeyed--^ all the time ^ling that 
they would rather laoe the world than the Judge, under the eircuoi- 
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Bteaoet..- Aftlv h^aiio|^ ttet tbe^ Judge M ii ito Wi o e4 tl^ iv1m>1« 
aibir ffchn a wiadoir ^n the -Booond floor, tod Imuih^ a kMie of 
Bome I twenty er tUrty miiiutM' length, many fMomisefl of better eon-^ 
dttotin 'future were giTeDy' and tdoee ol theq^^aot bekmgiBg td^ thf! 
JMQlly, began to make arnm|;^meiitci ibr heuiei 'To* tills Judge 'Whitff 
ob|ecte4y aaaariag tb^ni that tbey akoi^d lUra tea- in 4hDe to rotttm 
befoifia Bigbt. HeM again tiie foUtj trio werv oo^peUeii to^ftee hha 
at taU^. Searoe ^it-word waa spoken. JShw tbey were aoABred to 
dbpart; and it bepam^ the Jndjge'a liine h& take a etrbll. Be retnned 
with )i^8r hands fall of peaoh-aeed, and presenting them 'to bis oUI- 
dreo) jBaid^ h^ bad'alwaya heard (hat.stol^afUiiMB 4fte beat» and 
reqq^9.ted them to plant thflr seed, and thereby *he aav^ the neieessity 
of rdbbiivg ft olergyn&an'a orohaid^n fotitfe. There etand the tveca- 
now; a mopnment of disobedienee, and other javenile ysteadittoee* 
The lett(^ was ' never fcnqgotten. ^ . -•^''^ 

The elevated 'moral qualities and* the lofty mented powM/ whibh 
nre esBontial to the cbaraeter of .a' perfeot statesman Wens nmted. in 
Jndge Whit^. Intrepidity ^nd deteni^ioatioa'were combined -.mth 
free^o^ from prejudice^ and Arom eAM^Hea o{ every kind/j and ^nn^ 
neas of pt^rpoae, which seemed to. ealoalate the conse^uenoes of doing 
bis dnt^, with prpdenoe in oonnsely teid energy in aietigin. • 4>t the 
time of his de^th he Jiad nearly eompleted his 68th ^r, atad *h^, 
l^een engaged uninterhipledly almoq^ forty yeais h hborioiis pnbUe^ 
4atie9, and at tl^e close of his peliiieal life^ Ife eahibited tiie sama 
parity of intentionf,and eameStn^n and -ardor in tb^ promotion of 
the pnblio ^^^Ifare^ wfaieh were manifbated in his earlier dfjni*' 

9a iHia strictly jnit in his dealings with all. men, whether of hori- 
n/Ms or friendly idtereon^. He loathed anything like dopli^aty. 
His.desire was, to be to all men in tratfa^ what he appeared to diam 
to be. His great purity of character pkced him above the blri^oea 
of pQlitios, and/ conseqnently, he was seldcmi or never oott^isaitl nv«n 
of thos^ of his own party. 

.Upon this trait Dr. Bamsey remarks : . u 

' l.eattVe^oUect well when he was last a candidate Ibr the filate Sennter 
He was t^ honest to act the demagogQe, and ba44oo high regard fbr^ 
the constitoency to try to deceive ef flatter thei^ He > addressed oidy 
tbeir cool and dispassionate jodgmei^ — neSUnr lavghing himself ncOr 
exciting laughter in others; I remember that he«iip(^ of hia Competitor 
rarely, and that then he used the adjective wnstky when he did mention 
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Jikn. ' He ne*«r ipoke. to> Bmrnm/^ (exooM -th* lalguim),. aa4 
kich< 6nki0-is tkat be. never oonrted tbe ^ple, ,«er -ioaj^hfe to br 
Aiei^ f^torite. He IrieA lo deteft^ ^f^^^ oiftte 4hMft. to to- 
eei«eit 

In nkticm to other pomfei id^uigd WUto's duteeteTi Br; Biubmi^ 

• 

' Anoibet intftanoe of benbTokfice, inoT^ private* bdt not'lesihonoi^bble 
to bit mei^oiy, I may not-bxiit to mentioti ; at it was not berald^ abroad, 
and, indeed, Iraa known only to a few, ifftimate fHends; lief / T. H. "Nel- 
■bn, padior of tbb Old Preabyterian Cbarob in^KnotVille, was, aei# weH 
known, a pbor nill|i;*a0d inadequately supported. In tbe ereetion. of bie. 
tiomble re^denoe be^bad not oply e;ihatist^ bitf piiTSlte mteis, hvik 
bad oontvaoted considerable debt, Wl^lob' be bad no means .of Uqty 
dating, and wbicb bung like att incaboe npon bis drooping spirits. For 
some reason, too, a portion of bis salary )uidt not been paid ; and tbese 
aoeomnlsted dlsoooragements led bi^ akbosfr to;despair. Judge Wbite, 
^ougfa not a member of his cbdrob, bearing of the embarrassed condi* 
tion of Mr. Kelson, called npon CaptaiV.Crdhieri an elder in bis cbarob, 
and prep<feed tot)e one>df eight, eit, Or eren four, to assume Mr. Nel- 
Bod'a difbt,' And take up bis note, tben in bank, Ibr the amount " In tfab 
captain he foiind i congj^nial- ^irit. Four men were !qnnd wbo paid 
tte bank debt; tbe note was *Bnt to tbe minister oanceUe4« and his mind 

• • • 

The judge 'was present^ once when an effort was being made to get hp 
a dancing school. He fayordd the object by remarking, "*tbat youngs 
men sboudd ftfarn to dance, for If they were unable to participate in that 
amueementi tbpy would at parties Resort to (»sr(2«,'whioh would lead to 
ffamliiing. Hd was a great student ; if be wain not always reading, what 
was still better, be was always thinking. Earnest and pibfound think* 
ing was a (perhaps t^e) prominent feature of his intellect. He thought 
<(ni<^y, yet deeply and accurately. Wbat others found by a paibs-tak«> 
ing searcb and tedious investigation, be obtained intuitively. To look 
at a subject at all was to penetrate it with an eagle's glanee, to touch 
Iras to dissect, to handle was to unravel and analyse. He wrete well, 
yot bis productions possessed few of tbe embellishments ef art» and noiSe 
^ tbe.ornaments of style, though always enlivened and brilliant from 
tbe flashes of a tcoe and innate eloquence. 

idke other tVnly great men, Judge Whitens manners were simple and 
nnpretending. fie rarely, ont of tbe private circle, jested, and though 
an impressive and inifanictive talker, be' never was loquacious. In* large 
assemblies be' was rather rettskig and tatiitum ; and yet when ho did 
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•peftk, thflf sttttitfiMi «f ^ wy bciaftr WM anr«iCedirilb1b« goi^ 
llie orif^tttf , MgA ftli« |wol«idi«j tf hU MnmrlDft. ' Whfve h» choM lo 
«M tiieni •• wtspoQB of defqMe, ^ r«bovlt<} ^ilBQfcnsIlxto faxmy, ridieoli 
and Mrcum, and wo^ to the antagonist on wbom be taraed these italmT 
sients of tortare» accompanied by tbe signiicnnt pointing of hU fing«^, 
md 4hA ?iillieit9t flivya$ of. bis fierejiig ejtf-^" I wenld. rather b# in 
h«Iii'' exclaimed a profane juror, ** ihtA to have been in — ^'s ^oea kh 
day, in the ooart'faouse.'' And yet to bis friend* ba vas baMtHally kind 
imd benigaaati «nd laitWbl. . Hone wera i;^oro so^ba w^ gr^TO witbont 
btfag iMHi|^ty» and'digaifiid wifliont being arrogant* Ha had a.'kl^ 
fnaerte and. a ooagsqaef tial bearing, which belong Id, asid ai» inaepa- 
faUef«om,4ippej|ior mental endowments, and sapetioi moral priaoipHi 
and a i^ara piA^lie iuid piiyata virlne^ bat nothing, of the aapiBToilioas- 
gaess that^beloajsi to» or ia atfectod, by the «reak pssteode? or tbe pedir 
fogae. ifoia eankda ruti did elevate him ia hia own, ip well a^ ia the 
esteem of atheii^ and no one aaa than he belter d cti wd Iher pioed 
eaitanlL • 

"Xatogtr Tlta ledMltqq* pvna* 

On. his first eleotion to Ae United Sti^tes Senate,, bo remarked to a 
comber of young men around bun, when ^e news arrived from liasb- 
ville, " Tonng geatlem6n> never, seek office — let office soj^k yoa.^ 

JBl^ wai^ esoeedingly ind^«tribus» punctual, i^d mdtbpdicaL Aa early 
riser, he was generally in town, and in his office^ before the eiliieae V^d 
eoitea their breakfast — though hie residency wai| fot* many years two 
miles in the country. • fie was yery domeetio, and though qualified to 
fi{;ure in^ tfa^ ptiCrlic counsels, be tras always fond^of bom^ and retirement. 
I m^atloa a ^gle other trait of cbaractor — ^his filial piety. He not only 
Teaerated his fiiittier, but be bowed before and idolizeji} ^ ipotfier. Tttvax 
her bo inberitecLhia genius, and bis intellec^^his qi^ickoess, and hie 
originality, and W he neter^ceased to admire and reyerence. 

1 baye thus tiirown together some of my recollections of tho subject of 
jout yolume — s^me of my remiv^ks ar^ condensed fixmi my mtoliseript 
of 9 fuinre yolume of my History of Tennessee. Take them fqr what 
" tfai^ are worth! Your theme is an intoresting one, and will, I doubt no^ 
1)0 a yaluab]e (/on<;n\)ution to Tennessee Literature, and Tennessee Bijh 
graphj. I am already impotient to see it ^ . 

Yery respectfully, your obedient secant, 

J. 0. it. Rahbt^ 

JiMUcnftiiiv, Amm^ IJHe. ISO, 185& ' . 

• ' * ... 

Boi honest an4 benevolent t& were all hb v^tontions thsooghoat lifoi 
Ue ehar^ctor woal^ luve l^a .greatly defoathe witheol ^el eeafi- 
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dMOB md Mwiritf wfaMi Im 4ifplayt4 uuidBi hk vMiy^tttttiras wad 
^B«ppointaeBli|.<-. VHeiidB ^eoamo estimiigdi froB ^m— --Im «■ 
tsulcd to flurrraorar \xp psreotSi Ntythwti^ nstoiBy cbildftoi sod wl^' ' 
tndlo follow theit cold bodies to*^'lli6'*Home appointed Ibr >H the 
liviDg.'' Yet in alt afflicti^oa be aektowledged the h^ni ot Ood— 
•nd' by them bii beaft was 'brought into a holy ooafonnify to tbo 
oinoo wiU- 

WboB <htMgb the ■•ebjattioaa pt his yajitioid e{>pQa4iiti|>b« waa 
tet oftlj drirttt freai aa. boBDmblo Mf$im^ bat jaVtaad and ionUad 
^emt akagUia^liigbway, Un patienea and ganiieiMas, aad'bia adbla 
ttying that ha eonld bare no other fteling thaft pttj'fiir thoaa who 
thitf asaailed him, showed that he Iired io ' w dbfftfaiakl ' setiaa 6f the 
ptesenoe of God; and commitled Ills causd into the bands ' of ffim 
nafiD whom rawafd and punisbment belong. . . 

A jiiogl^ obancteiistio anaodpte of .Jndgo tniitey extmoted £rpjDS 
BaT/jmBoa Gt9U$gU^M*^ Waataia ^If^k Book/' k hon added : . 

IVom hia ]F^tb» Jmdtjb WbHacwaa qbafaotort^ad hy paofemid lat^ 
.sanee iat tba ofdfamaltea of ikm gaapeL ]9a waa a Tognlar aMaadant al 
aba baaaa of^aorahifK And wblla bawaam Pireabflaciaa; that baiag tba 
alpreh^ hia Mbaia^ and tba ohwob.of Ma aboaaa^ be waa baaavolaal 
lMd.libafali«innrda otbarliraMba^ of tba po^ Obriatei lamOy. Ha 
gafa to'tiia Matbatiat .abaaab, at ZiietfiUa,'lbe gromid on whicb their 
bbasa of waraUp waa bailt^ and oeaaaioiiaUy be would appear ia,*tba 
aa py u^alton and join thaaa a4 thai> warabtp^ 

Mow in. tboaa 4w^ tiiaia . was a ndlabia •'passidag alder"* in that t^ 
g|oa« aallad Falbac dudey^ a pion^ laboiiooa, w n o^'pibmiaiag piaaahar 
aC'tba gaapat, who oon a i d efad it hia daty la rabnka sin wbavaier it aboald 
pfoaama loliftitaiMBriiad bead within tba Kmils of hia diatoel; Apd 
#bila FaHiaa Aalay wasli man .of raapaatabla talantSr nndaabtad piatf« 
and grans aslaiatasial idalhy* be bad aioreaffaaa ap&ba of hmaor, oddity, 
and dn^lAy nboat biai» that rarely ftila^ to Impart a abaraetariatia 
Haga Sa Ua p er fotm anaaa. The ooQaeqnanae'.waa,tbat amaaiDg aneo* 



On a eaitain day» a nnmbar of kwyass and I Sbumy man waJrla gst bay 
lntbetownof'KBOxfi]]a,andthaaonv«malbntHmadon tb^anbjaaiaf 
prwabing and praaabara. One aad another bad azpiaaaad hia opiaian 
aC the parfoamaneaa af tbiaand that palpit orator. At length Jodga 
While apoka ^pt '' ]raU» gantfeaMn, on tbia anlyaet aaab man ^ af 
aODrse, anHHad to bia awn aplnian ; bat I maat aoafaaa, that Falter A^ 
lay hkoagfat an tea aanaa af my afil4aads»aS least a partkn ^ 



moneibflliMily tluHi MT^prMcher I hftve «yev lieard«" ^ Ai ttii, etfrf ' 
9JB «m1 4V wto toned ; for #od§» Wkile imm neyer kfttmi V> ipetk 
lighUj OK reH|pOQ8 ful^jaotip and, monoverf li« wm habitfalljr^lbatioac 
and re8pe0tiiil in hlareioarkf co^oenii&g xvUgtoiM men, Th« ^empftBy 
BOW flxpreaeed the most urgeat desire thai the Judge. wdUd •g^ye the 
particttlsn, and expeelation stood on tiptoe. *' 

^* 1 went np,'^ said the Jadgl, " ode oTening to the IfetUbdist chsreh. 
A sermon was preached by a elergyoMui with wbom J was not acqoaiot^ 
M ; hot fallief ijdey wito it Ibe pnlpiti JkS the eloee of the aernNin he 
aroae, andftaidta the eongr^gatidn : 'I am noi gpiag to detain ^o by 
deiiteiin|( an exhortation, . I have liaen sinifdy to adpiniefcv m xebnke 
1^. improper Dondaot-wMdi I .l^ave obeerred hfin to^nS^t*' ,^ie»€f 
' OMn^ ^ttkednp the entire aseepibly; and the stilioetfe wae most pro- 
fonnd, while Azley stood a|id looked for two or three seomids OTer the 
oeil(gregation. Tben^stretching ont his huge, lOag anb, and pointing 
with hie finger steadily in one direction, 'now/ said he, 'I calcnlate«that 
those two ytfung men who weVe talking and la'aghing.in that oomer of 
the fiodse, while fhebrolbe^was preaching, think that T am 'going to 
talk abont them. Well, it is true, that it lo<^ yery bad, when well- 
d f e eeod yoong men, itho joa would enppoee, ftom thein ^ipefnmoe, be> 
longed^ some gjonleel, resjkeetable baBSky^ epme to the heAse of Ged, 
and instead of reyevsneing the nmjeity of flimrthat dweH^ tfrnr^, «r 
attending te the meeeage of eyerlaating loye, get togediAr ha one ooiser 
of the house (the finger -all this while pointing ttnighl and ete«dy« the 
aim of a rifleman), imd there, 'through the whole s6lemn eervioe»^eep a 
talking, tinkering; giggling, langbing,' and mn^yhsg tfitf niblster, <fie- 
'turbing the <k)ngregation, mid ^iifbing against Obd^ I'm aony ftr the 
yottngmen. Tm^^iyfy Ibr them parentk I'm "iorry they've done eo to- 
night I hope they'll neyer do so again. But,'howe<rerf that* a not the 
thing I was going ts» talk abont It is another mittsr, itiid so impoitairt 
that I tl^onght it would be wfong to sufe tKs oihignigatloB to de^ait 
without admlhietering a suitable rebuke. Now,' said he^ stretehing hm 
iiuge arm and pomting in another direotion, ^ perhaps thkt man who was 
««leep en thelienoh ont there, while the brother wae prsacfaing, tiunks 
.1 am going to t^k about him. Well, I must oonfees, it looks yery.bad 
^fbr n man to ooAie into a worshipping assembly, and, instead of triehig 
his seat like others and listemng te the blessed gospri, oarelaes^ettetoh 
himsllf 09t oi^a beneh' and go to^leep ! It b m^ only a proof of great 
hiseosibility yritit regard to ther obligirtiohs whioh we owe to onr Cnato^ 
ttd Redeemer, but it show* a want of genteel breeding*. It shows that 
the poor man has been so unlbttunate in his bringittg up, Hi not to haye 
been tanght good mannen. He doesnH know what is polite and reepeot- 
able in a worshipping assembly, among whom ho oomea to mini^e. Vm 
Miry fiw the poor man. I'm sony for the family 4owluol^ he beloBgi; 



Alf90D0TS8 or .J^TDOB WHjn. 



447 



Fm eorry li« did not know bet^r; I hope be will nerer do so again. 
But, bowoTer, thiit if not wbat I was going to talk aboot' tbas Fatber 
Azley went on for some time ; ' boxing>tbe oompaM/ and bitting a namr 
ber of persons and things tbat be was 'not going to talk aboat,' and 
bitting^tbem kard^ till the attenflon and oarieeityof the andi^iiee were 
ndsed to the bighest pitch, when llnaUy he reinaiked : ' The thing of 
whiob I MIS going to talk, is chewing ib^oceo. Now, I do hope, when 
any gentleman tmnei here to oborob who oan't keep fibm obewing to- 
baoeo doting the boan of poblie wotsbip, that be wiU joat take bis bat 
and pot it before bim, and spit in bis bat iToa know we We Methodists. 
Yon alt know tbat onr cnstom is to kneel Irben we pray. Now, any 
gentleman )aay see in a moment bow ezeeedingly inoonyenieat it mast 
be for a welMressed^Methodist lady to be ponlpened to kneel dawn in a 
greai puddle of tobaooo spil V 

** Now/' said Judge White, *' at this yery time I bad In my month an 
nnoommonly large quid of tobacco. Axley^s singalar mMner, and train 
of remark had strongly arrested my attentiqp. While be was striking to 
the right and leftr bittii^ those things ifaat be was not going to talk 
abonti my curiosity wa* ronsed, and eonjeotore was busy to find out 
what be could be aiming at ( was chewing my huge quid with uncom- 
mon rapidity, and spitlTpg. andlbokinfg up at the preacher, to eatob 
eyery word and ey^ gesture, and when at last be pounced on the 
tobaeebj behold^ there I bad a great puddle of tobaooo spitl I quietly 
slipped Ibe quid out of ipy moirth« and dasbed it as far as I eoold under 
the seat8,<reeolying neyer again to be found Viewing tobaooo in a Me- 
thodist ohuroh.'' 



\. 
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It was Qot until after tht priptiDgjof iStke foregoing pagia th^t* there 
appeared, in Ghaj^ter of Vol II. of Senator Bentop'a << Thirty 
Teps' Yi^vr/^ certain .nnfbrtanate misrepreeentatiQiM respecting pa^ 
sages in Judge White's life. The e;^i4ent fairness of intenftioK with 
which Mr. Benton has wntten, and the valae «nd auth9rtty of the 
opinions of one so Me, gcnerapj reliable, and' exjperiepced, render k 
the moce re<pBsite that these erron nhould liera meet iksutable oor* 
rection. 

Mr. Benton^ after luiving spokeil of Jndge White's. life, servioei 
and character) so worthily and nobfy as even bj his own^ words to seem 
inconsistent in .what foQawSy proceeds to state his reasons, why Jilidge 
Whit^ althongh '^so Jayored by hia State dnriog a long Kfe, shpuld 
h^ye loikt {hat fayor in his last aays. rec^iyed oensnre hfpm those who 
had alw»y/i giyen prai^e^ and fgyD» tb his grays nnder a cloud, after 
haying Hyed in sunshine.'^ He, aooounts for this yersion Qf ^ndge 
White's non*e1eefeion, and for what he represents as disappointment 
ax|d grief arising from it, a$ follows : ^ The reason Is^briefly told. In 
hb adyanced age he did the act which| with jJl old men. Is an.experi- 
menty and with most of tbeiHi ab unlucky one. He married iigain; * 
and this new wife, haying made an immense stride [t] from the head 
of a boarcUng-house table to the head, of a Senator's table, could se^ 
no reasoir why she should not take one step more, and that company 
tively shorty and arriye at the head of the PreBidenttal tivble." And 
lastly; he says that the varioos opponents of Mr. Yan^Bursn, with ' 
intent to use Judge Wbite in defeating Mr. Ya^ Buren, << combined * 
and worked in concert; and thejr line. of operations was tbrongh th^ 
Canity of the Victim's wife. They exoited her vain hopes. And this 
modesty unambitious man, who had spent all his life in resisting office 
pressed upon ^ini by his real friends, lost his power of resbtance^ in 
his oI3 age, and became a yiotim to the combinations agMns^ him— ^ 
2S (449) 
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which all saw m^ deplored, except himself.'' Mr. Benton farther, 
quotas As corroborating authority an extract from iT^etter^ written not 
in the most delieate manner, by a member of Clopgress from Ken- 
tacky, Hon. B. P. Letcher, and piA>1ished by his correspondent, after 
a fashion stiUless gentlemanly, as follows: " Jddge White is on tha 
tvadE, ranning gaily, and won't cpme off; ssid if he woold, hu wi/e 
vjonU lei him." 

' Some of these expressions are somewhat deficient in point of deeo- 
mm ; bat tbey are liable to the mach grayer objection of unreason- 
able error. 

"^ To consider these pohitsla the order of time, Hr. Beaton says, In 
sabstanoe, tblit Mrs. White was vain' and ambitions even to folly; 
that Jadge White exhibited eqoal weakn^ by permitting her to . 
govern his pdbUc eondact ; and that the opponents Of Mr. Van Boren 
made her the instrument of deceiTing him with aofoanded hopes of 
ihe Presidency, merely to farther their own intngaes. 

It will hardly be dlalmed that there was anything wrong or foofish| 
in a 'desire or aspiration on the part of Mrs. White^ to 'see her lias- 
band President, and herself at the hejid of his table ; for anleaa some 
privileges of sOn^ aristoortitic order -are to be set ap, it fts^ diffioolt to 
see on what principle onjr lady iti the O'niled States b to be blamed 
for the same; and much more then, wtes.the desire alight one, whe« 
the circnmstances of the case rendered its fulfilment so. faonoiably 
profiuble. 

' But there is imprbbability in Inis impntation against Mrs. WhitOb 
Bhe was* of a respectable ^nd inflnentlal family; the daughter pt 
Colonel Graven Payton« of Loudon County, Tlrginiai who lost Us life 
in the war of 1812. Educated most tboroughlyi and possessed fi un- 
common forcd of character, aft well As great talent, she waa one of the 
most attractive #omeo in the Union* She had bedn unhappily mar- 
ried; and baving been divorced, and ^bbly resolving not to be a 
burden upon her fWends, she deliberately undertook to maintain hex^ 
self and her two children by her own exertions. Having fkiled in an 
attempt to establish a scfaod at Alexandria, she opened a boarding, 
house at Washington, and by 'financial tact, skill and ]^rsev«ranee, 
not only extricated herself froih the 'pecuniary embarrassments which 
liec first fliilure had brought upon her, but also accumulated a oon- 
mderable property. Her hbuse was* well known fts the resort of tho 
most respectable class of vnitors to Wsshington ; and af^r Jndge 
White had resided there While in that city, from 1820' to 1832, sho 
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bewnA bis trib. Sbe wbs Abiwd^tty qoaUfied* lor ber new position, 
and she filled it with oredity< ^kttmcibg much atteniioii, and givipg 
^eat pleasure tetberhnsband^ wbo loved bar and was- proud of ber. . 

Bot tbat he saflered . himaelf to be governed by her desires ia 
determioiog his official or pablio ooane, and especially thai he was led 
away into a vain ^and foolisli ambition by her, is a gratnitooe assuniw 
tioB, totally ixreooneilable with the aMin body of Mr. Benton's, own 
statements lespecting bit cbaiaeter, and with tbo' truth. fieir<^M 
donbtlesa do all tbat was possible to comply iritb her wishes; bat then 
IS not one action or word in all his Xiit^ wbicb dtfsa not aid in demons 
^strating thai in regard t6 the ordinatiion espeeiallj of bis .pvblia and 
(^ciai acts^ .he proeeeded aeeordingto the prineiples of right and 
doty, wiiboat swervifrg aside in deferencef, either to his own oomfork 
or pleamie^ or to tbat of others^ boweves near and dear. 

It^ 10 not a little sarprising that Mr. Benton should bAve feprodu^d, 
QPen with the modifed form of expression wbioh he has sobstitutedy 
io vnlgar a piece or slang and scandal as the remark abont Judge 
White's being i|ow ^ on the tiaok/' fte.; and that even if he should 
desire to.4300M off, '' his wife won't kt him.'' Mr. Letober's oondud 
in relation to the nominalioa of Jndg^ White, and his motives as In- 
dicated in this letter,' were discreditable enoi^b to hav» justified entire 
ailenoe about the traasaoiion ; bat einoe Mr. Benton baa chosen to 
endorse the idle tale, it ia best to answer it Mr.'Iieteher was> sharply 
leprqired for bis eonduct and his worda, and that by men not sus- 
pected of undnly* favoring Judge White, Mr. Blair, of the Globe, 
aaye, in an edite>ri4, Njov. 80, 1836, « With regard to Mr. Letober'a 
iatrodnotioii pf. Judge White's wife into hia politie%l epistle, we think 
do reprehension too severe. . Enjoying as he Ad last winter, the con- 
fidence, and intimaej of Judge White and bis fijends, and the portion 
of his family then in diia eity living in social intercourse with that of 
the Judge, we cannot eonoeive a more angratefnl return* jthan the 
ridicule' be attempto to oast on the victim of bia poliiical* intrigues, 
through bia deaiast domestie lektiun.'' * 

Whatever Mr. Blair's personal fclationa with Judge White may 
latterly have been, bir worda in this relation are entitled to great 
weight And be mors than onoe repeated the nprpof. 

But Mr. 9enten repreaente Judge White as having been a mere tool 
in the hands of his wife; and the intelligent and passive victim 
through ber meana, of the deceitful machinationa of Whigs, Cal- 
houn men and diasffitoted Democitte, working together to defeat Mr. 
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Vab Bnrat-at tmj aaorifioe. Thk h^ dw^ W0& tJie vepreaentatioii 
of ^e partisaoi of Jackson 4isd his 8iMoeflBoi% wko of c6atBe were 
interested to maintaia the repototion of tfteir <yfn nunu^en. Mr. 
iBlair, in the same articles wbieh adf&iiiistered to Mr. Letelier a • 
deserved cistigatioD, gaTt, as his tersioB 1^ th^ &otB, pnecise^ the ' 
sulwtaned of Mr. Benton's represeDtatioiis, , 
. It.is tmeyss Mr. Benton hioiself stat^i that Jndge White did not, 
'Uke most political nMn, seek office, bat metiplj oonsented to accept it, 
often refb^g. Ak ^f other nominations, so was this trae of the 
Prendential nominatioii. It was repeatedly pvo^ed upon him befere 
he consented to accept it; ttul when he did accept it, it was in answer 
to the calls of dnty^ not of ambition. I{ia' aominatioiij instead of 
being a oontriTed schemq of Calhonn, Clay,, and other oj^xments of 
Van 3uren, working together, was the spontaneous toiee of his own 
and other States; ftnd ihe ultimate partial abandonment of il was not 
the result of the further 'efforts of those same schemes, but of thv 
machinations of those pretended fHegda of Judge White, within his 
own political pfurty, wbo| along with General Jackson, were deten&lned 
to continue what might be called a dynasty of Jacksonian Presidents, 
by the election of. Van Buron. The abandonment of his nominatiou 
by the Le^slatuVe of Alabama, was on6.8ttooe88 fat this combination; 
but the rebuke which they received in Ihnnessee, has been slated. 
That this is the real sti^te -of tho case, satis&c^ry evidenoe has been 
adduced in the preceding chapters; especially; in. the twelfth, and the 
five next sileoeedin^ t ' ' • 

Mr. Benton also states very positively, and 1(8 a tiling undispoted, 
atigthoc'old partisan story, viz., thai Judge White's alienation froni 
the '^ Democratic " organisation, and his opposition to Mr. Yin 
Buren's administration, brought upon him the- censure of his own 
State. Now it is very true ^at tbis^alienstion and opposition brought 
upon Jndge White'.the l»iter and unsorupulons enmity of the leading 
<< Democrats,'' who, even then, both at Washington and in Tennessee, 
had degenerated from statesmen into mere managers and jJaoe hunt- 
ers; and that thb machinatidns of these men prevailed to csny^ in 
the Tennessee Legislature, thos6 instructions in response to which 
Judge White resigned his seat in ihi Senate of the United States: 
But itDcrtainly is altogether incorrect to represent 4his vote- as the 
voico of the State of Tennessee. The hearts of the mass ,of citisras 
in that State were steadily with Judge White, as weU«lter his differ- 
ence with Jaokson and the other schemers fQt Van Bureni as 'befbxe. 
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Was h a^sign of depifted oonfidenceand a mark of tepTotMttbii) that 
in Jaisksoa's own Stato, and against the whole immense weight of his 
official jnd petsonti infloenoe, atiennonsly nsod and abused, Jndgt 
White had a majority of ten thoosand, forty-three to Van Bnren's 
eighteen in the "EfermtMgb district itself f And although tho''admin< 
istration members of the Tennesaee Leigislatnse did afterwards contrive 
to psss the instraoting resolutions which it was well known woald 
oblige Judge Wiute to reciign, yet the work was only done after a des^ 
perate strngglb, and by the stringent operation of party and parlia-* 
mentary machinery. It certainly was not done uk obedience. to a^y 
oall from the pe^leof Tennessee, for the subject was not passed upon 
or even alloded to during the election which conatitnted that Legisla- 
ture. It was not the deliberate demand of a dissatisfied constituency ; 
it ifaa a shy oontrivanoe, sprung and engendered by a ftw angty and 
unprincipled enemieSi The indignation meetings, which afterwards 
look>pIace in various parts of Tennessee, tiie .triumphal progress of 
Judge White's final joum^ from Wsshington to his home, were much 
truer indications of his place in the esteem of the voteiw^om he had 
so long and so faithfully represented. 

Judge Whit^ never swerved from consistent praetico accordant with 
the principles which governed his conduct. Th^se principles* were 
perhaps too pure and lofty to harmonise with the views of most of 
those who then led the ^' Democratic '' hosts. At any rate, it was 
Judge White who did not deviate fVom pure and 'Consistent Demo- 
eratio principles, and from upright political, conduct^ but Jackson and 
the remaining friends of Mr. Van Buren who did^BO deviate; and 
thus it waS| according to aQ experience, that th^ delinquents ezpendeB 
all their anger, and strove to cast all the blame of the difference in 
opinion, upon him whoso un8taiae4 honor <^d undeviating consistency 
waa a standing monument of their own duplicity and shame. 

As Mr. Benton says, Judge WUte, although of meas^Isd and quiet' 
deportment, was a man of strong feelings. He was peculiarly alive 
to anything savoring of ingratitude, meanness, or deceit. Such being 
the ease, it would not be strange if the proceedings of these men in 
the Jackson and Van Buren interest, who had formerly been his own 
personal friends, bad received so many kindnesses from him, and had 
made so many professions, not only of general good feeling, but of 
efficient advocacy and support in that lerj nomination — it, would not 
he strange if these evidences of foul play touched him deeply. They 
did ; but that either they, or the ignoble mortification of a disappointed 
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office-seekeri were miies loflkient to shoiieii a life so pare, edf-w> 
tuned aod noble, to aDStained bj paasioDy and 00 uniiiiveDoed bj sA> 
fish interests, is a piopoeitio& 'absurd on its flee. It b, moreoveri 
cUreetly in conflict with the uatform aaserdona of Jadge White him^ 
self, before, daring, and after the election; and whatever dmtnist is 
neoallj felt of such proleesiona from men in pnblio life, probably no 
man will impagQ the absolute and perfect trathfmlnesa of Jodgp 
Wbfte, even in a matter 00 innne<fiatelj concerning himself. 

These mbrepresentationa, in short, axe neither even presnasptivelj 
.reasonable, not based npon correct statements of actoal fhct It is as 
^bsard as it is ncrtme to assert that after a long tifepf honor and Q8»» 
fiilness, passedj^fbre the nght of all men, npon an emiaeaoe m> luitj 
as that to which Jndge White's integrity and abilitiea lifted himj nod 
nnder the searching gate which always scrotiniaes snch men, withoot 
a single stain or shadow of folly or wrong doing— 4t ia as abenrd as it 
is untme to assert that the patriot grown old in the pfaettce of wisdom 
and in dinnterested toij, closed the long snooession of his hpnosahle 
and honored actions, with tbe exhibition of snperannnated felly anj 
imbecile grief charged npon him by his fbrmer opponents, and yet 
zeproduced eren by the best of th^ir sorrirers. 

It remains to suggest adeqvate reasons for these errotieeiis imputa- 
tions of passhre folly, of weak ambitiott, and of weaket Inmentatieik 
They are not wanting. 

First. That whioh is described as having been the ODfesisting aub^ 
mission pf a weak old man, was singly peraeverance in a long lifo rale 
'^ never to seek office, but to let office seek him/' Such were JTndge 
White's own words ; and as ijways before, so did he now quickly pro* 
pare to respond to the call of his fellow-coaetiymen, if it should be 
utter#d. It was a thing of coarse, that his unmoved and dignified 
conduct should, in the eyes* of the greedy^ grasping and • intriguing 
class of selfish politicians, who^at that period descended like a cloud 
of locusts upon the laiid, sieem te be foolishness and imbecility. Nor 
were they the first shrewd men who have been ''wiser in their own 
generation ^' than the loftier and more fkr^sighted, whose prineiplee 
of action and views of true expediency they could neither practice 
bor comprehend. 

But — with due respect be it said — it is, secondly,. to be observed, 
that this verdict from Mr. Benton seems easily to be accounted for by 
his very general habit of attributing all the actions of his prominent 
political cotemporaries of opposite belief, to motives purely selfish and 
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penontl. He has giveii, for Judge Wliiie'a eondabt, such Teasons bs 
it 18 hie habit to give for the oondae^ of many other eminent men; 
although; indeed, he has not attributed snoh to G^n. Jackson, or to 
anj others of those with vhom his own political communion has been 
undisturbed. The ^' Panama Mission '* is said to have been contrived 
and used, only as an Administration measure, in the behalf of Presi- 
dent Adams and Mr. Clay ] toI. I., p. 65. The TariiF of 1828 was 
advocated by Mr. Clay and the Administration, with reference to the 
election of 1828, as a means of beating Jackson, not for the good of 
the country; vol. I., p. 95, et 8eq. Clay and Calhoun desired the 
Tariff question to be withdrawn from politics, because they could not 
use it to become Presidents with; vol, L, p. 314. Calhoun a,ttempts 
to become President by Nullification; p. 340. Both these gentle- 
men. Chap. LXXXY., arranged the '' Compromise of 1888 " with 
sole reference to their own Presidential aspirations. Clay, Calhoun, 
and Webster, join to aid the United States Bank in procuring a re- 
charter, that they may overthrow Jackson and rise by his fidl; Chap. 
XCYIII. Indeed, assertions and implicaUons to similar effect are 
too numerously sprinkled throughout Mr. Benton's work, to permit 
more than a very few of them to be referred ta It need not be sup- 
posed that that honest and upright statesman haa consciously wronged 
any man. Such a conviction has not improbably been the legitimate 
result of his observations. His error in this single case is simply 
failure to reeognise an exception to a rule unhappily generally conrect. 
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